
New artist to be 
featured at 

Corydon State Bank
 A new artist, Sondra Wolfe 
will be displaying some of their 
paintings during the month 
of May at the Corydon State 
Bank’s north lobby.  WAYCO 
Arts Council coordinates these 
events. More information to 
come.

Blood drive 
scheduled

A blood drive is scheduled for 
Monday, May 10 at the Corydon 
Methodist Church from 12:30 
until 5:30 p.m.

Murphy Place to 
have open house
Murphy Place Assisted Living 

located at 620 East Monroe, 
Corydon, will be having an 
Open House Tuesday, May 11 
from 10 a.m. to 6 p.m. Feel free 
to come for a tour to learn about 
what assisted living has to offer 
for you or a loved one. 

Wayne Senior 
Award’s night 

planned
The Class of 2021 will 

be recognized during Senior 
Awards night on Tuesday, May 
11 beginning at 6 p.m. in the 
high school gymnasium.

Wayne Class of 2021 
Senior Graduation
The Class of 2021 Senior 

Graduation will be held on 
Sunday, May 16 at 3 p.m. 
Graduation is scheduled to 
be held at the Wayne County 
Fairgrounds using the main 
stage. 

City of Corydon 
reminder about use 

of golf carts
All residents are reminded to 

register golf carts with City Hall. 
Those operating golf carts must 
be 18 years of age with a valid 
driver’s license. For assistance 
with registration, residents can 
stop into City Hall or call (641) 
872-1826 for questions.

Grass clippings not 
allowed on streets
The City of Corydon reminds 

residents to not throw grass 
clippings on the street when 
mowing as it clogs the sewer 
system.

City of Corydon 
reminder about 

furniture on curbs
Residents with chairs or fur-

niture on the curb: please note 
that the City of Corydon no lon-
ger picks up items on the curb. 
Please call Midwest Sanitation 
directly at 888-428-2610 for a 
price quote and for pick up. Re-
cliners for example would cost 
approximately $30 to pick up. 
Midwest will bill you and collect 
the money from you directly.

Around
the Area
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A COVID-style celebration was held on April 26 as Wayne Communi-
ty School students and faculty celebrated their selection of having two 
buildings out of seven in the State of Iowa recognized as a Capturing 
Kid’s Hearts Showcase School for the 2020-2021 school year. The Wayne 
cheer squad helped pump up the audience as cupcakes from Sprinkles 
Bakery were served. Photo by Jen Reed

Wayne CSD celebrates holding two of seven buildings 
in State of Iowa named as a National Capturing Kids’ 
Hearts Showcase School for 2020-2021 school year

When COVID closed down buffets, 
Saxton decided to think outside the 
box to allow fundraising efforts to con-
tinue while serving the community
by Jen Reed

Anyone that considers themself 
a local southern Iowan is probably 
familiar with Thelma Saxton’s fa-
mous broasted chicken meals. For 
several years, Saxton along with 
her staff, many of which are family 
members, has offered Sunday buf-
fets at Carpenter Hall in Chariton 
where her broasted chicken along 
with a large variety of meats, sides, 
salads and desserts have been served 
typically once a month.

During each of “Thelma’s buf-
fets”, an organization was allowed 
to help within Carpenter Hall, which 
is owned by Saxton. Whether it be 
a ball team, organization or a club 
such as 4-H or boy scouts, the vol-
unteer workers would help in clear-
ing tables and assisting in the buffet 
lines, which allowed them the ability 
to raise funds for their organization 
while also helping the flow of the 
buffet.

Unfortunately, when the 
COVID-19 pandemic began, several 
businesses were forced to close due 
to health and safety restrictions and 
regulations. Restaurants, especially 
those serving buffet-style meals 
foudn themselves at the top of the 
list for closures.

“During the closure I could see 
the negative toll that it took on com-
munity organizations still trying to 
live their missions with resources 
dwindling due to the inability to get 
out face-to-face with people to do 
their typical fundraising events,” 
said Saxton. “I could see this really 
impacted local community groups 
and their abilities to raise valuable 
dollars for their initiatives.”

“I could see an opportunity to 
support local organizations and non-
profits in their efforts to continue to 
fund raise in a new and exciting way 
and this is when the drive-thru ben-
efit dinners were born,” Saxton con-
tinued. “I saw this as a calling from 
God to support the way that I knew 
how, to make food!”

