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Wapsie Valley

Produce Auction LLC

1500 120th St., Hazleton (Junct. of C-57 & W-13)
319-238-0149

Flower & Produce 
Auction

Every Tuesday & Friday 
    at 10:30 AM   Starting April 21st

Multi Estate Auction
Sunday, May 17 • 11:30 AM

This is a Live in Person Auction

JOEL SCHMITZ AUCTION SERVICE
Ph: 319-443-2506 • 319-521-4145

www.gotoauction.com/companies/view/2914/

Schmitz Auction Center
Located 3 Miles West of Urbana,  Ia. on  

Hwy 150 then 1.6 Miles North on 29th Ave.  
5332-29th Ave, Vinton, Iowa

Tractors:  Allis Chalmers D17 w/ AC Loader; Allis Chalmers G; 
Troy-Bilt Mustang 54 Zero Turn Mower w/ 25Hp Kohler 280Hrs;  All 3 
Runs Good. Tractors for Parts or Repair:  Allis Chalmers WD45; Allis 

Chalmers B; 4 John Deere unstyled A’s ;  John Deere 420 High Crop, 
John Deere unstyled B;  John Deere 3-4-&5 Bottom 3 Point Hitch 

Plows;John Deere 3 Bottom Plow;John Deere 2 Bottom Plow on Steel; 
Allis Chalmers 2 Bottom Plow on Steel;6’ 3 Point Disc needs work; 6’ 

3 Point Ford Flail Mower; 6’ 3 Point Blade; John Deere 265 Lawn Trac-
tor; Craftsman YT 3000. Lots of Tools  Inc. Welders, Tourches, Power 

& Hand Tools. New Tires: 2-11.2x38; 2-12.4x36; 4- 6.00x16 3 Rib; 
2-5.50x16;1-7.50 x16 3 Rib; Used Tires: 2-11.2x38;2-15.5x38 Lumber  

Farm Toys & John Deere Credit Union Banks
To Be Sold by others: Great Plaines 15’ No Till Drill; John Deere 950 
Diesel Tractor 3 Point 2100 Hrs. 1972 Shell Lake 14’ Tri Bottom Boat 

w/ 20 Chrysler Motor& Trailer;
Owner: Glen Quint Estate & Others

EDITOR/REPORTER EDITOR/REPORTER 
WANTEDWANTED

Vinton Newspaper‘s, an award-winning newspaper, 

is looking for a motivated editor/reporter to join 

our team. This position is ideal for a strong writer 

with a passion for local journalism and community 

storytelling. Responsibilities include: reporting on 

local news and events, writing and editing articles, 

meeting deadlines and working closely with 

contributors to produce a quality weekly newspaper. 

To apply, please send your résumé and 

cover letter to publisher

 Tracy Cummings at 

tracycummings@oelweindailyregister.com

Emmett Donnelly Auctioneering 
& Appraisal Service

1. Full service marketing of ag land, farm equipment, estates, 
household, firearms, sportsmen.

2. Certified General Real Estate Property Appraiser. Ag Land, 
Commercial & Residential.

3. An experienced professional who is willing to assist you with all 
your auction and appraisal needs.

4. Offering live, internet bidding and timed online.
5. If you’re considering an auction or need an appraisal - Call today 

for your free personal consultation!
www.donnellyauction.com

514 13th Ave. NE, Independence, IA 50644
319-334-6122  |  319-404-5005

LINN CO. – NEW LISTING! 74.08 acres located west of Coggon. 73.06 
crop acres with a 76.10 CSR2. $14,750/acre.
LINN CO. – NEW LISTING! 80.00 acres located west of Coggon. 77.56 
crop acres with an 83.40 CSR2. Includes a 56’ x 76’ barn. $15,200/acre.
LINN CO. – 43.93 Acres on the east side of Center Point. Well-timbered 
lot with direct access to nature trail. $27,500/acre.
LINN CO. – 41.00 Acres with attractive, 3 bed/2 bath home & fully modern 
cattle facility including office & onsite feed storage. Located 6 mi. N of 
Marion/3 mi. SE of Central City.

