
T-R early deadlines
The Times-Republican of-

fice will be closed on Friday, 
July 3. This will result in early 
deadlines for the week. All copy 
must be received by 9 a.m. on 
Thursday, July 2.

2020 Corydon Old 
Settlers celebration 
canceled

The Corydon Old Settlers 
Committee has made the diffi-
cult decision to cancel the 2020 
Old Settlers celebration. They 
appreciate the continued sup-
port and look forward to seeing 
everyone at the 2021 event.

Grass clippings 
not allowed on 

streets
The City of Corydon reminds 

residents to not throw grass 
clippings on the street as it 
clogs the sewer system.

Corydon City Hall
The Corydon City Hall office 

will remain closed throughout 
the month of June. All payments 
can continue to be dropped off 
in the slot box on the east side 
of the building. Anyone need-
ing further assistance can call 
the office at (641) 872-1826.

Seymour Old 
Settlers 2020 Car 
Show canceled

The Seymour Old Settlers 
Car Show Committee has made 
the decision to cancel the 2020 
Car Show. They appreciate the 
continued support and look for-
ward to seeing everyone at the 
2021 event.

Wayne 2020 
Senior graduation

The Wayne Community 
School Board has agreed upon 
Saturday, July 18 at 10 a.m. for 
the 2020 graduation. The rain 
date will be Sunday, July 19 at 
6 p.m. More details to come.
Fireworks planned 

for Humeston
The Humeston Golf Course 

and Mormon Trail Chamber will 
host a free will donation 4th of 
July fireworks at the Humeston 
Golf Course (Lakeside Park) at 
dark. Rain date is July 5.

Seymour Old 
Settlers 2020 

canceled
The Seymour Old Settlers 

committee has announced the 
2020 Seymour Old Settlers 
event has been canceled for 
this year. The event will return 
in 2021 where Seymour’ will 
celebrate their 150th birthday 
and Old Settler’s celebrates 
125 years.

Around

the 

Area

Vol. 147 No. 26 (USPS 630-700)       Corydon, Iowa        Tuesday, June 30, 2020      One Section, 12 Pages     Price One Dollar

Wayne County’s Community-Oriented Newspaper

Times-Republican

Check out 
the 2020 

Wayne Prom 
photos on 
pages 11 & 
12 in full 

GRM Networks has donated 
$750 each to area food pantries 
through the cooperative’s Community 
Improvement Grant Program. Five 
food pantries in the cooperative’s 
operating area received the grants. 
From Missouri, they include the 
Harrison County Food Pantry in 
Bethany and the Mercer County 
Food Pantry in Princeton. In Iowa, 
the food pantries receiving grants are 
the Lamoni Food Pantry, SCICAP in 
Leon and FaDSS in Corydon.  

“Food pantries provide vital 
resources and food security to 
members of our communities on 
a regular basis,” said Ron Hinds, 
CEO of GRM Networks. “Due to 
the public health emergency, food 
pantries have experienced added 
pressure to fulfill these nutritional 
needs. GRM Networks values and 
understands the important role of 
food pantries and wants to support 
them with this donation during this 
challenging and uncertain time.” 

Through the grant program, 
GRM Networks has positively 
influenced the communities in 

GRM Networks® Donates $750 to FaDSS
which it operates. Since 1999, GRM 
Networks has awarded numerous 
grants to deserving community 
organizations in its serving territory.

Applications for the second 
distribution of grants are being 
accepted now through November 1, 
2020. Grant amounts vary, with a 
minimum of $500 and a maximum 
of $1,500 awarded to successful 

Michael Jordison, GRM Networks District Manager and pictured right, 
presented the $750 donation on behalf of GRM Networks to Jamie 
Swearingin, FaDSS Coordinator, pictured left.

As the Wayne County Public 
Health office released confirmation 
of the county’s seventh positive 
Covid-19 case on June 24, we are 
reminded we must all do our parts 
to keep our numbers low and the 
spread of the virus down. The Wayne 
County Board of Health released this 
statement and guidelines to help us 
slow the spread.

“As a public Board of Health, it 
is our duty to make recommendations 
that affect the health, safety and 
welfare of all of our citizens. Our 
decisions are not always popular, 
however they are formed using 
current data, recommendations 
from the State and Federal CDC’s, 
as well as an overall understanding 
of our local health care and social-
economic structures. It is our current 
recommendations to please continue 
to be vigilant.”

