
Allerton Christmas 
program set

The annual Allerton Christ-
mas program will be Thursday, 
Dec. 13 at 7 p.m. in the Allerton 
Centennial Building. Santa will 
be there with homemade candy 
for everyone!

Saling Athletic 
Complex closed for 

season
The track, walking path and 

gates at the Saling Athletic 
Complex in Corydon will be 
closed for the winter as of Dec. 
3.

Garbage to curb at 
6 a.m.

Please have garbage totes 
to the curb by 6 a.m. on Thurs-
days regardless of when the 
truck usually comes. There will 
be no return trips. The front 
of the tote needs to be facing 
the street so that the garbage 
dumps into the truck and not 
onto the ground. Please be 
sure to put the garbage in the 
garbage totes and not the recy-
cling totes.   

Empty Stocking 
Program

Anyone interested in adopt-
ing a family for the Empty 
Stocking program may call 
641-872-1301. All monetary 
gift donations may be mailed 
to: Empty Stocking, P.O. Box 
435, Corydon, IA 50060-0435 
or dropped off at the General 
Relief Office in the basement 
of the courthouse. 

Silver Cord 
program at Wayne

Wayne Silver Cord Pro-
gram, a volunteer program for 
Wayne High School students 
started Nov. 1. Please email 
silvercords@wayne.k12.ia.us 
with any volunteer opportun-
ties you may have or visit us on 
Facebook at Wayne HS Silver 
Cords.

Preschool story 
time

The LeCompte Memorial Li-
brary will hold preschool story 
time on Tuesdays from 10 to 
11 a.m. for children ages 0-six 
years of age, with an adult. 
There will be stories, songs, 
simple crafts and a small 
snack.
Loebsack rep to be 

in Corydon
Congressman Dave Loeb-

sack will have a member of 
his staff, Dien Judge, in Cory-
don Wednesday, Dec. 12 from 
12:30 to 1:30 p.m. in the lower 
level of the Wayne County 
Courthouse meeting room.

Clio Baptist 
Christmas 
program

 The youth of the Clio Baptist 
Church invite you to a Christ-
mas program: “Is Something 
Missing?” Sunday, Dec. 16, 
6:30 p.m. at the Clio Baptist 
Church. Refreshments will fol-
low and a gift for every child 
who attends.

Around
the 

Area

Vol. 145 No. 50 (USPS 630-700)       Corydon, Iowa        Tuesday, December 4, 2018       One Section, 12 Pages     Price One Dollar

Wayne County’s Community-Oriented Newspaper

Times-Republican
Becker home decked out for Christmas 
featuring many handmade items
by Jen Reed

From the moment you step foot 
inside the back door of the Becker’s 
ranch style home, you begin to notice 
the rustic changes and additions that 
have been made. These aren’t just 
any type of changes and additions 
that have been purchased from a 
store however. All of these changes 
are the result of Cheryl Becker’s 
hard work with her own hands.

As you walk from the back 
porch entrance into their kitchen you 
can almost become overwhelmed 
seeing all the rustic, wooden beauty 
that surrounds you. The first to catch 
my eye is a beautiful kitchen table 
with different shades of stain with a 
rustic wooden beam with mason jars 
hanging above that has been made 
into a light fixture.

These very same styles of light 
fixtures I personally have pinned to 
my boards on the smartphone app 
Pinterest with price tags that boast 
hundreds of dollars to purchase. 
For me they are a vision I love and 
something I would have to beg my 
father to make for me versus paying 
the hefty price. For Becker, when she 
sees an idea, she steps outdoors into 
her wood shop to begin the process 
of making her design.

As I continually look around 
and ask on each item in her kitchen 
the response is generally the same 
from Becker, “I made that too.”

Past the lovely kitchen table and 
light fixture you can’t help but notice 
the beautiful rustic farmhouse style 
kitchen cabinets with open plate 
racks before you. The countertop is 
now adorned with beautiful wood 
that is polished and set off by the 
designed tin backsplash. 

The cabinets were in the home 
the Becker’s purchased new, but 
after a few years she grew tired of 
the cabinet doors and decided to 
reface them. Becker was not fond of 
a tower that stood just to the right of 
the sink so she did what most women 
have thoughts of doing at times, but 
never take the chance, and ripped it 
out. 

From there she began building 
her own cabinets, stating she had 
thoughts of continuing all the way 
around the walls but figured she 
should stop at some point. When 
she grew tired of her stovetop white 
metal hood, she ripped it out and built 
a new one to match the cabinetry.

With Christmas season among 
us, the Becker’s kitchen showcases 
the festive spirit of the holiday. 
Santa Christmas mugs are lined all 
around the cabinets, that can’t help 

but make you feel jolly.
While she is unsure when or 

even how her collection began, 
it is one that is quite impressive. 
Especially when she explains she 
will only spend loose change on 
these purchases. 

Past the mugs, you see the 
large Christmas tree adorned with 
the vintage red truck ornaments and 
matching ribbon along with other 
festive holiday decorations. These 
are the few items within the home I 
am positive she did not make herself. 
As I discovered, Becker herself made 
most of the home décor.

Within the kitchen there is 
a wooden wall quilt design that 
hangs. She believes this may be the 
first item she made and where the 
woodworking began.

