
Homemade suet 
cakes class

 Join the Naturalist at the 
Bob White Park Office to learn 
about birds in winter, and make 
homemade suet cakes and 
birdfeeders for your birds on 
Jan. 4 from 12 noon to 2 p.m. 
As time permits, we will take a 
hike to watch birds. This pro-
gram is great for all ages, but 
children must be accompanied 
by an adult. Space is limited. 
Please reserve your space by 
emailing hwiltamuth@appa-
noosecounty.net
 
Karoake at Corydon 
Legion New Year’s 

Eve
The Corydon American Le-

gion Lounge will be hosting 
karoake Tuesday, Dec. 31 from 
9 p.m. to 1 a.m. 

2020 Farm Bill 
decision meeting
The Extension Office will be 

holding a meeting for Wayne 
County on Wednesday, Jan. 22 
from 1:30 p.m. until 4:30 p.m. 
The meeting for 2020 Farm Bill 
Decisions will go over program 
rules and regulations, and the 
ARC or PLC Decision Farm 
Stress Management and Farm 
Stress Management and relat-
ed resources. The meeting will 
be held at the Wayne County 
Extension Office. Please call 
(641) 872-1755 to pre-register.

Music jam set
There will be a New Year’s 

Eve party at the Allerton Cen-
tennial Building Tuesday, Dec. 
31, 6-10 p.m. There will be a 
potluck at 6 p.m. with music and 
dancing to follow. Lots of room 
to dance or just come to enjoy 
the music! Free will offering to 
cover the expense of the build-
ing. For questions call Debby 
Randolph, 641-344-0374.

County offices 
closed for holidays
The Wayne County court-

house offices will be closed on 
Wed., Jan 1 in observance of 
New Year’s Day.

“Fun-Day Monday” 
camp offered

The Wayne County ISU Ex-
tension and Outreach office is 
offering a no school day camp 
on Monday, Feb. 24 to all youth 
grades 2, 3 and 4. Youth will ex-
plore art, science and engineer-
ing concepts through hands-on 
activities. Drop off will begin 
at 8 a.m. with the program 
running from 8:30 a.m. until 3 
p.m. Registration is open to the 
first 15 youth with registration 
deadline set for Feb. 17. Cost 
is $5 per youth. Please contact 
Sara Gillum at (641) 872-1755 
for more information.
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the 
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New year, new decade, new opportunities 
to change the world for a better place

On day 7 in their one-month of random acts of kindness, Maddy Wood 
and Reese Brown were challenged to bake cookies for the elderly. They 
traveled to Murphy Place Assisted Living where they took plates full of 
cookies for all to enjoy. Pictured above on left is Wood along with Mur-
phy Place resident Bill Gode receiving cookies and Brown on the right. 

by Jen Reed
Every year as the countdown 

to the New Year begins, we see and 
hear personal resolutions our family 
and friends have set for themselves. 
Goals and changes they plan to make 
and then follow through with for a 
better year ahead.

Most times we hear of weight 
loss goals or ways to improve one’s 
life whether it be relationship wise, 
monetary changes to benefit finances 
or even goals to just find happiness 
within.

With the New Year upon us 
where we are entering a new decade, 
why not make resolutions this year 
that will not only impact our own 
lives, but those around us. Finding 
ways to bring forth acts of kindness 
that can not only generate smiles to 
those impacted, but can also bring 
forth a positive feeling of self worth 
for giving back. 

All too often we turn on the 
television or turn to social media on 
our phones and we see the world in 
chaos around us. We see sadness in 
so many ways, people being hurt by 
others, anger towards one another 
and the graciousness that was once 
shown seems to be a thing of the 
past.

The month of December is typi-
cally one full of many emotions. It 
is a joyous one full of holiday cel-
ebrations with family and friends, 
but with those moments it can also 
bring times of sadness when missing 
loved ones that are no longer with us 
as well as stress in finding time to 
shop, bake and prepare for holiday 
get togethers.

This December two Wayne 
Community high school students de-
cided to try bringing happiness and 
kindness back into the community 
one day at a time. Working from an 
idea found when searching Google, 
Reese Brown and Maddy Wood, both 
sophomores at Wayne, have worked 
to fulfill each day with something 
new following the guide.

Following a trip to FFA National 
Convention this fall where Brown 
listened to a speaker talk about over-
coming her own fears for a period 
of 100 days, she began thinking of 
something she could do on her own 
that could impact others. Remember-
ing a few years back when her aunt 
spent her birthday doing random acts 
of kindness, she thought this was an 
opportunity to follow suit and asked 
Wood to join her.

Each of the 31-days in the month 
an example was given for a new ran-
dom act of kindness to fulfill and 
while they worked to complete their 
task, each day they challenged a local 

business to join in. Using Facebook 
as the platform to spread the word, 
it was easy to see the smiles brought 
to faces each day when completing 
the task.

Tasks as simple as leaving 
notes of encouragement on lockers 
to greeting students at the door that 
carried no monetary expense, how-
ever made an impact. Other days 
where they were challenged to leave 
money in a vending machine, send-
ing flowers to someone or thanking 
a teacher with a gift, money was 
spent, however the impact was the 
same. 