1350 Waubeek Rd., Central City - $1,150,000.00
SCOTT CO. – 55.18 Acres in Davenport along I-280. 45.09 crop acres with an 
80.20 CSR2. $16,500/acre.

 LAND 
FORR SALE 

Mountt Vernonn •• 319-8895-888588 •• www.Hertz.ag 
All Acres are ‘More or Less’ unless noted

Also Offering Professional Farm Management & Appraisal

AACREAGESS FORR SALEE 
DELAWARE CO. – 1.75 ACRES 
Must see! Well-appointed, one-
story, brick home on 1.75 acres 
along hard-surfaced road. 4,239 ft2
finished living space with 2 main-
level bedrooms, 3½ bathrooms & 2 
non-conforming bedrooms below. 
Sauna, billiards room, indoor 
putting green, built-ins, fireplace & 
more!

2290 Jefferson Rd., Manchester
$494,500.00

LINN CO. – 5.26 ACRES with 
spacious two-story home offering 
2,245 SF with 4 bedrooms and 2 
baths. Features include updated 
vinyl windows, hardwood floors, 
fireplace, and a 2008 addition. 
Attached garage, deck, and 
multiple utility buildings with 
electric, heat, and ample storage 
complete this versatile property. 

NEW LISTING!
5718 Quality Ridge Rd., Coggon

$439,500.00
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Brooke Salger, Human Resources Director
Virginia Gay Hospital • 502 N. 9th Ave., Vinton, IA 52349 or email: bsalger@vghinc.com

Please apply online at myvgh.org as instructed or send resume to:

We Are HIRING
SIGN-ON SIGN-ON 

BONUSES BONUSES 
AVAILABLEAVAILABLE

319-472-6200319-472-6200
www.myvgh.orgwww.myvgh.org

An Equal Opportunity Employer

HOSPITAL:
• Food Associate FT, 11:30 to 8pm & every other 

weekend
• A/R Specialist FT M-F, Primary duty is posting 

insurance/patient payments within the EPIC EHR 
System.  Basic insurance knowledge preferred.

• Patient Registration Clerk (CCO) Primary
duties are registering patients, working with 
various professional and ancillary staff, 
answer main switchboard and other phones. PRN, 
Primarily 2nd & 3rd Shift.

• LPN/RN FT 12N with 1 weekend every 12 weeks.
• RN/LPN PRN as needed.

CLINIC:
• RN/LPN/CMA/MA, M-F 8 to 5 with rotating Saturday 

8 to noon, No holidays.

Hwy. 218 North, Vinton, IA  •  Hwy. 218 North, Vinton, IA  •  319-472-4734  •  800-273-4734319-472-4734  •  800-273-4734

HELP WANTED
ADMINISTRATIVE ASSISTANT

• Full time position, Mon-Fri.
Receptionist with accounting data entry, answer phone calls and redirect as 
needed, excellent communication skills required.
• Greet and assist customers when they arrive at the office.
• Title clerk, payroll entries
• Ability to learn dealership accounting program
• Knowledge of bookkeeping principles
• Monitor office supplies, work with banking representatives on vehicle advances.

APPLY IN PERSON

NOTICE020

U r b a n a Ch r i s t i a n
Church

NOTICE020

APARTMENTS 
FOR RENT200

GARAGE SALES348NOTICE020

LIVEWIRE CLASSIFIEDS

STATE
WIDES040

Audien Hearing. The world’s 
first hearing aid with touch-
screen controls. No tiny but-
tons, apps or prescriptions. 
45-day risk free trial. Free ship-
ping. Lifetime support. More 
than 1.5 million happy custom-
ers. Call Audien 1-855-304-1545

SALUTE TOSALUTE TO
BEEF PRODUCERSBEEF PRODUCERS

Pages 5-8Pages 5-8

PART-TIME SPORTS WRITER PART-TIME SPORTS WRITER 
WANTEDWANTED

Vinton Newspaper‘s, an award-winning newspaper, 

is looking for a motivated part-time sports writer to 

join our team. This position is ideal for a good writer 

with a passion for local high school sports and able to 

take sports photos. Responsibilities include: attending 

local high school sporting events and taking photos, 

writing and editing articles and meeting deadlines to 

produce a quality weekly newspaper. 

