
2020 Farm Bill 
decision meeting

The Extension Office will be 
holding a meeting for Wayne 
County on Wednesday, Jan. 
22 from 1 p.m. until 4:30 p.m. 
The meeting for 2020 Farm Bill 
Decisions will go over program 
rules and regulations, and the 
ARC or PLC Decision Farm 
Stress Management and Farm 
Stress Management and relat-
ed resources. The meeting will 
be held at the Wayne County 
Extension Office. Please call 
(641) 872-1755 to pre-register.

“Fun-Day Monday” 
camp offered

The Wayne County ISU Ex-
tension and Outreach office is 
offering a no school day camp 
on Monday, Feb. 24 to all youth 
grades 2, 3 and 4. Youth will ex-
plore art, science and engineer-
ing concepts through hands-on 
activities. Drop off will begin at 
8 a.m. with the program running 
from 8:30 a.m. until 3 p.m. Reg-
istration is open to the first 15 
youth with registration deadline 
set for Feb. 17. Cost is $5 per 
youth. Please contact Sara Gil-
lum at (641) 872-1755 for more 
information.

Free tax 
preparation 

available
Wayne County Volunteer In-

come Tax Assistance, (VITA) 
will start preparing taxes Feb. 
6. The site will be in operation 
Thursday evenings, 4-6 p.m. 
and Saturday mornings, 9 a.m. 
to 12 noon.To schedule an ap-
pointment or for questions call 
the Wayne County Extension 
Office, 641-872-1755, Monday-
Friday, 8 a.m. - 4:30 p.m.

New art display at 
Corydon State Bank

The new display at the Cory-
don State Bank in the north 
lobby features new local artist 
Michael Burgher. His work will 
be featured throughout Janu-
ary. These displays are coordi-
nated through the WAYCO Arts 
Council.

Corydon Farmers 
Market

The CFM is looking for pro-
duce vendors for the 2020 
market season! New for 2020: 
Vendors selling produce will 
have no setup fee! If interested, 
please contact Alyssa Harders 
at 641-414-6541 or at corydon.
ia.farmersmarket@gmail.com.

Loebsack rep to be 
in Corydon

Congressman Dave Loeb-
sack’s district representative, 
Dien Judge, will be in Corydon  
Tuesday, Jan. 28 from 12:30 to 
1:30 p.m. at the Wayne County 
Courthouse, lower level meet-
ing room.

Garbage to curb by 
6 a.m.

Please have garbage totes to 
the curb by 6 a.m. on Thursdays 
regardless of when the truck 
usually comes. There will be no 
return trips. The front of the tote 
needs to be facing the street so 
that the garbage dumps into the 
truck and not onto the ground. 
Please be sure to put the gar-
bage in the garbage totes and 
not the recycling totes. 

Around
the 

Area
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by Jen Reed
Far too often in this day and age 

the news we see flash before us on 
television screens and making the 
headlines are the stories of sadness. 
The headlines that feature grief, 
despair and agony seem to get more 
attention than those stories of happy 
endings. Living in a small town and 
community we are generally, for 
the most part fortunate enough to 
avoid the big city drama and able 
to celebrate successes and the good 
things that happen around us. 

Living in Iowa we are all aware 
how cold our winters can be. With 
the frigid temperatures, freezing 
ponds, lakes and any other bodies 
of water is inevitable. The past two 
weekends our area was hit with low 
temperatures, lots of falling snow 
mixed with freezing rain and high 
winds making the wind chill even 
cooler.

With weather conditions like 
these, no one could have predicted 
the events that unfolded just before 
noon on Jan. 13. Ty Campbell, Taylor 
Rhoades and Cody Bertelson enjoy 
the sport of coyote hunting and were 
running their hounds on the breezy 
Monday winter morning.

They turned their hounds loose 
outside of Allerton and once they 
were onto the familiar coyote scent, 
they were off on the chase. The dogs 
took off on their hunt moving from 
countryside of Allerton through 
fields and country roads to the south 
side of Corydon. 

As Campbell followed his 
dogs Buddy and Cinch he saw them 
head into the Corydon Lake Park 
area and the coyote shot off across 
the frozen lake. The dogs followed 
closely behind until the unexpected 
happened.

Fast work by local firemen make 
ice rescue at Corydon Lake Park

The coyote made it across the 
large body of water unharmed, 
however the ice gave way causing 
Cinch to fall through just five feet 
from the shore. Buddy kept on the 
coyote chase making it much further 
onto the ice before he fell through 
about 200 feet out.