Saxton was familiar in catering 

events through her small business, 
Cater 2 U, where she focused on 
weddings and other special events in 
her infancy before expanding to her 
primary focus on community-based 
organizational support. The process 
is relatively simple for those organi-
zations to raise money through the 
drive-thru dinners. Tickets for the 
meals are sold and with the organi-
zation’s help, delivered directly to 
the vehicles on the scheduled day.

All meals served by Saxton 
and her crew are homemade and 
even though she provides a variety 
of meal options for the drive-thru 
dinners, the broasted chicken din-
ner continues to be the most popular 
choice. 

“I had a couple food service 
trailers and then the drive-thru fund-
raiser was born and I have to say it 
is an extreme delight of my career to 
have such a valuable opportunity,” 
stated Saxton. “I like to think of my-
self as a very passionate person who 
is committed to supporting small 
businesses and community organi-
zations. I am committed to seeing 
small-town Iowa thrive!”

Now with the pandemic hav-
ing exceeded the one-year mark 
and with COVID vaccines being 
available, restrictions have loosened 
on businesses which has allowed 
Saxton to begin offering her buffet 
meals once again at Carpenters Hall. 
After a year without, the first buffet 
was held on April 11 with another 
planned for Mother’s Day, Sunday, 
May 9.

The reopening of buffets doesn’t 
mean the end of the drive-thru din-
ners however. Looking ahead, there 
will be several options for those 
craving her homemade cooking with 
several dates already scheduled lo-
cally including Thursday, May 13; 
Thursday, June 3; Thursday, June 
17 and Thursday, July 15 in Cory-
don and on  Thursday, May 20 and 
Thursday, June 10 in Humeston. 

The Wayne FFA Chapter spent several weeks organizing a school-wide community service project day. On the 
perfect spring day of April 26, students in grades 7-12 spent their mornings assisting in various ways across 
the community. Students provided assistance at Corydon Lake Park, Wayne County Senior Housing, Wayne 
County Food Pantry, Wayne Theatre, Allerton Fire Department, Corydon Fire Department, Allerton baseball 
field, Corydon youth baseball field, Prairie Trails Family Aquatic Center, George Saling Athletic Complex 
including the Wayne Community baseball and softball fields, Wayne County Fairgrounds, Care Initiatives, 
Wayne County Hospital, Wayne Community School outdoor classroom, Wayne Community Secondary School 
building and as pictured above, students assisted the Wayne County Pioneer Cemetery Commission at Rankin 
Cemetery. The projects allowed students to be involved in giving back to their community while also learning 
many lessons along the way. Photo by Jen Reed

After a long year of closure through 
COVID and employee changes, Cory-
don City Hall reopens to the public
by Jen Reed

In the regular City of Corydon 
meeting held on April 28, City Clerk 
Administrator Stacy Gibbs reminded 
the council that City Hall would be 
reopening to the public on May 3. Af-
ter being closed to the public for one-
year due to COVID-19 and through 
employee turnover within the office, 
Gibbs and the council alike were ea-
ger to reopen.

Moving forward, City Hall will 
be open Mondays through Thurs-
days 8 a.m. until 4:30 p.m., while be-
ing closed from noon to 1 p.m. daily 
for the lunch hour. The office will be 
closed to the public on Fridays, how-
ever office staff will be available to 
receive phone calls.

The council approved the ad-
dition of a second phone line within 
City Hall to provide the ability for a 
line to remain open while another is 
in use. The approximate monthly cost 
for the line will be $45.

It was noted there continues to be 
an issue regarding the usage of golf 
carts within city limits. There have 
been reports received of children op-
erating golf carts that violate the city 
ordinance. All golf carts are required 
to be registered at City Hall with all 
operators needing a valid driver’s li-
cense and required to be at least 18 
years of age. 

The council is currently looking 
into seasonal help for the city crew 
with mowing. One, possibly two per-
sons will be hired at $8.50 an hour for 
the seasonal help.

Gibbs advised the council a roll-
off dumpster had been placed at the 
city-owned property at 215 NW Street 

for cleanup to begin. 
The council will look into nui-

sance properties that hold safety 
concerns that have already received 
notice of the issues. The council 
would like to focus on properties 
that have been advised of the nui-
sance issues first as well as proper-
ties close to or on the town square. 

After receiving a request from 
a city employee, it was looked into 
to see if the city could provide pool 
passes for city employees and their 
families. Gibbs was informed it 
could be done however it would be 
considered taxable income for the 
employee. The council decided not 
to take any action at this time.

