
Meet the author 
night planned

 The Karl LeCompte Memorial 
Library in Corydon invites you 
to meet the author night with 
Deb Landwehr Engle on Thurs-
day, March 28 from 5 to 7 p.m. 
Engle has written: Be the Light 
That You Are, Grace From the 
Garden, The Only LIttle Prayer 
You Need and Let your Spirit 
Guides Speak. Questions call 
library director Leona Darrah at 
641-872-1621.

Corydon’s spring 
clean up date set

 The City of Corydon has set 
spring clean up day as Thurs-
day, April 25. Please do not set 
anything on the curb until the 
weekend of April 20. No large 
appliances, tires, building ma-
terials ot toxic materials. Watch 
for Midwest Sanitation’s ad for 
more details closer to time.

Free income tax 
preparation

 Wayne County Extension 
is a Volunteer Income Tax As-
sisance (VITA) site. If your in-
come is $55,000 or less, you 
may be able to take advantage 
of free income tax preparation. 
Appointments are available 
Thursday evenings and Sat-
urday mornings. The tax pre-
parers are IRS certified com-
munity volunetters. Please call 
641-872-1755 to make an ap-
pointment.

Spring migration 
watch set

 A spring migration watch will 
be held April 6 from 1 to 4 p.m. 
at the Bob White Park shelter 
house. Along with warmer tem-
peratures our summer birds 
are returning. Join a naturalist 
anytime from 1 to 4 p.m. to look 
for migrating birds and learn 
birdwatching skills.

Lenten Lunches
 Lenten lunches will be held 
on Thursdays (March 21, 
March 28, April 4 and April 11) 
at 12 noon at the United Meth-
odist Church in Corydon. Each 
week a short service is lead by 
different area churches who 
also serve lunch following. All 
are invitied to come reflect to-
gether on Jesus’ sacrifice for 
us and fellowship together.

QuickBooks class 
set

 The Corydon & Allerton 
Chamber of Commerce will 
be sponsoring a QuickBooks 
course on March 28 from 4-10 
p.m. in the Wayne High School 
Library.
 The cost is $69 per person for 
all attendees, and must be paid 
in advance, by March 22.  Cur-
rent chamber members will be 
reimbursed $50 upon comple-
tion of the course.  Non-cham-
ber members are welcome as 
well, but will not be reimbursed, 
unless, they join the Chamber.
Computers will be provided, 
and Bryan Ziegler from IHCC 
will be the instructor.
 Contact Cindy Comer at 
Wayne Community Schools if 
you are interested.  641-872-
2184 Ext. 4., or cindy.comer@
wayne.k12.ia.us or come to the 
central office at Wayne Com-
munity Schools.
To join the chamber, contact: 
Mike Thomas-mthomas@
waynecountyhospital.org or  
Mary Goben- mlgoben@gmail.
com.
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Dave Daughton is pictured above with Wayne FFA Chapter members Morgan Knutson and Seth Sheriff after 
being selected as the 2018-2019 Honorary FFA Member. Photo by Jen Reed

Jill Runyon is pictured above with Wayne FFA Chapter members Morgan Knutson and Seth Sheriff after 
being selected as the 2018-2019 Honorary FFA Member. Photo by Jen Reed

Alliant Energy recently filed 
applications with the Iowa Utilities 
Board (IUB) requesting a 24.45% 
retail rate increase for residential 
electric customers and 25% rate 
increase for residential gas customers 
beginning in 2020. Alliant has also 
requested an interim electric rate 
increase of $89.9 million among all 
classes, beginning April 1, 2019. 

The IUB will hold ten public 
comment meetings in April and 
May to provide Alliant customers 
an opportunity to express their 
views about Alliant’s proposed rate 
increases and the utility’s overall 
quality of service. IUB is working 
to arrange remote participation via 
online webinar at the venues.
The following public comment 
meetings are scheduled:
•Creston: 5:30 p.m. Thursday, 
April 11, at Southwest Community 
College, Performing Art 
Center, 1501 W. Townline St. 
•Marshalltown: 5:30 p.m. Tuesday, 
April 23, at Iowa Valley Education 
Center, 3702 S. Center St. 
•Storm Lake: 5:30 p.m. Wednesday, 
May 1, at Buena Vista University, 

Iowa Utilities Board schedules 
public meetings for Alliant 
Energy’s proposed rate increases

