
Holiday Light 
Tour and Festival 

of Trees
The final weekend for the 

2021 Holiday Light Tour and 
Festival of Trees will be held 
Friday, Dec. 3, Saturday, Dec. 
4 and Sunday, Dec. 5 at the 
Wayne County Fairgrounds from 
5 p.m. until 9 p.m. nightly. These 
are free-will donation events 
with all proceeds benefitting the 
Wayne County Empty Stocking 
and other local charities.

Empty Stocking 
donations needed

Anyone interested in adopting 
a family for the Empty Stocking 
program may call (641) 872-1301. 
All monetary gift donations may 
be mailed to: Empty Stocking, 
Box 435, Corydon, IA 50060 or 
dropped off at the General Relief 
Office in the basement of the 
courthouse. The Empty Stocking 
program is extremely grateful 
for all the generous people of 
Wayne County that help make 
this program successful.

No meals at legion
The senior citizens meals, 

held at the Corydon American 
Legion basement, have been 
cancelled. You may still call 
the Wayne County Hospital for 
meals.
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WCPH to offer 
vaccine for five to11 

year-olds
The Wayne County Public Health 

will be offering the Pfizer vaccine 
for kids five-11 years of age 
Thursday, Dec. 2 in our office at 
100 East South Street in Corydon 
from 3:30 to 5 p.m. They will need 
two doses, 21 days apart. We will 
have available a nurse practitioner 
who will be giving the vaccine 
and can answer any questions 
you may have. Please call for an 
appointment at 641-872-1167.

Public Health to 
have Covid clinics
Public Health will have COVID 

clinics at Walden Park Community 
Building in Corydon from 10 a.m. to 
1 p.m. Wednesday, Dec. 1, 8 and 
15 to administer Moderna, Pfizer, 
J & J, first and second doses and 
booster doses for all brands. Bring 
you vaccine card. No appointment 
needed. Just walk in.

The flu vaccine will also be 
available. It is for 18 and older for 
$30 or we accept Medicare. Please 
bring your Medicare card with you.

Fresh Conversations 
to be held

Wayne County Public Health will 
be having a Fresh Conversations 
class for those 60 and older Dec. 8 
at 1:30 p.m. at the Corydon Senior 
Housing Community Room. They 
will be discussing a health condition 
and eating healthy, exercising and 
a healthy snack will be offered. A 
different class topic will be held the 
second Thursday for each month 
at the same time and place as 
indicated. Please call our office at 
641-872-1167 to sign up.

by Jen Reed
The Wayne County Chamber of 

Commerce has announced the return 
of Chamber Jingle Bucks for this 
upcoming holiday season. Much like 
past holiday seasons, for every five 
dollars spent in local participating 
chamber businesses, shoppers will 
receive one ticket. 

On Saturday, Dec. 18 at 1 p.m. 
the ticket drawing will be held at 
the Wayne Theatre where five lucky 
winners will each receive $100. 
This year will be different as in 
years past; the drawing was for one 
winner only to receive the entire 

Chamber Jingle Bucks are 
back this holiday season!

$500. Chamber members wished 
to spread the holiday spirit further 
in opening it up for five individual 
winners splitting the $500 prize.

This is a great way to support 
our local businesses through the 
holiday season! All ticket winners 
drawn must be present to win.

Along with the Chamber Jingle 
Bucks drawing, the Wayne Theatre 
joins the holiday fun as they present 
free Holiday Movies for the month 
of December. Beginning Sunday, 
Dec. 4, the Wayne Theatre will 
show free Holiday matinee movies 

on Saturday afternoons at 2 p.m.
Free popcorn will be provided 

weekly along with a drawing for five 
admission and concession tickets. 
The drawing will be held 10 minutes 
prior to the 2 p.m. movie showing.

A Christmas Story will kick 
off the free Holiday Movies lineup 
showing on Saturday, Dec. 4 
followed by Elf on Saturday, Dec. 11 
and Polar Express on Saturday, Dec. 
18. Don’t miss out on all the holiday 
fun offered here locally!

A Welcome Home ceremony was held on Nov. 16 as members from the Iowa National Guard’s 3654th Support Maintenance Company arrived in Des Moines at the Des Moines Interna-
tional Airport. The soldiers returned to Iowa after a nearly one-year long deployment to the Middle East. Wyatt Nickell, a 2018 Wayne CSD graduate was among the soldiers returning 
home just before the holiday season. 

