
Meet the author 
night planned

 The Karl LeCompte Memorial 
Library in Corydon invites you 
to meet the author night with 
Deb Landwehr Engle on Thurs-
day, March 28 from 5 to 7 p.m. 
Engle has written: Be the Light 
That You Are, Grace From the 
Garden, The Only LIttle Prayer 
You Need and Let your Spirit 
Guides Speak. Questions call 
library director Leona Darrah at 
641-872-1621.

Corydon’s spring 
clean up date set

 The City of Corydon has set 
spring clean up day as Thurs-
day, April 25. Please do not set 
anything on the curb until the 
weekend of April 20. No large 
appliances, tires, building ma-
terials ot toxic materials.. Watch 
for Midwest Sanitation’s ad for 
more details closer to time.

Corydon pet 
licenses due

 The City of Corydon reminds 
everyone pet licenses for 2019 
were due March 1. All inside 
and outside cats and dogs over 
six months old must be licensed 
annually. 

Pets six months to a year are 
$2.50 a year and pets over a 
year old are $5 per year. Li-
censes may be obtained at 
Corydon City Hall and must 
have proof of current rabies 
vaccination. 

Free income tax 
preparation

 Wayne County Extension 
is a Volunteer Income Tax As-
sisance (VITA) site. If your in-
come is $55,000 or less, you 
may be able to take advantage 
of free income tax preparation. 
Appointments are available 
Thursday evenings and Sat-
urday mornings. The tax pre-
parers are IRS certified com-
munity volunetters. Please call 
641-872-1755 to make an ap-
pointment.

Spring migration 
watch set

 A spring migration watch will 
be held April 6 from 1 to 4 p.m. 
at the Bob White Park shelter 
house. Along with warmer tem-
peratures our summer birds 
are returning. Join a naturalist 
anytime from 1 to 4 p.m. to look 
for migrating birds and learn 
birdwatching skills.

Revival to be held in 
Clio

 The Clio Baptist Church will 
be hosting an old fashioned re-
vival meetings with the Engle 
family March 17-22. Sunday the 
revival will be 10 a.m., 11 a.m. 
and 6:30 p.m., Monday through 
Friday the revival will start at 7 
p.m. There will be special chil-
dren’s services, God honoring 
music and biblical preaching.

TR now available 
as E-Edition

 The Times Republican is 
now available as an E-Edition 
for anyone wanting your news 
quickly. You may subscribe 
online on our new web page: 
www.corydontimes.com.
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Winners of the Corydon Optimist Club International Oratorical Contest are pictured: Brooklyn Reed, first 
place, Ana Chiperi, second place and Sara Sibert, third place. Photo by Jen Reed

Justin Hopkins is pictured above in his Just Gettin’ Started pulling 
tractor during an event held at Putnam County Fair in Unionville, Mo. 
Photo by Ryan Roossinck

by Jen Reed
The Wayne Optimist Club 

sponsored their annual International 
Oratorical Contest with this year’s 
topic being “Is there a fine line 
between optimism and reality”? The 
contest was held on March 5 at the 
Wayne Community Junior/Senior 
High Library where the contestants 
from the Wayne Community School 
would speak before judges, optimist 
members and school faculty in 
attendance.

The Optimist Oratorical Contest 
is now the longest-running program 
of the Optimist International. This 
contest was designed for young 
people to gain public speaking 
experience while providing them 

By Jen Reed
The City of Corydon held 

their regular city council meeting 
on March 4, where Dan Sales with 
Cook Insurance handed over a check 
for $7,704.31. This dividend check 
was paid to the city based upon the 
policy the city paid into. Sales noted 
a bad year could affect the dividend 
check as it is based off the entire pool 
throughout the entire state, although 
the check amount continues to grow 
currently. 

The City of Corydon insurance 
premium for the previous year was 
$45,974. 

“Typically when we start the 
renewal we ask what is anticipated 
for budgets and we figure about a 
five percent increase,” said Sales. 
“This year it (insurance premium) 
came in at $45,968 so it was a little 
bit less than last year by a few dollars 
so it was pretty flat for the year.”

