
Superhero Sep-
tember for library

 Outlaw Pizza is hosting Su-
perhero September. For every 
large pizza bought in Septem-
ber an an anonymous donor will 
donate $500 to the LeCompte 
Library if Outlaw sells 1,000 
pizzas! Eat pizza! 
Open house set for 

public health
Wayne County Public Health 

and Wayne County Home Care 
Aide Agency will be having an 
open house/luncheon Wednes-
day, Sept. 11 from 11 a.m. to 
1:30 p.m. in the back parking lot 
of Wayne County Public Health/
Prairie Trail Dental office, 100 
E. South St., Corydon.

Come see our newly paint-
ed offices, meet and talk with 
the staff, learn about all the 
programs availabe for Wayne 
County and enjoy hot dogs, 
hamburgers, salads and lem-
onaide!

Allerton Alumni 
Banquet tickets

The 66th Allerton Alumni 
banquet will be held on Sat-
urday, Sept. 21 at 5:30 p.m. 
Classes to be honored are: 
1944, 1949, 1954, 1959, 1964, 
1969 and 1974. The cost of 
the banquet is $14 per person. 
The deadline for reservations 
is Saturday, Sept. 14. You may 
call, text or e-mail Ben Taylor to 
make your reservation. Tickets 
will be available at the Aller-
ton Library from 2 – 5 p.m. the 
day of the banquet. You may 
prepay by mailing a check or 
you can pay when you pick up 
your tickets. Ben Taylor, 1415 
Merle Hay Road, Des Moines, 
IA  50311-2046, e-mail  bjtay-
lor1946@gmail.com or call 
515-633-0658.

Preschool story 
time

The LeCompte Memorial Li-
brary will hold preschool story 
time on Tuesdays, beginning 
Sept. 3, from 10 to 11 a.m. 
for children ages 0-six years 
of age, with an adult. Read a 
couple of short stories, finger-
plays, a craft and small snack. 
This is a drop in story time, any 
young ones are welcome! Call 
641-872-1621 if you have any 
questions.

Monarch tagging 
program set

The Wayne County Conser-
vation Board will have some 
monarch tagging programs 
as we are at our peak migra-
tion for monarchs! Help the 
Wayne County Conservation 
Board Naturalist tag migrating 
monarchs and learn about their 
biology, migration and ways 
to help them on their way to 
Mexico. Sept. 14, 8 a.m., Bob-
white south shelter and walk 
into the prairie to fin monarchs. 
Sept. 21, 3 p.m. Corydon Lake 
Park’s campground meet and 
walk from there looking for 
monarchs.

New display at 
Corydon State Bank

The September art display 
sponsored by WAYCO Arts 
Councils is paintings by Regina 
(Clark) Hook from Centerville.

Yoga classes 
beginning

Holly Arnold will be teach-
ing yoga classes at the Prai-
rie Trails Wellness Center on 
Wednesdays at 5 p.m. begin-
ning Sept. 11. To sign up please 
call 641-872-3473 or for more 
information.

Around
the Area
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The Wayne FFA Chapter is pictured on stage at the 2019 Farm Progress Show on Aug. 28 after finishing third overall in the Pioneer Brand A-Series 
Soybean Big A Challenge winning their chapter a $1,000 check. Pictured above receiving the award, left to right: American Farm Bureau President 
Zippy Duvall, Thomas Earls, Kadon Gassman, Camryn Jacobsen, Zayden Mitchell, Pioneer Seeds Representative Josh Knutson,  Pioneer Account 
Manager Chad Arp, Amber Kelly, Payton Runyon, Brooklyn Reed, Reese Brown and Wayne FFA Chapter Advisor Dan May. Photo by Jen Reed

The Wayne FFA Chapter proudly stand in front of their Big-A statue they submitted and placed third with earning them a $1,000 check for their 
chapter. The Big-A featured photos of Wayne FFA members, officers, farmers within the community and FFA projects. Pictured above in front, 
left to right: Thomas Earls, Zayden Mitchell, Payton Runyon, Camryn Jacobsen and Pioneer Account Manager Chad Arp. Back row standing: 
Pioneer Seeds Representative Josh Knutson, Kadon Gassman, Reese Brown, Amber Kelly, Brooklyn Reed and Wayne FFA Chapter Advisor Dan 
May. Photo by Jen Reed

by Jen Reed
During the Aug. 26 Board of 

Supervisors meeting Lineville May-
or Jack Shields was in attendance to 
request help with back property tax-
es on properties as the city looked to 
take title to nuisance properties.

“We are in the process of trying 
to obtain the properties on the east of 
the square in Lineville that have fell 
in and they need to be cleaned up and 
removed,” began Shields. “There’s 
one property you have possession of 
that has back taxes on it, another that 
is still in owner’s name that has quite 
a bit of back taxes on it.”

“What I’m asking is would you 
forgive that or at least a portion of 
that for us to take ownership of it?” 
Shields continued. 

“If you’re going to take owner-
ship of it and the responsibility to 
clean it up that’s a big cost,” said Su-
pervisor Tom Swearingin.

“We’re trying to clean up that 
east side,” said Shields.