To apply, please send your résumé and 

cover letter to publisher

 Tracy Cummings at 

tracycummings@oelweindailyregister.com

REACH...

for a 
great buy 

in the 
Classifieds.

VINTON

NEWSPAPERS

319.472.2311
com
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Dan 319-560-2330 Dan 319-560-2330 
 Kathy 319-560-2210 Kathy 319-560-2210

DAN KAESTNER

Homes  •  Land  •  Auction

dkaestner@iowarealty.com • www.DanKaestner.iowarealty.com

LOT LISTINGS

2356 Hwy 21, Dysart
5.8 acres with 3 br 2 bath 1.5 story home.  30x50 

steel machine shed, 24x26 heated business, 30x32 
heated shop and 15x20 livestock shed.  Rural water. 

$305,000

405 D Ave., Atkins
Spacious 3 br, 3 bath  ranch with 2 non-

conforming br in LL. Gas fireplace,3 season 
room, 2 car garage. $349,900

SALE PENDING!
SALE PENDING!

Farmland 31st Ave., Shellsburg
240 acres m/l. Hard Surface. Potential to split 

acres. Call for more details
$8500 an acre. 

SALE PENDING!
SALE PENDING!

410 Cottage St SW  Shellsburg
Quick possession. Double lot, 2 car 

garage, affordable ranch
$139,000 

SALE PENDING!
SALE PENDING! NEW LISTING

618 Evergreen St Norway
Great starter home close to Norway BB 

field, ranch, 1 car garage  
$129,000 

Condo on the WATER

6935 Waterview Dr SW Cedar Rapids
Great views from this 3 br, 3 bath stand-

alone ranch condo with finished LL and 4 
seasons room. 2 car attached

$345,000 

SALE PENDING!
SALE PENDING!

1598 Hwy 20, Belle Plaine . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .SOLD

3127 61st Ln., Shellsburg . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .SOLD

103 Walnut St., Van Horne . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .SOLD

201 Grove St. NW, Shellsburg. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .SOLD

150 Thompson Dr. SE, Unit 318, 
Cedar Rapids

Ranch style 2 br updated condo, 
move in ready, garage. $139,000 

SALE PENDING!
SALE PENDING!

Mike Barnes, Broker, 319-560-1810  ListedByMikeB@gmail.com
Connie Barnes, Realtor, 319-981-6221  SoldByConnieB@gmail.com
Tessa Barnes, Realtor, 515-537-3183  TBarnesRealEstate@gmail.com

418 1st Ave., 
Vinton, Iowa 52349

NOW PART OF THE
CEDAR RAPIDS MLS AND THE
CEDAR FALLS/WATERLOO MLS

NEW  LISTING
614 E. 4th St., Vinton

3-bedroom fourth 

nonconforming, two full bath.

$229,000

WHERE HONESTY & INTEGRITY COME FIRST.
The Real Estate Partner You Can Trust!

80 acres of Benton County Farmland  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  SOLD
171.8 acres m/l of Benton County Farmland, Kane Township  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . SOLD

ACREAGE - PRICE REDUCED!
2975 275th St., Clutier

10.68 Acres This is a beautiful county 
setting with a 1.5 story, 4 bedroom home. 
Original woodwork, hardwood floors, new metal 
roof 2020 & foundation spray foam 2023. Vinyl 
siding, some new windows. Large deck. PWA 
rural water, immediate possession! $295,000. 
REDUCED to $285,000

NEW LISTING!! 
317 Main St Clutier

This is a great opportunity to own a duplex 
that has potential for very good return. 
There is a main floor apartment that has 
two bedrooms and one bath. There is an 

upstairs apartment that could have 3 bedrooms and one bath. There is also a garage that 
can be rented. Could use some paint, floor coverings and a few updates and then would 
make 2 nice rentals. Should give a buyer a nice ROI. Only $69,500!!