“Things as simple as holding a 
door for others or helping someone 
to pick up something they dropped 
are easy ways to spread kindness 
that cost nothing,” said Wood.

“The little things matter just as 
much,” Brown said.

It was easy to see as photos were 
posted each day, no matter how big 
or small the kindness act may have 
been, it brought forth smiles. Smiles 
to those on the receiving end, but 
also to the girls as it allowed them to 
see how their acts made others feel. 

“The month of December was 
fitting as you think of happiness, joy 
and Jesus,” said Brown. “We both 
are very involved with our church 
and we wanted to give the glory to 
God because he has picked us up 
when we are at our lowest points.”

While each day has made a new 
impact on the girls, they both agreed 
on their favorite day of giving back.

“The day we took cookies to the 
elderly at the (Murphy Place) assist-
ed living was the best,” said Wood. 

“We could see their reactions 
and how grateful they were,” Brown 
added. “We even had a lady try to 
pay us.”

With each day a new business 
was challenged to join in giving 
back in a way of their own choice. It 
was exciting for the girls to wait and 
see these businesses join in and what 
they chose for their act of kindness. 

They’ve inspired others that 
want to join in and help them ac-
complish daily tasks as well. The day 
one challenge of collecting pop tabs 
for a teacher at Wayne Elementary 
garnered help from others as well as 
students asking to help collect items 
for a care package to send to a sol-
dier for their day 17 challenge.

While they did not choose this 
for any acknowledgement of their 
own or to be praised, it is hard to 
ignore something as special as this. 
What do they hope for by doing 
this?

“You can see the reward in their 

faces when doing an act of kindness 
and I hope to see more people join in 
next year when we do this,” Wood 
stated. “And for people to continue 
on throughout the year without being 
challenged.”

“I’m hoping what others take 
away from this is, it’s not only a nice 
thing to do, but it inspires others to 
want to help join in,” Brown added. 
“If you stick it out, there’s so much 
to gain in rewards and it gives you a 
different prespective.”

“Doing this has made my days 
happier,” said Wood.

Brown agreed stating, “you feel 
a lot better inside.”

We can all strive to be better 
people in a world that has become at 
times cold and cruel. If we each took 
one moment a day for a small act of 
kindness for someone else, it could 
be amazing to see the results. 

Why not use this opportunity for 
the new year and new decade to make 
it a better place for us all to thrive in. 
Even when an act of kindness can 
seem so small to some, it very well 
may have a bigger impact on others 
than we could ever imagine. 

On day 19, Maddy Wood and Reese Brown completed the thank a teach-
er with a gift challenge. They chose Secondary Spanish teacher Heidi 
Bellon to receive their gift. Pictured above is Wood, Bellon and Brown. 

Taking a look back at the last year in this decade
by Jen Reed

Just as it always seems to hap-
pen, another year has passed by in a 
flash with the New Year upon us. It 
has been an eventful one for our area 
and now I’d like to take a moment 
to recap some of our headlines from 
January through June of 2019.

In January I spoke with former 
Wayne Lady Falcon basketball coach 
Stan Rupe discussing how the girl’s 
basketball has changed from the past 
days of six-on-six. We captured the 
newest county officials being sworn 
in at the first meeting of the year, 
which included newest Board of Su-
pervisors member Tom Swearingin.

Following the retirement of for-
mer Farm Bureau Insurance Repre-
sentative John Fry, we introduced 
Troy Umberhower. Kristina Pollock 
was nominated to fill the vacant seat 
on the Wayne Community School 
Board following the resignation of 
Mandi Goretska.

We heard from Wayne student 
Jerica Hysell following her travels to 
Orlando, Fla. where she performed 
during the halftime show at the Cit-
rus Bowl. Wayne County Hospital 
announced Blake Michael West as 
the 2019 New Year’s Prince. 

Hunter Cobb, a 2019 Wayne 
graduate captured his 100th win on 
the mat during this wrestling meet 
in Corydon on Jan. 17. The Corydon 
and Allerton Chamber of Commerce 
held a ribbon cutting for Amber 
Rodgers at her newest store Prairie 
Clover Market on Jan. 17 as well.

The Wayne County Hospital 
and Clinic Systems Auxiliary donat-
ed a check in the amount of $35,000 
to the Wayne County Hospital am-
bulance fund on Jan. 21. Marilyn 
Montgomery presented the check 
to Josh Hysell at the Jan. 21 annual 
luncheon.

Hunter Clark, another 2019 
graduate of Wayne celebrated his 
100 wins on the mat on Feb. 2 at the 
sectional meet in Southeast Warren. 
Members of the 1978-1979 Wayne 
Falcon basketball team scheduled a 
40-year reunion.

Following a seven-month de-
ployment, Amy Carpenter returned 
home to Wayne County and sur-
prised her young sons at Wayne Ele-
mentary. Sharon Anderson closed in 
on an opening date after remodeling 
the former Breadeaux Pizza building 
to open her new restaurant Outlaw 
Pizza.

