
Allerton Christmas 
program

The annual Allerton Christ-
mas program will be Thursday, 
Dec. 12 at 7 p.m. at the Allerton 
Centennial Building. Everyone 
is welcome and rumor has it 
Santa will be there at the end 
of the evening! 

Projector fixed at 
theatre

The projector is fixed at the 
Wayne Theatre. For two big 
weekends will be Frozen II. 
Also the free movie Saturday, 
Dec. 14 will be Home Alone 
sponsored by: Allerton Lumber; 
Farm Bureau Financial, Troy 
Umbenhower and Bridget Da-
vis; Wayne County Farm Bu-
reau; Hicks Realty and Wayne 
Optimist Club. Remember the 
drawing for $50 in Chamber 
Bucks prior to the free movie.

Empty Stocking 
donations needed
Monetary gift donations may 

be mailed to: Empty Stocking, 
PO Box 435, Corydon, IA 50060 
or dropped off at the General 
Relief Office in the basement 
of the Wayne County Court-
house. The Empty Stocking 
program is extremely grateful 
for all the generous people of 
Wayne County that help make 
this program a success.

Souper Bowl of 
Caring soup supper

The JOI (Junior Optimist In-
ternational) Club is holding a 
Souper Bowl of Caring soup 
supper, Dec. 10, 5 - 7 p.m. in 
the high school lunchroom, free 
will donation. All proceeds to 
help kids whose lunch account 
is delinquent.

Loebsack rep in 
Corydon

Congressman Dave Loeb-
sack will have his district rep-
resentative, Dien Judge, at the 
Wayne County Courthouse in 
the lower level Wednesday, 
Dec. 11 from 12:30 0 1:30 p.m.

Free meal 
at church

A free meal will be served at 
the Corydon United Methodist 
Church on Dec. 18 at 6 p.m. 
Music and door prizes are in-
cluded. 

 Ornament 
decorating to be 

held
A Christmas ornament deco-

rting party will be held Sat., Dec. 
14 at 11 a.m. and to read the 
new Crayons Christmas book. 
Space is limited so please call 
641-872-1621 or email Leona 
at admin@corydon.lib.ia.us.

Around
the 

Area
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The winners of the Corydon & 
Allerton Chamber of Commerce 
decorating contest were: above, 
first place, Bob and Linda Allen 
of Allerton; at left, second place, 
Michael and Breanna Enright of 
Corydon; and third place went to 
James and Connie West of Cory-
don. Other contestants were: Inn 
of the Six Toed Cat and Jim Rat-
liff, both in Allerton; and Josh and 
Tierra Shields in Corydon. Photos 
by Rhonda Bennett

Corydon and Allerton Chamber of Commerce to crown 
Little Miss Merry Christmas and Little Mister St. Nick

                 Aria Hagan           Cora Hagan     Ella Hagan     Mackenzie Hilding              Noah Hagan

                   Nova Salazar                          Silas Hawk               Sophia Hagan

by Jen Reed
While shopping in local stores, 

you may have noticed at the register 
when making a purchase, coffee cans 
and boxes adorned with Christmas 
themes along with an adorable local 
child’s face. These are the faces of 
the children entered in the 2019 Lit-
tle Miss Merry Christmas and Little 
Mister St. Nick.

The Corydon and Allerton 
Chamber of Commerce is once again 
sponsoring this contest that was open 
to any children residing in Wayne 
County. With the age requirements 
of preschool age through sixth grade, 

six little girls and two little boys are 
in the running for the crowns.

The cans and boxes were placed 
at area chamber participating busi-
nesses the week of Nov. 4 and will 
be collected on Friday, Dec. 13. The 
boy and girl that receives the most 
donations in their can or box will be 
crowned the 2019 Little Miss Mer-
ry Christmas and Little Mister St. 
Nick. on Saturday, Dec. 14 at noon. 
All participants will also receive a 
gift bag. 

The little girls vying for the 
Miss Christmas crown are Aria 
Hagan, Cora Hagan, Ella Hagan and 
Sophia Hagan, daughters of Josh 
and Malisha Hagan; Mackenzie 
Hilding, the daughter of Teddy and 
Marty Hilding and Nova Salazar, 
the daughter of Christina Hackett 
and Andrew Salazar.

Vying for the Mister St. Nick ti-
tle are Noah Hagan, son of Josh and 
Malisha Hagan and Silas Hawk, the 
son of Courney Hawk.

Along with the crowning, the 
ticket drawing will be held where 
one lucky winner will walk away 
with $500 in Corydon bucks. Dur-
ing this event, the Chamber will 
also be selling cups of chili for 25 
cents.