NEW LISTING!! 
2159 200th St., Traer

Beautiful country acreage, 4.78 acres, re-
cently remodelled 1.5 story, 4 bdrm home, 
with a formal dining room, a spacious liv-
ing room, a family/sun-room with bright 
natural lighting and a very nice eat-in 
kitchen. Main floor laundry and office. Out-

side a heated & cooled 30’ x 40’ shop/garage with a car hoist, a 24’ x 24’ 2 stall garage, 
a 15’ x 23’ garden shed. Then a 30’ x 40’ garage/storage building with a partially/sheet-
rocked finished 2nd level with possibilities!!! New plants and trees planted all around 
the yard!! For the people looking for garages, shops, storage and sheds, this acreage 
has it all!  $397,500!!

NEW LISTING!! 
1003 Clark St., Dysart

 Very well cared for 1.5 story, 3 bedroom, 1.5 
bath home! Recent improvements include 
a covered deck, chain-link partially fenced 
yard, new breaker box, new pex waterlines 
and mostly new sewer lines in the base-
ment. Includes all appliances, main floor 

laundry, mostly newer windows & storage shelving. Oversized insulated 2+ stall garage 
with heat & AC, a bathroom, a bar, sink, built-in gas stove top. Also storage shelves, cabi-
nets and many unique signs and items through-out the garage. For the person looking 
for the ultimate garage, this is it!! Located close to schools, daycare & pool. Great com-
munity with events & activities throughout the year!! $189,500!!

 DAVID WRAGE, BROKER
Office 319-476-7070 • 800-796-8488

Cell 319-640-8388
FARM LAND WANTED IN ALL AREAS!!

 We have buyers ready - call us soon while the market is still strong.

NEW LISTING!!
1008 Wilson St., Dysart

This 1.5 story, 3 to 4 bedroom home comes with 
a nice two stall garage, newer furnace & AC, a 
newer roof & updated vinyl siding. Located close 
to schools & daycare. Nice corner lot. Main floor 
laundry. Screened in patio. Upstairs could use 

some updating, but offers lots of extra space. Only $129,000!!! Price Reduced $119,000

PRICE REDUCED!
702 S Main St., Dysart

Beautiful Historic Brick Home that has just 
been renovated and updated from top to 
bottom. Everything from walls refurbished, to 

new electrical and light fixtures, to flooring, plus much more! 3 bedroom, 1.75 baths & main 
floor laundry. Very nice original woodwork with ceiling beams, built-in china hutch, sun-room 
with French doors and leaded glass windows. 2 stall garage plus a carport, almost a 1/2 acre 
corner lot, located next to city park. Exterior trim & woodwork freshly painted!!  Move-in 
Condition!!   $289,000!!! PRICE REDUCED $284,000

SOLDSOLDSOLDSOLD

FIND THE HOME YOULove

Amanda Brant REALTOR 319-241-3999

Erin Allen REALTOR 319-551-0980 

Michelle Medberry REALTOR 319-329-3829

5590 22nd Ave, Vinton $330,000
4 bed, 2 bath, 4 car workshop with additional 1 car garage

Acreage, top to bottom remodel, gorgeous home

OPEN SUNDAY, MAY 17 | 11AM-1PM

OPEN SUNDAY, MAY 17 | 11AM-1PM

OPEN SUNDAY, MAY 17 | 11:30AM-1PM

OPEN SUNDAY, MAY 17 | 11AM-12:30PM

516 E 4th St, Vinton $212,000
3BR/2BA, Updated home on a corner lot. Bright, open layout with 

spacious dining area.  Heated & cooled 2-car garage with workbench. 

903 E 12th St, Vinton $209,500
3 bed, 1 bath, 1 car attached garage

1800+ sf ft and huge sunroom!

2375 55th St Dr, Vinton $700,000
5 bed, 2 bath, 2 car attached garage

25+ scenic acres and outbuildings!

Licensed Realtors in the State of Iowa - 5408 Blairs Forest Way NE, Cedar Rapids, IA 52402

319.505.3938
1501 Fairbank Amish Blvd., Hazleton, IA 50641

• Metal • Flat • Roof Coating • Outbuildings
Siding • Pole Buildings

CALL FOR A FREE ESTIMATE

GINGERICH
al • Flat • Roof Coating • Outbuildings

VINTON COUNSELING SERVICES
Serving Couples, Families & Individuals

Nicholas S. Fisher
Licensed Marriage and Family Therapist

203 E. 4th St., Vinton
319-472-4499

at 4pm!
Great Food.  Cold Drinks.  Good Times.  Everybody’s Welcome.