The council amended Ordinance 
339, which would allow parking on 

The Corydon & Allerton 
Chamber of Commerce is gearing up 
for their second Denim & Diamonds 
Annual Gala and Scholarship Benefit. 
The gala is scheduled for Friday, 
March 29 beginning at 6 p.m. and 
will be held at the American Legion 
in Corydon.

This night of fun will include 
a local food vendor competition in 
the “Gettin’ Piggy With It” cook 
off.  Vendors will be competing in 
three different classes of appetizers, 
main dish and dessert categories for 
their chance at a traveling trophy if 
crowned the winner.

Those attending will have the 
option to bid on items donated for 
the live and silent auctions that will 
take place throughout the evening.

The Robbie Martin Band will be 

by Jen Reed
Wayne Community School 

District held a special board meeting 
on the evening of March 6.  On the 
agenda was discussion regarding 
the search for a new superintendent 
for the school district following the 
approval of current Superintendent 
Dave Daughton’s early resignation. 
Discussion was held on how the 
board wanted to move forward with 
their search to fill the position for the 

Wayne Optimist Club holds local Oratorical 
Contest for Wayne Community Students

with an opportunity to compete for 
college scholarships.

Competing from the Wayne 
Community School were students: 
Cortney Knutson, Dylan Freeborn, 
Brooklyn Reed, Sara Sibert and Ana 
Chiperi. First place was awarded to 
Reed, second place to Chiperi and 
third place to Sibert. Place winners 
were awarded with medals and money 
along with all participants receiving a 
certificate.

“I am very proud of these five for 
stepping up to the challenge and I can 
say in all the years we have done this, 
these were the best speeches overall 
I have heard from a group,” said 
Wayne Community Superintendent 

Dave Daughton.
Reed’s winning speech 

included her interpretation of 
optimism and reality including how 
family members react to a loved one 
receiving a tragic cancer diagnosis.

 Reed will advance to the Zone 
level contest that will be held on 
Saturday, March 16 in Corydon at 
the New Beginnings Worship. If 
Reed advances she will compete 
again on March 30 and will have a 
chance to win District Scholarships 
of $2,500 for first place, $1,500 for 
second place and $1,000 for third 
place with a chance to win up to 
$22,500 at the World Championship 
level. 

Corydon & Allerton Chamber of 
Commerce prepares for second 
annual Denim & Diamonds Gala

the live band entertainment for the 
evening. This band features a wide 
variety of genre with a main focus in 
country music.

Raffle tickets are currently being 
sold for a chance to win a Ruger 
American Rifle with Go Wild Camo 
450 Bushmaster. Suggested retail of 
this rifle is $629 with raffle tickets 
being sold for $20 a ticket and you 
do not need to present to win.

Tickets are available for the 
event at $25 per person, two tickets 
for $45, six or more tickets at $20 
each or 16 or more tickets for $17 
per person. Entrance for band only 
later in the evening is $10 per 
person. For tickets please contact 
Kari Dodson at (641) 203-7566 or 
karidodson11@gmail.com.

Wayne Community School to hire 
search firm to fill superintendent 
role for next school year

next school year. 
The board approved the 

hiring of a hiring search firm Ray 
& Associates Inc. This company 
specializes in educational executive 
leadership searches.

Upon the decision to hire Ray & 
Associates Inc., multiple companies 
were contacted and a decision was 
made based upon prior experience 
and reputation.

Love of antique tractors carries into lifelong hobby for one local man

City of Corydon receives insurance 
dividend check; council amends parking 
ordinance on West State Street

portions of West State Street. This 
changes the previous ordinance 
that stated no parking was allowed 
between the hours of 2 a.m. to 
6 a.m. any day of the week. The 
council waived the second and third 
reading.

In other agenda items a 
resolution to approve the 2019-2020 
budget was approved following the 
publication and posted notices. The 
council also approved a resolution 
approving a purchase agreement with 
Electric Pump for the replacement of 
a VFD for Phase Conversion-West 
Lift Station.

A request from the County 
Resource Enhancement Committee 
to appoint a council member to 
the REAP Board was tabled until 
the council could collect more 
information on this role. 