Campbell watched as Cinch was 
able to pull himself out of the frozen 
tundra after only five minutes in, 
however felt helpless seeing his dog 
Buddy struggling halfway across 
the lake. He knew there would be 
no way he could make it out to help 
his beloved hound and radioed out 
on the hunting cb channel  what 
was happening and that help was 
needed.

Nearby Josh Cobb, Dustin 
Onstot and Cody Hinson, members 
of the Corydon Volunteer Fire 
Department heard the call go out on 
the radio and rushed over to provide 
support. With all three having ice 
rescue training, they would have the 
chance to put their knowledge to the 
test.

As of now, Wayne County 
doesn’t have any ice rescue 
equipment, including no available 
boats, making the men begin to reach 
out in search of resources to help 
them rescue the struggling dog in the 
icy water. Several phone calls were 
made until Kyle Andrews showed 
up and with the help of Hinson, they 
took off on a search and returned  
with a kayak from town. 

“That unfortunately wasn’t 
working since we couldn’t reach the 
front to break the ice,” said Cobb.

With other calls made, Jimmy 
Spidle reached out and was able to 
locate a flat bottom boat owned by 

Larry and Lisa Harlan. 
“Once Jimmy showed up the 

race was on to get to the dog before 
it was too late,” Cobb added. “He 
had been staying a float for close to 
30 minutes.”

Onstot, Hinson and Cobb were 
all in the boat working to break 
through the 200 feet of ice to get to 
Buddy as Campbell watched with 
fear hoping they wouldn’t be too 
late. 

“He was able to half way pull 
himself up and hang on to the edge 
of the ice, but I knew he only had 
minutes, maybe only seconds left,” 
said Campbell.

Finally, the boat was able to 
reach Buddy and Cobb reached out 
to grab the hound and pull him into 
the boat.

“I really think had Josh not 
grabbed him when he did, he would 
have went under and not survived,” 
Campbell added.

Once they returned the boat 
and wet, shivering dog to shore they 
quickly loaded him up and headed 
to Paul Evitt’s shop just a short 
drive away. Inside the shop they had 
heaters going to get the dog dried 
and his body temperature back up. 

“By four that same afternoon he 
was back to himself and ready to go 
again,” Campbell said. “I can’t thank 
those guys enough for their help and 
all they did that day.”

For many of us, our pets are 
one of our family members. We love 
them deeply and want to protect 
them from any harm. Saving a life 
whether human or a four-legged 
friend makes for one heck of a good 
day and deserves to be the front page 
headlines for the week. 

With this story having a happy 

Ty Campbell is pictured above with his black and tan coyote hound 
Buddy pictured to the left before a day of hunting. Campbell was grate-
ful Buddy was saved and will be joining him on several more hunts in 
the future.

The photo above was captured 
from a video taken during the res-
cue of Buddy from the Corydon 
Lake Park on Jan. 13.

by Jen Reed
During the Jan. 13 meeting, 

Wayne County Engineer Randy Zerr 
informed the Board of Supervisors 
the date has been set for the bridge 
closure north of Promise City 
on Highway S56. Cramer and 
Associates, the road construction 
company from Grimes overseeing 
the project advised Zerr the bridge 
will be closed beginning Monday, 
Feb. 3.

“They will be moving in and 
closing the bridge on February 3,” 
Zerr began. “We will get ahold of 
the schools, sheriff’s office, hospital 
and everybody else we can think of. 
They will have 85 working days to 
get it back open, but we will see how 
the winter and spring goes.”

“If it’s anything like last year, 
it could go further than that,” Zerr 
added. “This is the bridge that is 
between Newton and Ohio, the one 
that crosses the southfork of the 
Chariton River.”

“So do you have a detour set?” 
asked Supervisor David Dotts.

“It’s in the plans, I need to look 

Bridge north of Promise City set to close February 3 for replacement; prepare for detours
at the plans again,” said Zerr. “As far 
as paved roads go, you will either 
have to go up on (Highway) 14 and 
back up on J42 because everything 
else is gravel around it unless you 
go to Plano and cut north through 
Appanoose County.”

“On the east end you will about 
have to go through Plano and cut 
back,” Dotts added. “With the lake 
area, there is no way around it.”

“Is February an odd time to 
start working on a bridge?” asked 
Supervisor Tom Swearingin.

“I think some clearing has been 
done, but if not they have to clear 
trees to get the utilities done, but they 
won’t pour concrete or anything like 
that yet,” Zerr responded. “I myself 
wish it was March, but the contract 
says they can start on Feb. 2 which 
is actually a Sunday.”

