
Wayne preschool 
signup set

 Wayne preschool sign-ups 
will be March 4 from 5 - 6 
p.m. in the Wayne Elementary 
lunchroom. Signups will not 
start prior to 5 p.m. If you can-
not attend sign-up on March 4, 
applications may be filled out in 
the elementary office March 6 
or after. All children who will be 
four years old by Sept. 15 are 
eligible for free preschool with 
no income guidelines to meet! 
Classes are in session Monday 
through Thursday, 8:20 a.m. to 
3:20 p.m. and transportation is 
provided within the school dis-
trict bus routes. The preschool 
roster is filled on a first come 
first serve basis.

Free income tax 
preparation

 Wayne County Extension 
is a Volunteer Income Tax As-
sisance (VITA) site. If your in-
come is $55,000 or less, you 
may be able to take advantage 
of free income tax preparation. 
Appointments are available 
Thursday evenings and Sat-
urday mornings. The tax pre-
parers are IRS certified com-
munity volunetters. Please call 
641-872-1755 to make an ap-
pointment.

Corydon pet 
licenses due

 The City of Corydon reminds 
everyone pet licenses for 2019 
are due March 1. All inside and 
outside cats and dogs over six 
months old must be licensed 
annually. 
 Pets six months to a year 
are $2.50 a year and pets over 
a year old are $5 per year. Li-
censes may be obtained at 
Corydon City Hall and must 
have proof of current rabies 
vaccination.

TR now available 
as E-Edition

 The Times Republican is 
now available as an E-Edition 
for anyone wanting your news 
quickly. You may subscribe 
online on our new web page: 
www.corydontimes.com.

Loebsack to hold 
office hours

Congressman Dave Loeb-
sack will have his district rep-
resentative Dien Judge at the 
Wayne County Courthouse in 
Corydon on Wednesday, Feb. 
27, 12:30 - 1:30 p.m. in the 
lower level meeting room.

Hunter education
class

A hunter education class will 
be held on Saturday, March 9 
from 8 a.m. to 5 p.m. You can 
register online at www.iowadnr.
gov. Anyone that is 18 years of 
age or older is able to take the 
entire course online on website. 
Please call (641) 774-2438 with 
any questions

Fry to hold area 
forum

Representative Joel Fry will 
hold a legislative forum Fri-
day, March 8 at 8 a.m. at the 
Corydon Farm Bureau meeting 
room.

Don’t eat alone!
Come to the free meal 

Wednesday, Feb. 27, 6 p.m. 
Corydon United Methodist 
Church. Call 641-872-1569 for 
information. If school is can-
celled, so is the meal.
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Susie and Butch Gibbs watch over as Wayne Community School senior Jacinda Reed learns proper CPR 
techniques during their hands on demonstration they gave at the Times-Republican office on Feb. 19. Photo 
by Jen Reed

by Jen Reed
Roughly 610,000 people die of 

heart disease in the United States 
every year. That is an estimated one 
in every four deaths caused by heart 
disease.

 This makes heart disease the 
number one leading cause of death in 
the United States. It is more deadly 
than all forms of cancer combined, 
and generally has no warning signs 
that meet the eye.

Having lost my own grandfather 
while in high school to a heart attack, 
this is a subject that hits close to home 
for me. With advancements made 
every year in the medical world, 
the usage of an Automated External 
Defibrillator (AED) machine added 
with hands-only CPR became the 
difference between life and death 
for one Wayne County man and his 
family.

Butch Gibbs experienced a heart 
attack previously in 2003, however 
nothing could have prepared him 
or his wife Susie for the events that 
would unfold the following year. 
Following his heart attack, Susie 
applied for federal grants for a new 
AED unit for the Humeston First 
Responders.

Once the AED unit arrived, 
it was used for the first time on a 
patient later in the year of 2003. That 
patient was saved through the use of 
CPR and the AED unit.

On the evening of April 2, 2004 
Susie who was a nurse at the time 
had taken the evening off work, to be 
involved in a play along with Butch 
in Humeston. Butch experienced 
chest pains during the play, however 
he continued about his evening even 
driving himself home following the 
play.

by Jen Reed
When hit with a never-ending 

winter like we have been experiencing 
this year, what better way to cure 
those winter blues than laughter that 
warms the soul. The cast of Rocky of 
the Rainforest is set to take the stage 
this weekend and provide laughter to 
all ages that attend.