Science Center, 610 W. Fourth St. 
•Mason City: 11:30 a.m. 
Thursday , May 2, at the 
Historic Park Inn, 7 W. State St. 
•Decorah: 6 p.m. Thursday, May 2, at 
the Hotel Winneshiek, 104 E. Water St. 
•Ottumwa: 6 p.m. Wednesday, 
May 8, at the Bridge View 
Center, 102 Church St. 
•West Burlington: 11:30 a.m. 
Wednesday, May 22, at Southeastern 
Community College, Building 300, 
1500 W. Agency Road.
•Clinton: 5:30 p.m. Wednesday, 
May 22, at Clinton Community 
College, Tech Center, 1951 
Manufacturing Drive. 
•Dubuque: 11:30 a.m. Thursday, May 
23, at the Hotel Julien, 200 Main St. 
• Cedar Rapids: 5:30 p.m. Thursday, 
May 23, at Kirkwood Community 
College, Main Campus, Iowa Hall, 
6301 Kirkwood Boulevard S.W.

Persons with disabilities 
requiring assistance or devices 
to observe or participate should 
contact the IUB at (515) 725-
7300 at least five days prior of the 
meeting’s scheduled date to request 
appropriate arrangements.

by Jen Reed
Two weeks ago I put my heart 

and soul into a story titled “Should 
Iowa be forced to level the playing 
field for small public schools versus 
private schools?” When I completed 
that story I was proud of the final 
product. I hoped anyone that read 
it would stand just one moment in 
the shoes of a small town public 
school athlete and see the obstacles 
they are faced with the present Iowa 
High School Athletic Association’s 
classification system. 

I didn’t view this story as a 
controversial subject many others 
may possibly try to avoid. I saw 
this as an opportunity to point out 
how the current system is viewed 
from a small town public school 
perspective.

Nothing could have prepared 
me for how far this story would 
travel. You could say it went viral 
with over 40,000 story views within 
the first week it was uploaded on our 
www.corydontimes.com web page. 
The story has circulated Facebook 
not only from all around the state of 
Iowa, but also reaching many other 
states as well.

With the Iowa High School 
boys’ state basketball tournament 
underway the same day this story 
went live, it only fueled the fire for 
many that felt the current system is 
flawed. It was easy to understand how 
small town public schools would feel 
robbed of a post-season opportunity 
when seeing five of the eight Class 
1A-qualifying teams were private 
schools. Well, those that were able 
to view the boys’ state tournament 
games that is, but that’s another story 
for another day.

Through the help of social media 

The public versus private 
school debate continues for 
small public school athletics

such as Facebook and Twitter, I was 
able to see firsthand so many of the 
story shares as well as comments 
made. Then add in every high 
school principal, superintendent, 
coach, athletic director, parent, 
student-athlete and even sports radio 
stations, that personally reached 
out to me, and trust me there were 
dozens, and I knew how a majority 
of my readers felt. 

Parents all across the state have 
felt the same heartache as Mormon 
Trail Saints players and parents 
recently did following their loss 
to Grandview Christian. School 
administration members and coaches 
have been infuriated for many years 
over the IHSAA not making changes 
to the athletic classes that allow 
private schools with advantages to 
play against their small town public 
schools. This holds true in not only 
basketball, but also many other 
sports including football, wrestling 
and more.

With comments such as “they 
should take their loss and move on”, 
the Saints parents and members of 
this year’s basketball team aren’t 
asking for a redo. They are not 
asking to take a title away from the 
Grandview Christian Thunder team 
that ended their road to state, then 
went on to win their third consecutive 
state championship in Class 1A. 

They simply want to see the 
current system changed.  They are 
asking those within the position at 
the IHSAA to do better for the sake 
of our small town public schools for 
future athletes. 

The subject of public versus 
private schools in athletics is not a 
new one. In fact with the most recent 

SF372 bill gaining a lot of exposure 
in Iowa with its goal to use public 
funds for private and home schooling 
education, this debate runs much 
deeper than athletics.

I however, want to dive deeper 
into only the athletics portion of this 
topic. Not because I believe athletics 
is of greater importance than a high 
school education. I don’t. Being a 
former high school athlete myself 
and raising my daughters with a 
strong presence to athletics, I value 
what can be learned when being a 
member of a team past any win or 
lose situation.

I believe sports can teach you 
something much deeper than you 
can learn in any classroom. You can 
learn how to lose with dignity and 
pride and maybe more importantly 
than that, how to win with grace and 
gratitude.

