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MITCH’S 
AUTO BODY

Follow us on
Facebook!

We work with ALL insurance companies
 We handle the entire process for you from start to finish.

Free estimates/No appointment necessary
We follow all OEM procedures  -  PDR (PAINTLESS DENT REPAIR)

Windshield Replacement

QUICK TURN AROUND TIMES!
AS A CUSTOMER YOUR RIGHT IS TO HAVE YOUR 
VEHICLE REPAIRED AT ANY REPUTABLE SHOP!

2293 58th St, Vinton

W k ith ALLL i iW k ith ALL i i
LIFETIME WARRANTY ON ALL PAINT AND REPAIRS

Now Hiring: Part-Time City Clerk/Treasurer – City of Keystone
The City of Keystone is looking for a 

detail-oriented and organized individual 

to serve as our part-time City Clerk/Treasurer.

This role supports the day-to-day operations of the City, including:

· Financial management & reporting
· Payroll & utility billing

· Meeting agendas & minutes
· Recordkeeping & public communication

· Supporting the Mayor, City Council, and residents
· A more detailed description of job duties is available upon request

What we’re looking for:
Strong organizational skills, attention to detail, and comfort with computers and office 

systems. Prior administrative or municipal experience is a plus, but not required.
Competitive hourly pay based on experience

To apply: Send your résumé, cover letter, and references by May 6, 2026 to:

City of Keystone – Hiring Committee
PO Box 215, Keystone, IA  52249 · keyclerk@netins.net

Open until May 6, 2026

108 E. 5th St., Vinton • 319-472-3303
ads@vintonnewspapers.com

Hours: Monday-Friday 8:30-4:30 

Ad Deadline

Friday at Noon

Brooke Salger, Human Resources Director
Virginia Gay Hospital • 502 N. 9th Ave., Vinton, IA 52349 or email: bsalger@vghinc.com

Please apply online at myvgh.org as instructed or send resume to:

We Are HIRING SIGN-ON SIGN-ON 
BONUSES BONUSES 

AVAILABLEAVAILABLE

319-472-6200319-472-6200
www.myvgh.orgwww.myvgh.org

An Equal Opportunity Employer

HOSPITAL:
• Food Associate FT, 5am to 

1:30pm.
• Food Associate FT, 11:30 to 8pm.
• A/R Specialist FT M-F, Primary 

duty is posting insurance/patient 
payments. within the EPIC EHR 
System.  Basic insurance knowledge 
preferred.

• LPN/RN FT 12N with 1 weekend 
every 12 weeks.

• RN/LPN PRN as needed.

INDEPENDENCE CITY WIDE

Call 319-334-2557
Or stop by our office at 900 5th Ave. NE, Independence

Ads may also be emailed to: ads@bulletinjournal.com

All ads must be pre-paid. Visa/MasterCard & Discover accepted.

All Ads Will Appear In the Following 
Publications:

• Bulletin Journal April 18 & 22 • Shopper’s Reminder April 20
• Oelwein Daily Register April 18 & 22

 Cost is $25.00 for up to 10 words —  20¢ a word thereafter.

APRIL 23-25, 2026
Ad Deadline: April 15 @ Noon

PLACE YOUR PRE-PAID AD WITH THE
BULLETIN JOURNAL!

Call 319-334-2557 or stop by our office. 
You can also email ads to ads@bulletinjournal.com

HELP WANTED
Accountant

East-Central Iowa REC is hiring an Accountant to be 
located at our headquarters in Urbana. This position 

supports the Cooperative’s financial operations through 
a variety of accounting, reporting, and compliance 
activities, including general ledger work, financial 
reporting, and assisting with audits and budgets.

 
For complete job details and instructions on how to apply, please visit our website at 

www.ecirec.coop/careers. Applications will be accepted through Friday, April 24th.

2400 Bing Miller Lane, Urbana | www.ecirec.coop | 877-850-4343

NOTICE020

U r b a n a C h r i s t i a n
Church

APARTMENTS 
FOR RENT200

LIVEWIRE CLASSIFIEDS
STATE
WIDES040 STATE

WIDES040
Does your basement or crawl 
space need some attention? 
Call Thrasher Foundation 
Repair! A permanent solu-
tion for waterproofing, failing 
foundations, sinking concrete 
and nasty crawl spaces. FREE 
Inspection & Same Day Esti-
mate. $250 off ANY project with 
code GET250. Call 1-866-554-
1730

Prepare for power outages 
today with a Generac Home 
Standby Generator. Act now 
to receive a FREE 5-Year war-
ranty with qualifying purchase. 
Call 1-855-954-5087 today to 
schedule a free quote. It’s not 
just a generator. It’s a power 
move.

IF YOU OR A LOVED ONE SUF-
FERED INJURY/DEATH because 
of a Boston Scientific PACE-
MAKER, you may be entitled 
to compensation. Call Attorney 
Charles Johnson 800/535-5727

POLICE OFFICER: The Indi-
anola Police Department is 
now accepting applications 
for Police Officer. Apply online 
at this link: https://indiano-
laiowa.applicantpro.com/jobs  , 
choose Police Officer. Deadline 
04/24/2026 EOE

Jacuzzi Bath Remodel can 
install a new, custom bath or 
shower in as little as one day. 
For a limited time, waiving ALL 
installation costs! (Additional 
terms apply. Subject to change 
and vary by dealer. Offer ends 
12/27/26.) Call 1-866-456-3917

Audien Hearing. The world’s 
first hearing aid with touch-
screen controls. No tiny but-
tons, apps or prescriptions. 
45-day risk free trial. Free ship-
ping. Lifetime support. More 
than 1.5 million happy custom-
ers. Call Audien 1-855-304-1545

Spr ing
  Car Care
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Dan 319-560-2330 Dan 319-560-2330 
 Kathy 319-560-2210 Kathy 319-560-2210

DAN KAESTNER

Homes  •  Land  •  Auction
dkaestner@iowarealty.com • www.DanKaestner.iowarealty.com

LOT LISTINGS
1598 Hwy 20, Belle Plaine . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .SOLD
3127 61st Ln., Shellsburg . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .SOLD
5555 Troy Mills Rd., Walker. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .SOLD

201 Grove St NW Shellsburg
Numerous updates: Windows, siding, roof, 

floor coverings, etc. 3 season room, garage.
$189,900

2356 Hwy 21, Dysart
5.8 acres with 3 br 2 bath 1.5 story home.  30x50 

steel machine shed, 24x26 heated business, 30x32 

heated shop and 15x20 livestock shed.  Rural water.
$305,000

405 D Ave., Atkins
Spacious 3 br, 3 bath  ranch with 2 non-

conforming br in LL. Gas fireplace,3 season 
room, 2 car garage. $349,900

SALE PENDING!
SALE PENDING!

Farmland 31st Ave., Shellsburg

240 acres m/l. Hard Surface. Potential to split 
acres. Call for more details

$8500 an acre. 

103 Walnut St., Van Horne
Quick possession of 3 br,2 bath ranch, 

4 car garage with large lot

$249,000

SALE PENDING!
SALE PENDING!

SALE PENDING!
SALE PENDING!

SALE PENDING!
SALE PENDING!

Condo on the WATER

6935 Waterview Dr SW Cedar Rapids
Great views from this 3 br, 3 bath stand-

alone ranch condo with finished LL and 4 
seasons room. 2 car attached

$345,000 

NEW LISTING
NEW LISTING

Mike Barnes, Broker, 319-560-1810  ListedByMikeB@gmail.com
Connie Barnes, Realtor, 319-981-6221  SoldByConnieB@gmail.com
Tessa Barnes, Realtor, 515-537-3183  TBarnesRealEstate@gmail.com

418 1st Ave., 
Vinton, Iowa 52349

NOW PART OF THE
CEDAR RAPIDS MLS AND THE
CEDAR FALLS/WATERLOO MLS

OPEN HOUSE 
SUNDAY, APRIL 12th

11AM-1PM
614 E. 4th St., Vinton

WHERE HONESTY & INTEGRITY COME FIRST.
The Real Estate Partner You Can Trust!

80 acres of Benton County Farmland  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  SOLD
171.8 acres m/l of Benton County Farmland, Kane Township  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . SOLD

ACREAGE - PRICE REDUCED!
2975 275th St., Clutier

10.68 Acres This is a beautiful county 
setting with a 1.5 story, 4 bedroom home. 
Original woodwork, hardwood floors, new metal 
roof 2020 & foundation spray foam 2023. Vinyl 
siding, some new windows. Large deck. PWA 
rural water, immediate possession! $295,000. 
REDUCED to $285,000

NEW LISTING!! 
317 Main St Clutier

This is a great opportunity to own a duplex 
that has potential for very good return. 
There is a main floor apartment that has 
two bedrooms and one bath. There is an 

upstairs apartment that could have 3 bedrooms and one bath. There is also a garage that 
can be rented. Could use some paint, floor coverings and a few updates and then would 
make 2 nice rentals. Should give a buyer a nice ROI. Only $69,500!!

 DAVID WRAGE, BROKER
Office 319-476-7070 • 800-796-8488

Cell 319-640-8388
FARM LAND WANTED IN ALL AREAS!!

 We have buyers ready - call us soon while the market is still strong.

NEW LISTING!!
1008 Wilson St., Dysart

This 1.5 story, 3 to 4 bedroom home 
comes with a nice two stall garage, 
newer furnace & AC, a newer roof & 
updated vinyl siding. Located close to 

schools & daycare. Nice corner lot. Main floor laundry. Screened in patio. Upstairs 
could use some updating, but offers lots of extra space. Only $129,000!!! Price Re-
duced $119,000

PRICE REDUCED!
702 S Main St., Dysart

Beautiful Historic Brick Home that has just been 
renovated and updated from top to bottom. Ev-
erything from walls refurbished, to new electrical 
and light fixtures, to flooring, plus much more! 3 

bedroom, 1.75 baths & main floor laundry. Very nice original woodwork with ceiling beams, built-in china 
hutch, sun-room with French doors and leaded glass windows. 2 stall garage plus a carport, almost a 
1/2 acre corner lot, located next to city park. Exterior trim & woodwork freshly painted!!  Move-in 
Condition!!   $289,000!!! PRICE REDUCED $284,000

SOLDSOLD

SOLDSOLD

Jeremy Sills, Broker 
David W. Wessling, 
Associate Broker    

415 A Avenue Vinton, Iowa
319-472-5353

Sales Associate:
Tamara Stark-Mahood 

Office Manager & Realtor 
319-558-7476

View our listings at www.iowalandco.com

Specialists in 
farm management 

and 
real estate.

Let Us Expose Your Residential Property To The Public On The World’s Largest 
Property-For-Sale website... Realtor.com.  And, Your Farm Property on rlifarmandranch.com

Ready to relocate? CALL US TODAY!

1332 Holiday Lane, Holiday Lake
Enjoy lake views all year from the deck 
and porch of this 2 bed, 2 bath home 
on Holiday Lake!  Call Jeremy today!

$240,000!

903 Cedar View
1336 sf 2 bed, 2 bath, condo w/ 

vaulted ceilings, sunroom & 2 car ga-
rage– No more shoveling!  all outside 

maintenance taken care of!!

om

Scan here Scan here 
for more for more 

information on information on 
these listings!these listings!

PRICE IMPROVEMENT!

NEW/IMPROVED PRICE
NOW $219,000

April 12  from 11am–1pm

VINTONVINTON
OPEN

HOUSE

55th St. Parcel A, Vinton
5.05 acres on hard surface road, north 

of Vinton! Call Jeremy today!
$150,000

VINTON

BROOKLYN

CEDAR RAPIDS

IMPROVED PRICE!

INVESTMENT ALERTINVESTMENT ALERT

36 acres zoned Ag land in Cedar 
Rapids, minutes to I-380!  Easily 

accessible and highly visible, this 
parcel is THE IDEAL INVESTMENT 

OPPORTUNITY!
$1,800,000

102 E 4th St., Vinton
8,200 sf of open floor space in the 
heart of downtown Vinton.  Built 
in 2018, this building is ready for 

whatever your needs are!
$699,000!

• 2,600 SF of LIVING SPACE!!!
• 3-Bedrooms / 3-Full Baths
• 3-Stall Attached Garage
• Finished Basement w/Walkout
• Appliances Included
• City Water/Sewer
• Outbuilding & Sheds
• 2.85 Acres!

1116 E 6TH ST - VINTON IN TOWN ACREAGE • $395,000

For Sale by Sheri Mullinex: (319) 521-7500

LLANDD 
FFORR  
SSALE 

Cedar Falls Office 
319.234.1949
www.Hertz.ag

882.055 Acres,, M/LL 
BBentonn County,, IA 

 

SW of La Porte City
22.42 Crop Acres with 

84.10 CSR2

Beau�ful Recrea�onal         
Property with                

Two Points of Access, 
Farmland Income, & Creek

$6,093.85/Acre

LLAND 
FFORR  
SSALE 

Cedar Falls Office 
319.234.1949
www.Hertz.ag

887.000 Acres,, M/LL   
BBentonn County 

 

SW of La Porte City

86.00 Crop Acres with 
73.40 CSR2

Well-Maintained Farm with 
Good Drainage and Use of 

Terraces

$11,900/Acre
DELAWARE CO. – NEW LISTING! Located NE of Delhi. 68.46 Acres. 
Well-maintained pasture with mature trees, creek and 10.89 crop acres 
with a 70.50 CSR2. $7,950/acre.
DELAWARE CO. – NEW LISTING! Located NE of Delhi. 40.54 Acres. 
38.51 crop acres with an 86.20 CSR2. $16,750/acre.
DELAWARE CO. – NEW LISTING! Located NE of Delhi. 120.08 Acres. 
115.64 crop acres with a 42.40 CSR2. $12,950/acre.
DELAWARE CO. – NEW LISTING! Located NE of Delhi. 113.14 Acres. 
104.59 crop acres with a 51.70 CSR2. Includes a building site and a nice 
5-bedroom, 2-full bath, 2-half bath home. $16,750/acre.
LINN CO. – 43.93 Acres on the east side of Center Point. Well-timbered 
lot with direct access to nature trail. $27,500/acre.

 LLAND 
FFORR SALE 

MMountt Vernonn •• 319--8895--888588 •• wwww.Hertz.ag 
All Acres are ‘More or Less’ unless noted

Also Offering Professional Farm Management & Appraisal

AACREAGEE FORR SALEE 
DELAWARE CO. – 1.75 Ac. Must 
see! Well-appointed, one-story, 
brick home on 1.75 acres along 
hard-surfaced road. 4,239 ft2
finished living space with 2 main-
level bedrooms, 3½ bathrooms & 2 

non-conforming bedrooms below. 
Sauna, billiards room, indoor 
putting green, built-ins, fireplace & 
more!        2290 Jefferson Rd.

Manchester
$525,000.00

• Steel/Asphalt Roofi ng
• Metal/Vinyl Siding
• Pole Building
• Gutters

563-920-0579563-920-0579

Free Estimates Bonded and InsuredBonded and Insured

1232 120th Street1232 120th Street
Fairbank, IA 50629Fairbank, IA 50629

John Hershberger
CCONSTRUCTION, ONSTRUCTION, LLCLLC

CALL TODAY FOR A FREE ESTIMATECALL TODAY FOR A FREE ESTIMATE

APARTMENTS For RentFor Rent
On-site Laundry

Belle Plaine Village Apartments

- 1 & 2 BR Apartments
- Water, Garbage, Sewer provided

62 years of age or older, handicap/disabled regardless of age
“This institution is an equal opportunity

provider and employer.”

1-800-383-5204

Rent based on 30% of adjusted income.

1453 120th Street, Hazleton, IA 50641  |  319-238-9653
Hours: Mon.-Sat. 8am-5pm    Kauffman Family

We strive to do our best in helping you with your yard, patio, 
and sunroom furnishings, so you can enjoy style and comfort year after year.

DURABLE
Our products will not 

splinter, crack, chip, 
peel or rot and are 

impervious to insects

LOW MAINTENANCE
No painting, staining or 
waterproofing required

COLOR STABLE
Rich colors stay 

brilliant thanks to 
built-in UV Protection

EASY TO CLEAN
Do not stain or accumulate 
dirt and are easily cleaned 

with soap and water

PRAIR IE

HUGE 
SELECTION OF 

INVENTORY 
IN STOCK!

WeWe sstrtrivivee toto ddddoo ouourr bebeststt iiiinn hehellplpiiningg yoyouu wiwithth yyouourr yyardd, papapaaaapatititititititititititititititioooooo,o,

Henry & Mary Beth

• Jams and Jellies • Crafts
• Unfilled Planters & Baskets  

• Pickles & Pickled Beets 
• Fertilizer & more!

Fruit and shade trees, 
red and black raspberries, 
strawberry plants, rhubarb

& asparagus roots.

We accept Cash or check only!
Gift Cards are available!

GREENHOUSE VARIETY STORE

etweilersetweilersDD
GREENHOUSE IS OPENING APRIL 15TH!

Bring in your 
baskets and we will 
pot them for you!

Bubblegum Petunias

Open Monday-Saturday: 8 am to 5 pm

1401 140th St., Fairbank, IA
319-635-2971

Closed on May 14th

• Huge variety of hanging baskets, 
planters, annuals & perennials.

• Vegetable & bedding plants 
and onion sets

• Many varieties of  
peppers & tomatoes!

319.505.3938
1501 Fairbank Amish Blvd., Hazleton, IA 50641

• Metal • Flat • Roof Coating • Outbuildings
Siding • Pole Buildings

CALL FOR A FREE ESTIMATE

GINGERICH
al • Flat • Roof Coating • Outbuildings

VINTON COUNSELING SERVICES
Serving Couples, Families & Individuals

Nicholas S. Fisher
Licensed Marriage and Family Therapist

203 E. 4th St., Vinton
319-472-4499

Virginia Gay Hospital is exploring opportunities to 

expand rehabilitation and wellness services in the 

Atkins-area community—and we want to

hear from you.

