
County Legion 
Auxiliary meeting
The Wayne County Legion 

Auxiliary will be holding a meet-
ing on Aug. 22 at 7 p.m. in the 
Corydon Legion basement. For 
more information call Barb Gill 
at 641-873-4390.

Loebsack rep to be 
in Corydon

Congressman Dave Loeb-
sack’s district representative, 
Dien Judge, will be at the 
Wayne County Courthouse, 
lower level, Wednesday, Aug. 
21 from 12:30 to 1:30 p.m.

 
Dizziness 

workshop planned
If you are struggling with diz-

ziness or vertigo the Wayne 
County Hospital PT Depart-
ment is hosting a dizziness 
workshop Tuesday, Aug. 20 at 
6 p.m. Sign up today by calling 
641-842-1464 or go online at 
http://vertigoworkshop.event-
brite.com

Meet the Teacher
Wayne Elementary Meet the 

Teacher night is set for Wed., 
Aug. 21 from 5 to 7 p.m. Ori-
entation for 7th graders will be 
Thurs., Aug. 22 from 5:30 p.m. 
to 7 p.m. An open house for all 
junior and senior high students 
will be held on Thurs., Aug. 22 
from 4 to 7 p.m.

New display at 
Corydon State Bank

The new display for August 
at Corydon State Bank is Karen 
Johnson from Grand River with 
her paintings. She was select-
ed as Clark County Artist of the 
year. WAYCO Arts coordinates 
these events.

Treasurer’s Office 
closed 

Aug. 22 and 23
The Wayne County Trea-

surer’s Office will be closed for 
business Thursday, Aug. 22 
and Friday, Aug. 23 so the staff 
may attend the annual ISAC 
conference for training. Regu-
lar business hours will resume 
Monday, Aug. 26.

Garbage to curb by 
6 a.m.

Please have garbage totes 
to the curb by 6 a.m. on Thurs-
days regardless of when the 
truck usually comes. There will 
be no return trips. The front 
of the tote needs to be facing 
the street so that the garbage 
dumps into the truck and not 
onto the ground. Please be 
sure to put the garbage in the 
garbage totes and not the recy-
cling totes. 

Preschool story 
time

The LeCompte Memorial Li-
brary will hold preschool story 
time on Tuesdays from 10 to 
11 a.m. for children ages 0-six 
years of age, with an adult. 
There will be stories, songs, 
simple crafts and a small 
snack.
Early deadlines set
The Times Republican will 

be closed Aug. 30 and Sept. 
2 in observance of Labor Day. 
Deadlines will be 9 a.m. Thurs-
day for that week.

Around
the 

Area
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Jack Wyatt stands in front of his current top fuel dragster while on display at the First Annual Old Settler’s 
Vintage Car Show held on Aug. 10 at the Prairie Trails Museum. Within the museum you can see Wyatt’s 
former race car body on display. Photo by Brenda DeVore

A storied drag-racing career for 
a local celebrity as he prepares 
for induction into Hall of Fame
by Brandan Reed

As I began this interview with 
Jack Wyatt, I knew it would be 
interesting for multiple reasons. 
Growing up with a father that was 
involved with drag racing made 
the stories not only interesting, but 
also connected my childhood to an 
example of what a childhood dream 
can ultimately achieve.

As I walked into Jack’s shop, 
Jack stepped away from prepping 
his nitro top fuel funny car for his 
upcoming race at Cordova, Ill. for 
the World Series of Drag Racing. 
Looking quite worn out, it’s apparent 
that Jack is very self-reliant to 
achieving his goals involving the 
sport he loves.

Running around his race shop 
was his beagle Buster, named after 
the long time NHRA (National Hot 
Rod Association) starter and the 
pictures of all his different funny cars 
over the decades. Even a first time 
visitor can tell it isn’t just a hobby 
for Jack, but a way of life.

With the internet available, 
anyone can search information 
on what a nitro funny car is, the 
specifications in which one is built, 
and what kind of horsepower one 
can produce. Such as the fact that 
one single cylinder in a nitro top fuel 
engine produces more horsepower 
than an entire NASCAR engine or 
the fact that if Jack sat in his funny 
car at idle at the Indy 500 starting line 
he would beat an Indy car to the first 
turn if he left from the standing start 
as the field sped by at top speed.

With a smile on his face, Jack sat 
down and immediately began sharing 
the stories five decades of pursuing 
his dream has provided him.

Jack fell in love with drag racing 
at a very young age. He remembers 
his first exposure to drag racing was 
back in 1966 when his late brother 
Darvin took him out east of Corydon 
on what now is old Highway 2 where 
the road was blocked off and people 
took turns racing each other at the 
drop of a flag.

