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Around New Year brings forth
new challenges and
the
plans for Public Health
Area

Early deadline week

Our press has scheduled
a maintenance date therefore
requiring us to have our
Tuesday, Jan. 18 issue
completed earlier than normal.
Therefore we will have early
deadlines set where all ad
and copy must be received by
9 a.m. on Thursday, Jan. 13
to ensure print in the Jan. 18
issue. Please email rbennett@
corydontimes.com or jen@
corydontimes.com.

Free nutrition and
physical education
program

Fresh Conversations is a
free nutritional and education
program being offered for ages
60 years and up. The program
offers practical tips and
sensible solutions to everyday
problems that get in the way of
doing what most people want
to do: eat week and live well.
Fresh Conversations is also
an opportunity to connect with
other adults for a friendly group
discussion. The next meeting
will be held on Thursday,
Jan. 13 at 1:30 p.m. at the
Corydon Housing Community
Room where the discussion
will be focused on The Weight
of Processed Foods and
Healthy Pantries, exercising
and a healthy snack will be
offered. A different class the
2nd Thursday of each month
at the same time and place
as indicated. Contact Wayne
County Public Health to sign
up at (641) 872-1167. The
class is funded by USDA’s
Supplemental
Nutrition
Assistance Program.

WCPH offering
COVID & HPV
vaccines

Wayne County Public
Health will be offering a Pfizer
Vaccine Clinic for kids 5-11
and 12-18 years of age for 1st,
2nd and Boost doses. Ages 1218 can receive a Boost dose
5 months after the 1st dose. It
will be on Thursday, Jan. 20
in the Wayne County Public
Health office at 100 East South
St. from 3:30 to 5 pm. The first
two doses are 21 days apart.
Wayne County Public
Health will be offering the HPV
vaccine for those 9-18 years of
age on Monday Jan. 24 starting at 3:30 pm in the WCPH
office at 100 East South St.
Please call 641-872-1167 to
make an appointments for either of these clinics.

by Jen Reed
Shelley Bickel, Administrator
for Wayne County Public Health,
patiently waited her turn as the
Wayne County Board of Supervisors
moved their way down a lengthy
agenda in the regular Board of
Supervisors meeting held on Jan. 3.
Bickel requested to be placed on the
agenda for the discussion of moving
the public health office.
Previously, Bickel met with
the board and various contractors
regarding the potentional remodel
and renovation of the former Senior
Meal Site located at 511 E. Marion
Street. The county acquired the
building following the closure of the
senior center and discussion began
on moving the public health office
into the building.
Various
discussions
and
meetings were held regarding
the condition of the building and
whether a remodel or new build at
the location would be a better use
of funds. It was determined to hold
off on moving forward until spring,
with no plans decided on what all
that would entail.
Bickel however brought forth a
new challenge the public health office
is facing to the Jan. 3 meeting.
“We were going to wait until
March to talk about the building
to see where you were with the
HVAC system for this courthouse
however, last week someone from
the [Wayne County] Hospital came
over and said they needed to take our
kitchen starting July 1 because there
was a new dentist that would be
starting in the dental office,” began
Bickel. “Our kitchen is basically
our immunization room, it’s got the
refrigerator, the freezer and all our
supplies pretty much for giving shots
and vaccines.”
“I waited a day and called
Daren [Relph, CEO of WCH] at
the hospital and talked to him about
this,” Bickel continued. “I said I
don’t know if I can be out by July 1,
that I’d have to really get going. He
said he would work with us, but they
do need space. He sounded like they
could work with us until we can get
a new space to get into, hopefully by
the first of fall.”
Bickel stated it wouldn’t be
ideal having to move appliances
from the kitchen into the hallway
should the kitchen space be needed
prior to their move.
“I guess that’s why I’m here, we
really need to do something by this
summer as to what public health is
going to do,” said Bickel. “We do
have a 100-year contract with the
hospital however, in the contract it
says if they need space it basically
says the contract can be broken and
they need the space.”
Bickel advised the board she