As part of this planning process, we 
are gathering feedback from residents 
about:

• Access to Physical Therapy and the need
for expanded services

•
and Speech Therapy

• Challenges related to distance,
scheduling, and availability

•

Take Our Community Survey
Scan the QR code or visit:

open to adults, parents, caregivers and 
seniors living in Atkins, 

401 Cardinal Ave, Atkins, IA 52206
Wednesday, April 8 | 3:00 - 6:00 PM (Come & Go)

REAL ESTATE

Peace of mind & early 
detection - Now more 
than ever, it’s impor-
tant to get screened for 
Stroke & Cardiovascular 
Disease risk. Life Line 
Screening is simple & 
painless. 833-970-4172

END YOUR TAX WORRIES 
TODAY. Let us make your 
tax problem our priority. 
Scared, stuck with high 
tax amounts? Our A+ tax 
professionals can help. 
Call for a FREE consulta-
tion. Call Priority Tax now 
1-877-353-1295 (mcn)
TOP DOLLAR PAID for old 
vintage guitars! Gibson, 
Fender, Martin, Grecsch, 
Rickenbacker, Epiphone, 
Etc. 1930’s to 1980’s. Call 
866-433-8277
Need cash quickly? We 
buy houses in any con-
dition. Get a fair cash of-
fer within 24 hours! Call 
today. Liz Buys Houses: 
833-359-4707
Portable oxygen concen-
trator may be covered by 
Medicare! Reclaim inde-
pendence & mobility w/
the compact design & 
long-lasting battery. Ino-
gen One free info kit! 877-
305-1535

Consumer Cellular - same reliable, na-
tionwide coverage as large carriers. 
No long-term contract or hidden fees, 
free activation. All plans unlimited talk 
& text starting at just $20/mo. 877-751-
0866

Become a published author. We want 
to read your book! Dorrance Publish-
ing trusted since 1920. Consultation, 
production, promotion & distribution. 
Free author`s guide 877-729-4998 or 
dorranceinfo.com/ads

GOT AN UNWANTED CAR??? DONATE 
IT TO PATRIOTIC HEARTS. Fast free pick 
up. Patriotic Hearts' programs help 
veterans find work or start their own 
business. Call 24/7: 1-833-485-1046. 
(mcn)

WATER & FIRE DAMAGE 
RESTORATION. Our trusted 
professionals will restore 
your home to protect your 
family and your home’s 
value! Call 24/7: 1-833-879-
1480. Mold Remediation 
services are also available! 
(mcn)

JACUZZI BATH REMODEL 
can install a new, custom 
bath or shower in as little 
as one day. For a limited 
time, waiving ALL instal-
lation costs! (Additional 
terms apply. Subject to 
change and vary by dealer. 
(Off er ends 12/27/26.) Call 
1-855-414-0768 (mcn)

AUDIEN HEARING. The 
world’s first hearing aid 
with touchscreen controls. 
No tiny buttons, apps or 
prescriptions. 45-day risk 
free trial. Free shipping. 
Lifetime support. More 
than 1.5 million happy cus-
tomers. Call Audien 1-866-
698-3418 (mcn)
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Benton County Board of Supervisors
March 24, 2026

The Benton County Board of Supervisors met in regular session with Super-
visors Seeman and Tippett present, Volz called in. Chairman Seeman called the 
meeting to order at 9:00 a.m. at the Benton County Service Center.  Members 
of the public are invited to join in during open session or watch the livestream at  
https://www.youtube.com/bentoncountyiowa.  Full Resolutions will be available 
in the Auditor’s offi  ce and at: www.bentoncountyia.gov

Tippett moved/Volz seconded: To approve the agenda. Tippett, Seeman and 
Volz voting aye. Motion carried. 

Tippett moved/Volz seconded: To approve the minutes of March 17, 2026. 
Seeman and Volz voting aye. Motion carried. 

Volz moved/Tippett seconded: To approve the following claims numbered 
256823 through 256947, voided check number 256845, 3/26/2026 payroll 
checks numbered 144053 through 144058, ACH Deposits 64733 through 64888 
and vendor checks 256948 through 256955.Tippett, Seeman and Volz all voting 
aye. Motion carried. 

Volz moved/Tippett seconded: To acknowledge Mark Phippen’s resignation 
on the civil service commission and the County Attorney appointed Lori Christy 
to fi ll the position with term ending July 15, 2029.  Seeman, Tippett and Volz 
voting aye. Motion carried. 

Andrea Morris and Matt Even, Environmental Health and Land Use depart-
ment along with Ryan Smith with Schneider Geospatial presented an add on to 
our software called Geo-permitting. This would allow for contractors and land 
owners to apply for things such as septic systems, wells, land use and farm ex-
emption applications all on line. All this would take place on the familiar Beacon 
website now for most all aspects of real estate. The applications and records 
will also be a back-up to the paper documents and would allow for scanning of 
older ones on fi le and attach to parcel records. Payments for these permits can 
also all be done through the application. This would also help improve the com-
munication back and forth between contractors, home owners and the land use 
offi  ce. Morris mentioned she has applied for a grant to possibly fund this added 
expense and is waiting to hear back from it. 

Tippett moved/Volz seconded: To approve and authorize signature on the 
Geo-Permits contract with the initial amount of $18,612 through Schneider Geo-
spatial. Tippett, Seeman and Volz voting aye. Motion carried. 

The time of 9:15 a.m. having arrived, and this being the time and date set for 
a land use hearing for Jeff  Geiger in part of the NW ¼ SE ¼ of Section 28-86-10. 
Geiger was present. Andrea Morris presented the technical information with the 
Benton County Agricultural Land Use Preservation Ordinance. Geiger would like 
to sell federal fi rearms licenses. This will take place inside existing structures 
on the site.  This site has a CSR below 70, which is not considered high-quality 
farmland.  The current driveway was reviewed and approved by Secondary 
Roads Department. This request will not need a new septic system or well. Of-
fi cial notices were sent out and published in the newspaper. This request has 
been found to be consistent with the applicable policies of the Benton County 
Land Use Preservation and Use Plan. Hearing no other further comments, the 
public hearing was closed.

Volz moved/Tippett seconded: To approve the land use change for Jeff  Gei-
ger in a part of the NW ¼ SE ¼ of Section 28-86-10.  Tippett, Seeman and Volz 
voting aye. Motion carried.

Derek Marsh, Assistant County Attorney presented the secondary roads 
union contract with PPME (Public Professional and Maintenance Employees)
Local Union 2003. It calls for 2.6 % increase over the next three years. Marsh 
mentioned it was similar in all other aspects as the past contract other than add-
ing in a “me too clause”. He felt this was best for the county and avoid going 
through arbitration. 

Tippett moved/Volz seconded: To approve and authorize Chairmans’s sig-
nature on the contract with Public Professional and Maintenance Employees 
Local Union 2003, representing secondary roads to be eff ective July 1, 2026 
through June 30, 2029. Tippett, Seeman and Volz voting aye. Motion carried. 

Allison Hicks, Historic Preservation commission member presented pa-
perwork for a community outreach project for 2026. With the Nation’s 250th 
birthday, this proposed contest celebrates creativity, refl ection and the unique 
perspectives of the young people across our county. The Benton County His-
toric Preservation 

Volz moved/Tippett seconded: To have the Historic Preservation Commis-
sion proceed with the community outreach project celebrating the Nation’s 
250th birthday. Tippett, Seeman and Volz voting aye. Motion carried. 

Engineer Myron Parizek presented his proposed 2026 Dust Control Prices. 
He bases this on material and labor costs as best as possible and took into 
consideration the increased of wages for his employees work. Last year it was 
$1550 for the fi rst 400 feet and he is asking for that to increase to $1625.00.  
Parizek agreed to continue doing the seal coating within his department as 
long as the equipment works and he is the Engineer. In the future, things could 
change. 

Tippett moved/Volz seconded: To set the cost for the 2026 MC-70 Dust 
Control to be $1,625.00 for the fi rst 400 feet, with an additional $2.60 per foot 
or $2.66 a foot plus an additional $100/1000’ area when greater than 1,000 feet. 

Sign up period is between March 30, 2026 through May 1,, 2026.  Tippett, See-
man and Volz voting aye. Motion carried. 

Tracy Seeman discussed sidewalks in Luzerne over the viaduct over the 
railroad tracks with the Engineer. Seeman met with Polyfi x for an estimate and 
also provided pictures of the concerned area. There was also a part on the south 
side that they could also fi x for an additional cost. They also talked about small 
barricade or fl ashing light for safety purposes until it gets fi xed. The Engineer is 
going to look at the proposed fi x options. 

The increased cost of diesel and fuel prices was also discussed and how 
that is impacting budgets.

Committee Reports were heard from Supervisor Volz, he had the Central 
Iowa Workforce Development Board. With them still not having a CEO, there was 
talk of combining with the North Iowa Region.

Supervisor Seeman had landfi ll meeting. They are keeping their prices the 
same for FY27. Supervisor Tippett shared  that he forwarded an email to the 
attorney’s offi  ce with a new proposed 28E with Central Iowa Juvenile Detention 
for possible upcoming Board action. 

Tippett moved/Seeman seconded: To adjourn meeting at 10:24 a.m. See-
man and Volz voting aye. Motion carried.

Tracy Seeman, Chairman
ATTEST: Hayley Rippel Benton County Auditor
Vendor Publication Report
Benton County, IA Payment Date Range: 03/11/2026 - 03/24/2026

Vendor Name Vendor Number Payable Description Total Payments
A TO Z SERVICES 51738 Cons Building Maint- 

 Gutters 2,100.00
AARON ASKELSON 48084 Askelson Meal Reimb 20.00
ACCESS SYSTEMS 48815 Cons Copier Maint 278.68
AGTERRA TECHNOLOGIES INC 49237 Weed Sprayer Software 4,821.07
ALLIANT ENERGY 10530 Cons Utilities 140.26
ALTORFER INC 02600 SR PARTS 1,647.34
AMAZON CAPITAL SERVICES INC 49660 IT Supplies 1,014.48
AMERICAN FAMILY LIFE 12940 Afl ac 4,192.38
ANDERSON ERICKSON DAIRY 40110 Sheriff  Jail Provisions 455.48
ANTON SALES 02620 SR PARTS 530.90
AREA SUBSTANCE ABUSE COUNCIL 

INC 00152 Opioid Fund Service 1,772.75
ARNOLD MOTOR SUPPLY 49179 Sheriff  Vehicle Parts 53.16
AUSTIN WILLE 51674 Vehicle Maint Reimb 9.00
AUXIANT 50850 PSF Admin Fees 1,290.00
AXON ENTERPRISE, INC. 47946 Sheriff  Equipment 1,450.00
B W MEEKER D.O. 16770 ME Fee 250.00
BAM TRANSPORT, LLC 51621 Cons Vehicle Maint 641.59
BENTON CO SHERIFF OFFICE 01190 MH Sheriff  Transport 69.18
BENTON CO SOLID WASTE DISPOSAL 

CO 48505 Sheriff  Garbage Service 32.20
BENTON COUNTY 36740 Flex-Medical 4,308.24
BENTON COUNTY CO-INS 47410 Health-EE Ded-Non Union-

 After Tax 19,949.48
BENTON COUNTY-

UNEMPLOYMENT 51681 SUTA 934.63
C4 OPERATIONS LLC 51287 HR Background Checks 54.00
CARA HARRILL 51491 Harrill Reimb for Fuel 36.00
CENTURYLINK 02103 E911 Phones 35.04
CINTAS CORPORATIONS NO. 2 49038 SR FIRST AID 155.84
CITY OF VINTON 00390 SR Utilities 3,786.97
COUNTRY FOODS 07610 SR RECYCLING 50.00
CY & CHARLEY’S FIRSTONE INC 51734 SR TIRES 354.20
DAKOTA SUPPLY GROUP 51086 SR SHOP 4,680.00
DAVID EILANDER 51187 ME Fee 500.00
DONALD ERGER 02012 SR SAFETY BOOTS 123.04
E CENTRAL IA RURAL ELECT 01620 Cons Utilities 3,015.51
E O JOHNSON BUSINESS 

TECHNOLOGIES 51333 DHS Copier Maint 553.23
EAST CENTRAL IA COUNCIL OF 

GOVT 12190 Cons Tree Canopy Project 5,925.00
EMSLRC 51489 PH Training 184.00
F & W SERVICE COMPANY, INC. 49388 SR SHOP 1,074.00
FAITH HUNT 50858 Hunt Meal Reimb 35.86
FARMERS SVGS BANK & TRUST 07330 SS 95,783.40
FRANCES M. STUECK ESTATE 51733 Sanitarian Well Closure 

 Reimb 673.03
GIGFIRE LLC 51132 Cons Phones 190.00
GRIEDER OIL CO INC 04690 SR CHAINS 156.00
GRIEDER STANDARD 32920 Transportation Fuel 1,180.41
HAYLEY RIPPEL 38090 Rippel Mileage Reimb 160.95
HEARTLAND SHREDDING INC 01932 Treasurer Shredding 50.00
HENDERSON PRODUCTS INC 00163 SR PARTS 3,886.23
HOLIDAY INN 20590 Schmitz Lodging 403.20
IA DEPT OF PUBLIC SAFETY 12610 Co Atty Software 300.00
IA DEPT OF TRANSPORTATION 04930 SR EQUIP REPAIR 187.00
IA PUBLIC EMP RET SYSTEM 07351 Ipers-Regular (01) 64,898.81
IACVS 44050 Long Registration 90.00
IOWA COUNTY ATTORNEYS 

ASSOCIATIO 05400 Co Atty Membership Dues 691.00
IOWA COUNTY RECORDER’S ASSOCIATIO 33350 Speidel & Roster 

 Registration 400.00
IOWA LAW ENFORCEMENT 

ACADEMY 00230 Eden Training 125.00
IOWA PUBLIC HEALTH 

ASSOCIATION 50604 Schmidt & Cox Registration 750.00
ISACA 07480 2026 ISACA Auditor Dues 250.00
ISCTA 37800 Schoettmer Registration 175.00
I-VINTON 50730 Courthouse Internet Service 860.00
JAKOB LONG 51740 SR SAFETY BOOTS 150.00
JOHN DEERE FINANCIAL 02069 Weed Supplies 80.93
JOHN’S TIRE SERVICE 00770 Sheriff  Vehicle Maint 35.00
JOHNSON CO MEDICAL 

EXAMINER 25630 ME Fee 319.91
KIECK’S CAREER APPAREL 01490 Blanchett Uniform 185.00
KLUESNER SANITATION, LLC 51319 Courthouse/Sheriff /Service 

 Center Garbage 438.00
KOOP’S AUTOMOTIVE SALES & 

SERVICE 02089 Assessor Vehicle Maint 1,238.97
KROMMINGA MOTORS 29120 SR CHAINS 457.36
KROMMINGA MOTORS-VINTON 17040 Cons Equip Maint 505.10
KURT’S ENTERPRISES 31180 SR RECYCLING 4,025.00
LANGUAGELINE SOLUTIONS 51350 Sheriff  Interpreter Services 46.27
LARRY ANDREESEN 25330 Andreesen Meal/Mileage 

 Reimb 183.35
LEAH MAST 51732 Sheriff  Uniform 160.00
LEGACY TRAILS LLC 51730 Cons Engineering Services 480.00
LEXA SPEIDEL 42790 Speidel Meal/Mileage/

 Lodging Reimb 516.24
LINN CO EMERGENCY MGMNT 12960 Haz Material Training- Belle 

 Plaine Fire 780.00
LINN CO-OP OIL CO 37250 SR DIESEL 17,302.30
MADISON NATIONAL LIFE INSURANCE 

CO 50041 Life Insurance Supplement 316.96
MARK ERICKSON 51354 Erickson Mileage & Meal 

 Reimb 341.07

MELINDA SCHOETTMER 02360 Schoettmer Meal/Lodging/
 Mileage Reimb 551.86

MENARDS-CEDAR RAPIDS SO. 21520 Cons Supplies 190.77
MID COUNTRY MACHINERY INC 01599 SR PARTS 5,013.14
MIDWEST PETROLEUM EQUIPMENT, 

LLC 51698 SR BUILDING 6,493.44
MIDWEST WHEEL COMPANIES 04960 SR PARTS 254.08
MIKE SILHANEK 49164 Silhanek Mileage Reimb 37.70
MOTORHEAD MAYHEM SERVICE & 

REPA 51298 Sheriff  Vehicle Maint 77.02
MURDOCH FUNERAL HOMES & 

CREMAT 35420 ME Transport Fees 395.00
NEW CENTURY FS INC 09870 SR FUEL 5,453.81
NORTHWESTERN MUTUAL 23360 NM Life 25.00
OFFICE EXPRESS/LASER TECH 

USA INC 02234 Sheriff  Offi  ce Supplies 168.42
OLLINGER GARAGE DOORS INC. 49325 SR BUILDING 400.50
PERFORMANCE FOOD GROUP 

INC 51696 Sheriff  Jail Provisions 4,687.70
PURCHASE POWER 01011 Sanitarian Postage 392.57
REPUBLIC SERVICES OF IOWA 48791 SR RECYCLING 1,524.03
ROADBUILDERS MACHINERY AND 

SUPPL 51495 SR PARTS 2,574.41
RON RAGEN 51398 SR SAFETY BOOTS 150.00
ROOSTER AUTO SALES LLC 51405 SR SHOP 85.60
SADLER POWER TRAIN 04990 SR PARTS 217.30
SAFE RX 51655 Opioid Supplies 90.00
SCHUMACHER ELEVATOR CO 11920 Courthouse Elevator Maint 429.72
SECONDARY ROAD DEPT 01290 Cons Ground Maint 1,408.38
SHELBY WILLIAMS 49797 Williams Meal/Vehicle 

 Maint Reimb 33.00
SHI INTERNATIONAL CORP 49542 IT Hardware 858.34
SIEBERT MOBILITY OF IOWA 51737 Transportation Vehicle 

 Maint 1,623.30
STAR EQUIPMENT LTD 33070 SR SHOP 116.40
STATE HYGIENIC LABORATORY 03480 Sanitarian Well Testing 952.50
STATE INDUSTRIAL PRODUCTS 51695 SR SHOP 850.31
STATE MEDICAL EXAMINER’S OFFICE 01862 ME Autopsy/

 Toxicology Fee 3,723.21
STOREY KENWORTHY/MATT 

PARROTT/IO 00060 Auditor/Election Supplies 264.98
STORM STEEL 39290 SR PARTS 87.95
STRYKER SALES, LLC 51562 Cons Safety Equip 348.00
SUNSET LAW ENFORCEMENT, 

LLC 50885 Sheriff  Equipment 930.35
THE MASTER’S TOUCH, LLC 50025 House File 718 Mailer 2,417.63
THOMSON REUTERS-WEST 

PUBLISHING 01910 Law Library Update 1,095.92
THYS MOTOR COMPANY 02158 Cons Vehicle Maint 1,310.30
TIFFANY DEBOER 51736 Deboer Meal Reimb 50.29
TITAN MACHINERY 48432 SR PARTS 518.82
T-J GAS CO 03150 SR SHOP 32.00
TOWN & COUNTRY WHOLESALE 25620 Sheriff  Jail Provisions 150.63
TREASURER ST OF IA 07360 SWT 11,322.93
TRUCK CENTER COMPANIES EAST 

LLC 50838 SR PARTS 133.36
UNITED BUSINESS TECHNOLOGIES 

INC 02135 Public Health Phones 51.97
UNITED STATES CELLULAR 29020 SR PHONE 145.02
VESTIS SERVICES, LLC 51336 SR RUGS 379.73
VICTOR OIL COMPANY 49617 SR DIESEL 1,765.16
VINTON AUTO PARTS INC 11940 SR PARTS 292.78
VINTON EXPRESS 51520 Cons Animal Care 11.97
VINTON LIVEWIRE 01832 Sheriff  Job Posting 670.00
VINTON NEWSPAPERS 01833 Board Legal Notice/

 Proceedings 1,734.90
VISA 36430 Auditor Stamped 

 Envelopes 5,857.60
WENDLING QUARRIES INC 42300 SR ROCK 1,311.82
WEX BANK 00983 Sheriff  Fuel 383.61
WOODS FAMILY TOOL SALES LLC 51349 SR SHOP 133.00
Grand Total:  335,473.23

March 24, 2026
The Benton County Board of Supervisors met in regular session with Super-

visors Seeman, Tippett and Volz present. Chairman Seeman called the meeting 
to order at 6:00 p.m. at the Benton County Service Center.  Members of the pub-
lic are invited to join in during open session or watch the livestream at  https://
www.youtube.com/bentoncountyiowa.  Full Resolutions will be available in the 
Auditor’s offi  ce and at: www.bentoncountyia.gov

Tonight’s meeting is for the purpose of the maximum proposed tax levies for 
the FY 27 Budget. This is the fi rst public hearing in the budgeting process. No-
tices were mailed out to all tax payers notifying them of when the Cities, Schools 
and the County were holding their meetings so that concerned taxpayers could 
voice their opinions. No action will be taken and the subject in discussion is 
strictly on budget asking. There was a crowd of taxpayers along with a few 
department heads.