The Allerton play is set for their 
36th production when the hard work 
from on stage and behind the scenes 
comes to life March 1 and 2. Rocky 
of the Rainforest will be featuring 
a large cast of 27 actors that began 
work only seven weeks prior before 
bringing the show to light.

“To me this is a true community 
endeavor,” began Director Lorena 
Blount. “When I think of all the 
behind the scenes people, all the 
people that donated food and made 
food, all the merchants for helping 
advertise with us and all the people 
that just help put on the play itself 
you have at least 100 people and 
that is one-fifth of the population of 
Allerton. And we have many Corydon 
people join in as well so this is very 
much a community endeavor.”

“A big question we always talk 
about with our cast is why do we do 
this every year,” Blount continued. 

by Jen Reed
During the Feb. 20 regular 

meeting held by the City of Corydon, 
council members were informed of 
the hiring of new employee Laredo 
Davis. Davis was previously offered 
the position in November of 2018, 
but was unable to take the job, 
however now will begin work on 
Feb. 25 at the rate of $13 per hour.

“Our crew will be full,” said 
City Clerk Ann Stevens. 

“That ought to be a big help 
to our guys,” said council member 
Nathan Bennett.

Corydon Mayor Dennis 
Moorman joked asking city 
employee Brandon Trower, “Have 
you had enough snow yet or do you 
want us to order more?”

Allerton play is sure to be a crowd pleaser as Rocky 
and cast swing into action and into your funny bones

With February’s Heart Health 
Month coming to a close, one Wayne 
County heart survivor urges people 
to be the help, not wait for help

City of Corydon fills third position and looks forward to 
having full crew to help with the winter that won’t end

“I had enough about three or four 
snows ago,” Trower commented. “We 
should change the slogan for the town 
to Corydon, the new Aspen with as 
much snow as we have gotten. It kind 
of looks like Colorado out there.”

“We could almost put a ski slope 
right out in my back yard,” said 
council member Bennett.

“Well Kenny has a pile at his 
shop that we might be able to ski 
down, which I’d like to say thank you 
because half the snow that is out there 
is from our square,” Trower stated. 
“Which it’s been his truck, his hoe 
and his property and he didn’t have 
to do that for us, but it makes me and 
Jacob’s lives a lot easier being able 
to do stuff like that when he doesn’t 
have to do that by any means. It is 

greatly appreciated.”
Trower estimates with each 

snow they are making eight to 12 
passes down each road within the 
city for snow clearing. 

“You guys have done a 
tremendous job by the way,” said 
council member Stan Rupe. “I know 
you’re tired.”

Council member Amber 
Rodgers mentioned being asked 
about the water tower being 
repainted. The interested person 
wondered if there were plans for 
that to be done in the near future.

“The inside will be done this 
spring, as it was supposed to be done 
this winter but for some reason the 

The Allerton play dress rehearsal for Rocky of the Rainforest is scheduled for Wednesday, Feb. 27 at 7:30 p.m. 
at the Allerton Centennial Building. Pictured above is Crissy Homann as Aquacola, R.D. Blount as Ingagi, 
Sara Beavers as Betty Beatty and Tim Kelly as Rocky. The play will also be on Friday and Saturday, March 1 
and 2 at 7:30 p.m. Photo by Jen Reed

“It is the gift of laughter in the cold 
of winter.”

“And we sure needed it this 
year,” said Stage Designer and 
Director Jackie Greenlee. 

“In winter we stay in our homes 
and our plays get you out and gets 
you laughing,” said Blount. “Our 
creativity flows as a team. We don’t 
follow the script word for word, as 
we do a lot of creating around the 
basic script and that is exciting to 
see.”

“We have a lot of actors that 
have done this for many, many 
years and some say it’s like a family 
reunion every year in January when 
we get back together again.”

