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Today’s weather:
Sunny

94°/68°

2023 Corydon 
Old Settlers
Reminder, the 139th 

2023 Corydon Old Set-
tlers will be held the third 
weekend of August. The 
dates are set for Thurs-
day, Aug. 17 through 
Sunday, Aug. 19.

General
Election

The first day to sub-
mit absentee ballot re-
quest forms was Aug. 
30 for the 2022 General 
Election. The first day 
absentee ballots may 
be mailed or voted on 
in the Auditor’s Office 
for domestic voters is 
Wednesday, Oct. 19.

Wayne County 
Public Health 
to hold Open 

House
Wayne County Public 
Health will have an Open 
House at their new office 
location at 105 N. Lafay-
ette St., Corydon (For-
merly the First Christian 
Church) on Thursday, 
Sept. 22 from 10 am. 
until 3 p.m. They want to 
showcase their new facil-
ity to the public that the 
Wayne County Board of 
Supervisors were able 
to use their county CO-
VID dollars to purchase 
the building to do slight 
remodeling with. Come 
view the building they are 
proud of.

Courthouse 
notice

The handicap ramp 
leading to the Court-
house elevator entrance 
is being replaced the 
week of September 19. 
The elevator is not going 
to be available that week 
due to the construction. If 
anyone needs to conduct 
business with one of the 
offices in the courthouse, 
please call that office or 
the Auditor’s office at 
641-872-2242 and we 
will do our best to ac-
commodate your needs 
at the curb.

Sorry for any inconve-
nience this may cause 
but it should be available 
again on Monday, Sep-
tember 26.

10% precip.  
SSW 14 mph

extended forecast
 on page 2

by Ericka Graves
Wayne County’s 

Chairman of the Board of 
Supervisors, David Dotts 
attended the Allerton 
City Council meeting 
alongside County Auditor, 
Michelle Dooley. The pair 
were present to ask the 
council if the Centennial 
Building could be utilized 
for jury trials and other 
small events April through 
August, if need be. The 
Supervisors are trying 
to look ahead for usable 
spaces as the HVAC system 
will be getting upgraded 
and the courthouse will 
be worked on and County 
employees will most likely 
not be working in their 
normal settings at this time. 
Nothing is on the schedule 
for jury trials, but they 
are trying to be proactive 
incase a space is needed. 
The Council stated that this 
should not affect the ability 
to rent out the Centennial 
Building on weekends. 
The council approved this 
action. 

“I think that we could 
accommodate that pretty 
easily,” said Allerton’s 
Mayor Bill Byrns. 

Nancy Bennett was 
present during the meeting 
to discuss the Walldogs 
Murals coming to Allerton 
once again. Thirty years 
ago, the first Walldogs event 
took place and from there 
a beautiful tradition that 
grew nationwide was born. 
Many do not know Allerton 
is the birthplace of the now 
huge Walldogs Murals. 
Next year the Walldogs 
are coming to Wayne 
County to paint murals 
in all of the eight towns, 
most of the murals having 
a historic connection to 
the community. In Allerton 
the Walldogs are hoping to 
reinvent the former murals 
that fell down. Bennett 
asked the council if they 
would contribute $2,000 
for the event. The money 
will be used towards tools 
like paint, paintbrushes, 
payment to the artists, etc. 

Allerton welcomes back the Walldogs
Some of the ideas that were 
mentioned for Allerton 
were the Coca-Cola mural, 
the Inn of the Six Toed Cat, 
VFW, and the mural that 
was on the Cobb’s building. 
The council approved their 
$2,000 contribution to the 
Walldogs and approved 
them painting murals in 
town. 

On Sept. 19 Joe at Central 
Tank will be starting the 
project of painting the 
inside of the water tower. 
The council approved the 
purchase of a new mower 
for the skid steer due to 
the sickle bar being broke. 
The council approved 
the purchase of a Vetter’s 
mower in the amount of 
$8, 200. The Council’s plan 
is to sell the John Deere 
tractor and one of the pick-
up trucks on the auction 
website Purple Wave. 

