
Loebsck rep to be in 
Corydon

 Congressman Dave Loeb-
sack’s representative Dien 
Judge will at the courthouse in 
Corydon Wednesday, July 17 
from 12:30 to 1:30 p.m.

Events planned at 
area parks

The Wayne County Conser-
vation has several upcoming 
events.

Thursday, July 11, kayakihg 
at Moore-Gosch Park, Linev-
ille. This will be a beginners 
kayaking event, eight kayaks 
available to use, or bring your 
own, ages eight +. You must 
register by noon July 10 by 
email Hannan at hwiltamuth@
appanoosecounty.net to let us 
know how many are coming.

Saturday, July 20, 10 a.m., 
Bob White Park beach, Aller-
ton. Join the naturalist to go 
fishing. Poles and bait will be 
provided. Minors must be ac-
companied by an adult. People 
16 and older who plan to par-
ticipate must have a current 
fishing license.

Saturday, July 20, Leaf art at 
1 p.m. at Bob White Park shel-
ter house, Allerton. Pressing, 
printing and sketching to pre-
serve leaves for ID and study.

Wayne County Fair 
approaching

The Wayne County Fair is 
fast approaching! Dates are set 
for July 23 – July 29.  You may 
view a copy of the 2019 Fair 
book on the Wayne County 
Fair website by going to www.
waynecofair.com or the Iowa 
State University website at 
www.iastate.edu/wayne. For 
$5 you may purchase a copy 
of the book by contacting Lisa 
Moore at Corydon State Bank. 

Open Class exhibits will 
be entered on July 23 from 
10 a.m. – 5 p.m. in the Event 
Center.  Those exhibits will be 
released on July 28 from 9-10 
p.m. or July 29 from 7:30-8:30 
a.m.  No early release of items 
will be allowed!   

Season passes are $30 each 
and may be purchased at 
Corydon State Bank and Great 
Western Bank in Corydon, 
Peoples Bank in Seymour or 
at the gate any day of the fair.  
Daily admission to the fair is $9 
per day (4th grade and under is 
free) and will go to $15 after 5 
p.m. July 25 – July 28.  

Sewal Reunion 
planned

The Sewal reunion will be 
held Sunday, July 14, 12 noon 
at the Sewal Community Cen-
ter. Come and join everyone for 
an afternoon of food and fellow-
ship. Church service begins at 
10:30 a.m. with a potluck din-
ner at noon. Drinks and table 
service are provided. For more 
information contact Delbert Lig-
gett, 641-344-5210.

Hunter safety 
course set

A hunter safety class is set 
for Aug. 3, 8 a.m. to 5 p.m. at 
Pin Oak Marsh. Register online 
at IowaDNR.gov. Anyone 18 or 
older may take the course on-
line.

New art display at 
Corydon State Bank

The WAYCO Arts Council 
art display for July at Corydon 
State Bank is Paula Coffey of 
Chariton with her sculptured 
ceramics.
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The next Summer on the Square 
series is scheduled for Thursday, 
July 11 with Kevin Lindgren set to 
perform. Lindgren hails from central 
and southern Iowa with music 
including classic rock and classic 
country.

Lindgren covers a mix of 
90’s rock and 2000’s country and 
has opened for Granger Smith, 
Jason Boland, Lee DeWyze, Ryan 
Montbleau, Miggs, Terry McDermott 

Summer on the Square 
continues with music from 
Kevin Lindgren

Kevin Lindgren

and more. 
The Corydon Farmers Market 

is set to begin at 5 p.m. on the 
courthouse lawn with the Corydon-
Allerton Chamber of Commerce 
serving food and desserts. Lindgren 
will take the stage at 7 p.m.

As always bring your lawn 
chairs and enjoy great music and 
food! In case of rain the concert will 
be held in the Wayne Theater. 

Middlebrook fares well at 
FBLA Nationals

Jared Middlebrook

Wayne FBLA members Jared 
Middlebrook, Seth Sheriff, Allison 
Wik and Lexi Brazeal recently at-
tended the FBLA National Leader-
ship Conference in San Antonio, 
Texas. Middlebrook competed in 
the Job Interview contest at the Na-
tional level and placed second in the 
competition.

Middlebrook was also the only 
Iowa FBLA member to complete 
the American level of Business 
Achievement Awards.

He is a 2019 Wayne Commu-
nity School graduate and is the son 
of Mike and Mendy Middlebrook of 
Corydon and John and Kim Arnold 
of Centerville.