Maddison DeVore of Tease Sa-
lon and Kim Baker of Healthy Skin 
by Kim relocated to the old Murphy’s 
building, along with new addition of 
certified nail technician Bevin Allen 
of Filed Away.

The City of Corydon council saw 
a packed house when discussion re-

garding possible sale of library build-
ing is brought up. Allerton planned 
for the Rocky of the Rainforest play 
with successful dress rehearsals.

Butch and Susie Gibbs told their 
story of Butch’s survival follow-
ing the night of April 2, 2004 when 
Susie helped revive Butch when his 
heart stopped. Wayne Community 
School Board approved the early re-
tirement request by Dave Daughton 
that would take effect at the end of 
the school year. 

Cobb qualified for IAHSAA 
State Tournament in February. Grand 
River Mutual Networks donated 
$5,000 to Wayne County Develop-
ment Corporation.

I tackled the public school ver-
sus private school issue in Iowa high 
school athletics following the heart-
breaking loss of the Mormon Trail 
Saints to private school Grandview 
Christian. I spoke to Justin Hopkins 
on how his love of antique tractors 
turned into a hobby with his own 
pulling tractor.

Wayne School Board made the 
decision to hire a search firm to help 
them find new superintendent. Wayne 
Optimist Club held a local Oratorical 
Contest for Wayne Community Stu-
dents where Brooklyn Reed took first 
place. 

The Board of Supervisors offered 
Randy Zerr the Wayne County Engi-
neer position in March. The Wayne 
FFA Chapter held their annual FFA 
banquet at the Wayne County Event 
Center at the Fairgrounds in March.

Seth Sheriff, 2019 Wayne gradu-
ate was one of only 34 students in the 
State of Iowa to be awarded an aca-
demic football all-state award. City 
of Corydon once again had a packed 
house at city hall when residents 
voiced concern over new position not 
being advertised.

Corydon and Allerton Cham-
ber of Commerce hosted the second 
annual Denim and Diamonds Gala 
where Josh Knutson was named the 
Small Business of the Year and Pastor 
Buck was presented the Mark Nessen 
Memorial Person of the Year award.

Jordan Duerksen brought his 
technology expertise to the area in 
his new IT on the Square business in 
the former Copy Plus US Celluar lo-
cation on the north side of the square. 
Sheriff and Jared Middlebrook com-
peted at the FBLA State Leadership 
Convention on March 29 where Sher-
iff placed second and Middlebrook 
placed first in job interview. 

The Wayne Community School 
golf teams held their third annual 
shopping spree at the Corydon Hy-
Vee where Tim Swan, Kit Mason 
and Michelle Hicks were the lucky 
names drawn. Jared Chambers with 

the Wayne Community Foundation 
informs the City of Corydon council 
an anonymous donor wanted to gift 
blueprint of the city.

Shelley Bickel took over the 
Wayne County Public Health Ad-
ministrator role and made big head-
way right off in her new position. 
The Board of Supervisors were in-
formed of Bonnie Friend’s upcom-
ing resignation from her Wayne 
County Conservation Director role 
in April.

I sat down with former Wayne 
graduate Bryan Coffey following 
his trip to Abu Dhabi as the Special 
Olympics Director of the United 
Programs. We enjoyed a visit in our 
office from a coast-to-coast 71-year 
old jogger from Sweden at the end 
of April.

Former Wayne graduate Ryan 
Kirsch was named to the 2019 Under 
Armour 30-Under-30 Team. City of 
Corydon employee Brandon Trower 
passed his water certification test.

I spoke with several Wayne stu-
dents as they looked ahead to their 
upcoming high school graduation 
as well as former graduates to give 
advice to all students on how best to 
enjoy their remaining high school 
years. Tiffany Grimes, a 2019 grad-
uate was honored in Des Moines on 
April 28 as a Governor’s scholar.

Wayne Lady Falcons Reese 
Brown and Emily Jones and Fal-
cons Dayton Jacobson, Cobb, Cha-
sen Kiefer and Shayden Arnold 
advanced to the Iowa High School 
Co-Ed State Track and Field Meet 
after qualifying at districts in Leon 
on May 10. The Wayne Community 
School Board search for a new su-
perintendent ended when Mike Still 
was hired to fill the role beginning 
with the 2019-2020 school year.

Sheriff placed first at section-
als while the Wayne Falcon golfers 
placed second. Wayne Community 
School holds the 2019 High School 
Graduation with Spanish Teacher 
Heidi Bellon as the guest speaker.

I had the opportunity to meet 
with Lauren Tilley following her 
second trip abroad and hear stories 
from the 65-day trip away from 
the United States. City of Corydon 
council members dove into prepa-
rations for bonded repairs to road 
conditions within city limits. Sev-
eral organizations and groups were 
present to receive the 2019 Grant 
Awards from the Wayne Commu-
nity Foundation on May 22.

The Board of Supervisors were 
notified of former member Duffy 
Kester’s immediate resignation from 
the board on May 22. I met with Jill 
Tueth and enjoyed hearing the jour-

Continued on page 3