County Auditor, Hayley Rippel started out by explaining the mailer that went 
out and how it has nothing specifi c to the tax parcel other than distinguished 
by what tax district it resides in. Withing city limits, the County,  School district 
and City information would show up, and those that are in the townships would 
only list county and school. Rippel also explained how consolidated tax rates 
are calculated, emphasizing that property taxes are distributed across multiple 
taxing entities and that not all the taxes go to the county. The county can only 
speak in regards to the counties amounts, if they had concerns with the schools 
or cities they would need to attend those scheduled meetings. County Assessor, 
Larry Andreesen was also present and explained how the assessment and tax-
able valuations are fi gured. 

The supervisors addressed questions and concerns about spending in-
creases and explained the factors behind those needs, including enhanced 
public safety measures. Unfunded mandates was a starting topic and how resi-
dents may not realize the burden put on the counties for various things.  They 
also pointed out how they froze wages with the exception of the two unions, and 
how they are obligated to abide with the contracts in place. The board has actu-
ally lowered the overall levy in the county, but the tax base increased, therefore 
it shows an increase in the taxable dollars we will receive. The county too has 
increases in insurance, fuel and diesel and other provisions to keep departments 
up and going and upgrading equipment, software and hardware are essential. 

The board also received a phone call from a concerned citizen regarding 
county assets and possibly unnecessary payroll expenses. To look at the needs 
versus the wants. 

This public hearing allowed for open dialogue, with offi  cials reinforcing their 
commitment to balancing responsible budgeting while still delivering essential 
services residents receive. 

After no further comments, the public hearing was closed. 
Tippett moved/Seeman seconded: To adjourn meeting at 6:51 p.m. Seeman 

and Volz voting aye. Motion carried.
Tracy Seeman, Chairman
ATTEST: Hayley Rippel Benton County Auditor

Proposed Budget

It’s a small world, 
if you just live in your own.

~ In Print and Online ~ Subscribe today and 
stay in the know!  Call 319-472-2311

See Tuesday’s Vinton Eagle for:
Vinton Home Destroyed by Fire.
Chilly Day Didn’t Stop Kiwanis Easter Egg Hunt.
Middle and High School Girls Wrestling Wrap Up Seasons.

See last Friday’s Cedar Valley Times for:
 Shellsburg Elementary students enjoying the music of Jazz 

88.3 KCCK.
 VPL Book Talk.

Chloe Sanders Comes Back to Win 138 National Title.

Here’s what you’ve been missing 
from the latest Vinton Newspapers:

VINTON - Casey’s HWY 218, 
Fareway, Kwik Star 

CENTER POINT - Casey’s
Get your copy today!

Give us a try!
3 month subscription for $28

Papers for sale at these convenient locations:

FAST ENOUGH to keep up with your life. 

AFFORDABLE ENOUGH to fi t your budget. 

AND NO DATA CAPS … EVER! 

PLUS! Sign up today 
and get a $100 gift card!*

*Terms and conditions apply

Get Reliable Internet NOW!       844-488-3496

1 2 3 4   4 5 6 8  1 2 3 4   4 5 6 8

1 2 3 4   4 5 6 8  1 2 3 4   4 5 6 8

1 2 3 41 2 3 4

N A M E  S U R N A M E

N A M E  S U R N A M E

Gift Card $100

No matter what your support 
was with the loss of Doug—

prayers, kind words, cards, food, or 
presence—it touched our hearts and 
meant more than you will ever know.  
To my Van Steenhuyse-Teahen Funeral 

Home family   Thank you.
Debbie White and family

  

DON’T COMPROMISE. GET DIRECTV.

 GUARANTEE

 
 New approved residential customers only (equipment lease req’d). Credit card req’d (except MA & PA). Price incl. TV Pkg & equip. fees for 

first TV. Charges may apply for each add’l connected TV. *Add’l Terms for Satellite customers: $19.95 activation. Early agmt termination fee 

applies ($20/ mo.) & add’l fee applies if not returned. Restr’s apply.

Contact your local DIRECTV dealer!

877-969-5692

JOIN US FOR AN OPEN HOUSE CELEBRATING

The 80th Birthdays of

Dave and Lisa Vermedahl

Saturday, April 18th 2-5pm

Vinton Country Club

314 N 9th Avenue

No gifts necessary. Former students of

Mrs. Vermedahl are encouraged to attend.

 Unable to attend - Funny cards always accepted 

at 1412 A Avenue Vinton, Ia 52349

Thank Yous &
Celebrations

PUBLIC NOTICES

ATTENTION OXYGEN 
THERAPY USERS! Dis-
cover Oxygen Therapy 
That Moves with You with 
Inogen Portable Oxygen 
Concentrators. FREE in-
formation kit. Call 1-833-
650-5916. (mcn)
AFFORDABLE TV & INTER-
NET. If you are overpaying 
for your service, call now 
for a free quote and see 
how much you can save! 
1-833-472-7954. (mcn)

No more cleaning gutters. Guaranteed! LeafFilter backed
by no-clog guarantee & lifetime warranty. Call 1-833-610-
1936 to schedule FREE inspection/estimate. Get 15% off  
your entire order. Military & Seniors get additional 10% 
off . Limited time. Restrictions apply, see rep for details.



A4 -  Vinton Livewire - April 8, 2026 www.vintonlivewire.com Vinton Livewire - April 8, 2026 - A9www.vintonlivewire.com

WANT TO BUY your manufactured or mobile home 1990 
and newer CENTURY HOMES of OSKALOOSA 641-672-2344 
(mcn)
Donate Your Car to Veterans Today! Help and Support our 
Veterans. Fast - FREE pick up. 100% tax deductible. Call 
800-245-0398
Replace your roof w/the best looking & longest lasting 
material steel from Erie Metal Roofs! 3 styles/multiple 
colors available. Guaranteed to last a lifetime! Limited 
time off er up to 50% off  install + additional 10% off  install 
military, health & 1st responders. 833-370-1234
Inflation is at 40 year highs. Interest rates are way up. 
Credit Cards. Medical Bills. Car Loans. Do you have $10k 
or more in debt? Call NATIONAL DEBT RELIEF and find out 
how to pay off  your debt for significantly less than what 
you owe! FREE quote: Call 1-866-552-0649. (mcn)

PORTABLE OXYGEN CON-
CENTRATOR May Be Cov-
ered by Medicare! Reclaim 
independence and mo-
bility with the compact 
design and long-lasting 
battery of Inogen One. Free 
information kit! Call 844-
716-2411. (mcn)
Don't Pay For Covered 
Home Repairs Again! Our 
home warranty covers ALL 
MAJOR SYSTEMS AND AP-
PLIANCES. We stand by our 
service and if we can't fix 
it, we'll replace it! Pick the 
plan that fits your budget! 
Call: 1-833-816-2128. (mcn)

STOP OVERPAYING FOR 
HEALTH INSURANCE! A re-
cent study shows that a 
majority of people struggle 
to pay for health coverage. 
Let us show you how much 
you can save. Call Now for 
a no-obligation quote: 
1-888-772-8454. You will 
need to have your zip code 
to connect to the right pro-
vider. (mcn)
Donate your car, truck, boat, 
RV and more to support our 
veterans! Schedule a FAST, 
FREE vehicle pickup and re-
ceive a top tax deduction! 
Call Veteran Car Donations at 
1-888-429-2331 today! (mcn)

NEED NEW FLOORING? 
Call today to schedule a 
FREE in-home estimate on 
Carpeting & Flooring. Call 
Today! 1-833-641-6323. 
(mcn)

Wapsie Valley
Produce Auction LLC

Every 1st & 3rd Saturday
Starting at 1 PM

Hay& Firewood 
Auction

1500 120th St., Hazleton (Junct. of C-57 & W-13)
319-238-0149

Common hood styleLeafFilter®

Tested and proven gutter protection.

LeafFilter accepts 200% more 
water than competitors**

LeafFilter® Common hood style
Filters 14+ gallons of water per minute

Does not disturb your shingles

Added to your existing gutter system

Surgical grade micromesh

Can disturb shingles / void roof warranty 

New gutters required

Flimsy and cheap materials

**Based on 6/12 pitch vs. hood-style competitors. 1The leading consumer reporting agency conducted a 16 month outdoor test of gutter guards in 2010 and recognized LeafFilter as the “#1 rated professionally installed gutter guard 

Schedule your free inspection 
and estimate today!

1-866-778-3502

America’s #1 gutter 
protection1

Tested and proven, see how LeafFilter stacks up against other 
leading options — and why it’s trusted by over 1 million homeowners.

Easily access live TV and thousands of 
streaming apps like Netflix, Max, Prime Video 
and more, with a click of a button.
Req’s internet-connected Gemini device and separate paid subscriptions for 3rd party apps.

$89.99*
/MO.

FOR 24 MO + TAX & FEES.

CHOICE™

PACKAGE

($117.98/mo. w/ req’d Regional Sports Fee of up to $17.99/mo. & $10/mo. 
Gemini lease fee).Cancel anytime. 

844.214.6189
IVS Holdings

Contact your local DIRECTV dealer!

Service subject to DIRECTV terms and conditions (see https://www.directv.com/legal/legal-policy-center/). Available only in the U.S. (excludes Puerto Rico and U.S.V.I.). Some offers may not be available through all channels and in select areas. Different offers may apply for eligible multi-dwelling units. DIRECTV App: Req’s compatible device 
and data connection or high-speed internet; data/ internet charges may apply. Requires high speed internet. Minimum internet speed of 8Mbps per stream recommended for optimal viewing. Pricing: CHOICE $117.98/mo. for 2 years. After 2 years, continues month to month at then-current prevailing prices unless canceled. Prices 
reflect base package prices plus one req’d. $10/mo. Gemini lease fee and, for CHOICE Pkg. or higher, a Regional Sports Fee (RSF) of up to $17.99/mo. varies by location. May be lower in some areas. $10/mo. for each additional device added to your account. Additional Fees & Taxes: State and local taxes or other governmental fees and charges 
may apply including any such taxes, fees or charges assessed against discounted fees or service credits. See directv.com/directv-fees/ for additional information. DIRECTV Svc Terms: Subject to Equipment Lease & Customer Agreements. Taxes, surcharges, add-on programming (including premium channels), DIRECTV TECH PROTECT 
(www.directv.com/techprotect) Lease Agreement and transactional fees, are not included in two-year price guarantee. Visit directv.com/legal/ or call for details. Equipment Non-Return-Fees: If service is cancelled you must return all leased devices to avoid a non-return fee of $120 per device. Regional Sports & Local Channels: Regional 
sports available with CHOICE Pkg. and above. Not available in select areas. Channels vary by package & billing region. Device may need to be in billing region in order to view. Limits: Programming subject to blackout restrictions. All programming, terms & restrictions subject to change at any time without notice. See directv.com for details. 
Premium Channels Offer: Max: Access Max through Max app or max.com with your DIRECTV log-in credentials. Visit directv.com to verify/create your account. Use of Max is subject to its own terms and conditions, see max.com/terms-of-use for details. To learn more, visit directv.com/max. Paramount+ with SHOWTIME: Access Paramount+ 
with SHOWTIME streaming plan through Paramount+ app or paramountplus.com with your DIRECTV log-in credentials. Visit directv.com to verify/create your account. Use of Paramount+ is subject to its own terms and conditions, see viacomcbs.legal/us/en/pplus/sub-terms for details. Access to Paramount+ requires a 
subscription to Paramount+ with SHOWTIME and access to your local CBS affiliate. To learn more, visit directv.com/paramountplussho. General Terms: Programming and content subj. to change. Offer requires account to stay in good standing. Upon cancellation of your video service you may lose access to Max and Paramount+. Cancel 
your premium channels online at directv.com or by phone at 800-531- 5000. If you cancel your service, you will no longer be eligible for this offer. Limits: Access to one Max account and one Paramount+ account per DIRECTV account holder. May not be stackable w/other offers, credits or discounts. Max and related elements are property of 
Home Box Office, Inc. Cinemax and related channels and service marks are the property of Home Box Office, Inc. SHOWTIME is a registered trademark of Showtime Networks Inc., a Paramount Company. Paramount+ and related marks are trademarks of Paramount Pictures Corporation. All rights reserved. Starz and related channels and service 
marks are the property of Starz Entertainment, LLC. Visit starz.com for airdates/times. MGM+ is a trademark of Metro-Goldwyn-Mayer Lion Corp. 2025 DIRECTV. DIRECTV and all other DIRECTV marks are trademarks of DIRECTV, LLC. All other marks are the property of their respective owners.

*New approved residential customers only. Service renews monthly unless you cancel. Cancel anytime by calling 800-531-5000 or online.  
Add’l fees may apply to non-qualified  customers. Device subject to Equipment Lease agmt. Add’l fee(s) may apply if equip. not returned. Credit card req’d. Restr’s apply..

Stream DIRECTV 
to any device - 
no satellite 
dish needed. 

CALL NOW
1.877.916.0447

Add’l terms apply. Offer subject to change 
and vary by dealer. Expires 12/27/26.

SPECIAL OFFER

Waiving All
Installation
Costs!

Safety. Style.
Stress-Free 
Installation.

JEFF GEIGER’S 
Farm Machinery Consignment Auction

SATURDAY APRIL 11th, 2026 @ 10am
WANTED

Good used Farm & Livestock Equipment only!
Accepting Farm Consignments beginning:

Saturday April 4th: 8am to 5pm 
Sunday April 5th: 10am to 4pm 

Monday April 6th to Thursday April 9th: 8am to 6pm 
Friday April 10th: 8am to NOON! 

Call ahead with questions or to confirm your items

GEIGER AUCTIONEERING
Address: 5464 24TH AVE DR • VINTON, IA   |  Phone: 319-472-3642 

Watch for updates on our Facebook page

Call  618-403-2934 to schedule
 your free quote today!

GILBERT’S

SEPTIC SERVICESEPTIC SERVICE
319-454-6311

Cell 319-330-6203
•Septic Tank Pumping

•Certified Time of Transfer Septic Inspector
• Excavating  • Inspections  •Risers

•Drain Cleaning   •Repairs   •Troubleshooting
State Licensed - County Approved - Insured
Serving The Area For More Than 40 Years!

Cecil
Gilbert

Blairstown,
Iowa

Common hood styleLeafFilter®

Tested and proven 
gutter protection.

LeafFilter Gutter Protection

Schedule your free inspection and estimate today!

1-855-595-2102 Promo Code: 285

We install year-round – Exp: 6/30/26

Cannot be combined with any 

311 South K Avenue, Vinton | 319-830-9996
pam@breakenridgememorials.com   www.BreakenridgeMemorials.com

Located next to Subway

Your local propane supplier!
1209 W. D Street • Vinton, IA 52349

319-472-5216 • 800-678-5427
tjgas.com       tsp@tjgas.com

Propane
Appliances
Service
TanksT-J G

A
S

Call Us 
For Your Pumping 

Needs!