Blairstown’s New Favorite Spot!

Meat Locker Bar & Grill

REAL ESTATEPeace of mind & early detection - Now 
more than ever, it’s important to get 
screened for Stroke & Cardiovascular Dis-
ease risk. Life Line Screening is simple & 
painless. 833-970-4172

Portable oxygen concentrator may be cov-
ered by Medicare! Reclaim independence 
& mobility w/the compact design & long-
lasting battery. Inogen One free info kit! 
877-305-1535

Reach millions of homes nationwide with one easy, aff ord-
able buy in the ADS Network! For more information www.
communitypublishers.com/category/all-products

Donate Your Car to Veterans Today! Help and Support our 
Veterans. Fast - FREE pick up. 100% tax deductible. Call 800-
245-0398

TOP DOLLAR PAID for old vintage guitars! Gibson, Fender, 
Martin, Grecsch, Rickenbacker, Epiphone, Etc. 1930’s to 
1980’s. Call 866-433-8277

WE BUY HOUSES for Cash 
AS-IS! No repairs. No 
fuss. Any condition. Easy 
process: Call, get cash 
off er and get paid. Call to-
day for your fair cash of-
fer: 1-888-715-0513. (mcn)
Need cash quickly? We 
buy houses in any con-
dition. Get a fair cash of-
fer within 24 hours! Call 
today. Liz Buys Houses: 
833-359-4707
Become a published 
author. We want to read 
your book! Dorrance 
Publishing trusted since 
1920. Consultation, pro-
duction, promotion & dis-
tribution. Free author`s 
guide 877-729-4998 or 
dorranceinfo.com/ads
No more cleaning gut-
ters. Guaranteed! Leaf-
Filter backed by no-clog 
guarantee & lifetime war-
ranty. Call 1-833-610-1936 
to schedule FREE inspec-
tion/estimate. Get 15% off  
your entire order. Military 
& Seniors get additional 
10% off . Limited time. Re-
strictions apply, see rep 
for details.
Replace your roof w/the 
best looking & longest 
lasting material steel 
from Erie Metal Roofs! 
3 styles/multiple colors 
available. Guaranteed to 
last a lifetime! Limited 
time off er up to 50% off  
install + additional 10% 
off  install military, health 
& 1st responders. 833-
370-1234

Consumer Cellular - same reliable, nationwide coverage as 
large carriers. No long-term contract or hidden fees, free 
activation. All plans unlimited talk & text starting at just 
$20/mo. 877-751-0866
WANT TO BUY your manufactured or mobile home 1990 
and newer CENTURY HOMES of OSKALOOSA 641-672-2344 
(mcn)
Get a break on your taxes! Donate your car, truck, or SUV 
to assist the blind and visually impaired. Arrange a swift, 
no-cost vehicle pickup and secure a generous tax credit 
for 2025. Call Heritage for the Blind Today at 1-855 977-7030 
today! (mcn)
DIRECTV- All your entertainment. Nothing on your roof! 
Sign up for Directv and get your first three months of Max, 
Paramount+, Showtime, Starz, MGM+ and Cinemax includ-
ed. Choice package $84.99/mo. Some restrictions apply. 
Call DIRECTV 1-866-296-1409. (mcn)

HIRING: COMMUNITY REPORTER Join the Newton News 
team! We seek an accurate, curious reporter with a valid 
driver's license to cover Jasper County. AP style and pho-
tography experience preferred. Apply: hr@newtondaily-
news.com. (mcn)
END YOUR TAX WORRIES TODAY. Let us make your tax prob-
lem our priority. Scared, stuck with high tax amounts? Our 
A+ tax professionals can help. Call for a FREE consultation. 
Call Priority Tax now 1-877-353-1295 (mcn)
PORTABLE OXYGEN CONCENTRATOR May Be Covered by 
Medicare! Reclaim independence and mobility with the 
compact design and long-lasting battery of Inogen One. 
Free information kit! Call 844-716-2411. (mcn)
Donate your car, truck, boat, RV and more to support our 
veterans! Schedule a FAST, FREE vehicle pickup and re-
ceive a top tax deduction! Call Veteran Car Donations at 
1-888-429-2331 today! (mcn)

