
Antler hike 
planned

Meet at 1 p.m. on Feb. 2 at 
the Wayne County Conserva-
tion Board office at Bob White 
Park to learn about white-tailed 
deer and get tips for finding 
dropped antlers. Then join the 
naturalist to look for antlers 
along our trails.  

Silver Cord 
program at Wayne

Wayne Silver Cord Pro-
gram, a volunteer program for 
Wayne High School students 
started Nov. 1. Please email 
silvercords@wayne.k12.ia.us 
with any volunteer opportun-
ties you may have or visit us on 
Facebook at Wayne HS Silver 
Cords.

Shed antler hunting 
class

  Hunting for anter sheds is a 
great way to extend your out-
door adventures into the new 
year. Terry Jones and CD Kun-
zie will share their experiences 
and tips to successfully finding 
antlers. Participants will also 
see an antler dog demonstrate 
her finding abilities. Location is 
the Nature Center at Sharon 
Bluffs, just eat of Centerville. 
This program is part of Third 
Thursdays of the Bufss. It is 
designed for adult learners, but 
is open to people 12 years and 
older. The class is set for Jan. 
17 at 6 p.m.

Owl prowl set
Did you know even owls 

seem to celebrate Valentine’s 
Day? February is the month 
for owls to engage in courthsip, 
set up territories and nest. Join 
a naturalist to hike along Bob 
White’s north side trails and lis-
ten for owl calling. Please dress 
appropriately for the weather. 
Flashlights may be brought for 
emergency use, but flashlight 
use during the hike is discour-
aged as it may disturbed the 
owls. Park along the north side 
road. We will meet at the gate 
to Bob White Park campground 
at 5:30 p.m. on Feb. 2.

Times Republican 
now available as 

E-Edition
 The Times Republican is 
now available as an E-Edition 
for anyone wanting your news 
quickly. You may subscribe 
online on our new web page: 
www.corydontimes.com.

Loebsack rep to be 
in Corydon

Congressman Dave Loeb-
sack will have a member of his 
staff, Dien Judge, at the Wayne 
County Courthouse on Wed., 
Jan. 16 from 12:30 to 1:30 
p.m.

Blood drive set
A blood drive will be held Jan. 

14, 12:45 to 6 p.m. at the Cory-
don United Methodist Church.

Around
the 

Area
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by Jen Reed
The Board of Supervisors held a 

special meeting on Wednesday, Jan. 
2 to swear in newly elected officials 
within the county.  Being sworn in 
during this meeting was Supervisor 
David Dotts after his re-election, 
newly elected Supervisor Tom 
Swearingin, re-elected Treasurer 
Kim Swearingin, and Recorder 
Angie Horton, appointed Deputy 
Recorder Rita Arnold and appointed 
Deputy Treasurers Laura Henderson 
Amanda Cooper. 

Following Swearingin being 
sworn in onto the Board of 
Supervisors, the board decided to 
appoint Supervisor Duffy Kester as 
the Chairman and Supervisor Dotts 
as the Pro-Tem.

The supervisors approved a 
resolution for naming the official 
newspapers for Wayne County. 
Public notices were approved for 
publication in The Times-Republican, 
The Seymour Herald and the 
Humeston New Era. 

Other resolutions being approved 
were the Discrimination Disclaimer 
for Wayne County to remain the 
same, GASB 34, Appraisal of an 
Estate for Inheritance Tax, the ability 
to suspend property taxes brought 
forth by the treasurer if need be, 
the resolution on the Fund Balance 
Policy for GASB 34, resolution to 
GASB Statement 51 and the Master 
Matrix Resolution. 

With the addition of Swearingin 
on the board, it was discussed 
which meetings each board member 
would attend as a Wayne County 
representative.

The next regular meeting is 
scheduled for Monday, Jan. 14 at 9 
a.m.

by Jen Reed
Following the resignation 

of Wayne County Engineer Jeff 
Skalberg on Monday, Dec. 17, the 
county finds themselves searching 
for a replacement after only a 
few short months from his hire 
date. During the regular Board of 
Supervisors meeting held Monday, 
Dec. 31, Dan Carpenter was on hand 
to discuss next steps as the county 
begins the search for Skalberg’s 
replacement.