Several businesses will be run-
ning store specials on this day. It’s a 
great opportunity to shop at all our 
local stores while enjoying some 
hot chili and discovering who the 
$500 winner will be!

Medicine Creek repair estimates are in and approved following flood 
damage; 80 percent to be covered by Federal Highway Administration
by Jen Reed

During the Dec. 2 Board of Su-
pervisors regular meeting, Wayne 
County Engineer Randy Zerr in-
formed the board Medicine Creek 
repair estimates will reach the nearly 
one million dollar mark. 

“The Federal Highway Admin-
istration has approved Medicine 
Creek and it’s an 80/20 split,” said 
Zerr. “It’s a federal aid project mean-
ing they will pay the 80 percent. 
The feds won’t send the county any 
money directly as it always has to go 
through the state.”

“The state will be the one that 
pays us the 80 percent federal dollars 
and we come up with 20 percent,” 
Zerr continued. “Right now it’s just 
shy of one million dollars so we need 
to figure where we are going to come 
up with our $200,000 or a little bit 
less for our part.”

Zerr stated there will be time to 
sort out the details as a contract still 
needs to be put together as well for 

the design and outlet structure.
“Is this to replace the whole 

thing?” asked Supervisor Don 
Seams.

“Yes sir,” answered Zerr. “The 
Federal Highway Administration 
said it’s the whole thing.”

Zerr also informed the board 
25 sites are still being discussed and 
reviewed by FEMA. The culvert 
at Davis Road was deemed ineli-
gible due to the timeline of events. 
He also noted he has passed along 
several documents including Sec-
ondary Roads Department DOT 
Employee Drug and Alcohol Testing 
Policy, Conflict of Interest Policy, 
Fraud Reporting Policy, Personally 
Identifiable Information Policy and 
the Segregation of Duties Policy to 
County Attorney Alan Wilson for his 
review. 

Glen Williamson with the Karl 
Miles LeCompte Memorial Library 
Board along with input from Leona 

Darrah, Harriet Gustafson and Leroy 
Langloss provided information to the 
board regarding the library finances 
and stated the need for more funds to 
offer a wage increase to the librarian. 
Williamson stated the current wage 
following a past increase still comes 
in under $10 an hour and they hoped 
to offer a more competitive hourly 
wage, but could only do so through 
the county and city’s help.

While presenting a spreadsheet 
on the library finances, Williamson 
stated, “You will notice in July a lot 
of expenses and this is where I want 
to thank the county. The last three 
years each, we have gotten one sup-
port check from the county in that 
month and I can tell you that has 
been very helpful for us.”

“It’s been very helpful and last 
year the county contribution went 
up $1,000,” Williamson. “We used 
these contributions from the city 
and the county to raise the wage of 

our librarian. We went from under 
$9 an hour to under $10 an hour. It 
was very helpful, but still not where 
it should be.”

“Where I’m going with that is 
because we are not competitive with 
the staff wage and the only way we 
can be is to have more support in our 
contributions,” said Williamson.

Following a slide show presen-
tation by Darrah, Supervisor David 
Dotts asked Wayne County Auditor 
Michelle Dooley to provide insight 
on the yearly library allocations.

“We are in the season of setting 
values and last year’s values were 
$269 million approximately,” said 
Dooley. “Values have went up tre-
mendously with this year we are at 
$380 million valuation dollars. Last 
year you received $8,600 and I’m 
anticipating you to receive around 
$12,000 this coming year.”

Dooley also presented the FY20 
FAAP financial report to the board 

and informed the board the state 
auditors would be at the courthouse 
the remainder of the current week 
and into the next.

The next meeting for the Board 
of Supervisors will be held on Mon-
day, Dec. 16 at 9 a.m.

Stevens announces 
official retirement 
date from City of 
Corydon as City 
Clerk
by Jen Reed

Just as the regular City of Cory-
don council meeting was coming to 
a close, current City Clerk Ann Ste-
vens announced her official retire-
ment date had been decided.

“I have decided on my official 
retirement date and it will be Janu-
ary 2 (2020),” said Stevens. 

Stevens informed the council 
previously this year she would be 
looking to retire within the year’s 
timeframe. The council hired Cheryl 
Mastin to train under Stevens as her 
replacement back in August. 

In other business the council 
heard a presentation from the Karl 
Miles LeCompte Memorial Li-
brary Board and Don Seams with 
the Healthy Hometown committee. 
The second reading of Ordinance 
342 raising the water deposit for 
city tenants from $200 to $250 took 
place.

The next regular council meet-
ing will be held on Wednesday, Dec. 
18 at 7 p.m. with a budget work ses-
sion scheduled for Wednesday, Dec. 
11 at 6 p.m.


