
WCH Auxiliary 
offers 

scholarships
The Wayne County Hospital 

and Clinic System Auxiliary will 
award scholarships this year 
to selected residents of Wayne 
County os students at a Wayne 
County school. Those selected 
must be enrolled in or accepted 
to an accredited college, univer-
sity or area community college 
in any health care field.

Application forms are avail-
able in the high school guid-
ance office at each Wayne 
County school or may be picked 
up at the Wayne County Hos-
pital main entrance desk, or by 
contacting Cindy Enright at 641-
203-0978.
Applications must be returned 
to the individual guidance offie 
of the Wayne County Hospital 
main entrance desk by April 
12. Late applications will not be 
accepted. 
Free tax preparation 

available
Wayne County VITA 

(Volunteer Income Tax 
Assistance) will start preparing 
tax returns on Feb. 10, 2021. 
The IRS announced that they 
will not start excepting returns 
until Feb. 12 this year. They 
are behind due to the tax law 
change issued on Dec. 27, 2020. 
They are looking that refunds 
won’t be direct deposited until 
at least the first week of March.   
The site will be in operation in 
Corydon only and by drop off 
only. Refunds with ETIC and 
child tax credit will not be issued 
at least until the first week in 
March if not later this year.

Free February 
meal offered 

The February grab and go 
meal will be distributed on Feb. 
24 to those who come in their 
vehicles behind the Corydon 
United Methodist Church. There 
are no income guidelines to 
receive this meal. It is still free, 
as it has always been. Any 
donations, however, will go 
toward missions of the Parish 
and will help ensure this free 
meal program continues.

The meal  must be requested, 
and you can order a free dinner 
in one of several ways: 1) You 
will not have to call anyone If 
you have already requested the 
February meal when you picked 
up the Jan. 27 meal. 2) There will 
be phone sign-up information at 
the Allerton food truck pickup 
on Feb. 18. 3) You may call 
this number, 641-872-2027, to 
order your free meal any time 
from Feb. 16 through Feb. 18 
until 8 p.m. You will be asked 
to provide a contact name, how 
many meals are desired, and a 
contact phone number. 

Meal pickup can be any time 
from 5 through 6 p.m. on Feb. 
24. 

To pick up your free meal, 
drive through the east-west 
alley north of the water tower, 
which also is behind the church. 
Stop at the northeast door of the 
church and your meal will be 
delivered to your car.

The meal is created and 
sponsored by the Lord’s Working 
Servants of the Parish, made up 
of Allerton, Corydon, Lineville, 
Millerton, and New Zion UM 
churches.  

Around
the 

Area

Vol. 148 No. 8 (USPS 630-700)       Corydon, Iowa        Tuesday, February 23, 2021      One Section, 8 Pages     Price One Dollar

Wayne County’s Community-Oriented Newspaper

Times-Republican
The new press will be installed on 

Monday, Feb. 22 to fix the recent print-
ing issue. Again we apologize for this 

inconvenience. Early deadlines next 
week of 9 a.m. on Thursday, Feb. 18. and 

office will be closed on Friday, Feb. 19.

Wayne Community non-profit 
organizations are encouraged to begin 
preparing applications for the Wayne 
Community Foundation grants. Non-
profit organizations located/operating 
within Wayne County are eligible to 
submit applications. 

Approximately $81,457.50 will 
be available for distribution in 2021. 
Funds will be distributed 50 percent 
to basic grants and 50 percent to focus 
grants. The category for focus grants 
in 2020 is Municipalities, Safety, or 
Environment. Applications will be 

Wayne Community Foundation 
announces grant deadline

added to the website very soon. 
Completed grant applications must 
be received by 4:30 p.m. April 2. 

Send or deliver to any of the 
following locations: Meyer and 
Lain Law Office, 214 S. Franklin 
Street, Corydon, IA 50060 Attn: 
Jenna Lain; Snyders Variety, 128 
Broad St, Humeston, IA 50123 
and Lockridge Inc, 208 Main St, 
Promise City, IA 52583.

If you have any 
questions, contact us at 

Goodness, gracious, it’s always a great day to golf!

State wrestling coverage to be 
held over one week. Due to early 
press deadlines this week, please 
note all coverage from Jakson 
Cobb at the Iowa High School 
State Wrestling Tournament at 
Wells Fargo in Des Moines will 
be held until our next issue on 
Tuesday, March 2. As of press 
time, Cobb had advanced to day 
two competition at state.

