
The Wayne County Fair presented a check for $1,500 to the Wayne County Empty Stocking Program with the proceeds from the Christmas light 
exhibit at the Wayne County Fairgrounds. Shown are, left to right: Leroy Perkins, Becky Stripe, Amy Horton, Heather Lancaster, Mendy Middle-
brook and Lance Lange. Photo by Rhonda Bennett

Courthouse to be 
closed

 The Wayne County Court-
house will be closed on Mon-
day, Jan. 18 to observe Martin 
Luther King’s Birthday. 

Wayne Theatre
is reopened

 The Wayne Theatre has re-
opened and will be showing 
Wonder Woman 1984 the week-
end of Jan. 15. The movie will 
be shown both Jan. 15 and 16 
at 7:30 p.m. and a matinee on 
Sunday, Jan. 17 at 2 p.m.
Auditor’s office has 

relocated
The Wayne County Auditor’s 

Office has relocated to Room 
202 next to the Engineer’s 
Office in the Courthouse. 

Wayne County 
Treasurer Office is 

open by 
appointment only
The Wayne County Treasurer 

is open by appointment for 
driver’s license and motor 
vehicle transfers only.  To make 
an appointment call 641-872-
2515 if needed leave a message 
so we may return your call.  All 
vehicle renewals and property 
tax payments may be mailed 
to Wayne County Treasurer, 
P.O. Box 435, Corydon, IA  
50060, paid online at www.
iowatreasurers.org, or placed 
in the drop box located at the 
west entrance of the courthouse 
inside the glass double doors. 

Allerton United 
Presbyterian Church 

Announcement
In response to the gover-

nor’s proclamation stating in-
door gatherings shall remain 
under 15 people, the Allerton 
United Presbyterian Church will 
be returning to online services 
through Sunday, Jan. 10 and will 
reopen on Sunday, Jan. 17. The 
men’s and women’s Bible study 
groups will continue to meet as 
they are small groups and able 
to social distance. 
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Keep quarantined if 
told to do so

 The Wayne County Sheriff’s 
Office would like to remind 
citizens if you have tested 
positive for Covid-19 or if you 
have been instructed by the 
Wayne County Public Health 
Nurse to quaratine or isolate 
your self you must do so! It is 
a violation of the law if you are 
out in public and potentially 
spreading the virus. Violations 
could result in a fine up to 
$500, as well as jail time. We 
are stressing to the public stay 
home if you have been told by 
the public health to do so! We 
will enforce the law if forced to 
do so.  We appreciation your 
cooperation.

Wayne County 
Supervisor office 

schedules
Tom Swearingin is available 

Monday, Wednesday and Friday 
from 8-11 a.m at the courthouse, 
supervisors meeting room; Dave 
Dotts may be reached at (641) 
344-5076; and Don Seams at 
(641) 895-8585.

The former Corydon State Bank 
President, James Paul Sappington 
was sentenced in the United States 
District Court for Southern District 
of Iowa on Dec. 7, 2020 following 
28 counts filed against him on Sept. 
18, 2019. Sappington plead guilty 
on count three and was sentenced 
to eight months in prison and upon 
release, two years of supervision 
along with an imposed fine of 
$10,000 with a special assessment 
charge of $100.

On June 25, 2019, Sappington 
was prohibited from any future 
work in a federally insured financial 
institution and assessed a $15,000 
CMP. That order cited unsafe 
or unsound banking practices 

Former Corydon State Bank officer 
indicted following misappropriations

and breaches of fiduciary duty. 
Specifically, the FDIC found that 
Sappington, as director, president, 
chief executive officer, and senior 
lender of the bank, made unauthorized 
withdrawals from a customer’s 
account and from an internal bank 
account for his personal use; and 
that he falsified banks records to 
hide these withdrawals.