319-472-2045 • Cell: 319-560-9320

Karr's Septic ServiceKarr's Septic Service

Certified Installer of On-site Wastewater Treatment SystemsCertified Installer of On-site Wastewater Treatment Systems
Portable Restroom RentalsPortable Restroom Rentals

Inspections • Septic Tank CleaningInspections • Septic Tank Cleaning

Jessica McCormick, GM
jessicam@urbanainn.com

Exit 43 off I-380
5369 Hutton Dr., Urbana, IA 52345

319.443.8888
www.UrbanaInn.com

MILLER CONSTRUCTIONMILLER CONSTRUCTION
Painting, Roofing, Drywall, Painting, Roofing, Drywall, 

Siding, Decks, Tile & Siding, Decks, Tile & 
Prefinished Hardwood Floors, Prefinished Hardwood Floors, 

Tuckpointing, Replacement Tuckpointing, Replacement 
Windows & Door Windows & Door 

and Other Repairspppppppppp
OVER 30 YEARS EXPERIENCEOVER 30 YEARS EXPERIENCE

Free Estimates - Insured - Call Brian at 319-521-3920Free Estimates - Insured - Call Brian at 319-521-3920

New orders only. Does not include material costs. Cannot be combined with any other offer. 
Minimum purchase required. Other restrictions may apply. This is an advertisement placedon 
behalf of Erie Construction Mid-West, Inc (“Erie”). Offer terms and conditions may apply and the 
offer may not be available in your area. If you call the number provided, you consent to being 
contacted by telephone, SMS text message, email, pre-recorded messages by Erie or its affiliates 
and service providers using automated technologies notwithstanding if you are on a DO NOT CALL 
list or register. Please review our Privacy Policy and Terms of Use on homeservicescompliance.
com. All rights reserved. License numbers available at eriehome.com/erielicenses/

Erie Roofing Since 1976

Award-Winning Roofing and Customer Service

LIMITED TIME OFFER

5050%% OFFOFF
Installation

FREE ESTIMATEFREE ESTIMATE 

SCHEDULE TODSCHEDULE TODAY!AY!

Call 1.833.370.1234

CALL TODAY! 1.833.370.1234

Used Farm Machinery & Construction Equipment

3008 62nd St. Trail, Shellsburg, Iowa  52332
337 Commercial St. SW Shellsburg

Email: sequipment@aol.com   www.schminkeequipment.com

EquipmentSchminke

Brian Schminke
319-560-4566 319-436-2215 Mitch Schminke

319-560-9206

We Buy, Sell & Trade

Tree Trimming, 
Tree Removal and 
Stump Grinding.

Local and Free quotes. 
You won’t be another 
quote to me, I pride 

myself in providing the 
BEST services possible! 

Fallen Oaks Tree Services
Vinton

(319) 491-4714

CALL NOW
1.866.753.9521 Add’l terms apply. Offer subject to change 

and vary by dealer. Expires 12/27/26.

SPECIAL OFFER

Waiving All
Installation
Costs!

Safety. Style.
Stress-Free 
Installation.

Transform 
Your Bathroom 

and Change 
Your Life.

*Free toilet with purchase and installation of a walk-in tub or walk-in shower only. Offer available while supplies last. 
No cash value. Must present offer at time of purchase. Cannot be combined with any other offer. Market restrictions 

may apply. Offer available in select markets only.  CSLB 1082165  NSCB 0082999  0083445  13VH11096000

FREE TOILET + $1,500 OFF*

For your FREE information kit and
our Senior Discounts, Call Today Toll-Free

1-855-417-1306

AUCTIONS
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“Our mission is to foster economic growth and 
community improvement and to promote the Vinton area 

as an attractive place to live, shop, work and play!
Vinton Unlimited • 110 W 3rd St., Vinton, IA 52349

(319) 472-3955 • info@vintonia.org • www.VintonUnlimited.org

Melody 
Snow

Hometown 
Girl and 
Vinton 

Unlimited 
Executive 
Director

"You Belong Here"

Whether you realize it or not, you are an ambassador of our 
fine town. An ambassador by definition is a representative, 
official or unofficial. We are all ambassadors of Vinton. And 
who better to represent Vinton than those of us that call Vinton 
home?

If you’re like me, you have family and friends who live 
outside of the community. Do you ever find it interesting that 
when getting together, they usually assume you’ll come to 
them…in the big city? Why is that?

Is it because they think the city has so much to offer? Sure, 
cities have a lot of ‘stuff’, but that doesn’t always mean ‘better’. 
Sometimes stuff is just ‘stuff’.

You may have noticed that people are seeking out 
originality.  People want experiences that aren’t produced by 
the same “cookie-cutter”. They’re distancing themselves from 
those things that are considered ‘chain’ brands.  They’re in search of unique specialty 
shops, one-of-a-kind restaurants, and venues that spark memories. What better place 
to do that than in Vinton?

Vinton has those things!  We’re unique. We have an originality all our own. And 
what’s even better is that we present our originality all wrapped up with hospitality, 
charm, and home-town appeal.  We have an amazing gift that’s waiting to be 
discovered and who better to present it than those who experience it every day! Those 
of us right here in Vinton!

I reiterate, you are all Vinton ambassadors! Stand up for yourselves and this great 

town we live in! Step up to the plate and be the representative Vinton deserves.  Let 

others know what they’re missing in Vinton. Let them know 
Vinton is worth the drive!       

And when your friends and family do come to town, show 
them what makes this place special. Take them for a walk 
downtown or pass the Depot and some of our historic homes 
and buildings. Share a cup of coffee at Brickside where the 
barista knows your name. Enjoy the hometown history of H2 
Pizza while you savor their cheesy pizza pies. Grab a sweet 
treat in the retro-inspired Tootsie’s Ice Cream & More. Venture 
beneath the graffitied crook of Stoney Arch. Point out the little 
details that make Vinton feel like home to you. It’s not just 
about where you go—it’s about the stories you tell along the 
way. Every smile, every friendly wave, every recommendation 
you give becomes part of their experience. Before long, they 
won’t just be visiting Vinton—they’ll be feeling it.

And that’s because Vinton isn’t just a destination, it’s a connection. It’s where 
people matter, where conversations aren’t rushed, and where memories are made in 
the simplest of moments. When you invite others in, you’re not just showing them a 
town—you’re introducing them to a way of life. And that’s something no big city can 
replicate.

I’m commissioning you to be that person who believes in their hometown. Represent 
Vinton in a way that will make us all proud. Be our ambassador!  And the next time 
friends and family ask, “where do you want to go?”, be a trend setter and the Vinton 
ambassador I know you can be!  Tell them . . .

“Meet Me in Vinton!”

“Meet Me in Vinton”

Hwy. 218 N.
Vinton, IA

319-472-4734
“Serving your automotive 

needs since 1930.”

McDowells

420 2nd Avenue., Vinton
319-472-2363

www.mcdowellsbuildingmaterials.com
Mon.-Fri. 7 AM-5 PM

Sat. 7 AM-Noon

Building Materials & Rental Center 

319-472-2660
Dean Luze, Owner      

 121 W. 4th Street
Vinton, IA 52349

www.vintonsewing.com

215 1st Ave.
Vinton

319-472-2111

1102 W. 4th Street
Vinton

319-472-2361

111 W. 4th St. • Vinton
Pharmacy Line
319-472-4274

General Merchandise Line
319-472-2100

1002 W. Main St. • Urbana
319-443-6337

www.lagrangepharmacy.com

(319) 472-2311
www.VintonNewspapers.com

Call to have your
business featured here!

www.vintonlivewire.com
www.vintonnewspapers.com

We're Just A Click Away!
View Our E-edition at

tires you can count on.tires you can count on.

JOHN’S TIRE SERVICE
215 1st Ave., Vinton • 319-472-2111215 1st Ave., Vinton • 319-472-2111

610 W 4th St.,
Vinton, Iowa

FULL SERVICE SHOP
Tires, Brakes,

Oil Changes, Suspension Work

Spr ing Spr ing Car CareCar Care
Th e last few years have not proven the most advanta-

geous times for new car buyers. According to the Con-
sumer Price Index Summary from the United States Bu-
reau of Labor Statistics, buyers paid 12.2 percent more 
for new vehicles in January 2022 than they had in Janu-
ary 2021. Faced with such a signifi cant increase in price, 
many drivers understandably want to keep their current 
cars longer than they might have initially planned.

Data released by S&P Global Mobility in early 2022 
indicated that the average vehicle on the road is 12 years 
and two months old, which marked the highest number 
in the 20-plus years such information was tracked. A host 
of variables aff ect how long drivers keep their cars, but the 
rising cost of new vehicles has undoubtedly compelled 
many drivers to aspire to keep their cars for longer peri-
ods of time. 

Aging cars may require a little more TLC than vehicles 
that are right off  the dealership lot. But the following are 
three simple tips that can help drivers keep their cars run-
ning longer.

1. Become a more careful driver. A careful approach 
when behind the wheel is safer than aggressive driving 
and benefi cial for your vehicle. When starting, avoid rev-
ving the engine, which needlessly wears it down. When 
out on the road, avoid rapid accelerations, which also 
contributes to needless wear and tear. Even excessive 

idling can adversely aff ect the engine, so keep winter 
warm-ups to around 30 seconds to prevent damage to en-
gine components.

2. Know when and how to fi ll up. Every driver has likely 
visited a fi lling station when an oil tanker is busily fi ll-
ing the tanks. Th at’s traditionally been considered a less 
than ideal time to fi ll up, as the theory is that fi lling the 
tanks stirs up sediment that could then fi nd its way into 
consumers’ gas tanks, adversely aff ecting their vehicles. 
However, that’s often dependent on the station itself and 
how much its owners prioritize maintenance of the tank 
and fi ltration systems. Drivers who trust their local station 
owners can likely fi ll up when the tankers are present with-
out worry. In addition, avoid topping off  once the nozzle 
clicks when fi lling up. Th e U.S. Environmental Protection 
Agency notes that topping off  is harmful to the planet and 
the vehicle, as gasoline needs room to expand. When you 
top off , the extra gas may damage the vapor collection sys-
tem and cause the vehicle to run less effi  ciently.

3. Change oil more frequently as the vehicle ages. It’s 
true that modern vehicles no longer require oil changes 
for every 3,000 miles driven. However, as vehicles age, 
drivers and their vehicles’ engines may benefi t from more 
frequent oil changes than the owner’s manual necessar-
ily recommends. Oil changes remove dirt and metal par-
ticles from the engine, potentially contributing to a longer 

life expectancy. More frequent changes can be especially 
benefi cial for vehicles that are routinely driven in stop-
and-go traffi  c.

Rising vehicle costs have compelled many drivers to 
keep their cars longer than they initially planned. Some 
simple strategies can help drivers achieve that goal.  
SC233724

Automobiles have come a long way since their intro-
duction more than 100 years ago. Th ough modern cars 
and trucks still employ some of the same principles as 
their forebears, the vehicles people drive today bear little 
resemblance to those that made waves in the early part of 
the twentieth century.

Modern automobiles are technological marvels, 
which has made both driving and maintaining a vehicle 
much simpler. In regard to maintenance, built-in diag-
nostic systems can now alert drivers when something is 
wrong with their vehicles. Th ough that feature is undeni-
ably useful, drivers can still benefi t from learning to rec-
ognize issues by ear. Many issues that can aff ect a car or 
truck produce unusual sounds, and learning what certain 
noises may indicate can help drivers detect problems as 
soon as possible.

• Rattling sound in a wheel well: Most people have 
mistakenly placed clothing in a dryer without realizing 
they had spare change in their pockets. Th at mistake is 
immediately apparent once the dryer starts thanks to the 
unpleasant noise of coins bouncing off  the interior of the 
machine. Drivers may hear a similar sound when behind 
the wheel and wonder what’s behind it. Such a sound 
is often indicative that there’s a loose lug nut inside the 
hubcap. Th is issue can arise when drivers don’t tighten 
the wheel properly after changing their own tire, or if me-

chanics make the same mistake when rotating or replac-
ing tires during a routine maintenance session.

• Squeaking sound: Th e auto insurance experts at 
Geico® note that rear-wheel or four-wheel drive vehicles 
may produce a rhythmic squeaking sound when an is-
sue arises with the universal joint. JD Power notes that 
the universal joint, often referred to as a U-joint, is part 
of the system that enables the rotating crankshaft in the 
engine of a vehicle to transfer that rotating motion to the 
rear wheels. U-joints get a workout whenever vehicles 
are driven, so they require maintenance, and a squeak-
ing sound is one indicator that the U-joint needs to be 
addressed immediately.

• Squealing sound: A high-pitched squealing sound 
is typically indicative of worn out brake pads. However, 
Cars.com notes that if such a sound is only present when 
a car is fi rst driven in the morning, it could just be sur-
face rust being scraped off  the rotors. After a few initial 
applications of the brakes, that sound might disappear. 
If it doesn’t, the vehicle will likely need new brake pads.

• Scraping on the windshield during rain: Th e scraping 
sound on a windshield when the wipers are in use should 
not be taken lightly or be interpreted as a sign that the 
rain is only falling slightly. In fact, that sound indicates 
the wipers are worn out, which means they’re not eff ec-
tively clearing the windshield. In addition, the wipers 

could be scratching the windshield each time they pro-
duce this sound, ultimately necessitating a costly wind-
shield replacement. Wiper blades can be replaced in a 
matter of minutes, so address this issue promptly.

Learning to recognize the culprits behind various ve-
hicle noises can help drivers nip problems in the bud be-
fore they compromise the automobile and the safety of 
the people inside it.  SC233730

3 simple maintenance strategies that can keep cars running longer

What certain noises may indicate about your car

STORY AND PHOTO COURTESY OF METRO CREATIVE CONNECTION

When fi lling up their gas tanks, drivers can avoid topping 
off , which can prove harmful to vehicles over time.

STORY AND PHOTO COURTESY OF METRO CREATIVE CONNECTION

Many issues that can aff ect a car or truck produce unusual 
sounds, and learning what certain noises may indicate can 
help drivers detect problems as soon as possible.



heart, Deb, who became 
his wife, in the Torino 
and the couple even 
brought home their fi rst 
child in the car. By the 
time the family made it 
to the Quad Cities, the 
car was “pretty much 
shot,” and it “found its 
way back to the farm,” 
where it remained un-
til Craig dug it out from 
under the dirt.  

“So it was either do 
something with it, or 
take it to the junkyard, 
or part it out or some-
thing; there’s just a lot of 
sentimental value. So, I 
had it restored.”

In order to restore 
the car, Craig purchased 
a parts car from the 
southwest United States 
where rust is not an is-
sue. He did help with 
some parts of the resto-
ration, mainly clean-up, 
some mechanical work, 
as well as the interior, 
but most of the restora-
tion was hired.  

Enough of the Tori-
no’s original parts were 
salvaged, which en-
abled Craig to keep the 
original VIN number, 
but some things about 
the car are much diff er-
ent than before, includ-
ing the 347stroked 302 
engine with “just under 
400 horsepower,” power 
steering, power brakes, 
air-conditioning, after-
market fuel injection, 
and the vinyl top was re-
placed with new.  

 “All you have to do is 
turn the key and it starts 

up. But it’s the same 
top loader, four speed,” 
Craig said. “And a lot of 
the drive train, trans-
mission, the rear end–all 
of that stuff  is the same. 
Some of the body panels 
were salvageable, and a 
lot of the interior, be-
lieve it or not, just had to 
be recovered.” 

Another important 
salvaged feature of the 
restored Torino is the 
rear window, which still 
has the original park-
ing sticker from the 
Ollinger’s college days 
in Ames, which always 
reminds Craig of the 
day he and Deb brought 
Billy home--in the Tori-
no--from Mary Greely 
Hospital to their 10X30 
1959 Great Lakes mo-
bile home.  

“Th e Torino was 
parked out in front of 
it, and we could get just 
almost everything we 
owned, including our 
son in it at the time,” 
Craig said. 

Every few years the 
Torino makes the ro-
tation for the Annual 
Vinton Cruise, an event 
Craig volunteers some 
of his time and energy 
towards. In between 
cruises, the car gets 
driven often by Craig 
and his sons. 

In a recent conversa-
tion with his son, Billy, 
Craig was speculating 
whether he should sell 
the cars someday, so 
the kids won’t have to. 
When the Torino was 

mentioned, Billy said, 
“I’ll make room for that 
one.” 

For Craig, this vali-
dated his choice to re-
store the car that has 
driven “through the 
generations.”

A6 -  Vinton Livewire - April 8, 2026 www.vintonlivewire.com Vinton Livewire - April 8, 2026 - A7www.vintonlivewire.com

By AMY STOURAC
NEWS@VINTONNEWSPAPERS.COM

VINTON - For car en-
thusiast and Vintonian, 
Craig Ollinger, car care 
has more to do with the 

heart than value. Th is 
sentiment is evidenced 
by the complete resto-
ration of his fi rst car, a 
1968 Ford Torino GT. 

From 1979 to 2019, 
the car slept quietly un-
der a layer of dust in a 
dirt fl oor of various ma-
chine sheds as the farm-
stead evolved 

over the years. 
But the history 
in those early lives 
lived on inside the car 
and in Craig’s memory, 

s o 
when 

he re-
tired a few 

years ago, he 
dug the Torino out from 

under the layers of dirt 
and had it restored. 

“My interest in cars 
has nothing to do with 
investments. It’s really 
more to do with the per-
sonal aspects of it,” he 
said. 

For Craig, his con-
nection to the Torino is 
defi nitely personal, as 
the car was a gift from 
his father on his 16th 
Birthday. Th e gift served 
a family function too, as 
it enabled Craig to take 
over the transporta-

tion for himself and his 
brother’s high school 
activities. Craig remem-
bers the day the Torino 
was purchased with 
fondness. 

“It was the fi rst Torino 
that Ford came out with, 
and it was a Fairlane 
that they had badged up 
to be a performance car. 
It had all the fun things 
on it, bucket seats, four 
speed and all of that. 
Dad didn’t get the big 
427 engine that they 
had back in the day. It 

had a 302 in it, which 
was plenty.”

Another feature of 
this model, important 
to the teenage Craig, 
was that it had a trunk 
big enough to haul his 
guitar amplifi er for the 
garage band he was in 
in high school. 

Th e Torino saw Craig 
through high school 
and college all the way 
to his fi rst job in the 
Quad Cities. He courted 
his high school sweet-

“First Car” Love

PHOTO COURTESY OF CRAIG OLLINGER.

Craig Ollinger’s 1968 Ford Torino GT

PHOTO COURTESY OF CRAIG OLLINGER.

Craig and his wife, before their fi rst trip back to Ames in the Torino as a married couple. 

PHOTO COURTESY OF CRAIG OLLINGER.

Above: Another view of the Torino before the restoration.
Below: Another important salvaged feature of the restored Torino is the rear window,
which still has the original parking sticker from the Ollinger’s college days in Ames. 

PHOTO COURTESY OF CRAIG OLLINGER.

From the late 70s to 2019, the Torino slept quietly under a layer of dust in a dirt fl oor ma-
chine shed.
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When reliable service is your goal, Ervin Motors is your team!