The familiar face of Tim Kelly 
will be returning to the stage this 
year as he takes on the role of main 
character Rocky. Kelly, clothed in 
animal print, is sure to make you 
laugh as he swings from a “vine” 
making his entrance onto the stage. 

Along with Kelly will be R.D. 
Blount as Ingagi who is a monkey 
that believes he is an ape and 
Crissy Homann as Aquacola who 
is a jungle princess that takes claim 
to everything. Tom Hysell plays 
the role of Larry Livermore who 
is a film producer that escapes a 

harrowing live snake incident along 
with many more roles sure to have 
you chuckling from your seats.

“With each play we follow a 
couple mottos,” said Blount. “One 
from famous comedian Carol Burnett 
who said enjoy your audience and 
they will enjoy you. The other is 
from Proverbs 17:22, a merry heart 
doeth good like a medicine.”

“It just feels so good to laugh 
together.”

While the main objective of 
those working to bring the Allerton 
play to life is laughter, the money 
raised from generous donations 
allows community improvements 
within the city of Allerton. The 
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“I remember driving home 
having the pain and just wanting to 
get home and I took one turn really 
wide and I was thinking I hope 
there isn’t a state trooper nearby 
that seen that or they’ll pull me over 
wondering what I was doing,” said 
Butch.

Once arriving home, the chest 
pains continued. 

“I looked at him and could see 
he was drenched in sweat and cold 
and clammy,” Susie said recalling 
the events of the night.

As the phone call went in calling 
for an ambulance, Butch suddenly 
stiffened up and fell backwards on 
the couch. Susie putting her nursing 
skills into quick action, immediately 
rolled Butch to the floor and began 
CPR on him. 

Within four minutes from the 
call going out for an ambulance, 
the Humeston First Responders got 
to Butch first. The fourth time their 
AED unit Susie worked for grants 
to receive, was on Butch himself.

Not once. Not twice. Not three 
times. Butch was shocked 22 times 
in total.  

He was worked on for roughly 
45 minutes at his home being 
administered hands-only CPR and 
being shocked each time he died 
on scene. Each time he would again 
lose pulse and his heartbeat and 
breathing would stop.

“As I was giving him chest 
compressions I was planning his 
funeral in my head,” Susie stated. “I 
just didn’t think he would make it.”

By ambulance he was taken to 
the Lucas County Health Center in 
Chariton then flown to Des Moines. 
When in Des Moines an internal 

Wayne school board approves 
superintendent early retire-
ment request; plan of action set 
to make up missed snow days
by Jen Reed

Following a closed session at 
the end of the Wayne Community 
School Board regular meeting held 
on Feb. 18, the board approved  
early retirement requests submitted 
by Superintendent Dave Daughton 
and bus driver Debbie McDannald. 
Daughton and McDannald will 
receive early retirement benefits and 
the retirement will not go into effect 
until the end of the 2018-2019 school 
year.

Earlier in the meeting Daughton 
presented the board with a plan of 
action on how to make up missed 
school days due to bad weather this 
winter. As of press time, Wayne 
schools will be making up seven 
student days as of Feb. 20.

While Feb. 15 was originally 
scheduled as a day off, this day was 
used as one make up day. This leaves 
six additional days to make up. 

Classes will now be in session 
on Thursday, April 18. This was 
originally scheduled as a staff-
learning day. 

Classes will also be held on 
Monday, April 22. This was originally 

scheduled as a vacation day for the 
Easter holiday weekend.

The remainder of the days has 
now been added onto the end of the 
school calendar. School dates will 
be continued on May 28, 29, 30 and 
31. 

These are the amended school 
dates approved by the board, 
however the school calendar is 
subject to change pending further 
weather related cancellations should 
they arise.

In other business, Kelley Lavely 
and Suzanne Hitt with the Wayne 
Community Nutritional Department 
were present to update the board 
on findings from their most recent 
review that is held every three years. 
While the formal review results had 
yet to be received, Lavely reported 
she was informed the previous year 
there were seven technicals in office 
and this year there were zero.

Lavely praised the work done 
by Superintendent Administrative 
Assistant Cindy Comer. She also 
stated praise was given to Elementary 
Principal Boyd Sinclair. 
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