
Allerton Music Jam
The next Allerton Music Jam 

has been set for Thursday, April 
8 at the Allerton Civic Center 
from 6:30 p.m. until 9 p.m. This 
will be acoustic only please. Plan 
to bring your own snacks and no 
sharing. Masks are appreciated 
unless singing. If you are ill, 
please stay home for the safety 
of others. Any questions, please 
contact Bill Downs at (641) 
344-8220. Tentative Allerton 
Music Jams are planned for the 
second and fourth Thursdays of 
each month.

City of Corydon 
spring pick up notice

City of Corydon residents 
may begin to put out items on 
your curb beginning on Friday, 
April 9. Items will be picked up 
by Midwest Sanitation on trash 
day, Thursday, April 15.

Items that are prohibited on 
Clean Up Day - tires, appliances 
or electronics, construction 
debris, liquid waste, hazardous 
waste (batteries, oil, chemicals), 
no waste containing asbestos, 
etc. A complete list will be added 
soon.

WCH Auxiliary 
offers scholarships
The Wayne County Hospital 

and Clinic System Auxiliary will 
award scholarships this year 
to selected residents of Wayne 
County hs students at a Wayne 
County school. Those selected 
must be enrolled in or accepted 
to an accredited college, univer-
sity or area community college 
in any health care field.

Application forms are avail-
able in the high school guid-
ance office at each Wayne 
County school or may be picked 
up at the Wayne County Hos-
pital main entrance desk, or by 
contacting Cindy Enright at 641-
203-0978.
 Applications must be returned 
to the individual guidance offie 
of the Wayne County Hospital 
main entrance desk by April 
12. Late applications will not be 
accepted.

Quilt Guild at 
Corydon State Bank

 The Laplanders Quilt Guild 
will be displaying some of their 
work during the month of April at 
the Corydon State Bank’s north 
lobby.  WAYCO Arts Council 
coordinates these events.
Workday scheduled

 A workday is scheduled for 
Saturday, April 10 from 8 a.m. 
to 1 p.m. at Circle of Freedom 
Building located at 400 E. 4th 
Street in Seymour.
 Lunch, snacks, bottled wa-
ter and coffee will be provided.  
Porta potty available on site.
 Tools to bring: work gloves, 
safety goggles, hammer, sledge 
hammer, shovel, sawzall, flat 
crowbars, skill saw, cordless 
drill, stepladders, wheelbar-
rows, yard tools (rakes, prun-
ing shears).  Please mark your 
tools. 
 Projects include: demo - tear-
ing out walls and bathroom 
fixtures, putting sign up in the 
yard, yard clean-up, cleaning 
out shed, tearing out chain-link 
fence.
 Release forms are required to 
be signed by everyone and must 
be signed by parent/guardian 
for everyone under 18. They will 
be available to sign at the event 
or contact Kim to get one in ad-
vance. Anyone under 18 must 
be supervised by the adult who 
brings them.
 RSVP by text, phone call or 
email ASAP so we know how 
many to plan for lunch. 
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Wayne Community School District was able to finally hold their Na-
tional Honor Society banquet on March 30. The banquet was held with 
slightly different format than normal years following the cancellation 
of the 2019-2020 banquet due to the COVID-19 pandemic. The banquet 
was held with members from both the junior and senior classes being 
inducted, as members of the Wayne faculty escorted the seniors to kick-
start the evening. Wayne senior Katy Gibbs is shown being escorted by 
Wayne faculty member and Gibb’s aunt, Andrea McConahay. Photo by 
Jen Reed

The Wayne Lady Falcons kicked off the 2021 track season with a huge team victory in Bedford. The ladies put up 171 points which was 77 points 
more than the second place CAM team in their first meet of the season. Pictured above following the victory announcement is, front row, left to 
right: Morgan Goretska, Skylar O’Brien, Tana Newton, Ava Goben, Morgan Knutson (front middle), Bailey Runyon, Hagan Arnold, Katy Gibbs 
and Cortney Knutson. Back row standing, left to right: Amiaya Hawkins, Reese Brown, Coach Aaron Cooper, Emily Jones, Sterling Berndt, Jaide 
Harvey, Jocelyn Marquis, Abigayle Henderson, Mya Willey, Devyn Davis, Alexis Cowan and Coach Haylee Fortune. 

