
Programs set at 
Bob White 

 Are you crazy for morels but 
don’t know where to find them. 
Join a naturalist to learn tips of 
where to look and search the 
park Saturday, April 27, 11 a.m. 
Bob White Shelter House.
 Dutch oven cooking dem-
onstration will be April 27 at 2 
p.m. from the Bob White Shel-
ter House. Help make a snack 
andlearn how to sue a dutch 
oven to prepare delicious meals 
while camping.

Cambria Easter
Egg Hunt

 An Easter Egg Hunt has been 
set for Saturday, April 20 begin-
ning at 10:30 a.m. The hunt will 
be held at the Cambria Park for 
ages up to 11 years old.

Corydon Farmers
Market Meeting

 Anyone interested in joining 
the Corydon Farmers Market 
may attend the annual vendor 
meeting on Satuday, April 20 
from 10-11 a.m. at the Wayne 
County Extension Office. Ven-
dors include those that sell 
produce, baked goods and 
arts and crafts. The Cory-
don Farmers Market tqakes 
place on Thursday evenings 
in Junes, July and August and 
third Thursday in September 
and October. Questions can be 
directed to Alyssa Harders at 
(641) 414-6541.

Corydon’s spring 
clean up date set

 The City of Corydon has set 
spring clean up day as Thurs-
day, April 25. Please do not set 
anything on the curb until the 
weekend of April 20. No large 
appliances, tires, building ma-
terials ot toxic materials. Watch 
for Midwest Sanitation’s ad for 
more details closer to time.

Lenten Lunches
 Lenten lunches will be held 
on Thursdays (April 18) at 12 
noon at the United Methodist 
Church in Corydon. Each week 
a short service is lead by dif-
ferent area churches who also 
serve lunch following. All are 
invitied to come reflect togeth-
er on Jesus’ sacrifice for us and 
fellowship together.

Trama training set
 Neurobiology of trauma 
training will be held April 22, 12 
to 4 p.m. at the ISU Extension 
meeting room (please park in 
back). To register please email 
Vond@ottumwacrisiscenter.
org or call Von Dodds at 641-
799-9835. A light lunch will be 
held.

Permit to carry 
class scheduled

 Russell Sportsmen’s Club 
will hold an Iowa permit to 
carry class Tuesday, April 30, 
6:30 to 9:30 p.m. at the edu-
cation building at 41570 280th 
Ave, south west of Russell. To 
register or to inquire call, 641-
203-5296.

Turkey Palooza 
Fundraiser

  The Third Annual Turkey Pa-
looza event is set for Saturday, 
April 20 beginning at 6 p.m. 
Live and silent auctions will 
take place. Pulled Pork and 
Ribs will be served with live 
music for entertainment. Free 
will donation entry. Event will 
be held at the Wayne County 
Fairgrounds Event Center. All 
proceeds to benefit Reunite the 
Fight. 
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Allerton 
 The Good Friday walk will be down main street in Allerton 
April 19 at noon. Sunrise services will be held at 7 a.m. at 
the gazebo on main street, April 21 and the Allerton men’s 
breakfast group will serve a free community breakfast fol-
lowing sunrise services at the Centennial Building.

Corydon 
 First Baptist Church: Maundy Thursday Service at 7 p.m., 
Easter Sunrise Service at 6:15 a.m. at Walden Park Club-
house with breakfast to follow and Easter morning worship 
at 10:30 a.m. 

 Christ Community United Methodist Parish: Friday at 
New Zion Tenebrae service, 6 p.m. Sunrise services for 

Corydon, LIneville and New Zion at 7 a.m.  with 
breakfast following at all. Easter services at regular 

times at all churches.
 Christ the Servant Lutheran Church - Good Friday 

service, 7 p.m.; Easter breakfast, 9:30 a.m.; 
Easter Sunday worship, 11 a.m.

The 2019 President’s Education Awards Program recipients for outstanding academic excellence were hon-
ored on April 8. Pictured above are front row: Ana Chiperi and Raegan Tilley. Back row: Tiffany Grimes, 
Seth Sheriff and Brooks Jacobsen along with Aubrey Bennett, winner of the Rotary Scholarship. Photo by 
Jen Reed

Wayne Community Junior High and High School students were honored on April 9 by the Wayne of Corydon Optimist Club at the annual aca-
demic honors breakfast. Leslie Mason welcomed the honorees and their parents as they were served breakfast by the Optimist Club members. 
Guest speaker was Amber Rodgers, who is a Wayne Community graduate that moved back to her hometown in recent years and has now opened 
up her own business Prairie Clover Market. Pictured above are, front row: Lanee Davis, Cortney Knutson, Hagan Arnold, Clara O’Brien, Shaye 
Davis and Taralynn McCaslen. Middle row: Jaide Harvey, Camryn Jacobsen, Ana Cliperi, Tiffany Grimes, Seth Sheriff and Abbigail Cox. Back 
row: Laney Christian, Katelyn Nickell, Reese Brown, Sidney Davis, Emily Jones, Devyn Davis, Claire Carpenter, Shayden Arnold, Ava Goben and 
Kenton Prunty. Not present were Star Snow, Alexandra Hay, Allie Higdon and Zoey Miller. Photo by Jen Reed

Board of Supervisors accept highest bid for county farm rental; Friend pleads 
with county to hire full-time naturalist as her last day in Wayne County closes in

Wayne Community School graduate Bryan Coffey is pictured above with 
Des Moines Roosevelt students Joy Rector and Evie Sly before taking off 
to Abu Dhabi to attend the Global Leadership Youth Summitt. 