Nickell returns home for the holidays after  
nine-month deployment to Middle East

Southern Iowa Plumbing channeled their best rendition from the National Lampoon’s Christmas movie with 
their 2021 display which can be seen along with an additional 56 outdoor light setups around the Wayne 
County Fairgrounds. The fun doesn’t stop there as the Festival of Trees are set up inside the Wayne County 
Fair Events Center where nearly 70 trees are on display. Photo by Brandan Reed

Pictured at left: Wyatt Nickell is 
all smiles after his return home to 
Iowa as he hugs wife, Catherine 
Nickell (left) and sister Gracee 
Wyatt (right).

by Jen Reed
As military families are all too 

familiar, holidays can be a difficult 
time of year when loved ones are 
away serving their country during 
their deployment period. Fortunate-
ly, for Iowa Army National Guard 
soldiers and former Wayne CSD 
graduate Wyatt Nickell, this holiday 
season will be extra special.

Nickell returned to Iowa with 
fellow soldiers from the 3654th Sup-
port Maintenance Company on Nov. 
23, just ahead of the Thanksgiv-
ing holiday. A Welcome Home cer-
emony was held at the Des Moines 
International Airport for the soldiers 
returning after their nine-month (293 
day) deployment at Camp Buehring 
in Udari, Kuwait.

“We weren’t supposed to be back 
this early for Thanksgiving  however 
extra overtime was put in to allow us 
to make it back sooner and I’m so 

Final weekend for Holiday Light 
Tour and Festival of Trees
by Jen Reed

If you missed the first week-
end of the annual Festival of Trees 
and Holiday Light Tour, there’s still 
time to make your way out to the 
Wayne County Fairgrounds for the 
final weekend for both events. These 
events, brought to you by the Wayne 
County Chamber of Commerce and 
the Wayne County Fair Association, 
will be happening Friday, Dec. 3, 
Saturday, Dec. 4 and Sunday, Dec. 5 
from 5 to 9 p.m. each evening.

These are free-will offering 
events will all proceeds benefitting 
the Wayne County Empty Stocking 

program and other local charities. 
Bake sales, silent auctions and oth-
er fun activities will also be taking 
place during the festivities. 

Don’t miss your chance to see 
Santa as well as pictures with Santa 
will take place on Saturday, Dec. 4 
from 5:30 until 7:30 p.m. Along with 
the visit from Santa, face painting 
and cookie decorating will also be 
available during the event.

Grab your family and head on 
out to the Wayne County Fairgrounds 
to kick off the holiday season while 
also supporting local charities

City of Corydon takes action 
following closed session

grateful for that,” said Nickell. 
Nickell works as a construction 

equipment repairer for the 91L. His 
duties include tactical inspections to 
ensure vehicles are mission capable 
while overseas.

While technology advances have 
certainly aided in helping military 
members stay connected back home 
during these several months long de-
ployment periods, at times there are 
noticeable difficulties as well.

“Having cellphones definitely 
makes it better, but the time differ-
ence was difficult,” he added. “I 
would be eight or nine hours ahead 
of my family here so it was hard at 
times to communicate as I would ei-
ther be sleeping or at work when they 
would be available to talk. Overall 
though it still makes it easier and 
makes the time while gone seem to 
go by quicker. My parents and wife 
struggled quite a bit at times with me 
gone, but having the phone contact 
did help with that.”

He noted his wife held a lot of 
responsibility while he was gone as 

she moved into a new home in Cory-
don.

“Overall though my family and 
friends handled it really well,” Nick-
ell said.

When asked what his first plans 
were with his arrival home there was 
no delay in Nickell’s response. “I 
plan to spend as much time with my 
family as possible now,” he stated.

He is also looking to return back 
to a normal life including finding a 
job in the very near future. 

Nickell will officially be re-
leased from this deployment on 
Monday, Dec. 20 and will return to 
drill process in March of 2022.

“I have gotten to do a lot of 
things and take part in things I never 
imagined I would before joining the 
Army and I hope more children in 
Wayne County look into what the 
Iowa National Guard can do for 
them as well,” he said in closing. 
“Deployments can help you find 
yourself and open up so many pos-
sibilites. It’s been a great experience 
for me.”

Santa Claus traveled to the Wayne County Fairgrounds in style this year 
on his Harley for the 2021 Holiday Light Tour and Festival of Trees. 
Don’t forget to bring your kiddos out to visit him Saturday, Dec. 4 from 
5:30 until 7:30 p.m. Photo by Brandan Reed

The City of Corydon held their 
regular meeting on Nov. 24 where 
the council went into closed session 
at the end of the meeting. As the 
council came out of closed session, 
employee termination action was 

taken. The council voted three-to-
one to terminate a City of Corydon 
employee. 

The next regular council meet-
ing was set for Wednesday, Dec. 8 
at 5:30 p.m.