DENTAL INSURANCE from Physicians Mutual Insurance 
Company. Coverage for 400 plus procedures. Real dental 
insurance - NOT just a discount plan. Do not wait! Call 
now! Get your FREE Dental Information Kit with all the 
details! 1-855-973-9175 www.dental50plus.com/midwest 
#6258 (mcn)
STOP OVERPAYING FOR HEALTH INSURANCE! A recent 
study shows that a majority of people struggle to pay 
for health coverage. Let us show you how much you can 
save. Call Now for a no-obligation quote: 1-888-772-8454. 
You will need to have your zip code to connect to the 
right provider. (mcn)
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Benton County Board of Supervisors
April 28, 2026

The Benton County Board of 
Supervisors met in regular session 
with Supervisors Seeman, Tippet 
and Volz present. Chairman Seeman 
called the meeting to order at 9:00 
a.m. at the Benton County Service 
Center.  Members of the public are 
invited to join in during open session 
or watch the livestream at  https://
www.youtube.com/bentoncounty-
iowa.  Full Resolutions will be avail-
able in the Auditor’s offi  ce and at: 
www.bentoncountyia.gov

Volz moved/Tippett seconded: 
To approve the agenda. Tippett, 
Seeman and Volz voting aye. Motion 
carried. 

Volz moved/Tippett seconded: 

To approve the minutes of Tuesday, 
April 21, 2026. All members voting 
aye. Motion carried. 

Tippett moved/Volz seconded: 
To approve the following EMS Trust 
Fund claims numbered 257235 
through 257238 in the total amount 
of $56,061.51 to the following:

Urbana 1st Responders- 
$1,312.02

Walford 1st Respond-
ers-$7,488.63

Belle Plaine Ambu-
lance-$42,415.28

Garrison 1st Responders- 
$4,845.58

 Seeman and Volz both voting 
aye. Motion carried. 

Tippett Moved/Volz seconded: 

To set public hearing date of Tues-
day, May 19, 2026 at 9:15 a.m. for 
Theodore and Lori Burr within the 
SE ¼ of the NW ¼ and the SW ¼ of 
the NE ¼ of Section 28-82-12. Tip-
pett, Seeman and Volz voting aye. 
Motion carried.

Tippett moved/Volz seconded: 
To approve suspended tax list on 
parcel #s 170-13200, 170-13240, 
120-02700,  870-39800, 240-22500, 
240-30852, 030-44025 and au-
thorize Chairman to sign letter to 
Department of Health and Human 
Services. Tippett, Seeman and Volz 
voting aye. Motion carried. 

Volz moved//Tippett seconded: 
To approve Resolution #26-34, 
Abatement of Taxes on Parcel #s 

270-10040 and 270-07701.  Tippett, 
Volz and Seeman voting aye. Motion 
carried.

Tippett moved/Volz seconded: 
To approve Resolution #26-35, 
2026 Destruction of Noxious Weeds 
deadline is June 1, 2026 per Code of 
Iowa Chapter 317 Noxious Weeds, 
and Iowa Dept. of Agriculture & Land 
Stewardship Administrative Rules 
Chapter 58 . Tippett, Seeman and 
Volz voting aye. Motion carried. 

Eric Schares, Benton County 
Weed Commissioner provided an 
update on his department and also 
explained the noxious weeds public 
notice he will be posting soon.

Tippett moved/Volz seconded: 
To acknowledge the Federal Inmate 

contract between Benton County 
Jail and United States Marshals Ser-
vice for housing federal prisoners 
with a per diem rate of $85.62. Tip-
pett, Seeman and Volz voting aye. 
Motion carried. 

Volz moved/Tippett seconded: 
To approve the Iowa Department of 
Transportation (IDOT) FY27 Second-
ary Roads Budget. Tippett, Seeman 
and Volz voting aye. Motion carried. 

Tippett moved/Volz seconded: 
To approve the IDOT Five Year 
FY27-FY31 Secondary Roads Con-
struction Program. Tippett, Seeman 
and Volz voting aye. Motion carried.