Practice every day preventative 
actions that includes restricting 
your travel, monitoring yourself for 
symptoms, wash your hands often, 
social distance, disinfect surfaces, 
wear appropriate face coverings 
when in public and stay home if you 
are sick.

You can ask yourself these 
questions to help determine your level 
of risk and things to consider before 
leaving your home:  Is COVID-19 
spreading in my community?

You can find out the latest 
COVID-19 information at www.cdc.
gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/index.
html  or by viewing the map of states 
with reported COVID-19 infections 
at www.cdc.gov/cornoavirus/2019-
n c o v / c a s e s - u p d a t e s - i n - u s .
html#reporting cases. You can also 
contact the Wayne County Public 
Health Office at (641) 872-1167.

Will my activity put me in 

Wayne County Board of Health reminds local communities to stay 
diligent as positive COVID-19 cases continue to increase

close contact with others? Practice 
social distancing because COVID-
19 spreads among people who 
are in close contact with others. 
Wear a cloth face covering when 
in public and particularly when it’s 
difficult to stay six-feet away from 
others consistently. Choose outdoor 
activities like parks and open-air 
facilities. Use visual reminders 
like signs, chair arrangements and 
markings on the floor or arrows 
to help remind you to keep your 
distance from others.

Am I at risk for severe illness? 
Older adults and people of any age 
who have serious underlying medical 
conditions might be at higher risk for 
severe illness form COVID-19 but 
everyone faces some risk of illness. 
Some people have no symptoms, 
others can have mild symptoms and 
some get severely ill.

Do I live with someone who 
is at risk for severe illness? If you 
live with older adults or someone 
with certain underlying medical 
conditions then you and all 
family members should take extra 
precautions to minimize risk.

Do I practice everyday 
preventive actions? Continue to 
protect yourself by practicing 
everyday preventive actions, monitor 
yourself for symptoms, wash your 
hands often, social distance, disinfect 
surfaces, wear cloth face covers and 
stay home if you are sick.

Will I have to share any items, 
equipment or tools with other 
people? Choose places where there 
is limited or no sharing of items and 
where any items that are shared are 
thoroughly cleaned and disinfected 
between uses.

Does my activity require travel 
to another community? Before 

considering trips outside your 
community, take the time to consult 
CDC’s travel considerations located 
at www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-
ncov/travelers/travel-in-the-us.
html. If using public transport, will 
you have to be in close contact with 
others? If so, follow CDC’s guidance 
at www.cdc.gov.coronavirus/2019-
ncov/dai ly- l i fe-coping/us ing-
transportation.html on how to protect 
yourself when using transportation.

If I get sick with COVID-19, 
will I have to miss work or school? 

2020 Wayne County Fair main topic of dis-
cussion within Board of Health meeting

applicants. The Cooperative’s Board 
of Directors will review applications 
and award grant amounts.

Grant applications may be 
found at www.grm.net/about-us.
grants/. Questions regarding grant 
applications should be directed to 
Amy Davison, sales representative 
at 660-748-2110 or amy@grm.net. 

If you are sick with COVID-19, 
stay home. There are protocols that 
must be followed. Your local public 
health will share these with you as 
well as steps to prevent the spread of 
COVID-19.

Items to have on hand include a 
cloth face covering, tissues and hand 
sanitizer with at least 60 percent 
alcohol if possible.

Individuals are reminded 
that once they have been tested 
for COVID-19 whether being 
symptomatic or asymptomatic, any 

close contact to a positive case it 
is strongly recommended to follow 
CDC guidelines. This means the 
individual tested and all household 
members will self-isolate in your 
home or outdoor space until the test 
results return.

It is strongly recommended 
you do not go out in public or be 
around others until a negative test 
result has been confirmed. This will 
help prevent and limit spread of the 
virus.

Good game! Gone this season are the friendly good games and hand shakes with opponents following baseball 
and softball matchups. The Wayne Falcons baseball team wave their caps across the field as the Lady Falcons 
send a friendly wave. Photos by Jen Reed

by Jen Reed
Members of the Wayne County 

Board of Health were once again 
met with tough topics of discussion 
during their Zoom meeting held on 
June 24. With June coming to a close 
and nearly all local town celebra-
tions and events being canceled or 
postponed this summer, the annual 
county fair event is still on the up-
coming schedule.