Cities within Wayne County working 
to clean up nuisance properties

“How many properties and what 
kind of money are we talking on the 
back taxes?” asked Supervisor Don 
Seams.

“One of them is I believe $235 
and the other is real close to $1,400,” 
said Shields. “One owner will deed 
the property to the city if the taxes 
are forgiven.”

“The other property we, (Wayne 
County) owns and we will deed it 
to them for them to clean up,” said 
Swearingin.

“That would be a good deal 
then,” said Seams.

“That’s my opinion on it,” said 
Swearingin. 

“We will do what we can for 
you,” said Supervisor David Dotts.

The City of Humeston is also 
looking for help within the county 
to have taxes waived as they look to 
have taxes waived on a property they 
obtained and plan to demolish. Dotts 
read the letter from the city request-

ing to have the 2018 property taxes 
in the amount of $74 waived. 

The supervisors approved this 
request on the tax waiver.

“The more of these places we 
get cleaned up the better,” said 
Swearingin.

Wayne County Emergency 
Management Director Bill Byrns 
informed the supervisors of the re-
cent visits to the county by FEMA 
representatives.

“We started off with meeting 
at the Wayne Community Schools, 
City of Corydon and finished the 
week at Lineville,” said Byrns. 
“This was all preliminary as they 
gather information.”

The FEMA representatives were 
set to attend a meeting at the Wayne 
County Courthouse late morning on 
Aug. 26 with Byrns, the supervisors 
and others within the county regard-
ing the help from FEMA.

Byrns also advised the board he 

has finalized a 17-course study to 
become an Iowa Certified Emer-
gency Management Coordinator. 
The course took approximately 
one-year to complete.

County Engineer Randy Zerr 
advised the board he would be in 
attendance at the FEMA Recovery 
Scoping meeting later in the morn-
ing. He stated they would be going 
through the list of 27 line items to 
examine where each step was in 
the process.

The secondary roads depart-
ment is also currently working on 
the annual DOT report that is due 
Sunday, Sept. 15 as well as the 
GASBY report for the state audi-
tors. 

Swearingin informed the 
board he attended a conservation 
meeting and stated the new Con-
servation Director Kenny Banks 
was doing a great job.

The next Board of Supervisors 
meeting will be held on Monday, 
Sept. 9 at 9 a.m.

Wayne FFA 
Chapter brings 
home big check 
from Pioneer 
Big-A Challenge
by Jen Reed

The Wayne FFA Chapter has 
shown true dedication in every chal-
lenge accepted and goal they strive 
to meet. August 28 was no exception 
as FFA members and officers board-
ed a charter bus at 4:30 a.m. with the 
moon still shining bright above them 
to make the five-hour trek to Deca-
tur, Ill.

It was there at the 2019 Farm 
Progress Show where they would 
finally find out their placing in the 
Pioneer Brand A-Series Soybeans 
Big-A Challenge. 

This challenge began back in the 
fall of 2018 when the Farm Business 
Management Class at Wayne sub-
mitted an essay on how farmers in 
our community benefit from plant-
ing Pioneer Brand-A Series Soy-
beans. Along with the essay mem-
bers submitted a proposed design for 
the Big-A seven-foot tall statue.

The project was scored on 
theme, writing quality, creative es-
say, creative design, and capturing 
the spirits of Pioneer and the local 
community. The top 15 chapters 
selected would receive the Big-A 
statue to decorate according to their 
proposed design and submit to be 
judged.

On June 1 the Wayne FFA Chap-
ter received notice their submission 
had made the top three where not 
only would their Big-A be on display 
at the 2019 Farm Progress Show, but 
they were also in the running for a 
top monetary prize being awarded.

With FFA chapters from Iowa 
and Illinois eligible to compete the 
top three selections all hailed from 
the State of Iowa. Along with Wayne, 
the Mount Ayr and Tama Chapters 
were also in the running for the top 
prize. 

The Mount Ayr FFA Chapter 
was headed up last year by Court-
ney May who is a new addition to  
theWayne faculty this year, and also 
holds another title as Mrs. Dan May. 

The Wayne and Mount Ayr stu-
dents shared a charter bus to make 
the trip to Decatur, Ill. to finally find 
out who would take home the top 
prize in the challenge.

Wayne FFA Chapter President 
Amber Kelly and Vice President 
Camryn Jacobsen shared the stage 
to read Wayne’s submitted essay be-
fore all in attendance. Shortly after 
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Wayne County res-
idents can get as-
sistance for home 
repairs through 
Chariton Valley 
Regional Housing 
Trust Fund
by Jen Reed

Many in the county may be un-
aware, but home assistance for re-
pairs can be found right here close 
to home. The Chariton Valley Re-
gional Housing Trust Fund is mov-
ing into their 10th year to help pro-
vide home assistance to those that 
may be of need, throughout a four-
county area.

Wayne County residents along 
with those hailing from Appanoose, 
Lucas and Monroe Counties have 
the ability to apply for a grant or 
forgivable loan if needing to make 
necessary repairs to their home. 
Residents have the ability to receive 
up to $12,500 if qualifying through 
their application process form.
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