Following the meeting held on 
Feb. 20, Mayor Dennis Moorman 
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by Jen Reed
Most little boys grow up wanting 

to follow in their father’s footsteps 
when they get older. For many, 
they experience life on a farm and 
dream of nothing more than one day 
doing their own farming and driving 
tractors daily to make a living. 

For Justin Hopkins, his dream 
was a little different when it came 
to driving tractors when he got 
older. Growing up in Maryland, 
Hopkins father didn’t have a pulling 
tractor, but once he experienced the 
thrill firsthand at county fairs and 
festivals, he knew found something 
that sparked his interest that he 
would one day pursue himself.

“When I was 13 years old I 
began pulling antique tractors,” 
Hopkins began. “My dad would 
haul a tractor to a pull for me and he 
would just sit back and watch from 
the side.”

Being from the state of Maryland, 
several years back Hopkins father 
had money he wanted to invest and 
decided farmland in Iowa was just 
where he wanted to do it. 

“He had money to invest and 
wanted to do it in land, once he came 
to southern Iowa he fell in love with 
it here and really liked the people,” 
said Hopkins. “Still to this day I 
believe he will end up moving here 
eventually when he retires because 
he just really liked it here.”

“When I got out of high school 
I came out in the spring and planted 
crop and I told my dad I was going to 
move out here myself,” he continued. 
“I moved here in August of 2004 
when I was 20 years old.”

“I came out here by myself 
and stayed for a month and a half 

in a camper planting all the crops,” 
Hopkins went on. “I knew I would be 
back soon after.”

Once here and settled in, Hopkins 
didn’t have a tractor so he began 
working on building his first one in 
2008. The name of his first tractor 
was The Dirty Hooker.

Hopkins took this tractor to 
several pulls for three years, winning 
the points championship before 
eventually selling it. With his tractor 
gone, he took five years off from the 
pulling circuit before deciding it was 
time to jump back in again.

In 2014 he began building a 
new tractor from scratch. Putting in 
a year’s worth of time to make this 
tractor better than his previous one.

The first year in Just Gettin’ 
Started didn’t get off to a good start 
as he had hoped.

“That first year in my new one I 
did horrible,” said Hopkins. “I knew 
then I had to make some changes.”

Disappointed in how it ran, 
Hopkins decided to build a bigger 
engine that could possibly change 
how it would run the second year.

“With the bigger engine it caused 
me to jump up in classes.” 

“Actually when I built Just 
Gettin’ Started, there wasn’t a class 
for it,” he continued. “The class I built 
it for didn’t exist out here, but now 
they made one for it. It was a really 
popular class back home out east and 
I really liked it so I went ahead and 
built one and pulled wherever I could 
fit in and the last two years I have 
done really well.”

Running in the Light Prostock 
class, it seems to be growing here in 
the Midwest with now eight pulling 

in that class. Tractors in this class 
have specifications such as 540 
cubic inches, only allowed to run 
one turbo but it can be as large as 
they want, they run on tires sized 
24.5 by 32, 8,500 pounds and over 
2,500 horsepower.

Hopkins runs with the Pro 
Pulling League that has pulls 
across the Midwest including 
Iowa, Missouri, Kansas, Nebraska 
and Illinois. He has also traveled 
to Wisconsin as well that is not 
connected to the Pro Pulling 
League.

Two years ago Hopkins came 
out on top winning the Rumble 
By the Refuge pull in Mound City, 
Mo.

“There were 33 tractors in my 
class from a total of nine states and 
I won,” Hopkins began. “It was a 
western series and it was the biggest 
pull I had been at and to win it was 
a big highlight for me.”

Following that win, he won 
again at the Missouri State Fair held 
in Sedalia, Mo. with over 25 tractors 
entered from seven states.

“After that win I got kicked 
out,” Hopkins laughed. “My tractor 
was the only one set up like it is and 
I beat everybody.”

With the track being removed 
and replaced with a new grandstand 
at the Iowa State Fairgrounds, 
Hopkins no longer has the chance to 
pull in Des Moines.

“It used to be a pretty big pull 
there and we would get there at 7 in 
the morning and park the hauler and 
we could easily go into the fair but 