Members from McClure formerly known as McClure Engineering presented the Wayne County Development Corp their Wayne County Housing 
Plan on July 2 at the Prairie Trails Museum. Pictured above front row, left to right: Libby Crimmings, Dorcas Okaidjah,  Denise Becker and Bonita 
Wells. Back row: Zachary Mannheimer, Jared Chambers, Caleb Housh, Clint Sloss, David Dotts and Dave Daughton. Photo by Jen Reed

McClure presents 
Wayne Coun-
ty Housing Plan 
that could have 
an 18.25 million 
impact on county 
economy
by Jen Reed

“Community leaders agree that 
there is a housing crisis here in Wayne 
County,” began Jared Chambers 
with the Wayne County Develop-
ment Corporation during the presen-
tation held July 2 at the Prairie Trails 
Museum. Team members from Mc-
Clure, formerly known as McClure 
Engineering of Clive presented their 
findings for a plan of action to help 
combat the housing needs within all 
of Wayne County.

Several groups and cities within 
the county donated money recently 
for McClure to conduct a survey 
and housing needs plan that could 
be followed to help with the housing 
needs.

“Although we have identified 
the problem, it is difficult to find a 
solution that is affordable,” Cham-
bers continued. “Businesses and in-
dustries are growing but the housing 
shortage remains as the number one 
constraint to the economic growth 
here in Wayne County.”

“Quality workforce housing is 
basically nonexistent throughout the 
county and we knew we needed ex-
pertise to help us meet our goal of 
addressing Wayne County’s hous-
ing shortage,” said Chambers. “The 
steering committee team that con-
sists of Caleb Housh, Dave Daugh-
ton, David Dotts, Bonita Wells, De-
nise Becker and myself, contacted 
with engineering company and their 
placemaking division to guide us 
to find housing solutions for all of 
Wayne County.”

McClure was founded in 1956 
with a vision of building strong com-
munities. Their mission statement of 
building relationships to help clients 
be successful is one that is appealing 
for Wayne County needs. 

“A line I found on their website 
and I feel it’s great and this can be 
true for all of Wayne County,  ev-
ery town has potential and McClure 
seeks to help communities unlock it 
so they can thrive in today’s global 
economy,” Chambers added before 
introducing Libby Crimmings, Vice 
Principal Community Placemaker of 
McClure.

The McClure placemaker team 
works in rural communities with a 
goal to discover what each commu-
nity’s challenges are.

“The good news is your chal-
lenge is not unique and you are do-
ing something about it,” Crimmings 
began. “A lot of communities are not 
and you looking for creative ways to 
solve these challenges.”

The placemaker team worked 
together on their survey for Wayne 
County and placed their plan of ac-
tion along on how to work towards 
the goal of finding more housing for 

Wayne County Sheriff’s office plans for K-9 return; 
discussion on Corydon Lake Park conditions con-
tinue between county, city and conservation

our area. The plan is outlined on 
the www.waynecountyhousing.com 
website. 

“We know there is a problem,” 
said Crimmings. “We don’t have 
enough housing stock. We don’t 
have enough single-family homes. 
We don’t have enough rental proper-
ties. We don’t have enough modern 
rental properties, that are attainable 
and affordable for people.”

With the housing shortage al-
ready being of issue, the plans for 
East Penn’s expansion and plans to 
add approximately 200 to 250 new 
jobs within the next one to three 
years, this issue will only continue 
to get worse if not addressed. Mc-
Clure reached out to local employ-
ers and the feedback they received 
echoed.

“Most major employers felt 
housing is directly affecting their re-
cruitment efforts,” said Crimmings. 
“You can have a really great job, 
a good paying job but if you don’t 
have some place for people to live 
you’re going to have a real hard 
time attracting people and keeping 
people.”

With several jobs being filled by 
those from out-of-county, it brings 
longer commutes to those and there-
fore a loss of money within Wayne 
County. The 2015 census data shows 
880 people are employed within 
Wayne County, but live outside the 
county. Without the housing avail-
able, the county loses tax dollars 
and other money that could be spent 
within Wayne’s economy. 

Developers are needed to build 
properties in the county. Unfor-
tunately developers need money 
upfront to begin building to help 
bring those from out-of-county into 
Wayne to live.