An arrest warrant was issued for 
Sappington on July 12, 2019. The 
grand jury charges misappropriation 
by a bank officer beginning at least 
as early as June 2017 to, on or about 
June 2018, in the Southern District 
of Iowa and elsewhere, Defendant 
Sappington, while employed as the 
President of Corydon State Bank, 

which was insured by the Federal 
Deposit Insurance Corporation, 
embezzled, abstracted, purloined and 
willfully misapplied any moneys, 
funds, credits, securities and other 
things of value belonging to Corydon 
State Bank and pledged to Corydon 
State Bank’s care, with the intent 
to defraud Corydon State Bank, in 
excess of $1,000.

Sappington pleaded guilty to 
count three with counts one, two 
and four through twenty-eight 
being dismissed. Sappington was 
not taken into custody following 
the hearing and will be ordered to 
voluntarily surrender following the 
Bureau of Prisons designated place 
of imprisonment.

City of Allerton sets levy 
for next month hearing
by Rhonda Bennett

The City Council of Allerton met 
with Mayor Pro-tem Galen Lunsford 
calling the meeting to order at 5:30 
p.m. Jan. 5. The minutes, unpaid 
bills and treasurer’s report were 
approved.

The first topic of discussion for 
the council was a bill submitted for 
new curtains for the Civic Center 
for $374. No one on the council had 
approved this purchase and it was 
reiterated again the policy for the 
City of Allerton was no ordering 
without the mayor or council’s prior 
approval. 

The city received the DNR report 
for the lagoon and it was a good 
report, noting Adam Beavers has a 
good knowledge of the workings of 
the lagoon.

The council also looked into a 
leak in the Civic Center.

The Wayne County Public 
Health had sent a letter requesting the 
use of the Centennial Building when 
Covid-19 shots will be available for 
the public. The council agreed.

The next meeting will a hearing 
to set the max levy for the upcoming 

year. That meeting will begin at 5:15 
p.m. on Thursday, Feb. 4 at the Civic 
Center, followed by the regular city 
council meeting.

Following the resignation of former City of Corydon Mayor Dennis 
Moorman, council member Nathan Bennett was appointed to fill the 
vacancy. On Jan. 7, City Clerk Eva Moore swore in Bennett making it 
official. 

City of Corydon begins new 
year on shaky ground as they 
look to fill city positions
by Jen Reed

As newly appointed City of Cory-
don Mayor Nathan Bennett called the 
special session to order on Jan. 6, he 
noted, “we’ve got one and only one 
thing on our agenda tonight”. The 
agenda simply stated, discussion of 
city personnel.

Following the recent announc-
ment that current City Clerk Eva 
Moore would be resigning effective 
Thursday, Jan. 14 and with the Util-
ity Billing Clerk position still sitting 
unfilled, members of the council came 
together for discussion on how to 
move forward. The position for Utili-
ty Billing Clerk has remained unfilled 
since the resignment of Julie Merritt 
in early November.

The council acknowledged the 
office would be without an employee 
for a period of time to allow for prop-
er advertisement and hiring of new 
personnel. They discussed who would 
be available from the council to help 
with answering phones, accounts pay-
able and receivable, city employee 
payroll and other duties that pertained 
to city business. 

The council approved a motion 
to add Bennett and council member 

The Wayne County Fair presented a check for $1,000 to the Wayne County Home Care Aide Agency with the 
proceeds from the Christmas light exhibit at the Wayne County Fairgrounds. Shown are, left to right: Holly 
Arnold, Leroy Perkins and Lance Lange. Photo by Rhonda Bennett

Board of Supervisors moving forward with 
2021; Dotts retained as Board Chairman Dawn Christian to all city bank 

accounts to allow bills to be paid 
during this time. It was also de-
cided upon to remove the city’s Fa-
cebook page citing it would not be 
a priority to keep updated through 
this transition period, but it could 
be reaccessed down the road.

Council member Amber Rod-
gers along with Bennett agreed to 
spend time with Moore at City Hall 
to learn procedures to handle city 
business following her last date 
of employment. Council members 
Stan Rupe and Kenny Holmes 
agreed to help supervise and assist 
the city shop employees should it 
be needed following the city em-
ployee Brandon Trower stepping 
down from the crew lead position.