Keith ErvinKeith Ervin

SalesSales

Bill ErvinBill Ervin

SalesSales

• Oil Changes
• A/C Work
• Brake Work
• Transmission Work
• Cooling System Flush
• Tune-Ups
• Major Engine Work
• Perform Diagnostics
• Electrical Work
• Exhaust Work
• Suspension Work
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Don’t forget auto detailing-it makes your old car look & smell like new!
A wise investment to prolong your vehicle’s life!

Our factory trained technicians have access to the latest and 
most up to date service procedures needed for your vehicle. 

We can handle all American built cars plus most imports.
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heart, Deb, who became 
his wife, in the Torino 
and the couple even 
brought home their fi rst 
child in the car. By the 
time the family made it 
to the Quad Cities, the 
car was “pretty much 
shot,” and it “found its 
way back to the farm,” 
where it remained un-
til Craig dug it out from 
under the dirt.  

“So it was either do 
something with it, or 
take it to the junkyard, 
or part it out or some-
thing; there’s just a lot of 
sentimental value. So, I 
had it restored.”

In order to restore 
the car, Craig purchased 
a parts car from the 
southwest United States 
where rust is not an is-
sue. He did help with 
some parts of the resto-
ration, mainly clean-up, 
some mechanical work, 
as well as the interior, 
but most of the restora-
tion was hired.  

Enough of the Tori-
no’s original parts were 
salvaged, which en-
abled Craig to keep the 
original VIN number, 
but some things about 
the car are much diff er-
ent than before, includ-
ing the 347stroked 302 
engine with “just under 
400 horsepower,” power 
steering, power brakes, 
air-conditioning, after-
market fuel injection, 
and the vinyl top was re-
placed with new.  

 “All you have to do is 
turn the key and it starts 

up. But it’s the same 
top loader, four speed,” 
Craig said. “And a lot of 
the drive train, trans-
mission, the rear end–all 
of that stuff  is the same. 
Some of the body panels 
were salvageable, and a 
lot of the interior, be-
lieve it or not, just had to 
be recovered.” 

Another important 
salvaged feature of the 
restored Torino is the 
rear window, which still 
has the original park-
ing sticker from the 
Ollinger’s college days 
in Ames, which always 
reminds Craig of the 
day he and Deb brought 
Billy home--in the Tori-
no--from Mary Greely 
Hospital to their 10X30 
1959 Great Lakes mo-
bile home.  

“Th e Torino was 
parked out in front of 
it, and we could get just 
almost everything we 
owned, including our 
son in it at the time,” 
Craig said. 

Every few years the 
Torino makes the ro-
tation for the Annual 
Vinton Cruise, an event 
Craig volunteers some 
of his time and energy 
towards. In between 
cruises, the car gets 
driven often by Craig 
and his sons. 

In a recent conversa-
tion with his son, Billy, 
Craig was speculating 
whether he should sell 
the cars someday, so 
the kids won’t have to. 
When the Torino was 

mentioned, Billy said, 
“I’ll make room for that 
one.” 

For Craig, this vali-
dated his choice to re-
store the car that has 
driven “through the 
generations.”
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1968 Ford Torino GT. 

From 1979 to 2019, 
the car slept quietly un-
der a layer of dust in a 
dirt fl oor of various ma-
chine sheds as the farm-
stead evolved 

over the years. 
But the history 
in those early lives 
lived on inside the car 
and in Craig’s memory, 

s o 
when 

he re-
tired a few 

years ago, he 
dug the Torino out from 

under the layers of dirt 
and had it restored. 
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said. 
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nection to the Torino is 
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the car was a gift from 
his father on his 16th 
Birthday. Th e gift served 
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it enabled Craig to take 
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tion for himself and his 
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bers the day the Torino 
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that Ford came out with, 
and it was a Fairlane 
that they had badged up 
to be a performance car. 
It had all the fun things 
on it, bucket seats, four 
speed and all of that. 
Dad didn’t get the big 
427 engine that they 
had back in the day. It 

had a 302 in it, which 
was plenty.”

Another feature of 
this model, important 
to the teenage Craig, 
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big enough to haul his 
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Craig Ollinger’s 1968 Ford Torino GT
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Craig and his wife, before their fi rst trip back to Ames in the Torino as a married couple. 

PHOTO COURTESY OF CRAIG OLLINGER.

Above: Another view of the Torino before the restoration.
Below: Another important salvaged feature of the restored Torino is the rear window,
which still has the original parking sticker from the Ollinger’s college days in Ames. 
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From the late 70s to 2019, the Torino slept quietly under a layer of dust in a dirt fl oor ma-
chine shed.
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A wise investment to prolong your vehicle’s life!

Our factory trained technicians have access to the latest and 
most up to date service procedures needed for your vehicle. 

We can handle all American built cars plus most imports.

    
    

    
    

   M

ike JohnsonMike Johnson

TechnicianTechnician

    
    

 Rex ReifenstahlRex Reifenstahl

DetailingDetailing

    
  J

ay
 Severtsgaard

Ja
y Severtsgaard

SalesSales

    
    

  Ju
stin TharpJustin Tharp

TechnicianTechnician
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“Our mission is to foster economic growth and 
community improvement and to promote the Vinton area 

as an attractive place to live, shop, work and play!
Vinton Unlimited • 110 W 3rd St., Vinton, IA 52349

(319) 472-3955 • info@vintonia.org • www.VintonUnlimited.org

Melody 
Snow

Hometown 
Girl and 
Vinton 

Unlimited 
Executive 
Director

"You Belong Here"

Whether you realize it or not, you are an ambassador of our 
fine town. An ambassador by definition is a representative, 
official or unofficial. We are all ambassadors of Vinton. And 
who better to represent Vinton than those of us that call Vinton 
home?

If you’re like me, you have family and friends who live 
outside of the community. Do you ever find it interesting that 
when getting together, they usually assume you’ll come to 
them…in the big city? Why is that?

Is it because they think the city has so much to offer? Sure, 
cities have a lot of ‘stuff’, but that doesn’t always mean ‘better’. 
Sometimes stuff is just ‘stuff’.

You may have noticed that people are seeking out 
originality.  People want experiences that aren’t produced by 
the same “cookie-cutter”. They’re distancing themselves from 
those things that are considered ‘chain’ brands.  They’re in search of unique specialty 
shops, one-of-a-kind restaurants, and venues that spark memories. What better place 
to do that than in Vinton?

Vinton has those things!  We’re unique. We have an originality all our own. And 
what’s even better is that we present our originality all wrapped up with hospitality, 
charm, and home-town appeal.  We have an amazing gift that’s waiting to be 
discovered and who better to present it than those who experience it every day! Those 
of us right here in Vinton!

I reiterate, you are all Vinton ambassadors! Stand up for yourselves and this great 

town we live in! Step up to the plate and be the representative Vinton deserves.  Let 

others know what they’re missing in Vinton. Let them know 
Vinton is worth the drive!       

And when your friends and family do come to town, show 
them what makes this place special. Take them for a walk 
downtown or pass the Depot and some of our historic homes 
and buildings. Share a cup of coffee at Brickside where the 
barista knows your name. Enjoy the hometown history of H2 
Pizza while you savor their cheesy pizza pies. Grab a sweet 
treat in the retro-inspired Tootsie’s Ice Cream & More. Venture 
beneath the graffitied crook of Stoney Arch. Point out the little 
details that make Vinton feel like home to you. It’s not just 
about where you go—it’s about the stories you tell along the 
way. Every smile, every friendly wave, every recommendation 
you give becomes part of their experience. Before long, they 
won’t just be visiting Vinton—they’ll be feeling it.

And that’s because Vinton isn’t just a destination, it’s a connection. It’s where 
people matter, where conversations aren’t rushed, and where memories are made in 
the simplest of moments. When you invite others in, you’re not just showing them a 
town—you’re introducing them to a way of life. And that’s something no big city can 
replicate.

I’m commissioning you to be that person who believes in their hometown. Represent 
Vinton in a way that will make us all proud. Be our ambassador!  And the next time 
friends and family ask, “where do you want to go?”, be a trend setter and the Vinton 
ambassador I know you can be!  Tell them . . .

“Meet Me in Vinton!”

“Meet Me in Vinton”

Hwy. 218 N.
Vinton, IA

319-472-4734
“Serving your automotive 

needs since 1930.”

McDowells

420 2nd Avenue., Vinton
319-472-2363

www.mcdowellsbuildingmaterials.com
Mon.-Fri. 7 AM-5 PM

Sat. 7 AM-Noon

Building Materials & Rental Center 

319-472-2660
Dean Luze, Owner      

 121 W. 4th Street
Vinton, IA 52349

www.vintonsewing.com

215 1st Ave.
Vinton

319-472-2111

1102 W. 4th Street
Vinton

319-472-2361

111 W. 4th St. • Vinton
Pharmacy Line
319-472-4274

General Merchandise Line
319-472-2100

1002 W. Main St. • Urbana
319-443-6337

www.lagrangepharmacy.com

(319) 472-2311
www.VintonNewspapers.com

Call to have your
business featured here!

www.vintonlivewire.com
www.vintonnewspapers.com

We're Just A Click Away!
View Our E-edition at

tires you can count on.tires you can count on.

JOHN’S TIRE SERVICE
215 1st Ave., Vinton • 319-472-2111215 1st Ave., Vinton • 319-472-2111

610 W 4th St.,
Vinton, Iowa

FULL SERVICE SHOP
Tires, Brakes,

Oil Changes, Suspension Work

Spr ing Spr ing Car CareCar Care
Th e last few years have not proven the most advanta-

geous times for new car buyers. According to the Con-
sumer Price Index Summary from the United States Bu-
reau of Labor Statistics, buyers paid 12.2 percent more 
for new vehicles in January 2022 than they had in Janu-
ary 2021. Faced with such a signifi cant increase in price, 
many drivers understandably want to keep their current 
cars longer than they might have initially planned.

Data released by S&P Global Mobility in early 2022 
indicated that the average vehicle on the road is 12 years 
and two months old, which marked the highest number 
in the 20-plus years such information was tracked. A host 
of variables aff ect how long drivers keep their cars, but the 
rising cost of new vehicles has undoubtedly compelled 
many drivers to aspire to keep their cars for longer peri-
ods of time. 

Aging cars may require a little more TLC than vehicles 
that are right off  the dealership lot. But the following are 
three simple tips that can help drivers keep their cars run-
ning longer.

1. Become a more careful driver. A careful approach 
when behind the wheel is safer than aggressive driving 
and benefi cial for your vehicle. When starting, avoid rev-
ving the engine, which needlessly wears it down. When 
out on the road, avoid rapid accelerations, which also 
contributes to needless wear and tear. Even excessive 

idling can adversely aff ect the engine, so keep winter 
warm-ups to around 30 seconds to prevent damage to en-
gine components.

2. Know when and how to fi ll up. Every driver has likely 
visited a fi lling station when an oil tanker is busily fi ll-
ing the tanks. Th at’s traditionally been considered a less 
than ideal time to fi ll up, as the theory is that fi lling the 
tanks stirs up sediment that could then fi nd its way into 
consumers’ gas tanks, adversely aff ecting their vehicles. 
However, that’s often dependent on the station itself and 
how much its owners prioritize maintenance of the tank 
and fi ltration systems. Drivers who trust their local station 
owners can likely fi ll up when the tankers are present with-
out worry. In addition, avoid topping off  once the nozzle 
clicks when fi lling up. Th e U.S. Environmental Protection 
Agency notes that topping off  is harmful to the planet and 
the vehicle, as gasoline needs room to expand. When you 
top off , the extra gas may damage the vapor collection sys-
tem and cause the vehicle to run less effi  ciently.

3. Change oil more frequently as the vehicle ages. It’s 
true that modern vehicles no longer require oil changes 
for every 3,000 miles driven. However, as vehicles age, 
drivers and their vehicles’ engines may benefi t from more 
frequent oil changes than the owner’s manual necessar-
ily recommends. Oil changes remove dirt and metal par-
ticles from the engine, potentially contributing to a longer 

life expectancy. More frequent changes can be especially 
benefi cial for vehicles that are routinely driven in stop-
and-go traffi  c.

Rising vehicle costs have compelled many drivers to 
keep their cars longer than they initially planned. Some 
simple strategies can help drivers achieve that goal.  
SC233724

Automobiles have come a long way since their intro-
duction more than 100 years ago. Th ough modern cars 
and trucks still employ some of the same principles as 
their forebears, the vehicles people drive today bear little 
resemblance to those that made waves in the early part of 
the twentieth century.

Modern automobiles are technological marvels, 
which has made both driving and maintaining a vehicle 
much simpler. In regard to maintenance, built-in diag-
nostic systems can now alert drivers when something is 
wrong with their vehicles. Th ough that feature is undeni-
ably useful, drivers can still benefi t from learning to rec-
ognize issues by ear. Many issues that can aff ect a car or 
truck produce unusual sounds, and learning what certain 
noises may indicate can help drivers detect problems as 
soon as possible.

• Rattling sound in a wheel well: Most people have 
mistakenly placed clothing in a dryer without realizing 
they had spare change in their pockets. Th at mistake is 
immediately apparent once the dryer starts thanks to the 
unpleasant noise of coins bouncing off  the interior of the 
machine. Drivers may hear a similar sound when behind 
the wheel and wonder what’s behind it. Such a sound 
is often indicative that there’s a loose lug nut inside the 
hubcap. Th is issue can arise when drivers don’t tighten 
the wheel properly after changing their own tire, or if me-

chanics make the same mistake when rotating or replac-
ing tires during a routine maintenance session.

• Squeaking sound: Th e auto insurance experts at 
Geico® note that rear-wheel or four-wheel drive vehicles 
may produce a rhythmic squeaking sound when an is-
sue arises with the universal joint. JD Power notes that 
the universal joint, often referred to as a U-joint, is part 
of the system that enables the rotating crankshaft in the 
engine of a vehicle to transfer that rotating motion to the 
rear wheels. U-joints get a workout whenever vehicles 
are driven, so they require maintenance, and a squeak-
ing sound is one indicator that the U-joint needs to be 
addressed immediately.

• Squealing sound: A high-pitched squealing sound 
is typically indicative of worn out brake pads. However, 
Cars.com notes that if such a sound is only present when 
a car is fi rst driven in the morning, it could just be sur-
face rust being scraped off  the rotors. After a few initial 
applications of the brakes, that sound might disappear. 
If it doesn’t, the vehicle will likely need new brake pads.

• Scraping on the windshield during rain: Th e scraping 
sound on a windshield when the wipers are in use should 
not be taken lightly or be interpreted as a sign that the 
rain is only falling slightly. In fact, that sound indicates 
the wipers are worn out, which means they’re not eff ec-
tively clearing the windshield. In addition, the wipers 

could be scratching the windshield each time they pro-
duce this sound, ultimately necessitating a costly wind-
shield replacement. Wiper blades can be replaced in a 
matter of minutes, so address this issue promptly.

Learning to recognize the culprits behind various ve-
hicle noises can help drivers nip problems in the bud be-
fore they compromise the automobile and the safety of 
the people inside it.  SC233730

3 simple maintenance strategies that can keep cars running longer

What certain noises may indicate about your car

STORY AND PHOTO COURTESY OF METRO CREATIVE CONNECTION

When fi lling up their gas tanks, drivers can avoid topping 
off , which can prove harmful to vehicles over time.

STORY AND PHOTO COURTESY OF METRO CREATIVE CONNECTION

Many issues that can aff ect a car or truck produce unusual 
sounds, and learning what certain noises may indicate can 
help drivers detect problems as soon as possible.
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WANT TO BUY your manufactured or mobile home 1990 
and newer CENTURY HOMES of OSKALOOSA 641-672-2344 
(mcn)
Donate Your Car to Veterans Today! Help and Support our 
Veterans. Fast - FREE pick up. 100% tax deductible. Call 
800-245-0398
Replace your roof w/the best looking & longest lasting 
material steel from Erie Metal Roofs! 3 styles/multiple 
colors available. Guaranteed to last a lifetime! Limited 
time off er up to 50% off  install + additional 10% off  install 
military, health & 1st responders. 833-370-1234
Inflation is at 40 year highs. Interest rates are way up. 
Credit Cards. Medical Bills. Car Loans. Do you have $10k 
or more in debt? Call NATIONAL DEBT RELIEF and find out 
how to pay off  your debt for significantly less than what 
you owe! FREE quote: Call 1-866-552-0649. (mcn)

PORTABLE OXYGEN CON-
CENTRATOR May Be Cov-
ered by Medicare! Reclaim 
independence and mo-
bility with the compact 
design and long-lasting 
battery of Inogen One. Free 
information kit! Call 844-
716-2411. (mcn)
Don't Pay For Covered 
Home Repairs Again! Our 
home warranty covers ALL 
MAJOR SYSTEMS AND AP-
PLIANCES. We stand by our 
service and if we can't fix 
it, we'll replace it! Pick the 
plan that fits your budget! 
Call: 1-833-816-2128. (mcn)

STOP OVERPAYING FOR 
HEALTH INSURANCE! A re-
cent study shows that a 
majority of people struggle 
to pay for health coverage. 
Let us show you how much 
you can save. Call Now for 
a no-obligation quote: 
1-888-772-8454. You will 
need to have your zip code 
to connect to the right pro-
vider. (mcn)
Donate your car, truck, boat, 
RV and more to support our 
veterans! Schedule a FAST, 
FREE vehicle pickup and re-
ceive a top tax deduction! 
Call Veteran Car Donations at 
1-888-429-2331 today! (mcn)

NEED NEW FLOORING? 
Call today to schedule a 
FREE in-home estimate on 
Carpeting & Flooring. Call 
Today! 1-833-641-6323. 
(mcn)

Wapsie Valley
Produce Auction LLC

Every 1st & 3rd Saturday
Starting at 1 PM

Hay& Firewood 
Auction

1500 120th St., Hazleton (Junct. of C-57 & W-13)
319-238-0149

Common hood styleLeafFilter®

Tested and proven gutter protection.