was unsure exactly what the plans
were from the hospital regarding the
dental plans and office space moving
forward but informed Relph she
would speak to the board to see what
actions they could take. She stated
every week is valuable in regards to
time and knew the board would need
to have discussion on next plan.
Bickel knew if plans moved
forward to use the senior center,
funds would be needed from the
county whether the building was
remodeled or rebuilt.
“We talked about using COVID
money that had already come in and
I know your second payment doesn’t
come until August, that to me though
is one option to do something with
the senior center,” Bickel stated.
“Or the second option is to move
public health to another facility in
the Corydon area. We probably need
to stay in the Corydon area because
we do stuff at the hospital and use
the labs.”
Supervisor
Don
Seams
informed Bickel the engineer for the
courthouse HVAC system has still
not gotten back with the board to
know any possible price tag involved
with that project and showing it is a
slow moving process.
“We are getting new money in
August I believe, another $600,000,
at the rate we’re going I doubt we
get anything done with the HVAC
very soon,” said Seams. “I can’t
see where financially we can’t start
doing something on that public
health building and I’d be in favor
of starting the remodeling of it.”
“I know it’s too cold to do the
north end, but a lot of that stuff could
be done inside and be ready to go,”
Seams continued. “You could build
rooms in the south end and that be
ready to go. You can do your heating
and cooling and have a whole lot
done so that would speed up the
process quite a bit. I could see that
would be the only option we got to
get you in some place pretty fast.”
“I’ve got another option,” began
Supervisor Tom Swearingin. “All of
our bids [former bids received for
the remodel work on senior center]
are null and void as they were only
good for so many days. I told these
guys roughly a year ago that I had
been reached out to about a building
right here close to us. They reached
out to me again probably a month
and a half ago and I told them at that
time you guys weren’t interested.”
“I took the liberty of contacting
them over the weekend, they are
very interested in the public aspect
of it and it would be a fraction of the
cost of what we’re talking about here
and that’s all I know,” Swearingin
stated. “I said I would be glad to set
up a meeting to look at the building.
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Wayne County’s newest deputy sheriff, Benjamin J. Saunders, midle, was sworn in on Jan. 3 during the Board
of Supervisors meeting. Pictured above with Saunders, left to right: Supervisor Tom Swearingin, Sheriff
Keith Davis, Saunders, Supervisor Dave Dotts and Supervisor Don Seams. Photo by Rhonda Bennett
From what they are telling me it
sounds like it was taylor-maid for
you, it’s handicapped accessible and
rooms and so on.”
Swearingin noted he didn’t
want to elaborate too much on the
building location as he was asked not
to however, he would be willing to
contact the party to see about setting
up a meeting for a building tour.
When asked what the asking price
was on the building, Swearingin
stated he knew at one time it was
$10,000, however he was unsure
what the price was now.
Supervisor Dave Dotts expressed
his interest in having Bickel tour the
building to ensure it would fit her
needs. Swearingin informed Bickel
and the other board members that he
would work on setting up a meeting
for them to tour.
In other business, Wayne
County’s newest deputy sheriff
was sworn in by Dotts as Sheriff
Keith Davis and Deputy Sheriff

Tyler Moore was in attendance for.
Deputy Benjamin J. Saunders was
sworn in to begin his duties with the
department.
Sheriff Davis also spoke to
the board regarding Ordinance
2022-01 pertaining to the residency
requirements for employees within
the sheriff’s department.
“So currently Joseph Lund,
our deputy that we hired back in
November is residing in Missouri
and the Iowa Law Enforcement
Academy requires that the person
lives in Iowa unless that county has
an ordinance allowing them to reside
in the State of Missouri or outside of
the state,” stated Davis. “They will
not recognize him as an officer until
we have the ordinance or her moves
to Wayne County.”
Davis noted he obtained a sample
ordinance
from
Pottawattamie
County stating counties that border
state lines are the ones this ordinance
would affect. Dotts held the first