“Hopefully we can find someone 
that’s the right fit,” said Carpenter as 
we spoke to the board.

Carpenter informed the board 
Wayne is not alone as they begin the 
search, as there seems to be a shortage 
of engineers around the surrounding 
counties. The board plans to search 
into the guidelines and codes for 
hiring to begin advertising to fill the 
vacant position.

“Yeah I think we need to get to 
advertising for an engineer,” said 
Supervisor David Dotts. 

“I wanted to talk to you guys 
some more on where we want to be 
on numbers, I think it would be a 
good idea to put a number on there,” 
Carpenter continued. “Appanoose 
County, Wapello County, Mahaska 
County, Ringgold County are all in 
our area and without engineers right 
now. Cherokee County, O’Brien 
County, Bremer County are others 
I know of off the top of my head 
in other parts of the state that are 
looking for county engineers right 
now so I’d say we are going to have 
to dangle a pretty decent carrot.”

“So at this point we don’t have 
anyone to sign off on anything 
right now,” asked Supervisor Duffy 

As several counties around us are searching for a county 
engineer, Wayne joins the hunt following resignation

Pictured being sworn in during Wednesday, Jan. 2 Board of Supervisor’s meeting is David Dotts, Angie Horton, Rita Arnold, Laura Henderson, 
Amanda Cooper, Sheryl Dotts (watching), Kim Swearingin and Tom Swearingin. 

Newly elected 
officials sworn 
in at special 
s u p e r v i s o r ’ s 
meeting

Kester.
“Right that’s something we 

need to work on getting an interim in 
place,” Carpenter answered. “Gary 
Bishop was our interim between 
Trevor and Jeff and I visited with 
him a little bit, because he called 
about other stuff and he is interim at 
Appanoose County now so I don’t 
know if Appanoose County would 
allow it or the DOT.”

While discussing the vacant 
position, Carpenter notified the 
board the DOT was in contact 
with him asking where they are on 
seeking an engineer. 

“Until we get an engineer in 
place all our leading projects are on 
hold,” said Carpenter.

In other business, Carpenter 
advised the board the local 
contractors have completed their 
work on the projects on 150th north 
of Highway 2 and on Vail while 
work is continuing on 45th. Weather 
and time dependent, the county 
will begin work on fertilizing and 
mulching on completed projects.

“Before Jeff left we interviewed 
for a sign guy/weed commissioner 
and we need to figure out where we 
want to go from there whether we 
want to revise that position a little 
bit or leave it the same,” Carpenter 
added. “We need to figure out 
where we want to go because also 
we posted for a regular operator 
position and we’ve gotten several 
applications for that as well and we 
haven’t started interviewing for that 
position yet.”

Jack Reed was present to discuss 
the Family Medical Leave Act with 
the board. Reed reminded the board 
of their recent decision to make the 

switch to a 12-month forward rolling 
year policy versus the old version of 
12-month back as the former plan as 
the new approved plan is the simpler 
version.

“Several of my counties have 
done away with that as it’s too much 
bookkeeping and too much to do,” 
Reed stated of the old version of the 
counties FMLA plan.

“It was approved on Nov. 5,” 
Wayne County Auditor Michelle 
Dooley reminded the board.  

“One of the other decisions 
you get to make as the employer for 
FMLA is how the employee gets to 
use or can use approved leave time,” 
Reed said. “So as the employer you 
can force the employee to use all 
their accrued leave time on FMLA if 
you want.”

“It (the handbook) said required 
before and now it says may use,” 
Dooley said.

“So it was required before to 
use it?” asked Tom Swearingin.

“It was required and everyone 
knew upfront that if you went on 
FMLA and had any accrued sick or 
vacation that you were going to be 
required and there was no question 
about it as you were required to use 
it and when you were out you out,” 
said Dooley. “And now there’s some 
flexibility and options.”

Dooley also informed the board 
six applications were received for 
the deputy auditor position. 

In meeting updates, Supervisor 
John Sellers informed the board 
he attended a recent 10-15 Transit 
meeting. Sellers stated they have 
purchased another residence that will 
be demolished for additional parking 
and additional garage space. 