LeafFilter accepts 200% more 
water than competitors**

LeafFilter® Common hood style
Filters 14+ gallons of water per minute

Does not disturb your shingles

Added to your existing gutter system

Surgical grade micromesh

Can disturb shingles / void roof warranty 

New gutters required

Flimsy and cheap materials

**Based on 6/12 pitch vs. hood-style competitors. 1The leading consumer reporting agency conducted a 16 month outdoor test of gutter guards in 2010 and recognized LeafFilter as the “#1 rated professionally installed gutter guard 

Schedule your free inspection 
and estimate today!

1-866-778-3502

America’s #1 gutter 
protection1

Tested and proven, see how LeafFilter stacks up against other 
leading options — and why it’s trusted by over 1 million homeowners.

Easily access live TV and thousands of 
streaming apps like Netflix, Max, Prime Video 
and more, with a click of a button.
Req’s internet-connected Gemini device and separate paid subscriptions for 3rd party apps.

$89.99*
/MO.

FOR 24 MO + TAX & FEES.

CHOICE™

PACKAGE

($117.98/mo. w/ req’d Regional Sports Fee of up to $17.99/mo. & $10/mo. 
Gemini lease fee).Cancel anytime. 

844.214.6189
IVS Holdings

Contact your local DIRECTV dealer!

Service subject to DIRECTV terms and conditions (see https://www.directv.com/legal/legal-policy-center/). Available only in the U.S. (excludes Puerto Rico and U.S.V.I.). Some offers may not be available through all channels and in select areas. Different offers may apply for eligible multi-dwelling units. DIRECTV App: Req’s compatible device 
and data connection or high-speed internet; data/ internet charges may apply. Requires high speed internet. Minimum internet speed of 8Mbps per stream recommended for optimal viewing. Pricing: CHOICE $117.98/mo. for 2 years. After 2 years, continues month to month at then-current prevailing prices unless canceled. Prices 
reflect base package prices plus one req’d. $10/mo. Gemini lease fee and, for CHOICE Pkg. or higher, a Regional Sports Fee (RSF) of up to $17.99/mo. varies by location. May be lower in some areas. $10/mo. for each additional device added to your account. Additional Fees & Taxes: State and local taxes or other governmental fees and charges 
may apply including any such taxes, fees or charges assessed against discounted fees or service credits. See directv.com/directv-fees/ for additional information. DIRECTV Svc Terms: Subject to Equipment Lease & Customer Agreements. Taxes, surcharges, add-on programming (including premium channels), DIRECTV TECH PROTECT 
(www.directv.com/techprotect) Lease Agreement and transactional fees, are not included in two-year price guarantee. Visit directv.com/legal/ or call for details. Equipment Non-Return-Fees: If service is cancelled you must return all leased devices to avoid a non-return fee of $120 per device. Regional Sports & Local Channels: Regional 
sports available with CHOICE Pkg. and above. Not available in select areas. Channels vary by package & billing region. Device may need to be in billing region in order to view. Limits: Programming subject to blackout restrictions. All programming, terms & restrictions subject to change at any time without notice. See directv.com for details. 
Premium Channels Offer: Max: Access Max through Max app or max.com with your DIRECTV log-in credentials. Visit directv.com to verify/create your account. Use of Max is subject to its own terms and conditions, see max.com/terms-of-use for details. To learn more, visit directv.com/max. Paramount+ with SHOWTIME: Access Paramount+ 
with SHOWTIME streaming plan through Paramount+ app or paramountplus.com with your DIRECTV log-in credentials. Visit directv.com to verify/create your account. Use of Paramount+ is subject to its own terms and conditions, see viacomcbs.legal/us/en/pplus/sub-terms for details. Access to Paramount+ requires a 
subscription to Paramount+ with SHOWTIME and access to your local CBS affiliate. To learn more, visit directv.com/paramountplussho. General Terms: Programming and content subj. to change. Offer requires account to stay in good standing. Upon cancellation of your video service you may lose access to Max and Paramount+. Cancel 
your premium channels online at directv.com or by phone at 800-531- 5000. If you cancel your service, you will no longer be eligible for this offer. Limits: Access to one Max account and one Paramount+ account per DIRECTV account holder. May not be stackable w/other offers, credits or discounts. Max and related elements are property of 
Home Box Office, Inc. Cinemax and related channels and service marks are the property of Home Box Office, Inc. SHOWTIME is a registered trademark of Showtime Networks Inc., a Paramount Company. Paramount+ and related marks are trademarks of Paramount Pictures Corporation. All rights reserved. Starz and related channels and service 
marks are the property of Starz Entertainment, LLC. Visit starz.com for airdates/times. MGM+ is a trademark of Metro-Goldwyn-Mayer Lion Corp. 2025 DIRECTV. DIRECTV and all other DIRECTV marks are trademarks of DIRECTV, LLC. All other marks are the property of their respective owners.

*New approved residential customers only. Service renews monthly unless you cancel. Cancel anytime by calling 800-531-5000 or online.  
Add’l fees may apply to non-qualified  customers. Device subject to Equipment Lease agmt. Add’l fee(s) may apply if equip. not returned. Credit card req’d. Restr’s apply..

Stream DIRECTV 
to any device - 
no satellite 
dish needed. 

CALL NOW
1.877.916.0447

Add’l terms apply. Offer subject to change 
and vary by dealer. Expires 12/27/26.

SPECIAL OFFER

Waiving All
Installation
Costs!

Safety. Style.
Stress-Free 
Installation.

JEFF GEIGER’S 
Farm Machinery Consignment Auction

SATURDAY APRIL 11th, 2026 @ 10am
WANTED

Good used Farm & Livestock Equipment only!
Accepting Farm Consignments beginning:

Saturday April 4th: 8am to 5pm 
Sunday April 5th: 10am to 4pm 

Monday April 6th to Thursday April 9th: 8am to 6pm 
Friday April 10th: 8am to NOON! 

Call ahead with questions or to confirm your items

GEIGER AUCTIONEERING
Address: 5464 24TH AVE DR • VINTON, IA   |  Phone: 319-472-3642 

Watch for updates on our Facebook page

Call  618-403-2934 to schedule
 your free quote today!

GILBERT’S

SEPTIC SERVICESEPTIC SERVICE
319-454-6311

Cell 319-330-6203
•Septic Tank Pumping

•Certified Time of Transfer Septic Inspector
• Excavating  • Inspections  •Risers

•Drain Cleaning   •Repairs   •Troubleshooting
State Licensed - County Approved - Insured
Serving The Area For More Than 40 Years!

Cecil
Gilbert

Blairstown,
Iowa

Common hood styleLeafFilter®

Tested and proven 
gutter protection.

LeafFilter Gutter Protection

Schedule your free inspection and estimate today!

1-855-595-2102 Promo Code: 285

We install year-round – Exp: 6/30/26

Cannot be combined with any 

311 South K Avenue, Vinton | 319-830-9996
pam@breakenridgememorials.com   www.BreakenridgeMemorials.com

Located next to Subway

Your local propane supplier!
1209 W. D Street • Vinton, IA 52349

319-472-5216 • 800-678-5427
tjgas.com       tsp@tjgas.com

Propane
Appliances
Service
TanksT-J G

A
S

Call Us 
For Your Pumping 

Needs!

319-472-2045 • Cell: 319-560-9320

Karr's Septic ServiceKarr's Septic Service

Certified Installer of On-site Wastewater Treatment SystemsCertified Installer of On-site Wastewater Treatment Systems
Portable Restroom RentalsPortable Restroom Rentals

Inspections • Septic Tank CleaningInspections • Septic Tank Cleaning

Jessica McCormick, GM
jessicam@urbanainn.com

Exit 43 off I-380
5369 Hutton Dr., Urbana, IA 52345

319.443.8888
www.UrbanaInn.com

MILLER CONSTRUCTIONMILLER CONSTRUCTION
Painting, Roofing, Drywall, Painting, Roofing, Drywall, 

Siding, Decks, Tile & Siding, Decks, Tile & 
Prefinished Hardwood Floors, Prefinished Hardwood Floors, 

Tuckpointing, Replacement Tuckpointing, Replacement 
Windows & Door Windows & Door 

and Other Repairspppppppppp
OVER 30 YEARS EXPERIENCEOVER 30 YEARS EXPERIENCE

Free Estimates - Insured - Call Brian at 319-521-3920Free Estimates - Insured - Call Brian at 319-521-3920

New orders only. Does not include material costs. Cannot be combined with any other offer. 
Minimum purchase required. Other restrictions may apply. This is an advertisement placedon 
behalf of Erie Construction Mid-West, Inc (“Erie”). Offer terms and conditions may apply and the 
offer may not be available in your area. If you call the number provided, you consent to being 
contacted by telephone, SMS text message, email, pre-recorded messages by Erie or its affiliates 
and service providers using automated technologies notwithstanding if you are on a DO NOT CALL 
list or register. Please review our Privacy Policy and Terms of Use on homeservicescompliance.
com. All rights reserved. License numbers available at eriehome.com/erielicenses/

Erie Roofing Since 1976

Award-Winning Roofing and Customer Service

LIMITED TIME OFFER

5050%% OFFOFF
Installation

FREE ESTIMATEFREE ESTIMATE 

SCHEDULE TODSCHEDULE TODAY!AY!

Call 1.833.370.1234

CALL TODAY! 1.833.370.1234

Used Farm Machinery & Construction Equipment

3008 62nd St. Trail, Shellsburg, Iowa  52332
337 Commercial St. SW Shellsburg

Email: sequipment@aol.com   www.schminkeequipment.com

EquipmentSchminke

Brian Schminke
319-560-4566 319-436-2215 Mitch Schminke

319-560-9206

We Buy, Sell & Trade

Tree Trimming, 
Tree Removal and 
Stump Grinding.

Local and Free quotes. 
You won’t be another 
quote to me, I pride 

myself in providing the 
BEST services possible! 

Fallen Oaks Tree Services
Vinton

(319) 491-4714

CALL NOW
1.866.753.9521 Add’l terms apply. Offer subject to change 

and vary by dealer. Expires 12/27/26.

SPECIAL OFFER

Waiving All
Installation
Costs!

Safety. Style.
Stress-Free 
Installation.

Transform 
Your Bathroom 

and Change 
Your Life.

*Free toilet with purchase and installation of a walk-in tub or walk-in shower only. Offer available while supplies last. 
No cash value. Must present offer at time of purchase. Cannot be combined with any other offer. Market restrictions 

may apply. Offer available in select markets only.  CSLB 1082165  NSCB 0082999  0083445  13VH11096000

FREE TOILET + $1,500 OFF*

For your FREE information kit and
our Senior Discounts, Call Today Toll-Free

1-855-417-1306

AUCTIONS
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Benton County Board of Supervisors
March 24, 2026

The Benton County Board of Supervisors met in regular session with Super-
visors Seeman and Tippett present, Volz called in. Chairman Seeman called the 
meeting to order at 9:00 a.m. at the Benton County Service Center.  Members 
of the public are invited to join in during open session or watch the livestream at  
https://www.youtube.com/bentoncountyiowa.  Full Resolutions will be available 
in the Auditor’s offi  ce and at: www.bentoncountyia.gov

Tippett moved/Volz seconded: To approve the agenda. Tippett, Seeman and 
Volz voting aye. Motion carried. 

Tippett moved/Volz seconded: To approve the minutes of March 17, 2026. 
Seeman and Volz voting aye. Motion carried. 

Volz moved/Tippett seconded: To approve the following claims numbered 
256823 through 256947, voided check number 256845, 3/26/2026 payroll 
checks numbered 144053 through 144058, ACH Deposits 64733 through 64888 
and vendor checks 256948 through 256955.Tippett, Seeman and Volz all voting 
aye. Motion carried. 

Volz moved/Tippett seconded: To acknowledge Mark Phippen’s resignation 
on the civil service commission and the County Attorney appointed Lori Christy 
to fi ll the position with term ending July 15, 2029.  Seeman, Tippett and Volz 
voting aye. Motion carried. 

Andrea Morris and Matt Even, Environmental Health and Land Use depart-
ment along with Ryan Smith with Schneider Geospatial presented an add on to 
our software called Geo-permitting. This would allow for contractors and land 
owners to apply for things such as septic systems, wells, land use and farm ex-
emption applications all on line. All this would take place on the familiar Beacon 
website now for most all aspects of real estate. The applications and records 
will also be a back-up to the paper documents and would allow for scanning of 
older ones on fi le and attach to parcel records. Payments for these permits can 
also all be done through the application. This would also help improve the com-
munication back and forth between contractors, home owners and the land use 
offi  ce. Morris mentioned she has applied for a grant to possibly fund this added 
expense and is waiting to hear back from it. 

Tippett moved/Volz seconded: To approve and authorize signature on the 
Geo-Permits contract with the initial amount of $18,612 through Schneider Geo-
spatial. Tippett, Seeman and Volz voting aye. Motion carried. 

The time of 9:15 a.m. having arrived, and this being the time and date set for 
a land use hearing for Jeff  Geiger in part of the NW ¼ SE ¼ of Section 28-86-10. 
Geiger was present. Andrea Morris presented the technical information with the 
Benton County Agricultural Land Use Preservation Ordinance. Geiger would like 
to sell federal fi rearms licenses. This will take place inside existing structures 
on the site.  This site has a CSR below 70, which is not considered high-quality 
farmland.  The current driveway was reviewed and approved by Secondary 
Roads Department. This request will not need a new septic system or well. Of-
fi cial notices were sent out and published in the newspaper. This request has 
been found to be consistent with the applicable policies of the Benton County 
Land Use Preservation and Use Plan. Hearing no other further comments, the 
public hearing was closed.

Volz moved/Tippett seconded: To approve the land use change for Jeff  Gei-
ger in a part of the NW ¼ SE ¼ of Section 28-86-10.  Tippett, Seeman and Volz 
voting aye. Motion carried.

Derek Marsh, Assistant County Attorney presented the secondary roads 
union contract with PPME (Public Professional and Maintenance Employees)
Local Union 2003. It calls for 2.6 % increase over the next three years. Marsh 
mentioned it was similar in all other aspects as the past contract other than add-
ing in a “me too clause”. He felt this was best for the county and avoid going 
through arbitration. 

Tippett moved/Volz seconded: To approve and authorize Chairmans’s sig-
nature on the contract with Public Professional and Maintenance Employees 
Local Union 2003, representing secondary roads to be eff ective July 1, 2026 
through June 30, 2029. Tippett, Seeman and Volz voting aye. Motion carried. 

Allison Hicks, Historic Preservation commission member presented pa-
perwork for a community outreach project for 2026. With the Nation’s 250th 
birthday, this proposed contest celebrates creativity, refl ection and the unique 
perspectives of the young people across our county. The Benton County His-
toric Preservation 

Volz moved/Tippett seconded: To have the Historic Preservation Commis-
sion proceed with the community outreach project celebrating the Nation’s 
250th birthday. Tippett, Seeman and Volz voting aye. Motion carried. 

Engineer Myron Parizek presented his proposed 2026 Dust Control Prices. 
He bases this on material and labor costs as best as possible and took into 
consideration the increased of wages for his employees work. Last year it was 
$1550 for the fi rst 400 feet and he is asking for that to increase to $1625.00.  
Parizek agreed to continue doing the seal coating within his department as 
long as the equipment works and he is the Engineer. In the future, things could 
change. 

Tippett moved/Volz seconded: To set the cost for the 2026 MC-70 Dust 
Control to be $1,625.00 for the fi rst 400 feet, with an additional $2.60 per foot 
or $2.66 a foot plus an additional $100/1000’ area when greater than 1,000 feet. 

Sign up period is between March 30, 2026 through May 1,, 2026.  Tippett, See-
man and Volz voting aye. Motion carried. 

Tracy Seeman discussed sidewalks in Luzerne over the viaduct over the 
railroad tracks with the Engineer. Seeman met with Polyfi x for an estimate and 
also provided pictures of the concerned area. There was also a part on the south 
side that they could also fi x for an additional cost. They also talked about small 
barricade or fl ashing light for safety purposes until it gets fi xed. The Engineer is 
going to look at the proposed fi x options. 

The increased cost of diesel and fuel prices was also discussed and how 
that is impacting budgets.

Committee Reports were heard from Supervisor Volz, he had the Central 
Iowa Workforce Development Board. With them still not having a CEO, there was 
talk of combining with the North Iowa Region.

Supervisor Seeman had landfi ll meeting. They are keeping their prices the 
same for FY27. Supervisor Tippett shared  that he forwarded an email to the 
attorney’s offi  ce with a new proposed 28E with Central Iowa Juvenile Detention 
for possible upcoming Board action. 

Tippett moved/Seeman seconded: To adjourn meeting at 10:24 a.m. See-
man and Volz voting aye. Motion carried.