reading of the ordinance, with the
remaining readings to follow.
Kicking off the meeting and
new year, the board made no
changes opting to retain Dotts as the
Chairman for the 2022 calendar year.
Swearingin made the motion to keep
the Chairman and Vice Chairman
the same, however Seams stated his
resistance to retain Swearingin as
Vice Chair.
Seams stated he felt it would
work better if he volunteered
himself as Vice Chair in the instance
Swearingin be gone and not
available.
Also in other business, the
board approved all three newspapers
in county, The Times-Republican,
Humeston New Era and The Seymour
Herald to remain as the official
county paper.
Having set the official supervisor
meeting schedule for 2022, the next
regular meeting was held on Jan. 10
at 9 a.m.

antine is not needed following exposure however, a mask should be
worn for 10 days following the time
of exposure.
Should individuals experience
symptoms following exposure, best
practice is to quarantine until a nega-

tive test can confirm said symptoms
are not due to COVID-19. Iowans
diagnosed with COVID-19 may be
able to reduce the severity by receiving antibody treatment and should
contact their healthcare providers on
best options.

CDC announces updated isolation and
quarantine guidelines for COVID-19
by Jen Reed
Recently the CDC provided
updated guidelines and recommendations for isolation and quarantine
times regarding COVID-19. Isolation
times have now been shortened from
10 days for people with COVID to
five days if asymptomatic along with
use of a mask for an additional five
days when in presence of others.
The CDC updated the guidelines having found the majority of
COVID transmission occurs generally in the first one to two days prior
to the onset of symptoms and two to
three days after.
For those individuals that are unvaccinated or longer than six months
out from their second vaccine dosage
and not boosted, it is recommended
by the CDC to quarantine for five
days followed by the use of a maks
for an additional five days. If unable
to to quarantine for the five day period, a well-fitting mask that is not
cloth should be worn at all times for
10 days after exposure when around
others.
For individuals that have received the third booster shot, quar-

No meals at legion

The senior citizens meals,
held at the Corydon American
Legion basement, have been
cancelled. You may still call
the Wayne County Hospital for
meals.

A party was held on Jan. 5 in honor of longtime Hy-Vee employee Dick
Rouse, shown on left, as he celebrated his retirement after 45 years with
the local grocery store. Rouse, who was honored in 2019 after being selected for the Legendary Customer Service Award, officially began his
retirement on Jan. 1. When asked how retirement was going he noted
he may need to go shopping for new clothing as his wardrobe seemed
to consist of several Hy-Vee work shirts. He is pictured above with his
wife Cheryl and daughters Ashley Miller and Alisha Rouse. Photo by
Jen Reed

Wayne County
Chamber Dues

Members of or those wishing
to be a member of the Wayne
County Chamber of Commerce
are encouraged to pay their
annual dues. All businesses
and individuals are welcome
with meetings being held the
first Monday of every month.
Contact Jenna Porter or Mary
Goben for more information or
to make your payment today.

Wayne CSD holds special
meeting during holiday break

Allerton City Clerk Nikki Sayler, on right swore in Allerton’s newest councilmember and town mayor in the
regular meeting held on Jan. 4. Kyle Sayler, shown on left, began his term serving on the council as Bill Byrns,
pictured in middle, began his term as mayor for the City of Allerton. Photo by Rhonda Bennett

by Jen Reed
A special board meeting was
held on Dec. 27 by the Wayne
Community School Board. The
board members were presented with
a resignation request from Courtney
May with an effective resignation
date of Jan. 11. The board opted to
not approve the resignation request

at this time.
In other business, the board
approved a junior high cheerleading
coaching contract for Dana Davis and
appointed WCSD Board President
Kevin Comer to serve on the Wayne
County
Assessors
Conference
Board.