“Things are looking very well 
and it’s just a matter of getting the 
word out what they are and what is 
available,” Sellers said. “This isn’t 
the old Seneca operation and they 
are updating constantly with more 
minivans and looking at what is 
available for handicap accessible.” 

“I have never seen in my years 
with them as low of repairs as now 
and it’s because our fleet is new,” 
Sellers added. 

Sellers also added he attended 
the SIDCA meeting and was advised 
they are currently on the governor’s 
budget list at this time. 

“We are out of money as we 
have spent the very last of it,” 
Sellers said. “So we are sitting there 
with $178,000 obligated that is in 
progress.”

Supervisor Duffy Kester 
informed the board he attended a 
board meeting at Public Health. 
Kester stated they are going to inform 
the public health board the board 
of supervisors has no plan to keep 
paying to keep them accredited.

“Something’s got to be done, “ 
Kester stated.

Kester also reported he attended 
a Milestones meeting.

Dotts reported he attended 
Chariton Valley Housing and 
Development meeting and a 
Transportation and Advisory 
meeting. 

“I have a question, I see where 
different entities are supporting that 
group that you have coming in to 
study the housing,” Kester began. 
“Has Wayne County offered any 
money for that?’

“Wayne County Development 

With the second week of January 
here in full swing, we wanted to take 
a moment to look back at the last half 
of 2018. Here’s an overview of the 
headlines that made our paper from 
July through the end of December.

Bob O’Donnell was hired as 
the new President of Corydon State 
Bank. O’Donnell moved to Corydon 
from Pocahontas with his wife 

Looking back at the last half of 2018 as we enter 2019 full speed ahead
Sharon.

James Wiltamuth was sworn in 
as the new Wayne County Deputy 
Sheriff. Wayne Lady Falcons quest 
to state softball tournament ends 
after Martensdale St.-Marys puts 
together a revved up seventh inning 
to make a comeback win in regional 
championship game. 

Redeemed: A second change 

boutique awarded checks to Prairie 
Trails Family Aquatic Center Learn 
to Swim program, Wayne County 
Development Corp for Summer on 
the Square and the Lineville Fire 
Department. Also receiving checks 
were The Corydon & Allerton 
Chamber of Commerce for the 
Corydon lighting project, Corydon 
Fire Department and the Wayne 

County Child and Family Abuse 
Council.

Former Wayne Lady Falcon 
softball player Cassandra (Darrah) 
Allen was inducted into the Iowa 
Girls High School Association 
Athletic Union Softball Hall of 
Fame. The induction ceremony 
was held before the Class 1A 
championship in Fort Dodge on 
July 19.

Seven Wayne County residents 
were announced as they made a bid 
for the Wayne County Fair Queen. 
Those that entered the queen contest 
were Ali Enright, Katie Gassman, 
Chloe Goretska, Taylor Guffey, 
Karryn Nickell, Lauren Terrell and 
Harley Trimble.

Cook Insurance and MAX 
insurance donated a $4,000 check to 
the American Legion in Corydon to 
help offset the cost of installing an 
air conditioner unit into the building.  
Allerton City Council announced 
during the July 10 meeting, water 
and sewer rates would rise after 
being denied a grant.

The Corydon mural featuring 
history, nature and landmarks of 
Corydon was completed. Corydon 
Development Corp. sponsored the 
mural, along with donations from 
various organizations and it was 
completed by two University of 
Iowa art students. 

The former Hotel Rea was 
brought back to life by the Hagan 
family and began taking reservations 
in the summer of 2018. The Hagan 
family continued working on other 
building space to allow more 
businesses to open in Corydon.

A bench honoring the late Craig 
DeVore, who passed away in March 
of 2018, was donated and placed at 
the Wayne County Fairgrounds in 
Corydon. Connie Cox was named 
the Corydon Old Settler’s speaker 
for 2018.

Katie Gassman was crowned 
the 2018 Wayne County Fair Queen. 
The Wayne County Fair Princess 
was Madalyn McCaslen and Presten 
Allen was the Fair Prince.

Dan and Cheryl Goretska were 
inducted into the 4-H Hall of Fame. 
The 2018 Wayne County Fair was 
dedicated to Burton Prunty.

Pastor James Buckhahn (Pastor 
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