Tracy Seeman, Chairman
ATTEST: Hayley Rippel Benton County Auditor
Vendor Publication Report
Benton County, IA Payment Date Range: 03/11/2026 - 03/24/2026

Vendor Name Vendor Number Payable Description Total Payments
A TO Z SERVICES 51738 Cons Building Maint- 

 Gutters 2,100.00
AARON ASKELSON 48084 Askelson Meal Reimb 20.00
ACCESS SYSTEMS 48815 Cons Copier Maint 278.68
AGTERRA TECHNOLOGIES INC 49237 Weed Sprayer Software 4,821.07
ALLIANT ENERGY 10530 Cons Utilities 140.26
ALTORFER INC 02600 SR PARTS 1,647.34
AMAZON CAPITAL SERVICES INC 49660 IT Supplies 1,014.48
AMERICAN FAMILY LIFE 12940 Afl ac 4,192.38
ANDERSON ERICKSON DAIRY 40110 Sheriff  Jail Provisions 455.48
ANTON SALES 02620 SR PARTS 530.90
AREA SUBSTANCE ABUSE COUNCIL 

INC 00152 Opioid Fund Service 1,772.75
ARNOLD MOTOR SUPPLY 49179 Sheriff  Vehicle Parts 53.16
AUSTIN WILLE 51674 Vehicle Maint Reimb 9.00
AUXIANT 50850 PSF Admin Fees 1,290.00
AXON ENTERPRISE, INC. 47946 Sheriff  Equipment 1,450.00
B W MEEKER D.O. 16770 ME Fee 250.00
BAM TRANSPORT, LLC 51621 Cons Vehicle Maint 641.59
BENTON CO SHERIFF OFFICE 01190 MH Sheriff  Transport 69.18
BENTON CO SOLID WASTE DISPOSAL 

CO 48505 Sheriff  Garbage Service 32.20
BENTON COUNTY 36740 Flex-Medical 4,308.24
BENTON COUNTY CO-INS 47410 Health-EE Ded-Non Union-

 After Tax 19,949.48
BENTON COUNTY-

UNEMPLOYMENT 51681 SUTA 934.63
C4 OPERATIONS LLC 51287 HR Background Checks 54.00
CARA HARRILL 51491 Harrill Reimb for Fuel 36.00
CENTURYLINK 02103 E911 Phones 35.04
CINTAS CORPORATIONS NO. 2 49038 SR FIRST AID 155.84
CITY OF VINTON 00390 SR Utilities 3,786.97
COUNTRY FOODS 07610 SR RECYCLING 50.00
CY & CHARLEY’S FIRSTONE INC 51734 SR TIRES 354.20
DAKOTA SUPPLY GROUP 51086 SR SHOP 4,680.00
DAVID EILANDER 51187 ME Fee 500.00
DONALD ERGER 02012 SR SAFETY BOOTS 123.04
E CENTRAL IA RURAL ELECT 01620 Cons Utilities 3,015.51
E O JOHNSON BUSINESS 

TECHNOLOGIES 51333 DHS Copier Maint 553.23
EAST CENTRAL IA COUNCIL OF 

GOVT 12190 Cons Tree Canopy Project 5,925.00
EMSLRC 51489 PH Training 184.00
F & W SERVICE COMPANY, INC. 49388 SR SHOP 1,074.00
FAITH HUNT 50858 Hunt Meal Reimb 35.86
FARMERS SVGS BANK & TRUST 07330 SS 95,783.40
FRANCES M. STUECK ESTATE 51733 Sanitarian Well Closure 

 Reimb 673.03
GIGFIRE LLC 51132 Cons Phones 190.00
GRIEDER OIL CO INC 04690 SR CHAINS 156.00
GRIEDER STANDARD 32920 Transportation Fuel 1,180.41
HAYLEY RIPPEL 38090 Rippel Mileage Reimb 160.95
HEARTLAND SHREDDING INC 01932 Treasurer Shredding 50.00
HENDERSON PRODUCTS INC 00163 SR PARTS 3,886.23
HOLIDAY INN 20590 Schmitz Lodging 403.20
IA DEPT OF PUBLIC SAFETY 12610 Co Atty Software 300.00
IA DEPT OF TRANSPORTATION 04930 SR EQUIP REPAIR 187.00
IA PUBLIC EMP RET SYSTEM 07351 Ipers-Regular (01) 64,898.81
IACVS 44050 Long Registration 90.00
IOWA COUNTY ATTORNEYS 

ASSOCIATIO 05400 Co Atty Membership Dues 691.00
IOWA COUNTY RECORDER’S ASSOCIATIO 33350 Speidel & Roster 

 Registration 400.00
IOWA LAW ENFORCEMENT 

ACADEMY 00230 Eden Training 125.00
IOWA PUBLIC HEALTH 

ASSOCIATION 50604 Schmidt & Cox Registration 750.00
ISACA 07480 2026 ISACA Auditor Dues 250.00
ISCTA 37800 Schoettmer Registration 175.00
I-VINTON 50730 Courthouse Internet Service 860.00
JAKOB LONG 51740 SR SAFETY BOOTS 150.00
JOHN DEERE FINANCIAL 02069 Weed Supplies 80.93
JOHN’S TIRE SERVICE 00770 Sheriff  Vehicle Maint 35.00
JOHNSON CO MEDICAL 

EXAMINER 25630 ME Fee 319.91
KIECK’S CAREER APPAREL 01490 Blanchett Uniform 185.00
KLUESNER SANITATION, LLC 51319 Courthouse/Sheriff /Service 

 Center Garbage 438.00
KOOP’S AUTOMOTIVE SALES & 

SERVICE 02089 Assessor Vehicle Maint 1,238.97
KROMMINGA MOTORS 29120 SR CHAINS 457.36
KROMMINGA MOTORS-VINTON 17040 Cons Equip Maint 505.10
KURT’S ENTERPRISES 31180 SR RECYCLING 4,025.00
LANGUAGELINE SOLUTIONS 51350 Sheriff  Interpreter Services 46.27
LARRY ANDREESEN 25330 Andreesen Meal/Mileage 

 Reimb 183.35
LEAH MAST 51732 Sheriff  Uniform 160.00
LEGACY TRAILS LLC 51730 Cons Engineering Services 480.00
LEXA SPEIDEL 42790 Speidel Meal/Mileage/

 Lodging Reimb 516.24
LINN CO EMERGENCY MGMNT 12960 Haz Material Training- Belle 

 Plaine Fire 780.00
LINN CO-OP OIL CO 37250 SR DIESEL 17,302.30
MADISON NATIONAL LIFE INSURANCE 

CO 50041 Life Insurance Supplement 316.96
MARK ERICKSON 51354 Erickson Mileage & Meal 

 Reimb 341.07

MELINDA SCHOETTMER 02360 Schoettmer Meal/Lodging/
 Mileage Reimb 551.86

MENARDS-CEDAR RAPIDS SO. 21520 Cons Supplies 190.77
MID COUNTRY MACHINERY INC 01599 SR PARTS 5,013.14
MIDWEST PETROLEUM EQUIPMENT, 

LLC 51698 SR BUILDING 6,493.44
MIDWEST WHEEL COMPANIES 04960 SR PARTS 254.08
MIKE SILHANEK 49164 Silhanek Mileage Reimb 37.70
MOTORHEAD MAYHEM SERVICE & 

REPA 51298 Sheriff  Vehicle Maint 77.02
MURDOCH FUNERAL HOMES & 

CREMAT 35420 ME Transport Fees 395.00
NEW CENTURY FS INC 09870 SR FUEL 5,453.81
NORTHWESTERN MUTUAL 23360 NM Life 25.00
OFFICE EXPRESS/LASER TECH 

USA INC 02234 Sheriff  Offi  ce Supplies 168.42
OLLINGER GARAGE DOORS INC. 49325 SR BUILDING 400.50
PERFORMANCE FOOD GROUP 

INC 51696 Sheriff  Jail Provisions 4,687.70
PURCHASE POWER 01011 Sanitarian Postage 392.57
REPUBLIC SERVICES OF IOWA 48791 SR RECYCLING 1,524.03
ROADBUILDERS MACHINERY AND 

SUPPL 51495 SR PARTS 2,574.41
RON RAGEN 51398 SR SAFETY BOOTS 150.00
ROOSTER AUTO SALES LLC 51405 SR SHOP 85.60
SADLER POWER TRAIN 04990 SR PARTS 217.30
SAFE RX 51655 Opioid Supplies 90.00
SCHUMACHER ELEVATOR CO 11920 Courthouse Elevator Maint 429.72
SECONDARY ROAD DEPT 01290 Cons Ground Maint 1,408.38
SHELBY WILLIAMS 49797 Williams Meal/Vehicle 

 Maint Reimb 33.00
SHI INTERNATIONAL CORP 49542 IT Hardware 858.34
SIEBERT MOBILITY OF IOWA 51737 Transportation Vehicle 

 Maint 1,623.30
STAR EQUIPMENT LTD 33070 SR SHOP 116.40
STATE HYGIENIC LABORATORY 03480 Sanitarian Well Testing 952.50
STATE INDUSTRIAL PRODUCTS 51695 SR SHOP 850.31
STATE MEDICAL EXAMINER’S OFFICE 01862 ME Autopsy/

 Toxicology Fee 3,723.21
STOREY KENWORTHY/MATT 

PARROTT/IO 00060 Auditor/Election Supplies 264.98
STORM STEEL 39290 SR PARTS 87.95
STRYKER SALES, LLC 51562 Cons Safety Equip 348.00
SUNSET LAW ENFORCEMENT, 

LLC 50885 Sheriff  Equipment 930.35
THE MASTER’S TOUCH, LLC 50025 House File 718 Mailer 2,417.63
THOMSON REUTERS-WEST 

PUBLISHING 01910 Law Library Update 1,095.92
THYS MOTOR COMPANY 02158 Cons Vehicle Maint 1,310.30
TIFFANY DEBOER 51736 Deboer Meal Reimb 50.29
TITAN MACHINERY 48432 SR PARTS 518.82
T-J GAS CO 03150 SR SHOP 32.00
TOWN & COUNTRY WHOLESALE 25620 Sheriff  Jail Provisions 150.63
TREASURER ST OF IA 07360 SWT 11,322.93
TRUCK CENTER COMPANIES EAST 

LLC 50838 SR PARTS 133.36
UNITED BUSINESS TECHNOLOGIES 

INC 02135 Public Health Phones 51.97
UNITED STATES CELLULAR 29020 SR PHONE 145.02
VESTIS SERVICES, LLC 51336 SR RUGS 379.73
VICTOR OIL COMPANY 49617 SR DIESEL 1,765.16
VINTON AUTO PARTS INC 11940 SR PARTS 292.78
VINTON EXPRESS 51520 Cons Animal Care 11.97
VINTON LIVEWIRE 01832 Sheriff  Job Posting 670.00
VINTON NEWSPAPERS 01833 Board Legal Notice/

 Proceedings 1,734.90
VISA 36430 Auditor Stamped 

 Envelopes 5,857.60
WENDLING QUARRIES INC 42300 SR ROCK 1,311.82
WEX BANK 00983 Sheriff  Fuel 383.61
WOODS FAMILY TOOL SALES LLC 51349 SR SHOP 133.00
Grand Total:  335,473.23

March 24, 2026
The Benton County Board of Supervisors met in regular session with Super-

visors Seeman, Tippett and Volz present. Chairman Seeman called the meeting 
to order at 6:00 p.m. at the Benton County Service Center.  Members of the pub-
lic are invited to join in during open session or watch the livestream at  https://
www.youtube.com/bentoncountyiowa.  Full Resolutions will be available in the 
Auditor’s offi  ce and at: www.bentoncountyia.gov

Tonight’s meeting is for the purpose of the maximum proposed tax levies for 
the FY 27 Budget. This is the fi rst public hearing in the budgeting process. No-
tices were mailed out to all tax payers notifying them of when the Cities, Schools 
and the County were holding their meetings so that concerned taxpayers could 
voice their opinions. No action will be taken and the subject in discussion is 
strictly on budget asking. There was a crowd of taxpayers along with a few 
department heads.

County Auditor, Hayley Rippel started out by explaining the mailer that went 
out and how it has nothing specifi c to the tax parcel other than distinguished 
by what tax district it resides in. Withing city limits, the County,  School district 
and City information would show up, and those that are in the townships would 
only list county and school. Rippel also explained how consolidated tax rates 
are calculated, emphasizing that property taxes are distributed across multiple 
taxing entities and that not all the taxes go to the county. The county can only 
speak in regards to the counties amounts, if they had concerns with the schools 
or cities they would need to attend those scheduled meetings. County Assessor, 
Larry Andreesen was also present and explained how the assessment and tax-
able valuations are fi gured. 

The supervisors addressed questions and concerns about spending in-
creases and explained the factors behind those needs, including enhanced 
public safety measures. Unfunded mandates was a starting topic and how resi-
dents may not realize the burden put on the counties for various things.  They 
also pointed out how they froze wages with the exception of the two unions, and 
how they are obligated to abide with the contracts in place. The board has actu-
ally lowered the overall levy in the county, but the tax base increased, therefore 
it shows an increase in the taxable dollars we will receive. The county too has 
increases in insurance, fuel and diesel and other provisions to keep departments 
up and going and upgrading equipment, software and hardware are essential. 

The board also received a phone call from a concerned citizen regarding 
county assets and possibly unnecessary payroll expenses. To look at the needs 
versus the wants. 

This public hearing allowed for open dialogue, with offi  cials reinforcing their 
commitment to balancing responsible budgeting while still delivering essential 
services residents receive. 

After no further comments, the public hearing was closed. 
Tippett moved/Seeman seconded: To adjourn meeting at 6:51 p.m. Seeman 

and Volz voting aye. Motion carried.
Tracy Seeman, Chairman
ATTEST: Hayley Rippel Benton County Auditor

Proposed Budget

It’s a small world, 
if you just live in your own.

~ In Print and Online ~ Subscribe today and 
stay in the know!  Call 319-472-2311

See Tuesday’s Vinton Eagle for:
Vinton Home Destroyed by Fire.
Chilly Day Didn’t Stop Kiwanis Easter Egg Hunt.
Middle and High School Girls Wrestling Wrap Up Seasons.

See last Friday’s Cedar Valley Times for:
 Shellsburg Elementary students enjoying the music of Jazz 

88.3 KCCK.
 VPL Book Talk.

Chloe Sanders Comes Back to Win 138 National Title.

Here’s what you’ve been missing 
from the latest Vinton Newspapers:

VINTON - Casey’s HWY 218, 
Fareway, Kwik Star 

CENTER POINT - Casey’s
Get your copy today!

Give us a try!
3 month subscription for $28

Papers for sale at these convenient locations:

FAST ENOUGH to keep up with your life. 

AFFORDABLE ENOUGH to fi t your budget. 

AND NO DATA CAPS … EVER! 

PLUS! Sign up today 
and get a $100 gift card!*

*Terms and conditions apply

Get Reliable Internet NOW!       844-488-3496

1 2 3 4   4 5 6 8  1 2 3 4   4 5 6 8

1 2 3 4   4 5 6 8  1 2 3 4   4 5 6 8

1 2 3 41 2 3 4

N A M E  S U R N A M E

N A M E  S U R N A M E

Gift Card $100

No matter what your support 
was with the loss of Doug—

prayers, kind words, cards, food, or 
presence—it touched our hearts and 
meant more than you will ever know.  
To my Van Steenhuyse-Teahen Funeral 

Home family   Thank you.
Debbie White and family

  

DON’T COMPROMISE. GET DIRECTV.

 GUARANTEE

 
 New approved residential customers only (equipment lease req’d). Credit card req’d (except MA & PA). Price incl. TV Pkg & equip. fees for 

first TV. Charges may apply for each add’l connected TV. *Add’l Terms for Satellite customers: $19.95 activation. Early agmt termination fee 

applies ($20/ mo.) & add’l fee applies if not returned. Restr’s apply.

Contact your local DIRECTV dealer!

877-969-5692

JOIN US FOR AN OPEN HOUSE CELEBRATING

The 80th Birthdays of

Dave and Lisa Vermedahl

Saturday, April 18th 2-5pm

Vinton Country Club

314 N 9th Avenue

No gifts necessary. Former students of

Mrs. Vermedahl are encouraged to attend.

 Unable to attend - Funny cards always accepted 

at 1412 A Avenue Vinton, Ia 52349

Thank Yous &
Celebrations

PUBLIC NOTICES

ATTENTION OXYGEN 
THERAPY USERS! Dis-
cover Oxygen Therapy 
That Moves with You with 
Inogen Portable Oxygen 
Concentrators. FREE in-
formation kit. Call 1-833-
650-5916. (mcn)
AFFORDABLE TV & INTER-
NET. If you are overpaying 
for your service, call now 
for a free quote and see 
how much you can save! 
1-833-472-7954. (mcn)

No more cleaning gutters. Guaranteed! LeafFilter backed
by no-clog guarantee & lifetime warranty. Call 1-833-610-
1936 to schedule FREE inspection/estimate. Get 15% off  
your entire order. Military & Seniors get additional 10% 
off . Limited time. Restrictions apply, see rep for details.



A2 -  Vinton Livewire - April 8, 2026 www.vintonlivewire.com Vinton Livewire - April 8, 2026 - A11www.vintonlivewire.com

Dan 319-560-2330 Dan 319-560-2330 
 Kathy 319-560-2210 Kathy 319-560-2210

DAN KAESTNER

Homes  •  Land  •  Auction
dkaestner@iowarealty.com • www.DanKaestner.iowarealty.com

LOT LISTINGS
1598 Hwy 20, Belle Plaine . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .SOLD
3127 61st Ln., Shellsburg . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .SOLD
5555 Troy Mills Rd., Walker. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .SOLD

201 Grove St NW Shellsburg
Numerous updates: Windows, siding, roof, 

floor coverings, etc. 3 season room, garage.
$189,900

2356 Hwy 21, Dysart
5.8 acres with 3 br 2 bath 1.5 story home.  30x50 

steel machine shed, 24x26 heated business, 30x32 

heated shop and 15x20 livestock shed.  Rural water.
$305,000

405 D Ave., Atkins
Spacious 3 br, 3 bath  ranch with 2 non-

conforming br in LL. Gas fireplace,3 season 
room, 2 car garage. $349,900

SALE PENDING!
SALE PENDING!

Farmland 31st Ave., Shellsburg

240 acres m/l. Hard Surface. Potential to split 
acres. Call for more details

$8500 an acre. 

103 Walnut St., Van Horne
Quick possession of 3 br,2 bath ranch, 

4 car garage with large lot

$249,000

SALE PENDING!
SALE PENDING!

SALE PENDING!
SALE PENDING!

SALE PENDING!
SALE PENDING!

Condo on the WATER

6935 Waterview Dr SW Cedar Rapids
Great views from this 3 br, 3 bath stand-

alone ranch condo with finished LL and 4 
seasons room. 2 car attached

$345,000 

NEW LISTING
NEW LISTING

Mike Barnes, Broker, 319-560-1810  ListedByMikeB@gmail.com
Connie Barnes, Realtor, 319-981-6221  SoldByConnieB@gmail.com
Tessa Barnes, Realtor, 515-537-3183  TBarnesRealEstate@gmail.com

418 1st Ave., 
Vinton, Iowa 52349

NOW PART OF THE
CEDAR RAPIDS MLS AND THE
CEDAR FALLS/WATERLOO MLS

OPEN HOUSE 
SUNDAY, APRIL 12th

11AM-1PM
614 E. 4th St., Vinton

WHERE HONESTY & INTEGRITY COME FIRST.
The Real Estate Partner You Can Trust!