Every Step Hospice and the Centerville team wanted to recognize the employees from Corydon Specialty 
Care on Feb. 12 after their hard work over the course of the last year due to COVID-19.  The team ordered 
several pizzas from Outlaw Pizza in an effort to help out local small businesses as well. Pictured above is 
Brian Hargrave from Every Step Hospice along with Outlaw Pizza owner Sharon Anderson before making 
the pizza delivery. Photo by Jen Reed

Groups or individuals are able to book tee times now at Goodness Gray-
cious Golf where one bay is available with a selection of over 35 courses 
to play on the simulator. Photo by Jen Reed

by Jen Reed
As Superintendent Mike Still 

pointed out to board members in 
the regular meeting held Feb. 15, 
four Wayne employees applied for 
consideration of early retirement re-
quests. Just before the discussion of 
this consideration began, the board 
considered an amendment to the 
policy that covers licensed employ-
ees requesting early retirement.

“The current policy states that 
only licensed employees who com-
plete their current employment con-
tract with the Board of Education 
may apply for early retirement,” 
began Still. “The policy also states 
the Board of Education reserves the 
right to amend, revise or revoke this 
policy or any revisions to the policy 
at any time with or without notice. 

Wayne School Board approves four early retirement requests
I recommend we amend this policy 
for this school year only to allow 
employees who did not complete 
their current employment contract 
to have the ability for early retire-
ment.”

The board approved the recom-
mendation from Still regarding the 
revision to the policy. Still informed 
the board while receiving four re-
quests for early retirement, the board 
policy states the number of certified 
staff approved is limited to three per 
year.

“Exceptions to this may be made 
at the sole discretion of the board 
and priority for applications will be 
based upon seniority,” Still advised. 

Those applying for early retire-
ment included Secondary Science 
teacher Laurie Hemphill, elementary 

teachers Shawn Hook, Jill Sharp and 
Sandy Hook. Still advised the board 
they could approve the policy based 
number of three or could proceed 
with approval of all four based on 
their own discrepancy.

When asked if names were list-
ed based on seniority, Still stated 
Hemphill, Sharp and Sandy Hook 
would be the three qualified based 
on the seniority status. The board 
made the decision to approve all 
four early retirement requests.

In other business, the board ac-
cepted resignation requests from 
Assistant High School Volleyball 
Coach Andrea McConahay and 
High School Cross Country Coach 
Rebecca Roberts. Coaching con-
tracts approved were Joe Nekvinda 
as Head Boy’s High School Track 

Coach, Cole Crawford as boys and 
girls Assistant High School Track 
Coach and Sara Siebert as full-time 
custodian. 

Earlier in the meeting Still in-
formed the board where the district 
sat with school hours at this time af-
ter having several snow days interfere 
with in-person learning. With the new 
requirement by Iowa Governor Kim 
Reynolds stating schools are required 
to offer 100 percent in-person learn-
ing going into effect on Feb. 15, Still 
went over how school hours are ac-
cumulated for the district. 

“You have to think back as we have 
an hour early release daily right now, 
so we have to see what that looks like 
and if we are within the legal limits 
of where we should be,” began Still. 
“August 24 which was the first day of 
school through Feb. 12, we had 104 
full days of instruction. Now in those 
dates, we met from 8:10 until 2:20 
and through Governor Reynolds, as 
long as you met 50 percent in-person 
instruction or more, you got to count 
your day as a full day. So on paper we 
met from 8:10 to 2:20 but we get to 
count a full day to 3:20 because that 
is what was in our school calendar 
and equal to full days.”

“Out of those full days, there times 
the 45 extra minutes we had 78 hours 
of instruction for those 104 full days,” 
Still continued. “We also had six ear-
ly out days which takes time away 
from us, 65 minutes per day that we 
got out early. On Feb. 12, last Friday 
we had 71.5 extra hours of instruction 
based on how the state looked at our 
calendar. Beginning Feb. 15, there 

are 62 school days and we have to 
actually go by what we are provid-
ing instruction-wise now moving 
forward. We no longer get to count 
the 2:20 to 3:20.”

Still advised based on calcula-
tions, they are able to continue with 
the current instruction times of 8:10 
to 3:20 to allow teachers the extra 
hour at the end of their day to help 
with online learning. 

The next regular school board 
meeting will be held March 15 at 
5:30 p.m.

by Jen Reed
One glance outside a window 

currently can be depressing for any 
summer-loving fans as the ground 
has remained covered in a sheet of 
white snow for several weeks. Those 
accustomed to Iowa winters know 
several weeks still remain before 
any sight of green grass will appear 
once more, which generally means 
golf enthusiasts will be forced to 
wait it out until they pull their clubs 
out from storage to take to the course 
again. Until now that is.

Dan Rockhold enjoys the sport of 
golf and felt while those living in 
Florida are able to continue in the 
sport, it was unfair Iowans don’t 
have that same luxury. That is where 
the vision began and a joke with 
friends this past summer turned into 
a new reality and business.