Not too long after, his family 
moved into Corydon and by chance 
moved next to Benny Davis, which 
just happened to have one of the 
hopped up cars Jack witnessed out 
on Highway 2. While working on 
his go-cart at the age of 12, his new 
friend helped Jack weld up his go-
cart frame.

Flash forward to 1969 when 
Jack accompanied Benny to the 
U.S. Nationals in Indianapolis, Ind, 
otherwise known as “The Big Go”. 
It was at this time the impressive 
nature of what Indy is all about that 
Jack swore to himself that he would 
only bring a car he felt would be 
competitive in the respective field in 
which it ran.

On their way to Indy a random 
meeting with a guy late at night 
that owned a 1948 Anglia, which 
Jack immediately fell in love with, 
set the direction of Jack’s story to 
follow. The chance meeting ended 

up with telephone numbers being 
exchanged.

At the time Jack was still in his 
early teens and the idea of owning 
such a car was just not realistic. By 
the time Jack got back from Indy 
with Benny, the owner of the ’48 
contacted Jack about purchasing the 
car. Although very interested, Jack 
explained that he didn’t have the 
money to purchase.

Low and behold the car was 
already sold to Jack as the purchase 
price of the car had already been 
paid. Owing Benny the difference 
of the Anglia’a purchase price, Jack 
was committed to working off his 
debt and there was no turning back. 

Soon after Jack took ownership 
of the hot rod yet still being under the 
legal age and with the help of Chuck 
Reed, Andy Decker and Bill Cox, he 
had another individual driving and 
competing in his racecar.

For a length of time Jack was 
infamous in the drag racing circle 
under his alcohol funny car’s name 
of the White Devil. When asked 
of this Jack explained that the 
individual that painted the car, Bill 
Butterly, was left to paint his car as 
he saw fit and the name stuck.

A decision was made in the 
late ‘80s to pursue the nitro top fuel 
ranks after the alcohol funny car 
racing became too easy for anyone to 
“purchase turnkey chassis/engines”. 
So changes were made within the 
set up and at Union Grove, Wis. a 
couple of passes were made to see if 
it was possible.

Once again friends within the 
drag racing community stepped up, 
and not only was the idea of running 
nitro top fuel experimented with but 
the track owner, Broadway Bob, 
placed Jack in the top fuel show with 
no experience in the top fuel ranks.

At this time Jack, not only faced 
experienced opponents with no 
hesitation to his new set up by out-
running, the well-funded Hawaiian 
Punch sponsored team driven by 
Johnny West, meeting another 
seasoned funny car by the name of 
Insanity in the finals.

Over the years the expense 
of running a nitro top fuel funny 
car has exceeded what most could 
justify without a major sponsor or 
deep pockets. When asked how he 
managed to stay competitive while 
racing as an independent, Jack 
explained he never really felt the 
pressure to spend the kind of money 
some of the teams spent. 

He joked that although he has 
been “out dollared” over the years 
by more funded teams, the fact that 
his foot is hooked to his own wallet 
has kept his competitive desire more 
conservative.

To provide an idea on 
conservative top fuel racing versus 
many other teams; Jack travels with 
one chassis, one body, one race ready 
engine with two spare short blocks, 
three sets of cylinder heads, one 

spare supercharger and just enough 
clutch packs. Jack also maintains 
his pit with himself, his son Tyler 
Wyatt and usually two volunteer 
crewmembers. 

Many other teams travel with 
two chassis, two bodies, two race 
ready engines with seven spare short 
blocks, twenty spare sets of cylinder 
heads, four spare superchargers and 
numerous sets of clutch packs. In 
addition to the driver, many teams 
will have a dedicated crew chief and 
up to seven paid crewmembers.

At this point the stories came 
faster than anyone could keep track 
and I was happy to just sit back 
taking it all in and listen.

So where does the story go from 
here? It depends on what one thinks 
success entails.

From a trip to Abu Dhabi were 
Jack was a crew member on a top 
fuel dragster in which he personally 
met the King of Malaysia or the trip 
to Australia where Jack loaded up his 

funny car, engines, support parts, etc. 
in separate containers and delivered 
to Australia for a match race U.S. 
versus Australia.

There have been opportunities to 
meet celebrities such as Tommy Lee 
of the hard rock band Motley Crue, or 
Johnny Knoxville of MTV’s Jackass 
fame, or musician Kid Rock another 
rock and roll legend or professional 
wrestlers such as the Undertaker, 
Stone Cold Steve Austin or Bill 
Goldberg.

The fact that Jack’s son Tyler 
grew up at the track racing with his 
dad and has been able to experience 
many of the life experiences drag 
racing, literally all over the world and 
still races with him to this day, adds 
to Jack’s success.

Then there’s hot rod royalty such 
as spending time with Don Garlits 
or the fact that Tommy Ivo signed 
Jack’s first AA (alcohol) drag racing 
license. 