In my previous story I touched 

briefly on losses suffered by both the 
Mormon Trail School and Seymour 
Community Schools to private 
schools hailing from much larger 
cities. Both of these schools compete 
in the southern Iowa portion of the 
state where some of the lowest poverty 
levels remain and are members of the 
Bluegrass Conference.

While there are small schools 
located all across the State of Iowa, the 
Bluegrass Conference holds nine out 
of 26 of the smallest public schools in 
Iowa. Three of those hold the number 
one, number three and number four 
lowest BEDS school enrollments in 
the state for this current year.

These small schools struggle at 
times to have enough players to even 
make up their own school team as 
those from a small town know all too 
well, there just isn’t a large pool of 
people to pull from. Public schools 
do not discriminate and take in every 
student they can, yet their numbers 
still suffer when the town population 
itself is small.

When the March 6, 2017, EF2 
tornado hit the Seymour Community 
School District, immediate talk began 
of believing that was the end of this 
small public school. Many assumed 
the tragedy would cause the school 
to close. The town and school were 
resilient however, and even without 
a gymnasium of their own, their 
athletics continued on.

Sadly, for three other school 
districts within the Bluegrass 
Conference, their schools were 
forced to close in the last 15 years. 

The conference lost Fox Valley, 
Russell and another Wayne County 
school, Lineville-Clio, changing up 
the dynamics for the Bluegrass.

With these small town public 
schools closing, three private 
schools hailing from the much larger 
cities of Ankeny and Des Moines 
joined the Bluegrass Conference. 
While two of those schools seemed 
to be of a more level playing field, 
Grandview Christian consistently 
remained on top in boys’ basketball 
within the Bluegrass with Ankeny 
Christian not far behind.

That is why this remains such 
a difficult situation to fix. How can 
you make a fair playing field for 
public schools and private schools 
alike? 

Personally I believe no matter 
how things could be changed, there 
isn’t an across the board solution 
that makes everyone happy. I do 
however believe there are options 
that can help our small town public 
schools. I do not believe our small 
town public schools should suffer 
and lose out on opportunities for 
post-season success in athletics.

When a member from the 
IHSAA Classification Committee 
reached out to me after reading my 
story, he asked me what my own 
ideas were regarding a change. He 
informed me the story I had written, 
“struck a chord” with him.

I originally believed a multiplier 
system was the way to go. Alabama 

continued on page 3

Supervisors get ball rolling to fill Engineer 
position with contract being offered
by Jen Reed

Following a closed session 
during the March 11 Wayne County 
Board of Supervisors, the meeting 
was opened up with the board offering 
the Wayne County Engineer position 
to Randy Zerr of West Des Moines. 
Zerr’s tie to Wayne County comes 
from his wife Stacy (Robb) Zerr who 
is a 1992 Wayne Community School 
graduate.

The secondary roads department 
is continually keeping busy, moving 
focus from ice and snow covered 
roads to now hauling rock to help 
with muddy road conditions. 
Assistant Engineer Dan Carpenter 
noted the previous weekend was 
spent thawing pipes out that were 
plugged with ice.

“I don’t think I’ve ever seen a 
year this bad with frost heaves as 
bad as they are as this year,” said 
Supervisor David Dotts.

“I don’t remember ice being like 
it has been and this spring might be 
difficult for the roads and I anticipate 
it will be bad for the gravel and 
pavements,” said Engineer Interim 
Gary Bishop. “Everywhere you go 
you see so many potholes. In fact I’m 
working with Appanoose County to 
see about buying a hot mix patching 
machine and I don’t know if it would 
be worth it for the two counties to 
share one.”

“You’re right about these 
potholes,” said Supervisor Tom 
Swearingin. “They’re bad.”

“That reminds me of the 

Allerton pavement,” Carpenter 
began. “We’ve had it on our radar 
for awhile now and something 
needs done there. Ideally the best 
fix would be a total re-grade but that 
takes an awful lot of money and after 
this winter we just don’t have any 
time. We’re going to have to figure 
something out there.”

“I would like to point out too, 
the potholes are not unique to this 
area,” Dotts added.

“I would also appreciate you 
telling me how long you want me to 
stay on and want my help here,” said 
Bishop. “It’s up to you, just tell me 
what you want just so I know when 
my last day is.”

“We will talk that over with 
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