Tippett moved/Volz seconded: 
To approve the IDOT Pre Construc-
tion Agreement 2026-C0199 for 

intersection improvements at US 
HWY 30 to place rumble strips along 
26th Ave, 27th Ave, 30th Ave, 32nd 
Ave and 33rd Ave. in an estimated 
amount of $10,690.76. Tippett, See-
man and Volz voting aye. Motion 
carried. 

Engineer reminded the Board 
that the dust control deadline to sign 
up is Friday, May 1, 2026.

Tippett moved/Volz seconded: 
To adjourn meeting at 10:03 a.m. 
Tippett, Seeman and Volz voting 
aye. Motion carried.

Tracy Seeman, Chairman
ATTEST: Hayley Rippel, Benton 

County Auditor

CITY OF VINTON  
PUBLIC ANNOUNCEMENT

THE CITY IS PLANNING TO SPRAY FOR 
MOSQUITOES AGAIN THIS SUMMER 

City certified pesticide applicators will spray an ultra 
low volume non thermal aerosol (cold fog) to control 
adult mosquitoes in residential and recreational areas 
and other non-cropland areas where these insects are 
a problem. The city may use KONTROL 4-4, MOSQUITO 
MIST 1.5 ULV or PYROPHOS 1.5. Best results are 
achieved when the temperatures are cooler and the 
wind speed is below 10 mph. The city plans to fog 
Monday and Thursday evenings or early mornings. If 
unable to fog on designated days, Tuesday and Friday 
will be alternate days. 
No special precautions are necessary for 
residents normally, but you may call the 
Mosquito Hot-Line at 1-800-323-5727 
or the City office for information.

APARTMENTS For RentFor Rent
On-site Laundry

Belle Plaine Village Apartments

- 1 & 2 BR Apartments
- Water, Garbage, Sewer provided

62 years of age or older, handicap/disabled regardless of age
“This institution is an equal opportunity

provider and employer.”

1-800-383-5204

Rent based on 30% of adjusted income.

BEING A MOM IS TOUGH 
–BUT SO ARE YOU.

VISIT: yourlifeiowa.org
CALL: (855) 581-8111
TEXT: (855) 895-8398

If you are using alcohol, cannabis and/or other 
drugs to cope with stress or trauma, you are 

not alone. Courage is asking for support.

Melinda Schoettmer
for Treasurer

I have had voters ask what the role of County 

Treasurer is. Many understand the office’s basic 

duties of collecting property taxes, providing motor 

vehicle services, and handling driver’s license and 

identification services, but there is so much more 

that happens behind the scenes that the treasurer is 

responsible for:

As Benton County Treasurer, I am responsible for 

the management and oversight of the county’s 

financial operations. This includes the daily 

collections, receipting, balancing, and depositing of 

all county funds into the appropriate accounts. Accounts are monitored daily and I 

ensure that funds are transferred as needed to meet payroll and claims obligations, 

while maintaining strict financial accountability.  I invest public funds safely to 

generate additional income for the county and work closely with other county 

departments to support budgeting and operations.

In addition, I maintain the property tax collection system, including the collection 

process, administration of special assessments, and oversight of all related records. 

I conduct the annual tax sale, process required notices for tax sale certificates, and 

issue tax deeds in accordance with the Iowa Code. As Treasurer I balance, prepare, 

plus review detailed monthly financial reports and disburse collected funds to cities, 

schools, and townships throughout the county. 

As a leader, I provide consistent, experienced, and knowledgeable guidance to a 

team of six employees, ensuring our office delivers excellent customer service and a 

positive experience for the citizens we serve.

Please remember to vote June 2, 2026 in the Primary.

108 E. 5th St., Vinton • 319-472-3303
ads@vintonnewspapers.com

Hours: Monday-Friday 8:30-4:30 

Ad Deadline

Friday at Noon

We’d be so pleased if you would join us for
Mardean Kromminga’s 95th Birthday

CARD SHOWER
She is celebrating May 19th. 

Let’s shower her with love and cheer.
Please send your card in 

c/o Keystone Care Center
250 5th Street Keystone, Ia 52249

Thank you so much!