After purchasing and remodeling 
the building on the southwest corner 
of the Corydon square, the building 
was split in half. He moved his law 
office, Rockhold Law, into one side 
however the other sat vacant. He 
didn’t advertise the space, but did 

approach individuals he thought 
could possibly be interested in 
renting the available space. As it 
continued to sit empty and unrented, 
Rockhold felt it would be a great 
way to utilize the space by installing 
a golf simulator system.

“I joked to Jewell [Rockhold’s 
wife], that I was going to buy 
a practice green to give myself 
something to do over the noon 
hour and somehow that turned into 
a simulator,” he laughed. “Then I 
thought it would just be a simulator 
over there but I had friends saying 
they would pay money to use it. So 
that’s how it turned into a business. 
I guess now I will see how it pans 
out.”

Rockhold chose the name of 
Goodness Graycious Golf and while 
he can’t remember why that name 
was selected he noted Graycious 
came about by combining his two 
children’s names.

“It’s a rather unique mismatch 
of their names,” he stated. “Once 
Graycious was established the rest 
just kind of happened. Goodness 
Graycious Golf, it’s long but it 

works.”
Goodness Graycious Golf is 

available now for individuals or 
groups to book their tee times. 
Currently, the simulator is open 
Wednesdays, Saturdays and Sundays 
from 8 a.m. until 5 p.m.

“Tee times can be booked online 
or by calling us,” he noted. “People 
can ask for a different tee time if 
they call. They won’t be able to do 
that online but they can certainly 
call and ask. Some days it may work 
and some days it may not, but we do 
have the three set days available.”

Walk-ins will not be allowed, so 
planning ahead to set up a tee time 
slot is necessary. With the business 
just getting on its feet starting out, 
Rockhold is the only employee 
working. If business grows and it 
becomes busy, he does plan to hire 
an additional person to help him out 
with the scheduling process..

 Those coming in to golf with the 
simulator are also reminded they 
will need to bring in their own golf 
clubs and balls to use.

“We will have tees available, but 
chances are a person that has their 
own clubs isn’t worried about tees 
as they probably have their own,” 
said Rockhold. 

When coming in for a scheduled 
tee time, individuals are able to 
select the course they would like to 
golf a round on.

“There’s a little over 35 courses 
people can choose from,” he began. 
“You can select your tees based on 
how far you hit the ball. There’s also 
a driving-range feature on there if 
somebody didn’t want to play a full 
round of golf but wanted to work on 
their game, then come in and use the 
driving-range feature.”

Once a tee time is booked and 
the individual comes in for their 
designated time-slot, it takes about 
five minutes to get the simulator set 
up for play.

“That includes getting names 
entered and going over the process 
including what they may have to deal 
with or how to avoid it,” he stated. 

“No simulator is perfect and this one 
struggles with short shots. It’s a radar-
based simulator so there’s a little box 
on the ground behind you and it’s 
watching the ball but it’s expecting 
that ball to move at so much speed 
before it registers that it’s moving.’

“It can be a struggle but we have 
options,” Rockhold continued. “I’ve 
tested it out with a few friends that 
have been helping me and we tested it 
out with all of our unique golf swings 
and we just used the auto score 
function. Basically, when you come 
within 75 feet of the green it just gives 
you an auto score from there on out 
and you don’t have to deal with the 
short shots.

Rockhold added by using the auto 
function it keeps the game moving 
faster as well. When purchasing a 
tee time slot, you are paying for your 
time, not the number of holes played.

A group of two can usually get 
through none holes in a one-hour time 
slot. One person playing alone should 
have no trouble getting through 18 
holes in the course of an hour.

“Two people can get through 18 
holes in two-hours especially if using 
the auto function,” Rockhold added. 
“So that is important to remember 
when booking your time because you 
aren’t buying 18 holes, it’s the time.”

With no known simulators available 

for commercial use, Goodness 
Graycious Golf is the only one 
within a 60-mile radius. While the 
golf league at Walden Park doesn’t 
kick off until the first Wednesday in 
May, this simulator will give golf 
fanatics the ability to work on their 
swing and keep it in shape until the 
season begins.

“It isn’t the same as playing a real 
golf course, because here you will 
always be hitting off a perfectly 
manicured level surface and real 
golf is not that,” he mentioned. 
“On a real course it’s bumpy and 
sometimes grass can be tall where 
with the simulator as I played a 
couple days ago on a desert course 
and even though I shot clear off the 
course into the desert I still got to 
shoot off the perfectly manicured 
green. I didn’t have to worry about 
the sand.”

The turf used within the area 
is that of a country club elite golf 
mat. Rockhold noted that was an 
item he splurged on in the process. 
Those using the simulator are asked 
to only wear tennis shoes or non-
spiked golf shoes on the turf.

There is only one bay available 
for booking tee times and they 
can be booked out for 30-days in 
advance. Prepayment is required 