“I’m not in favor of hundreds 
of people from other counties com-
ing, I think it is a public health risk 
and unnecessary and I believed if 
the verbiage postponed was used for 
some of those events they wouldn’t 
lose their down payment money,” 
said Board of Health member Clay-
ton Merritt. “I don’t know all the fine 
details though.”

“The fine details are they are 
going to run a fair, and they respect 
what we think but they are going to 
move forward and have the fair and 
they will do as much following of 
the guidance and cautions that they 
can,” said Public Health Administra-
tor Shelley Bickel. “They are going 
to have events every night. It’s about 
money. I don’t know what else to 
do.”

“I agree with Shelley, I think we 
need to give our recommendation 
and do it in writing,” said Board of 
Health member Penny Fetters. “If 
there is an outbreak that is linked 
back to the fair, I think the blowback 
will come to public health. So I be-
lieve we need something in writing 
on our recommendations. I know 
it comes down to money and I get 
it, but I don’t think it is understand 
what it takes resource wise if there is 
an outbreak. The toll it would take.”

“It sounded like from reading 
the article, putting on the fair is about 
$150,000 is that correct?” asked Dr. 
Joel A. Wells. DO.

“Yes that’s my understandings 
and I have several different view-
points on this as I was a former Fair 
Board President for a long time,” 
said Board of Health member Tom 

Swearingin. “I understand what they 
are talking about as far as the money. 
I get their point of view. From the 
Board of Health point of view, we 
have told everybody that reached out 
to us pretty much the same thing, that 
we do not recommend large gather-
ings like this. So that’s my second 
point of view and my third point of 
view is from the supervisor’s view. 
The Fair Board presents us with 
their budget and we give them their 
allocation every year, but we cannot 
tell them how to spend it. I’m torn in 
three different directions.”

“This is a risk decision and 
we don’t have any authority to tell 
people what to do and can just make 
recommendations,” Dr. Wells con-
tinued. “I do believe the Fair Board 
has a higher level of responsibility 
when they make these decisions as it 
is not just their health, it’s the health 
of others. As a [health] board we 
have a higher level of responsibility, 
so we advocate for things to happen 
or not to happen. The responsible 
thing is for the fair to not happen.”

“The money issue I will put in 
perspective too,” said Dr. Wells. “If 
this has a $150,000 price tag, and 
if one person gets sick from this 
fair and ends up in a hospital and in 
the ICU on a ventilator it will put 
$150,000 to shame. That will be a 
drop in the bucket. If we’re going 
to talk money I want to put that into 
perspective to the general public.”

“It’s my understanding they 
wouldn’t lose the $150,000 it would 
be around $59,000 to $60,000 so it’s 
even smaller numbers,” Fetters add-
ed. “I am not completely against the 
fair. I would be in favor of having the 
kid’s stuff. I just think the big events 
and camping. So I am not complete-
ly against it, I just think they need to 
think about what they are doing and 
do on a smaller scale.”

Fetters also advised she men-
tioned any fair advertisements the 
board puts out should include state-
ments recommending older adults 

and anyone with serious underlying 
medical issues to stay home.

Bickel noted supplies are limit-
ed and the local public health office 
did not have an abundance of items 
or people to help enforce the guide-
lines for the event.

A motion was made stating the 
Wayne County Board of Health does 
not support any event that involves 
the gathering of large crowds where 
social distancing cannot be main-
tained where people are less than 
six-feet apart in such gatherings and 
facemasks, hand washing, etc. could 
not be enforced and this would in-
clude the Wayne County Fair event. 
The board voted unanimously in fa-
vor of the motion.

A Tea Party with Miss Iowa 2019 Emily Tinsman was held on June 27 
at the LeCompte Memorial Library. Tinsman is a music teacher in a 
Des Moines middle school and her platform is promoting arts in schools. 
While in Corydon she sang A Hunting We Will Go, I know an Old Lady 
Who Swallowed a Fly and read the book Mary Had a Little Lamb. With 
the cancelation of this year’s Miss Iowa contest, her reign will continue 
another year. Photo by Heidi Bellon. 