Many community 
members were present 
to speak to the council 
regarding issues with water 
bills, water payments, etc. 
Those residents on a fixed 
income do not get paid 
until the third Wednesday 
of the month, in which 
they are unable to make 
this payment then. Which 
in return makes their 
payment late causing late 
fees. Rathbun Water is due 
from the town on the 1st of 
every month and no later 
than the 15th. This is why 
the current billing is set 
up to be paid by the 10th 
of the month. Last month 
many citizens of Allerton 
who have never paid late or 
missed a bill received a shut 
off letter posted on their 
doors. Many had a problem 
with that as they have never 
missed a payment before 
and the reason for being 
late was because they had 
not been paid yet. The 
Allerton City Council is 
trying to compile ways to 
help the citizens who live 
on fixed incomes to be able 
to pay their bills on time 
while trying to pay the 
town’s bills on time, such 

as the Rathbun Water bill. 
The council discussed 

five empty properties and 
will be posting on those 
properties. The council 
is also starting to crack 
down on junk vehicles, i.e. 
vehicles that don’t drive 
or aren’t licenses to drive. 
The council is working on 
compiling a list of junk 
vehicles around town and 
will make a large list to 
post letters on at the next 
regular meeting.

The end of year 
outstanding debt report 
has been finished and 
submitted. There are nine 
accounts still in past due 
status, five which are 
making payments, one the 
customer moved (so it was 
disconnected), the other 
three the council has not 
received any payment and 
they will be disconnected 
if payment is not received. 
There are 11 accounts that 
have the penalty from last 
month that have not been 
paid. Each statement has 
been examined thoroughly 
making sure that they are 
collecting the right tax, 
dumpster/garbage fee and 
water fees. 

The council approved of 
the city clerk making an 
Official Clerk of Allerton 
Facebook page where 
updates and need to know 
information can be posted 
for those that do not read 
the newspaper. The page 
will most likely be named 
Allerton Clerk, Clerk of 
Allerton or something 
of that nature. It was 
also mentioned that the 
council could make an 
actual website page with 
all of their important 
information listed. The 
council mentioned trying 
to figure out an automatic 
bill pay system for the 
citizens so they do not need 
to worry about paying the 
bills on time and it could 
be taken out of the account 
on its own. This would be 
possible with credit or debit 
cards.

Allerton City Clerk Ashley Reed is pictured as Amy 
Tometich presented a $750 check on behalf of the To-
metich family, as a donation for the Allerton Ballfield 
rebuilding project.

Wayne County Public 
Health is an integral part 
of the county and is under 
the direction of the Board 
of Health (Dr. Joel Wells, 
Chair, Penny Fetters, Vice 
Chair, Tom Swearingen, 
Clayton Merritt, ARNP 
and Susie Gibbs).  The 
Wayne County Board of 
Supervisors (Dave Dotts, 
Tom Swearingen and Don 
Seams) help to oversee 
the fiscal/budget of the 
department as the county 
provides additional funding 
to the program that grants 
and vendors do not provide.  

Home Care has increased 
vastly in servicing county 
residents.  WCPH receives 
referrals from new and 
evolving partnerships 
including Wayne County 
Hospital, South Central 
Iowa Medical Clinic, 
Lineville Medical Clinic, 
Humeston Medical Clinic, 
Seymour Medical Clinic, 
area healthcare systems, 
and the Des Moines 
hospitals.  Home health 
nursing is a nursing 
specialty in which nurses 
provide multidimensional 
home care to patients of 
all ages. Patients we care 
for include people who 

Ken Lazell was present 
during the meeting to 
discuss possibly purchasing 
one of the buildings on the 
square that currently sit 
empty and unused. Lazell is 
hoping to open up his own 
store in Allerton. The store 
would consist of handmade 
gun displays, woodwork 
etc. Council motioned to 
move forward though this 
might take some time as 
it is currently owed by 
other entities. The council 
thought that the opportunity 
to have a business in town 
is worth the time for the 
process. 

The council discussed 
changing the city crew 
and city employees pay 
date from the 15th and 
30th of the month to every 
other Thursday afternoon. 
The council approved of 
changing the pay date 
to every other Thursday 
afternoon. 

Byrns gave the council 
an update on the Allerton 
ball field. On Site is 
working on the fences, the 
cleanup, and the gates. The 
gates were not up to the 
council’s liking, as they 
do not connect when the 
gate is closed.  On Site will 
be coming back to fix the 

fence and ensure that it is 
working correctly. They 
are currently working on 
getting the new light fixtures 
figured out. The next step 
that was mentioned during 
the meeting was to compile 
a group to work on the 
new concession stand as 
that is not being contracted 
out to other workers like 
the rest of the field. This 
time around they are not 
planning on setting the 
concession stand on a pad 
of concrete because in the 
past there was issues with 
the water draining and 
other problems. This time 
they are planning to use 
posts, so it is stable into the 
ground.