Friends of Walden Park looking for 
support to improve playground area

After a year of being closed, City of Corydon look-
ing at May 3 date to reopen City Hall to public

Friends of Walden Park in-
cludes a group of local community 
members who volunteer their time 
in an effort to keep the park beauti-
ful for all to enjoy. With the outdoor 
picnic shelter area, dog park, golf 
course and children’s playground, 
Walden Park has provided years of 
entertainment to families local and 
beyond.

Recently, the members from 
Friends of Walden Park have noticed 
the surface surrounding the play 
area has deteriorated. The wooden 
mulch that was once placed around 
the playground to help with safety 
for children has washed away over 
the years.

Seeing a need for an improve-
ment, the members are planning to 
replace the wood chips with a rubber 
fiber along with new landscaping 
fabric this summer. They are hop-
ing to have this completed by late 

July, but first they must acquire the 
funds.

They have applied for a grant, 
but are also hoping for donations to 
help them reach their goal. The esti-
mate for the rubber fiber is $30,000. 
Volunteers will be doing the labor 
portion. 

Knowing this playground has 
been enjoyed by many children 
throughout the years, the Friends of 
Walden Park know it is an asset to 
the community.

Anyone wishing to make a do-
nation to this project can reach out 
to any of the Friends of Walden Park 
members including Lew Hickok, 
Eric Jaeckel, Steve Fortune, Brian 
Shelley, Mark Winslow or Kevin 
or Deb McDannald. Checks may be 
mailed or dropped off to the City of 
Corydon as well and those donating 
are reminded that it is a tax deduc-
tion. 

by Jen Reed
After a long year of closure, 

the City of Corydon announced in 
a special meeting on March 31 they 
are looking towards reopening City 
Hall tentatively on Monday, March 
3. The closure initially began due to 
the COVID-19 pandemic onset with 
employee turnover within City Hall 
prolonging the reopening as well.

“That’s the date we have in mind 
as of now,” said Corydon Mayor Na-
than Bennett.

The council agreed and noted 
they hoped to have the painting 
completed within City Hall prior to 
that date and they are still working to 
find someone to build the front desk 
counter they would like.

In other business, the council 
was in support of donating $1,000 
towards the Walden Park Playground 
improvement, $5,000 towards the 
kayak launch and boat ramp at Cory-
don Lake Park and $5,000 towards 
the Prairie Trails Family Aquatic 
Center pool heater with the condition 
stated all would be based on approv-
als of requested grant dollars. Should 
any or all of the grant funds be less 
than requested, the dollar amounts 
for the City of Corydon’s contribu-
tion may be adjusted accordingly.

Brian Draper was in attendance 
speaking to the council on matters 
regarding the Corydon Golf Course. 
The council will look into new mow-
ers and the possibility of forgiving 
the remaining debt due to the city 
from the golf course that was ac-
quired before Draper took over man-
agement. Current golf membership 
fees are $300 for a family and $225 
for a single. If receiving a first year 

membership, $50 will be taken off 
the fees. 

Draper also noted they may be 
working on a joint effort with the 
Humeston Golf Course to offer dis-
counts for those that have a mem-
bership in Humeston, to save half 
price if joining Corydon as well. 
They are currently seeing how many 
would be interested to see if it would 
be beneficial before offering. 

With the City of Corydon not 
having an insurance property claim, 
they were informed if they would 

Spring sports are underway at Wayne as 
coaches and athletes are thankful to be 
back following last season’s cancelation 

switch to the $2,500 deductible from 
the $500 it would save the city $2,500 
yearly on the premiums. The council 
agreed to have the item placed on the 
agenda for consideration at the next 
meeting. 

Councilmembers Amber Rod-
gers and Dawn Christian will meet 
with PTFAC Manager Desiree Gris-
more to continue pool discussions 
this week.

The next regular City of Cory-
don council meeting will be held on 
Wednesday, April 7 at 5:30 p.m.