Wayne graduate 
continues to work 
towards more in-
clusive communi-
ties through his 
position with the 
Special Olympics

by Jen Reed
During the April 8 Board of 

Wayne County Supervisors meetings, 
Supervisor Chair Duffy Kester 
informed Supervisors David Dotts 
and Tom Swearingin, who joined by 
conference call, of two bids received 
for the county farm rental that had 
been advertised. Kester opened 
each sealed bid showing the present 
Dotts and read bid information to 
Swearingin.

The supervisors accepted the 
highest bid from Tyson Polsdofer for 
$24,500 per year for a six-year rental 
agreement. The board will meet with 
Wayne County Attorney Alan Wilson 
to have a formal contract drawn up 
for this agreement. 

Wayne County Conservation 
Director Bonnie Friend was present 
noting her last day within the county 
was approaching following her 
resignation notice. She spoke to the 
board pleading with them to find an 
alternative way to fund a full-time 
Naturalist. 

Friend and Wayne County 
Secretary Denise Becker previously 
met with local school districts Wayne 
Community and Mormon Trail 
looking for ways to partner together 
to help fund this position. After their 
meetings and speaking with part-
time Naturalist Hannah Wiltamuth, 
they decided it would be difficult to 
form that partnership.

“I believed it would work until 
we spoke with Hannah and then 
realized financially it wouldn’t work 
and it would be an extreme overload 
on Hannah herself,” said Becker.

Continued on page 3

“I know Friday is my last day, 
but I will do anything I can to help 
you with this process to have the 
Naturalist as a full-time position,” 
said Friend.

“I hear you and both of us 
understand the importance, but once 
again money rears its ugly head,” 
said Kester. 

“We will do some brainstorming 
and see what we can come up with,” 
said Dotts. 

“I know Tom is also on board 
and will also help with brainstorming 
ideas,” Kester added.  

Friend also advised all parks 
within the county are now opened 
back up for the spring season. 

“All of the parks are opened up 
with campers and it’s a wonderful 
time of the year,” Friend said. “On 
that note is there anything else 
before I go?”

“Have you decided not to go?” 
asked Kester.

“Duffy it has been bittersweet,” 
said Friend. “I will be back though. 
The board has hired me as contract 
labor on my days off so I will be 
back so I will do everything I can to 
keep things moving forward.”

“I have no doubt you will take 
care of that,” said Kester.

“I want to thank you for all 
you’ve done in your time here 
and personally I’ve really enjoyed 
working with you,” said Dotts.

“Dave, the same, it was 
wonderful having you on the board 
and again I can’t thank you and 
Cheryl enough for the one time you 

dropped everything when I really 
needed some help,” Friend said.

“I’ve learned to get along,” said 
Kester. “I thank you for that.”

“There is a win-win for 
everything, sometimes it just takes a 
little bit to get there,” Friend added. 

“I was a little harder nut to crack 
but I came around,” Kester said. 

“I just ask everyone to stay 
open-minded because that’s how 
we got here,” said Friend. “It will 
always work out and it may take 
time, but it will.”

“Anytime you want to drop 
in and tell us how things are going 
with you, the door is always open,” 
Kester stated.

“Thank you very much and 
mine the same,” Friend said.

Veteran’s Affairs Director Joella 
Perry was present to inform the 
board of the successful turnout from 
the Veteran’s Outreach Banquet that 
was held on April 6.

“We planned for 100 people and 
we had 104 people show up, so not 
only are we growing, but we will need 
a larger building to accommodate 
the growth for our next banquet,” 
said Perry. “We are growing, we are 
doing really good work and I want 
to thank you guys for your support 
in the veterans organization. I do 
appreciate it.”

“You did a wonderful job, I don’t 
know how you can have so much on 
your mind and still do all that,” said 
Kester. “I was very, very happy with 
the way you operated that. It was a 
really good time.”

“My feet hurt when I got home 
I can tell you that,” laughed Perry. 
“The food was really great too.”

Newly hired Wayne County 
Engineer Randy Zerr was present in 
his first official meeting to listen in on 
updates given by Assistant Engineer 
Dan Carpenter and Interim Engineer 
Gary Bishop. Carpenter noted he is 
continuing his work forward on the 
Title VI plan and Bishop informed 
the board the DOT would be making 
a visit to work on Highway S26 the 
following day.

“Zerr’s request that when they 
Continued on page 3

by Jen Reed
When Bryan Coffey, a 2005 

Wayne Community School graduate 
was in his senior year of high 
school, he began to take notice of 
a separation of groups of students. 
From there his heart became 
involved in working towards a more 
inclusive world we live in today.

“I was in the lunchroom at 
Wayne High School and there was 
definitely a separation of students,” 
Coffey began. “There was a table 
of special education students and 
the rest of us were not involved. I 
decided to walk over and sit down at 
that lunch table with those students 
and being an athlete at Wayne I 
was maybe considered popular at 
the time. Eventually after I started 
sitting at that table, my friends 
started hanging out as well.”

“We started to have a more 
inclusive community throughout 
Wayne High School,” Coffey 
continued. “ I was asked by 
Teiko Nickell (Secondary Special 
Education Instructor), to help with 
our Special Olympics Summer 
Games Program.”

“It really did all begin in a 
lunchroom with students with 
disabilities and from there it just 
evolved for me.”

And evolve it did as Coffey 
began coaching Special Olympics 
in 2005 before becoming full-time 
employed in 2012 as the Director of 
United Programs with the Special 
Olympics. Recently Coffey traveled 