Council member Dawn Chris-
tian noted she would like the city 
to look into beginning a commu-
nity garden within city limits. The 
council discussed possible areas 
the garden could be grown with 
the thought it could be maintained 
by volunteers and those wishing to 
utilize vegetables grown in the gar-
den. The council also discussed the 
possibility of a fruit tree orchard as 
well. 

Following the special election 
held on April 27 to fill the vacant 
council seat, unofficial results show 
Kyle Hampton received 22 votes 
after 31 took to the polls. Also re-
ceiving votes were Joshua Shields 
with 4, Jimmy Spidle with 3 and 
Anne Winslow-Cook with 2.

Hampton will be sworn in at 
the next regular council meeting 
scheduled for Wednesday, May 12 
at 5:30 p.m.

by Jen Reed
Wayne Community Schools 

have a big reason to celebrate after 
learning their school district was 
named as a National Capturing Kids’ 
Hearts Showcase School for the cur-
rent 2020-2021 school year. Adding 
to the excitement for the school dis-
trict was the recognition of holding 
two out of seven buildings within the 
State of Iowa to receive this honor 
where only 325 schools nationwide 
were recognized. In fact, this was 
the first time the school district was 
ever selected as a nominee, let alone 
receive the honor when the Wayne 
Elementary and Wayne Secondary 
Schools were notified last Novem-
ber.

Capturing Kids’ Hearts was 
kickstarted in 1990 when founder 
Flip Flippen held the first training 
event from his home in Texas. Work-
ing from his motto “If you have 
a child’s heart, you have a child’s 
mind” he hoped to improve school 
cultures, strengthen trust between 
teachers and students and work to-
wards building self-managing class-
rooms that would improve academic 
performances. 

“We started this 20-plus years 
ago when Mr. [William] Tuma was 
the superintendent and have been 
doing it ever since with our current 
Superintendent Mr. [Mike] Still re-
ally pushing us the last year, year 
and a half to be more involved in the 
process for the National Showcase,” 
stated Wayne Secondary Principal 
Stacy Snyder. Every certified staff 
member goes to a Capturing Kids’ 
Hearts training and at this point we 
are now working on getting even 
our non-certified staff including bus 
drivers, cooks and associates trained 
as well. We are even hosting a train-
ing here this summer to try to get our 
non-certified staff trained.”

So what exactly does this mean 
for Wayne to be recognized as a Na-
tional Showcase School? Visits to 
the school district were completed 
by consultant Bob Case where Sny-
der and Elementary Principal Boyd 
Sinclair provided classroom visits 
and walk-thrus of every room in the 
two buildings to allow Case to de-
termine the implementation of Cap-
turing Kids’ Hearts within the school 
district. Wayne was nominated fol-
lowing these visits.

After receiving word of the 
nomination, surveys were complet-
ed by Wayne staff and students as 
well as virtual site meetings being 
held with students, staff and parent 
groups which in turn resulted in be-
ing named as a National Showcase 
School.

Capturing Kids’ Hearts recog-
nizes and celebrates the schools that 

go the extra mile each day while also 
creating a social and emotional safety 
on school grounds that is conducive to 
learning.

Wayne implements the Capturing 
Kids’ Hearts programs through staff 
meet and greets daily with students, 
sharing good things, signing and fol-
lowing social contracts as well as fol-
lowing the EXCEL (Engage, X-plore, 
Communicate, Empower, Launch) 
program. 

“The biggest piece of our rec-
ognition was seeing our relationship 
driven culture and the student con-
nectedness,” Snyder stated.

“When I think about Capturing 
Kids’ Hearts, I think about positive 
relationships with students and staff 
and modeling this behavior from the 
top down,” said Snyder. “Mr. Still has 
even began implementing the EXCEL 

program within our monthly board 
meetings, so it begins at the top.”

Summary score reports were 
received by each Wayne school 
building where the secondary 
school received an overall imple-
mentation score of 84.8. This 
placed the junior-senior high cam-
pus above the 79.6 national average 
in implementation while staying 
above the national average in every 
category scored. 

In a normal year where COVID 
didn’t exist, a large celebration 
would have been possible for this 
huge honor.  With several restric-
tions still in place, Wayne was able 
to hold an assembly on April 26 
where students and staff enjoyed 
cupcakes and the Wayne cheerlead-
ers performed as Snyder informed 
students of the award.