The weather was nearly perfect on 
April 3 for the Easter Egg Hunt 
sponsored by the Corydon Optimist 
Club that was held on the court-
house lawn. Many kids and parents 
were out to enjoy the event that was 
missed by several last year. Pictured 
above: Marlee Moran, daughter 
of Mike and Kelsey Moran, takes 
the hand of cousin Karsyn Lain, 
daughter of Justin and Jenna Lain, 
as they hunt Easter eggs. Photo by 
Brooklyn Reed

by Jen Reed
Appreciative. That is one word 

that Wayne Lady Falcons Head 
Track and Field Coach Aaron Coo-
per feels describes this season being 
underway after last season’s cancel-
lation. 

During the 2019 spring sports 
seasons, four qualifying Falcons 
earned their trip to the state track 
and field tournament competing in 
three events as two Lady Falcons 
earned their right to compete in a to-
tal of four events under head coaches 
Cooper and Boys Head Coach Joe 
Nekvinda. The boy’s golf program 
was also celebrating a team advance-
ment to the second round of districts 
under Head Coach Kim Hicks.

At the beginning of 2020, each 
coach was looking for the oppor-
tunity to improve from the season 
before knowing how many talented 
athletes would be returning, some 
for their senior years. Unfortunately, 
while they were able to get in a few 
weeks of practices, the season was 
never able to get up off the ground 
being cancelled completely, leaving 
several talented seniors unable to of-
ficially close out their high school 
chapters in spring sports. This was a 
lose that affected every age in a mul-
titude of ways.  

“I knew I had talented seniors 
that had put a lot of time in returning 
as well as a talented group coming 
into last year’s freshman class,” said 
Cooper. “We were looking pretty 
good for our 2020 season and the 
girls were ready to go.”

“I had high expectations and 
having a couple girls returning that 
went to state added to that,” Cooper 
continued. “Reese [Brown, a 2019 
three-event state qualifier as a fresh-
man] had high goals of wanting to 
be a four-time state qualifier and 
she was really motivated coming off 
her freshman year so it was disap-
pointing that she lost her sophomore 
year.”

Cooper admits though, as dis-
appointing as it was losing the 2020 

Brielle Emerson, daughter of Nic 
and Katie Emerson, rushed to 
pick up her first egg find of the 
day. Photo by Brooklyn Reed

season, it has proved to be great mo-
tivation for this year.

“The girls really appreciate 
what we have now,” Cooper stated. 
“We talked about that a lot the day 
before our first meet. We wanted to 
compete and appreciate what we’ve 
got.”

Coming out of the gates to kick-
off the season, Cooper and his Lady 
Falcons were definitely ready to put 
on a show and prove they were more 
than ready for this season. As a team, 
they put up 171 points to take first 
place at the Bedford meet on March 
29, which was 77 points more than 
the second place team finisher. 

The Lady Falcons brought home 
an impressive 11 first place finishes 
in events including five individual 
gold medals being won while win-
ning six out of seven relay events. 
Wayne was back on the road on April 
1 traveling to Osceola where they 
finished second overall against some 
extremely talented teams including 
the first place Nodaway Valley team 

who returned several state qualifiers 
from their 2019 season as well. 

Cooper knows this year is a 
completely different team with 
freshman that haven’t competed in 
quite some time as junior high aged 
athletes weren’t even given practices 
last year, but he feels Wayne should 
have a great season and they will 
only continue to improve as the sea-
son goes on.

“We have had a full year off, 
but we have done a lot of preparing 
to get where we are now,” Cooper 
added. “We have a full roster of girls 
with depth in many events and that 
helps too.”

The boys track season was also 
kicked off in Bedford on March 29, 
where Coach Nekvinda is seeing 
many new faces this year after los-
ing three of his 2019 state qualifiers 
to graduation and the final one on 
a school transfer. With the Falcons 
having a small 10-man roster with 
only one senior this year, it will be 
a season of growth and learning as 

they compete each meet. 
Joining Cooper and Nekvinda 

this season are Assistant Coaches 
Haylee Fortune and Cole Crawford. 
Each new assistant is proving to be an 
asset to the teams and head coaches, 
providing their knowledge and skills 
in the sport and with athletes in gen-
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