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Leo Meewes was my  grandfather. 
He spent the fi rst half of his just under 
100-year life as a farmer east of Rein-
beck, and he had this saying; 

“That’s prettier than $2.00 corn!”
I was never 100 percent sure what 

that meant, but over the years I’ve 
learned more about the phrase.

The goal of farmers is to make the 
most money possible with their crops, 
and the top crop in Iowa is corn. Iowa 
annually is among the world’s leaders 
acres planted and bushels produced. 
That is a given. But while planting and 
harvesting corn is an annual thing for 
producers, the price they get paid for it 
can greatly vary.  As recently as August 
of 2020, the market price for corn was 
$3.27 a bushel. Less than a year later it 

had doubled and for the most part corn 
prices have hovered above $5.00 an 
acre, reaching a high of $7.90 a bushel 
last summer.

SO how does this all work, anyway? 
To answer that question we turned to 
Vinton area farmer Lance Lillibridge, 
who is also the chairman of the Iowa 
Corn Growers Association.

Q: What are the biggest factors that 
affect corn prices?

A: Probably one of the biggest rea-
sons prices have gone up is supply and 
demand. Demand has been very good. 
And supply has been very low. In 2020, 
we had the derecho and it took out 
maybe 10 million acres of crops; six 
million of those acres were in corn. You 
put that kind of hurt on a crop and it 
takes a bite out of the supply. Then you 

throw in other weather factors, not just 
in the U.S. but worldwide. 

Then you have the debacle in the 
Ukraine. Ukraine is a big producer of 
corn as well. Most of what they export 
out of Ukraine is exported into Europe. 
So United States of America has been 
picking up slack there. 

Also, China has become the number 
one importer of corn because they've 
rebuilt a hog herd from when they had 
that big swine fl u pigs and they ban the 
use of feeding the hogs swill, I guess 
we'll call it food scraps, that kind of 
thing. So they're now fed, good rations 
of corn soybean meal, and the hogs 
have a balanced diet over there now so 
their nutrition is way better. That re-
quires a lot of corn. 
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Vinton area farmer Lance Lillibridge, chair-

man of the Iowa Corn Growers Association

What affects corn prices today?

See Corn: Page 8

Shellsburg 
Elevator

Check us out online at:

www.shellsburgelevator.com

319-436-2251

Providing quality service 
by the bushel

Cedar Valley Bank & Trust

405 W. 3rd St., Vinton • 319-472-2930

321 Main St., La Porte City • 319-342-2850

 Today we give thanks for the food 
on our tables and the FARMERS 

that make it possible.
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Quality,
Economy,
Convenience,
Selection

You’ll Find 
It All Here!

Fareway’s Meat Department 

 

Meat Phone 319-472-3068

Grocery Phone 319-472-2861

501 A Ave., Vinton

Always Fresh, 

Always Fareway

Proudly Salutes Our 
Area Corn Producers

c o r n  p r o d u c e r s

215 1st Avenue • Vinton

319-472-2111

Locally owned & operated since 1973

On the farm or on the road, 
we’re there when you need us.

The Watkins Savings Bank 
202 First Street • PO Box 140 • Watkins, Iowa 52354

Phone: 319-227-7773 • Toll Free: 877-676-7773
www.watkinsbank.com

Business Hours: Mon. – Thurs. 8 a.m. – 3 p.m. Fri. 8 a.m. – 6 p.m.

SUPPORTING AREA 
CORN PRODUCERS!

Salute to Corn ProducersSalute to Corn Producers
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