Bennett noted in his short time 
in the mayoral position he feels he 
is putting out fires and would like 
to fill the vacant roles to help the 
city move forward to be productive. 
Bennett also noted they are taking 
names of persons interested in fill-
ing the vacant seat on the council 
following his mayor appointment.

by Jen Reed
The Wayne County Board of 

Supervisors met on Jan. 4 to hold 
their first meeting of the new year. 
The first item on the agenda being 
to appoint the Board of Supervisor 
Chairman for 2021. 

Supervisor Don Seams made 
the motion to reappoint Supervisor 
Dave Dotts for another term to serve 
as the board chairman. Dotts made 
the motion to appoint Supervisor 
Tom Swearingin as the Vice-Chair-
man for the Board of Supervisors in 
2021. Both motions were seconded 
and approved.

The Board of Supervisors 2021 
meeting dates were approved be-
ginning with Jan. 11 and falling on 
every other Monday following that 
date.

The board approved members in 
place for the Wayne County Board 
of Health. Each member will serve 
a three-year term that will expire on 
Dec. 31 of the expiration year. Su-
san Gibbs and Swearingin expire 
in 2023, Penny Fetters and Clayton 
Merritt expire in 2022 and Dr. Joel 
Wells will expire at the end of 2021.

Members of the Wayne County 
Conservation Board will be serv-
ing five-year terms. Marty Nickel 
will serve until Sept. 10, 2023; Tom 
Rockhold expires in 2023; Diane 
Schroder-Olson expires on Jan. 25, 
2024; Swearingin until Jan. 11, 2026 
and Mike Lewis until Feb. 13, 2026.

Dr. Joel Baker was retained as 
the Wayne County Medical Exam-
iner for an addtional two-year term 
that will expire in 2023. It was noted 
Dr. Baker would like to be contacted 

before the next renewal time as he 
may not take on another two years 
following this term. Dennis Sturms 
was named as the Deputy Medical 
Examiner.

In addition to the Board of Su-
pervisors, Dotts will serve on the 5th 
District Judicial Committee, Chari-
ton Valley Transportation Advisory 
Commitee, Chariton Valley Planning 
and Development, Decategorization 
(DECAT), Emergency Managment 
Commission, Reserve Education 
Assistance Program (REAP), South 
Central Iowa Community Action 
Program (SCICAP), Wayne County 
Development Board and the Wayne, 
Ringgold and Decatur (WRD) Land-
fill Commission.

In the addtion to the supervi-
sor board, Seams will serve on the 
Chariton Valley Transportation 
Advisory Committee (TAC), Com-
mittee of Aging-Senior Meal Site 
Local Board, County Rural Offices 
of Social Services (CROSS) Mental 
Health Board, New Venture Group 
Home Advisory Board, South Cen-
tral Iowa Workforce Development 
Area (SCIWA) and the Southern 
Iowa Area Crime Commission (SI-
ACC).

In addition to the Board of Su-
pervisors, the Wayne County Public 
Health Board and the Wayne County 
Conservation Board, Swearingin 
will also serve on 10-15 Transit, 5th 
District Judicial Committee (Alter-
nate) and the Wayne County E911 
Board. 

The supervisors approved a 
motion to retain John Sellers to the 

Rathbun Land and Water Alliance 
and Southern Iowa Development 
and Conservation Authority Boards. 

In other business the board ap-
proved Resolution 21-15 for GASB 
34 for capital assets and Resolution 
21-16 for the GASB54 fund balance 
polity.

The official newspapers were 
set by the board setting The Times-
Republican, The Humeston New Era 
and The Seymour Herald as the of-
ficial newspapers for 2021.

The board approved the official 
2021 holidays that would be ob-
served by offices in Wayne County 
including Jan. 18 for Martin Luther 
King Day, Feb. 15 for Presidents 
Day, May 31 for Memorial Day, July 
5 to observe July 4 Independence 
Day, Sept. 6 for Labor Day, Nov. 11 
for Veterans Day, Nov. 25 and 26 
for Thanksgiving, Dec. 24 and Dec. 
27Christmas and will close at 2 p.m. 
on Dec. 23 and Dec. 31 to observe 
New Year’s Day.