80 acres of Benton County Farmland  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  SOLD
171.8 acres m/l of Benton County Farmland, Kane Township  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . SOLD

ACREAGE - PRICE REDUCED!
2975 275th St., Clutier

10.68 Acres This is a beautiful county 
setting with a 1.5 story, 4 bedroom home. 
Original woodwork, hardwood floors, new metal 
roof 2020 & foundation spray foam 2023. Vinyl 
siding, some new windows. Large deck. PWA 
rural water, immediate possession! $295,000. 
REDUCED to $285,000

NEW LISTING!! 
317 Main St Clutier

This is a great opportunity to own a duplex 
that has potential for very good return. 
There is a main floor apartment that has 
two bedrooms and one bath. There is an 

upstairs apartment that could have 3 bedrooms and one bath. There is also a garage that 
can be rented. Could use some paint, floor coverings and a few updates and then would 
make 2 nice rentals. Should give a buyer a nice ROI. Only $69,500!!

 DAVID WRAGE, BROKER
Office 319-476-7070 • 800-796-8488

Cell 319-640-8388
FARM LAND WANTED IN ALL AREAS!!

 We have buyers ready - call us soon while the market is still strong.

NEW LISTING!!
1008 Wilson St., Dysart

This 1.5 story, 3 to 4 bedroom home 
comes with a nice two stall garage, 
newer furnace & AC, a newer roof & 
updated vinyl siding. Located close to 

schools & daycare. Nice corner lot. Main floor laundry. Screened in patio. Upstairs 
could use some updating, but offers lots of extra space. Only $129,000!!! Price Re-
duced $119,000

PRICE REDUCED!
702 S Main St., Dysart

Beautiful Historic Brick Home that has just been 
renovated and updated from top to bottom. Ev-
erything from walls refurbished, to new electrical 
and light fixtures, to flooring, plus much more! 3 

bedroom, 1.75 baths & main floor laundry. Very nice original woodwork with ceiling beams, built-in china 
hutch, sun-room with French doors and leaded glass windows. 2 stall garage plus a carport, almost a 
1/2 acre corner lot, located next to city park. Exterior trim & woodwork freshly painted!!  Move-in 
Condition!!   $289,000!!! PRICE REDUCED $284,000

SOLDSOLD

SOLDSOLD

Jeremy Sills, Broker 
David W. Wessling, 
Associate Broker    

415 A Avenue Vinton, Iowa
319-472-5353

Sales Associate:
Tamara Stark-Mahood 

Office Manager & Realtor 
319-558-7476

View our listings at www.iowalandco.com

Specialists in 
farm management 

and 
real estate.

Let Us Expose Your Residential Property To The Public On The World’s Largest 
Property-For-Sale website... Realtor.com.  And, Your Farm Property on rlifarmandranch.com

Ready to relocate? CALL US TODAY!

1332 Holiday Lane, Holiday Lake
Enjoy lake views all year from the deck 
and porch of this 2 bed, 2 bath home 
on Holiday Lake!  Call Jeremy today!

$240,000!

903 Cedar View
1336 sf 2 bed, 2 bath, condo w/ 

vaulted ceilings, sunroom & 2 car ga-
rage– No more shoveling!  all outside 

maintenance taken care of!!

om

Scan here Scan here 
for more for more 

information on information on 
these listings!these listings!

PRICE IMPROVEMENT!

NEW/IMPROVED PRICE
NOW $219,000

April 12  from 11am–1pm

VINTONVINTON
OPEN

HOUSE

55th St. Parcel A, Vinton
5.05 acres on hard surface road, north 

of Vinton! Call Jeremy today!
$150,000

VINTON

BROOKLYN

CEDAR RAPIDS

IMPROVED PRICE!

INVESTMENT ALERTINVESTMENT ALERT

36 acres zoned Ag land in Cedar 
Rapids, minutes to I-380!  Easily 

accessible and highly visible, this 
parcel is THE IDEAL INVESTMENT 

OPPORTUNITY!
$1,800,000

102 E 4th St., Vinton
8,200 sf of open floor space in the 
heart of downtown Vinton.  Built 
in 2018, this building is ready for 

whatever your needs are!
$699,000!

• 2,600 SF of LIVING SPACE!!!
• 3-Bedrooms / 3-Full Baths
• 3-Stall Attached Garage
• Finished Basement w/Walkout
• Appliances Included
• City Water/Sewer
• Outbuilding & Sheds
• 2.85 Acres!

1116 E 6TH ST - VINTON IN TOWN ACREAGE • $395,000

For Sale by Sheri Mullinex: (319) 521-7500

LLANDD 
FFORR  
SSALE 

Cedar Falls Office 
319.234.1949
www.Hertz.ag

882.055 Acres,, M/LL 
BBentonn County,, IA 

 

SW of La Porte City
22.42 Crop Acres with 

84.10 CSR2

Beau�ful Recrea�onal         
Property with                

Two Points of Access, 
Farmland Income, & Creek

$6,093.85/Acre

LLAND 
FFORR  
SSALE 

Cedar Falls Office 
319.234.1949
www.Hertz.ag

887.000 Acres,, M/LL   
BBentonn County 

 

SW of La Porte City

86.00 Crop Acres with 
73.40 CSR2

Well-Maintained Farm with 
Good Drainage and Use of 

Terraces

$11,900/Acre
DELAWARE CO. – NEW LISTING! Located NE of Delhi. 68.46 Acres. 
Well-maintained pasture with mature trees, creek and 10.89 crop acres 
with a 70.50 CSR2. $7,950/acre.
DELAWARE CO. – NEW LISTING! Located NE of Delhi. 40.54 Acres. 
38.51 crop acres with an 86.20 CSR2. $16,750/acre.
DELAWARE CO. – NEW LISTING! Located NE of Delhi. 120.08 Acres. 
115.64 crop acres with a 42.40 CSR2. $12,950/acre.
DELAWARE CO. – NEW LISTING! Located NE of Delhi. 113.14 Acres. 
104.59 crop acres with a 51.70 CSR2. Includes a building site and a nice 
5-bedroom, 2-full bath, 2-half bath home. $16,750/acre.
LINN CO. – 43.93 Acres on the east side of Center Point. Well-timbered 
lot with direct access to nature trail. $27,500/acre.

 LLAND 
FFORR SALE 

MMountt Vernonn •• 319--8895--888588 •• wwww.Hertz.ag 
All Acres are ‘More or Less’ unless noted

Also Offering Professional Farm Management & Appraisal

AACREAGEE FORR SALEE 
DELAWARE CO. – 1.75 Ac. Must 
see! Well-appointed, one-story, 
brick home on 1.75 acres along 
hard-surfaced road. 4,239 ft2
finished living space with 2 main-
level bedrooms, 3½ bathrooms & 2 

non-conforming bedrooms below. 
Sauna, billiards room, indoor 
putting green, built-ins, fireplace & 
more!        2290 Jefferson Rd.

Manchester
$525,000.00

• Steel/Asphalt Roofi ng
• Metal/Vinyl Siding
• Pole Building
• Gutters

563-920-0579563-920-0579

Free Estimates Bonded and InsuredBonded and Insured

1232 120th Street1232 120th Street
Fairbank, IA 50629Fairbank, IA 50629

John Hershberger
CCONSTRUCTION, ONSTRUCTION, LLCLLC

CALL TODAY FOR A FREE ESTIMATECALL TODAY FOR A FREE ESTIMATE

APARTMENTS For RentFor Rent
On-site Laundry

Belle Plaine Village Apartments

- 1 & 2 BR Apartments
- Water, Garbage, Sewer provided

62 years of age or older, handicap/disabled regardless of age
“This institution is an equal opportunity

provider and employer.”

1-800-383-5204

Rent based on 30% of adjusted income.

1453 120th Street, Hazleton, IA 50641  |  319-238-9653
Hours: Mon.-Sat. 8am-5pm    Kauffman Family

We strive to do our best in helping you with your yard, patio, 
and sunroom furnishings, so you can enjoy style and comfort year after year.

DURABLE
Our products will not 

splinter, crack, chip, 
peel or rot and are 

impervious to insects

LOW MAINTENANCE
No painting, staining or 
waterproofing required

COLOR STABLE
Rich colors stay 

brilliant thanks to 
built-in UV Protection

EASY TO CLEAN
Do not stain or accumulate 
dirt and are easily cleaned 

with soap and water

PRAIR IE

HUGE 
SELECTION OF 

INVENTORY 
IN STOCK!

WeWe sstrtrivivee toto ddddoo ouourr bebeststt iiiinn hehellplpiiningg yoyouu wiwithth yyouourr yyardd, papapaaaapatititititititititititititititioooooo,o,

Henry & Mary Beth

• Jams and Jellies • Crafts
• Unfilled Planters & Baskets  

• Pickles & Pickled Beets 
• Fertilizer & more!

Fruit and shade trees, 
red and black raspberries, 
strawberry plants, rhubarb

& asparagus roots.

We accept Cash or check only!
Gift Cards are available!

GREENHOUSE VARIETY STORE

etweilersetweilersDD
GREENHOUSE IS OPENING APRIL 15TH!

Bring in your 
baskets and we will 
pot them for you!

Bubblegum Petunias

Open Monday-Saturday: 8 am to 5 pm

1401 140th St., Fairbank, IA
319-635-2971

Closed on May 14th

• Huge variety of hanging baskets, 
planters, annuals & perennials.

• Vegetable & bedding plants 
and onion sets

• Many varieties of  
peppers & tomatoes!

319.505.3938
1501 Fairbank Amish Blvd., Hazleton, IA 50641

• Metal • Flat • Roof Coating • Outbuildings
Siding • Pole Buildings

CALL FOR A FREE ESTIMATE

GINGERICH
al • Flat • Roof Coating • Outbuildings

VINTON COUNSELING SERVICES
Serving Couples, Families & Individuals

Nicholas S. Fisher
Licensed Marriage and Family Therapist

203 E. 4th St., Vinton
319-472-4499

Virginia Gay Hospital is exploring opportunities to 

expand rehabilitation and wellness services in the 

Atkins-area community—and we want to

hear from you.

As part of this planning process, we 
are gathering feedback from residents 
about:

• Access to Physical Therapy and the need
for expanded services

•
and Speech Therapy

• Challenges related to distance,
scheduling, and availability

•

Take Our Community Survey
Scan the QR code or visit:

open to adults, parents, caregivers and 
seniors living in Atkins, 

401 Cardinal Ave, Atkins, IA 52206
Wednesday, April 8 | 3:00 - 6:00 PM (Come & Go)

REAL ESTATE

Peace of mind & early 
detection - Now more 
than ever, it’s impor-
tant to get screened for 
Stroke & Cardiovascular 
Disease risk. Life Line 
Screening is simple & 
painless. 833-970-4172

END YOUR TAX WORRIES 
TODAY. Let us make your 
tax problem our priority. 
Scared, stuck with high 
tax amounts? Our A+ tax 
professionals can help. 
Call for a FREE consulta-
tion. Call Priority Tax now 
1-877-353-1295 (mcn)
TOP DOLLAR PAID for old 
vintage guitars! Gibson, 
Fender, Martin, Grecsch, 
Rickenbacker, Epiphone, 
Etc. 1930’s to 1980’s. Call 
866-433-8277
Need cash quickly? We 
buy houses in any con-
dition. Get a fair cash of-
fer within 24 hours! Call 
today. Liz Buys Houses: 
833-359-4707
Portable oxygen concen-
trator may be covered by 
Medicare! Reclaim inde-
pendence & mobility w/
the compact design & 
long-lasting battery. Ino-
gen One free info kit! 877-
305-1535

Consumer Cellular - same reliable, na-
tionwide coverage as large carriers. 
No long-term contract or hidden fees, 
free activation. All plans unlimited talk 
& text starting at just $20/mo. 877-751-
0866

Become a published author. We want 
to read your book! Dorrance Publish-
ing trusted since 1920. Consultation, 
production, promotion & distribution. 
Free author`s guide 877-729-4998 or 
dorranceinfo.com/ads

GOT AN UNWANTED CAR??? DONATE 
IT TO PATRIOTIC HEARTS. Fast free pick 
up. Patriotic Hearts' programs help 
veterans find work or start their own 
business. Call 24/7: 1-833-485-1046. 
(mcn)

WATER & FIRE DAMAGE 
RESTORATION. Our trusted 
professionals will restore 
your home to protect your 
family and your home’s 
value! Call 24/7: 1-833-879-
1480. Mold Remediation 
services are also available! 
(mcn)

JACUZZI BATH REMODEL 
can install a new, custom 
bath or shower in as little 
as one day. For a limited 
time, waiving ALL instal-
lation costs! (Additional 
terms apply. Subject to 
change and vary by dealer. 
(Off er ends 12/27/26.) Call 
1-855-414-0768 (mcn)

AUDIEN HEARING. The 
world’s first hearing aid 
with touchscreen controls. 
No tiny buttons, apps or 
prescriptions. 45-day risk 
free trial. Free shipping. 
Lifetime support. More 
than 1.5 million happy cus-
tomers. Call Audien 1-866-
698-3418 (mcn)
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MITCH’S 
AUTO BODY

Follow us on
Facebook!

We work with ALL insurance companies
 We handle the entire process for you from start to finish.

Free estimates/No appointment necessary
We follow all OEM procedures  -  PDR (PAINTLESS DENT REPAIR)

Windshield Replacement

QUICK TURN AROUND TIMES!
AS A CUSTOMER YOUR RIGHT IS TO HAVE YOUR 
VEHICLE REPAIRED AT ANY REPUTABLE SHOP!

2293 58th St, Vinton

W k ith ALLL i iW k ith ALL i i
LIFETIME WARRANTY ON ALL PAINT AND REPAIRS

Now Hiring: Part-Time City Clerk/Treasurer – City of Keystone
The City of Keystone is looking for a 

detail-oriented and organized individual 

to serve as our part-time City Clerk/Treasurer.

This role supports the day-to-day operations of the City, including:

· Financial management & reporting
· Payroll & utility billing

· Meeting agendas & minutes
· Recordkeeping & public communication

· Supporting the Mayor, City Council, and residents
· A more detailed description of job duties is available upon request

What we’re looking for:
Strong organizational skills, attention to detail, and comfort with computers and office 

systems. Prior administrative or municipal experience is a plus, but not required.
Competitive hourly pay based on experience

To apply: Send your résumé, cover letter, and references by May 6, 2026 to:

City of Keystone – Hiring Committee
PO Box 215, Keystone, IA  52249 · keyclerk@netins.net

Open until May 6, 2026

108 E. 5th St., Vinton • 319-472-3303
ads@vintonnewspapers.com

Hours: Monday-Friday 8:30-4:30 

Ad Deadline

Friday at Noon

Brooke Salger, Human Resources Director
Virginia Gay Hospital • 502 N. 9th Ave., Vinton, IA 52349 or email: bsalger@vghinc.com

Please apply online at myvgh.org as instructed or send resume to:

We Are HIRING SIGN-ON SIGN-ON 
BONUSES BONUSES 

AVAILABLEAVAILABLE

319-472-6200319-472-6200
www.myvgh.orgwww.myvgh.org

An Equal Opportunity Employer

HOSPITAL:
• Food Associate FT, 5am to 

1:30pm.
• Food Associate FT, 11:30 to 8pm.
• A/R Specialist FT M-F, Primary 

duty is posting insurance/patient 
payments. within the EPIC EHR 
System.  Basic insurance knowledge 
preferred.

• LPN/RN FT 12N with 1 weekend 
every 12 weeks.

• RN/LPN PRN as needed.

INDEPENDENCE CITY WIDE

Call 319-334-2557
Or stop by our office at 900 5th Ave. NE, Independence

Ads may also be emailed to: ads@bulletinjournal.com

All ads must be pre-paid. Visa/MasterCard & Discover accepted.

All Ads Will Appear In the Following 
Publications:

• Bulletin Journal April 18 & 22 • Shopper’s Reminder April 20
• Oelwein Daily Register April 18 & 22

 Cost is $25.00 for up to 10 words —  20¢ a word thereafter.

APRIL 23-25, 2026
Ad Deadline: April 15 @ Noon

PLACE YOUR PRE-PAID AD WITH THE
BULLETIN JOURNAL!

Call 319-334-2557 or stop by our office. 
You can also email ads to ads@bulletinjournal.com

HELP WANTED
Accountant

East-Central Iowa REC is hiring an Accountant to be 
located at our headquarters in Urbana. This position 

supports the Cooperative’s financial operations through 
a variety of accounting, reporting, and compliance 
activities, including general ledger work, financial 
reporting, and assisting with audits and budgets.

 
For complete job details and instructions on how to apply, please visit our website at 

www.ecirec.coop/careers. Applications will be accepted through Friday, April 24th.

2400 Bing Miller Lane, Urbana | www.ecirec.coop | 877-850-4343

NOTICE020

U r b a n a C h r i s t i a n
Church

APARTMENTS 
FOR RENT200

LIVEWIRE CLASSIFIEDS
STATE
WIDES040 STATE

WIDES040
Does your basement or crawl 
space need some attention? 
Call Thrasher Foundation 
Repair! A permanent solu-
tion for waterproofing, failing 
foundations, sinking concrete 
and nasty crawl spaces. FREE 
Inspection & Same Day Esti-
mate. $250 off ANY project with 
code GET250. Call 1-866-554-
1730

Prepare for power outages 
today with a Generac Home 
Standby Generator. Act now 
to receive a FREE 5-Year war-
ranty with qualifying purchase. 
Call 1-855-954-5087 today to 
schedule a free quote. It’s not 
just a generator. It’s a power 
move.

IF YOU OR A LOVED ONE SUF-
FERED INJURY/DEATH because 
of a Boston Scientific PACE-
MAKER, you may be entitled 
to compensation. Call Attorney 
Charles Johnson 800/535-5727

POLICE OFFICER: The Indi-
anola Police Department is 
now accepting applications 
for Police Officer. Apply online 
at this link: https://indiano-
laiowa.applicantpro.com/jobs  , 
choose Police Officer. Deadline 
04/24/2026 EOE

Jacuzzi Bath Remodel can 
install a new, custom bath or 
shower in as little as one day. 
For a limited time, waiving ALL 
installation costs! (Additional 
terms apply. Subject to change 
and vary by dealer. Offer ends 
12/27/26.) Call 1-866-456-3917

Audien Hearing. The world’s 
first hearing aid with touch-
screen controls. No tiny but-
tons, apps or prescriptions. 
45-day risk free trial. Free ship-
ping. Lifetime support. More 
than 1.5 million happy custom-
ers. Call Audien 1-855-304-1545

Spr ing
  Car Care
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