A community member 
requested that the council 
allow him to paint pickle 
ball court lines on the 
basketball court in the park. 
The citizen is planning to 
paint himself and bring his 
own nets and such when 
he wishes to use the pickle 
ball court. The council 
approved of this addition to 
the court. 

The next regular Allerton 
City Council meeting is set 
for Oct. 5 at 5:30 p.m.

Do you know what Wayne County 
Public Health does?

have just been released 
from the hospital and need 
follow-up care, individuals 
recuperating from surgery 
or injury, patients with 
chronic illnesses, or 
individuals who require 
medical attention and don’t 
need to be admitted to the 
hospital. Home Care is an 
important program that the 
agency provides for county 
residents.  Four registered 
nurses provide this service:  
Kelly Alexander, Deidre 
Buttz, Susan Moore and 
Jen Shelton.  We continue 
to contract with Wayne 
County Home Care Aide 
Agency for the home care 
aide services. WCHCAA 
is at our location and is 
run by Holly Arnold.  The 
four Home Care aides are: 
Ashley Miller, Robert 
Lee, Heidi Leopard, 
and Malissa Bahrs. In 
order to provide quality 
services to our patients 
we work very closely with 
this agency. Through a 
contract with Double Eagle 
Therapy services we also 
provide physical therapy, 
occupational therapy, and 
speech therapy in the home. 
Our Office Manager is 
Charlotte Van Fleet and our 

Biller is Linda Stanley.
In addition to Home 

Care we provide many 
public health programs.  
The majority of those 
programs are provided by 
Susan Moore, RN.  She 
provides jail nursing to 
Wayne County jail inmates 
at least three times per 
week (under contract with 
the Sheriff’s office). This 
has been a cost-effective 
service for the county as 
it reduces the number of 
clinic and emergency room 
visits that the county would 
be responsible for paying 
at cost (while incarcerated, 
insurance is not active and 
is a responsibility to the 
county).  As of this school 
years, Susan provides under 
contract, one day per week 
school nursing for Mormon 
Trail School District.  This 
partnership/contract is 
beneficial for both entities.  
She also will be providing 
vision screening services 
for kindergarten, 3rd grade, 
and 7th grade, to all three 
schools in the county.  We 
hope then to add more 
student grades next year.  

Other public health 

continued on page 6

by Ericka Graves
On September 13 the 

Wayne Community School 
District held a special 
election at the Wayne 
County Courthouse. 
The special election was 
held to consider passing 
the Revenue Purpose 
Statement and the Physical 
Plant and Equipment Levy 
for the school district. 
The Revenue Purpose 
Statement authorizes 
expenditures from revenue 
received from the State 
to secure an advanced 
vision for the educational 
fund. The funds that the 
district would receive if 
this had passed would 
have been used towards 
improvements to the 
current school buildings, 
the continuation of adding 
safety precautions and 
maintenance that needs up 
kept. 

The unofficial results 
from the September 
13 Revenue Purpose 
Statement Vote has come 
in. In the Absentee Precinct, 
five yes votes came in favor 
of the physical plant and 

Unofficial results 
from Wayne CSD 
Special Election

equipment levy while 25 
voters vetoed it. In the 
Wayne County Courthouse 
83 yes votes were in favor 
of the physical plant and 
equipment levy while 137 
votes came in for no. In 
total there were 88 yes votes 
and 162 no votes. The total 
votes casted on the physical 
plant and equipment levy 
were 250. 

On the Absentee Precinct 
six voters voted in favor 
of the revenue purpose 
statement while 24 votes 
were nays. In the Wayne 
County Courthouse a total 
of 93 voters voted yes 
on the revenue purpose 
statement, 126 voted no. In 
total, the revenue purpose 
statement received 99 yes 
votes and 150 nays. In total 
249 community members 
voted on the revenue 
purpose statement.  

Again, these are the 
unofficial results of the 
special election and no 
provisional ballots were 
cast during this special 
election. 

Look for all 
coverage 
from the 

2022 
Allerton-

world 
Fair in our 
next issue!