Coming full circle, 46 years 
after attending the Indy U.S. 
Nationals with Benny, Jack stood in 
the winner’s circle as a crewmember 
on the Morgan Lucas driven top 
fuel dragster. As he was holding the 
trophy and basking in the excitement 
of the win he had one call to make. 
That call? To Benny Davis to say 
thank you.

The stories above don’t 
even provide a snapshot of the 
experiences in which Jack has lived. 
The list goes on and on. Many of the 
stories long since forgotten, are ones 
most car-guys would love to hear 
but these aren’t just stories. These 
are life experiences that a kid with 
a passion decided to pursue.

His long storied career is being 
celebrated with Jack being inducted 
into the Drag Racing Hall of Fame 
at the World Series of Drag Racing 
being held on Saturday, Aug. 24 in 
Cordova, IL.

Jack Wyatt’s former racecar body screeches down the strip in a race as the flames shoot out showing just how 
much power a car has. This racecar body can now be seen at the Prairie Trails Museum of Wayne County 
where it is on display. 

School’s back in session as summer 
comes to a close once again
by Jen Reed

As the sun begins to set a little 
earlier each evening, it is the sure 
sign that summer is coming to an 
end. Once the week-long Wayne 
County Fair and fun-filled weekend 
of Corydon Old Settler’s comes and 
goes, we all know the final summer 
event of the Iowa State Fair is the 
last hoorah before early-to-bed and 
early-to-rise to prepare for the next 
school year.  

As a parent with a high school 
teen and first year college student 
now, the summers seem to pass even 
faster than the one before. Thoughts 
fill my mind of wondering how we 
could possibly be on the brink of a 
new school year so soon. And I am 
sure to not be alone on this thought.

Looking ahead in the week, our 
kids will be hopping on the buses or 
parents dropping them off for their 
first day of school on Friday, Aug. 
23. With a two-hour early out sched-
uled on this day, the halls will be 
filled only briefly before the week-
end is here and a chance to prepare 

for a full week of school the week of 
Aug. 26. 

With  practices for the high 
school athletics in full swing, the 
Wayne Falcon varsity football squad 
along with the football cheerleaders 
will travel for their first game of the 
season against BGM at 7 p.m. on Fri-
day evening. 

The Wayne Lady Falcons vol-
leyball varsity team will play their 
first matches of the year in Chariton 
on Tuesday, Aug. 27 beginning at 
5:30 p.m. This is set to be a triangular 
match against teams from Chariton 
and Central Decatur.

The Falcon and Lady Falcon 
cross county squads will compete on 
Tuesday, Sept. 3 to kick off their sea-
son. The meet will begin at 4:30 p.m. 
where they match up against runners 
from Albia, Centerville, Knoxville, 
Melcher-Dallas, Moravia, Pekin, 

Twin Cedars and Van Buren.
While the days of our children 

basking in the summer sun are com-
ing to a close once again, we can 
find relief in knowing the teachers 
at Wayne Community School will 
be smiling as they greet our kids 
on the first day of the year. Teach-
ers that not only will help build the 
minds of our future, but will protect 
our kids as if they are their own. 

Each new school year brings 
several mixed emotions for parents 
and children alike, but with a posi-
tive mindset from all we can strive 
for this to be the best school year 
yet!

 Good luck to all and welcome 
back Wayne Community, we here at 
the Times-Republican look forward 
to covering another year of your 
achievements and success in all ar-
eas!

Supervisors approve request to 
support Chariton Valley Regional 
Housing Trust Fund for county
by Jen Reed

Denise Becker was present dur-
ing the Aug. 12 Board of Supervisors 
meeting to request funding for the 
Chariton Valley Regional Housing 
Trust Fund. With the need for hous-
ing to fill employment opportunities 
within the county, Supervisor Tom 
Swearingin made the motion to com-
mit $7,500 to the fund for the 2020 
year.

“When we get money, pledges 
from the county then the Iowa Fi-
nance Authority will do four times 
that amount,” said Becker. “So if we 
get $1,000 from someone in Wayne 
County then we get $4,000 from 
them for a $5,000 award.”

“We are in our 10th year and so 
far money has been spent in Wayne 
County totaling $418,306.60,” Beck-
er continued. “So that’s how much it 

has benefited our county. Last year 
the county gave $7,500 so I am ask-
ing for the same this year.”

Becker noted the Chariton Val-
ley Regional Housing Trust Fund 
gives grants or loans to those in the 
community in need up to $12,500 
for repairs to be done on their 
homes.

“I’d like to also bring up, I was 
in Denise’s office when a person 
come in and it is kind of saddening 
what little some people live on,” 
said Supervisor David Dotts. “This 
really, really helps them stay in their 
home.”

“I think it’s a good deal, and we 
have it in our allocations,” Swear-
ingin stated. 

continued on page 3