“About 10 years ago Kurt and I 
traveled to Pennsylvania for his job 
at East Penn,” she began. “While 
there we saw the neatest wooden 
barn quilts and we fell in love with 
them. We had never seen anything 
like it around this area. So I came 
home and made one. I posted my 
photo on Facebook and before long 
I was being asked to make several 
barn quilts.”

The entire barn quilt from the 
cut wooden shapes to the paintings 
on them, start to finish to were made 

by her. From there Becker started 
noticing barn quilts all around the 
area. Something she had never seen 
in southern Iowa before.

When asked how she began 
this journey of learning to use wood 
working tools and making such 
amazing, beautiful items it was a 
pretty easy answer for her, “I got 
tired of waiting for Kurt to cut wood 
for me and money was limited, so I 
just went out by myself and did it.”

“When you have money people 
tend to just go buy the things they 
want or need,” said Becker. “If you 
don’t have the money to spend then 
you learn to make it and that’s what 
I did.”

Becker also believes very firmly 
in this motto, “Necessity is the 
mother to all inventors,” she begins. 
“You learn to do things because of 
necessity.”

While some may not feel home 
décor is a necessity, it certainly can 
make a house a home. As you travel 
through the Becker’s residence you 
continue to find pieces all throughout 
she has made with love, and some 
aggression as well.

When looking at the television 
entertainment center you can see 

Cheryl Becker stands in her kitchen surrounded by items she has made 
for her home including her kitchen table, light fixture, kitchen cabinets 
featuring her Santa Claus mug collection and more. Photo by Jen Reed

Amber Rodgers is pictured above as Corydon City Clerk Ann Stevens issues her the oath of office to fill the 
vacant city council seat during the regular meeting held on Dec. 6. Photo by Jen Reed.

By Jen Reed
During the Thursday, Dec. 6 

meeting held by the Corydon City 
Council, council member Stan 
Rupe made the motion to nominate 
Corydon resident Amber Rodgers 
to the fill the seat left vacant after 
Dennis Moorman was appointed 
mayor in a previous meeting. 

Rodgers has been present as a 
guest to many recent meetings held 
by the city council and was present 
to accept the nomination made. Once 
City Clerk Ann Stevens issued the 
oath of office to Rodgers, she took 
her seat in her new position.

John Buttz of Southern Iowa 
Plumbing was listed on agenda to 
discuss with the council dumping of 
waste into the city’s lagoon. He was 
not present for discussion.

Mayor Moorman noted he had 
met with Buttz previously regarding 
his request to dump. He did not feel 
comfortable in allowing the dumping 
as they didn’t feel the SAGAR 
system was set up for that. The 
council agreed they didn’t believe 
it should be allowed to have outside 
waste dumped into the city system.

After the hire of new city 
employee Jacob Clark at previous 
city meeting, it was decided to move 

New council member sworn 
in to vacant seat

city employee Brandon Trower to a 
crew leader position. It was voted on 
and approved to offer Trower a wage 
increase.

 “It should be noted I have been 
hearing lots of good feedback about 
Brandon with the job he is doing,” 
said Rupe.

Trower was also commended for 
his job in snow clearing during the 
last heavy snowstorm.

“I had a lot of help from Kenny 
(Holmes), Jared (Chambers) and 
Josh (Willey)” said Trower. “If it 
hadn’t been for their help it would 
have been three or four in the 
morning before I would have gotten 
home.”

Moorman stated with Trower’s 
new position they hope to have 
emergency situations such as a 
water leak or tree falling, be called 
into the sheriff’s office. For other 
non-emergency situations residents 
of Corydon can come into the 
clerk’s office during working hours 
or attend a city council meeting for 
other issues.  

A public hearing was open 
for the discussion in the matter 
of the authorization of a loan and 

Breakfast with Santa this Saturday
     The Wayne High School FCCLA 
group is sponsoring Breakfast with 
Santa on Saturday, Dec. 15 from 
9-11 a.m. in the Wayne Junior High 
Gymnasium. 
     A pancake breakfast will be served 
along with visits with Santa, rein-

Continued on page 3

deer games, face painting, cookie 
decorating, a photo booth, Christmas 
ornament crafts and more.
     The admission for entertrance is 
$5 for children and adults with free 
admission to children under the age 
of two.

Continued on page 3

Wayne County Sherriff Keith Davis

Wayne County Sheriff Keith 
Davis elected to Iowa State 
Sheriffs’ Association
By Jen Reed

Wayne County Sheriff Keith 
Davis has held the honor of being 
the longest serving sheriff within 
the county and now he has another 
honor to celebrate. On Tuesday, Dec. 
4 Davis was elected to the board for 
the Iowa State Sheriffs’ and Deputies’ 
Association.

Serving in office as Sheriff 
since 1997, Davis submitted his bio 
and was elected by members of the 
association. Davis is one of twelve 
members elected to the board from 

across the state of Iowa.
With the mission of the Iowa 

State Sheriffs’ and Deputies’ 
Association being outlined to 
promote the positive role of law 
enforcement throughout the state. 
Their duties include supporting and 
educating members by providing 
training and assistance. Through 
these actions they can protect the 
public through community outreach 
and legislative actions. 