“With this bridge there just 
isn’t going to be no good time to do 
it,” said Dotts. “This is as good of 
time as any because when they get 
to putting crops in it will be nice to 
have it done by then.”

“Yes there is no real good time 
to do it,” Swearingin agreed.

“There just isn’t a real good 
detour either,” said Dotts.

In other business with the 
Secondary Roads Department, Zerr 
stated progress is still moving ahead 
with FEMA as Bill Byrns works with 
the Iowa DOT on reimbursement 
on their behalf. The board also 
approved the DOT Employee Drug 
and Alcohol Testing Policy for the 
Secondary Roads Department.

Byrns was present in the 
meeting to request permission to 
look into a USDA loan to replace 
the 2014 Emergency Management 
pick-up he currently drives that has 
around 75,000 miles. 

“I checked into applying for 
a USDA loan to replace my pick-
up and my commission board said 
to start the process and I will have 
to use the title of Wayne County 
to apply for it,” said Byrns. “If 
granted it is a 75/25 percent grant 
so it shouldn’t cost us a thing with 
the trade-in value.This is how we 

got that pick-up and it’s a five-year 
commitment so we can apply in June 
for another one.”

“Does it matter what kind of 
pick-up you’re looking at?” asked 
Supervisor Don Seams.

“I talked to Keith (Davis) and 
he said we need to possibly look at 
aTahoe,” said Byrns. “That’s what a 
lot are going towards since you have 
your storage.”

 Shelley Bickel with Wayne 
County Public Health was present 
asking the board to approve Lisa 
Skinner as the newest member of the 
Board of Health. 

“Sandy Hopkins resigned at the 
end of December because she works 
such long hours and early hours and 
just can’t make it and Lisa agreed to 
do it,” said Bickel. 

“I think Lisa will be a good 
addition,” said Dotts.

“Yes, I think it’s good because 
she’s young and she also represents 
the hospital and with the hospital and 
I partnering now it’s good,” Bickel 
added. 

Swearingin made the motion to 
appoint Skinner following Bickel’s 
recommendation. The board 
approved the motion, making it 
effective as of Jan. 1.

Bickel also informed the board 
when she took her position in March 
of 2019, they were running with 12 
clients and now the average is 43.

“This is good because the 
whole idea of home health care is 
you admit them,get them better and 
then your numbers decrease again,” 
Bickel said. “We are staying super 
busy and most of our referrals are 
coming from Des Moines and the 
hospital.”

Swearingin informed the 
supervisors of an upcoming Board 
of Health Meeting that will take 
place this upcoming week.

“Yes we have a Board of Health 
meeting next Wednesday and after 
this meeting we will meet for an 
Environmental Health meeting to 
discuss adopting the state ordinance 
for environmental health,” Bickel 
stated. “The board will discuss that 
and decide what to do. We do have a 
policy and procedure for that I will 
present to them. We will also have 
one community meeting at night, 
so if you guys want to come so the 
community can attend.”

“When you adopt a state 
ordinance though you cannot 
change anything in the ordinance, 
you can only add policies,” Bickel 
continued. “I’m thinking that is the 
way they will go but the board may 
decide to do the local ordinance 
again. I don’t think so, but I don’t 
have anything to do with that.”

Wayne County Sheriff Davis 
was called to the meeting when the 
discussion turned to operation of all-
terrain vehicles and off-road vehicles 
within the county. The regulation of 
off-road vehicles is in early stages of 
discussion, but an ordinance will be 
reviewed by County Attorney Alan 
Wilson for review.

In other county business, Dotts 
was reappointed to the Fifth Judicial 
Department of Correction Board and 
John Sellers was reappointed to the 
Rathbun Land and Water Alliance 
Board as his current term was up. 

“Good, drinkable water is a 
resource and is going to become 
more valuable as time goes on as 
we have populations going up,” said With heavy snow falling the past two weekends, the Van Terry Outdoor Living Classroom just south of the Wayne Elementary School looked like an 

image taken from a post card with the beautiful winter scene. Even though snow can provide many headaches and extra work, it is nice from time 
to time to admire the beauty it also brings. Photo by Jen Reed

continued on page 3

ending, Wayne County Emergency 
Management is looking to add ice 
rescue equipment for the sake should 
it ever be needed again. The ice 
rescue portion will be based out of 
Corydon with Wayne County Farm 
Bureau matching funds to allow for 
the purchase of two suits, ropes and 
a rescue sled while they will seek out 
ways to acquire a flat bottom boat for 
rescues.

We can all hope it will stay 
tucked away never used, but is better 
to be safe than sorry and have the 
equipment ready. Afterall, happy 

endings make the best stories that 
can be shared.