“The good thing is you have 
an industry here with lots of good 
paying jobs, and it sounds like even 

more coming soon so we need to de-
cide how to incentivize developers 
to make and make it different than 
any other place,” said Crimmings. 

Wayne County also faces the 
challenge of blighted and abandoned 
homes. Blighted properties may in-
clude vacant, abandoned, boarded 
up, dilapidated, deteriorated condi-
tion, with excess junk and/or poorly 
maintained. These properties create 
an eyesore to the community and 
typically property taxes are not be-
ing collected on them.

Currently Wayne County sits 
with over 1,044 parcels that are tax 
delinquent. This equals $405,104 in 
unpaid property taxes. 

Wayne County,  like many other 
governments currently use a tax lien 
or sale program, which will sell the 
parcel to another owner who possi-
bly has little to no intention or com-
mitment requirements to redevelop 
or maintain the property. This means 
our local land may end up in the 

hands of out-of-state buyers causing 
us to lose out on land that could be 
developed into new housing to fit our 
local needs.

With the plan brought forth by 
McClure if the steps are taken to 
move forward, it brings the poten-
tial of a major economic impact for 
Wayne County. A financial impact of 
18.25 million that can be seen across 
the county over the next five to six 
years plus the property tax income.

“We wrote this at a county level 
and I think you are doing a really 
great thing approaching it that way,” 
said Crimmings. “You did a good job 
as a steering committee setting this 
up from the very beginning.”

“There are not many places that 
are developing county-wide plans,” 
Crimmings stated.

“There are only three,” said 
Zachary Manheimer, McClure Prin-
cipal Community Placemaker. “Three 
out of 99 counties in Iowa and you 
are one of them.”

The housing plan from Mc-
Clure  includes the first short  action 
of developing a revolving load fund 
(RLF). With the main goal of the 
RLF to be a way to spur develop-
ment of 172 new general occupancy 
units by 2025 including 64 single-
family homes and 108 modern 
multi-family units.

“Is this doable, yes,” said 
Crimmings. “Is this challenging? 
Yes. The good news is it can all be 
done and our plan is not meant to be 
set in stone it is meant to be a rough 
draft so if we need to adjust some of 
the targets or numbers you can see 
a substantial increase if we can get 
some of this going.”

“The thing we have to change 
right away as every community we 
work with is we have to have the 
belief it can be done,” Crimmings 
continued. “A lot of times some be-
lieve it sounds impossible and these 
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by Jen Reed
Wayne County Sheriff Keith 

Davis was present at the July 1 Board 
of Supervisors meeting requesting 
approval for hiring a new Reserve 
Deputy Sheriff for the county. 
Sheriff Davis informed the board an 
application was received from Josh 
Strife and a letter of recommendation 
was received from Deputy James 
Wiltamuth on the hiring of Strife.

Strife was a reserve deputy with 
the City of Centerville since 2017. 
The board approved the hiring of 
Strife at the rate of $1 per year. 

Following the approval Davis 
informed the board of plans to restart 
the K-9 program within the county. 
Davis stated the reserve fund will 
be donating $5,000 towards the K-9 
fund.

“There is $5,000 in the K-9 fund 
already and it will be about $18,000 

for the K-9 plus the training,” stated 
Davis. “The new vehicle is going 
to be equipped for the K-9 and Jim 
Bob (Wiltamuth) is the one wanting 
to handle the K-9 and he is really 
good with it. At this time we need to 
start the fundraising to raise another 
$8,000.”

With members from the City 
of Corydon and the Wayne County 
Conservation present, discussion 
turned to the conditions of the 
Corydon Lake Park. In a previous City 
of Corydon council meeting, council 
member Nathan Bennett expressed 
concern regarding the conditions of 
the park compared to others within 
the county and questioned who was 
responsible for the upkeep of the 
park.

“Thank you all for coming,” 
Supervisor and Wayne County 

Conservation member Tom 
Swearingin began. “It seems there 
is some disagreements and unhappy 
thoughts about the Corydon Lake 
Park which is the reason I called 
you all here.”

“I looked at the agreement and 
there has been some disagreements 
going on for some time,” Swearingin 
continued. “In the paper there were 
some comments about how much 
longer you have in the agreement. 
I took the agreement to Alan Wilson 
(Wayne County Attorney) and it can 
be ended today if everybody is in 
agreement.”

“I don’t know that we want 
to actually end it,” said City of 
Corydon Mayor Dennis Moorman. 
“A lot of people around thinks the 

continued on page 3