It’s a small world, 
if you just live in your own.

~ In Print and Online ~ Subscribe today and 
stay in the know!  Call 319-472-2311

See Tuesday’s Vinton Eagle for:
Benton County Students Recognized by Governor Reynolds for 
Academic Excellence.
Cottage Garden Society Donates for Native Plants at Wildcat 
Bluff.
Area Girls Teams Tune-Up for State Qualifier.

See last Friday’s Cedar Valley Times for:
 Vinton-Shellsburg 2026 Viking and Vikette of the Year.
 Cottage Garden Society May 2026 Blue Ribbon Yard.

Five Years In The Making... Vikettes stop CPU, 5-0.

Here’s what you’ve been missing 
from the latest Vinton Newspapers:

VINTON - Casey’s HWY 218, 
Fareway, Kwik Star 

CENTER POINT - Casey’s
Get your copy today!

Give us a try!
3 month subscription for $28

Papers for sale at these convenient locations:

VINTON’S
CITYWIDE
GARAGE 
SALES

  June 5th & 6th

Stop by the Vinton Livewire Office
at 108 E. 5th St. to place your garage sale ad

and be included on the city map in the Livewire.

Ad size 
example
1 col. x 2”

Ad Deadline: Friday, May 29th - Noon

108 E. 5th St., Vinton • 319-472-3303

Ads will be published in the Livewire 
Wed., June 3rd

1 column by 2” ad space
Just $30.00

includes online promotion on 
vintonlivewire.com and 

vintonnewspapers.com with map location.
(limited word count)

CALL NOW
1.866.753.9521 Add’l terms apply. Offer subject to change 

and vary by dealer. Expires 12/27/26.

SPECIAL OFFER

Waiving All
Installation
Costs!

Safety. Style.
Stress-Free 
Installation.

Transform 
Your Bathroom 

and Change 
Your Life.

*Free toilet with purchase and installation of a walk-in tub or walk-in shower only. Offer available while supplies last. 
No cash value. Must present offer at time of purchase. Cannot be combined with any other offer. Market restrictions 

may apply. Offer available in select markets only.  CSLB 1082165  NSCB 0082999  0083445  13VH11096000

FREE TOILET + $1,500 OFF*

For your FREE information kit and
our Senior Discounts, Call Today Toll-Free

1-855-417-1306

PUBLIC NOTICES

Celebration

The World’s First Hearing Aids 
With Touchscreen Controls.
No tiny buttons. No apps. 
No prescriptions.

866-698-3418
to get your 45-day risk free trial.
Call

Atom X

866.296.1409
IVS Holdings

Service subject to DIRECTV terms and 

conditions (see https://www.directv.com/
legal/legal-policy-center/). Available only in 
the U.S. (excludes Puerto Rico and U.S.V.I.). 

Call for details.

Stream DIRECTV - 
no satellite dish 
needed. 

Call 877-228-5789 to schedule
 your free quote today!

CALL NOW

1.855.414.0768 Add’l terms apply. Offer subject to change 
and vary by dealer. Expires 12/27/26.

SPECIAL OFFER

Waiving All
Installation
Costs!

Safety. Style.
Stress-Free 
Installation.

DISCOVER THE BENEFITS OF BELONGING.

Are you publishing a
free paper delivered by mail, 

carrier, or rack? 

sales tools | exclusive training
digital advertising programs | 2x2 ad network that 

turns unsold space into new revenue
LEARN MORE AT MFCP.ORG | 888-899-6327

CONNECT WITH
A NETWORK BUILT

JUST FOR YOU:

Where Free
Papers Deliver

Big Value!

JOIN NOW!

End your tax worries today.

Scared, stuck with high tax amounts? 

877.353.1295
Priority Tax is a private company that identifies qualified consumers who 
require tax assistance. They are not the IRS, nor a State Taxing Authority. They 
are not a debt relief company or attorney referral service. Costs and results will 
vary. RESULTS ARE NOT GUARANTEED. Hiring a tax resolution company is an 
important decision and should not be based solely on advertisements. There is 
no charge for a consultation. Call for complete details.

CALL NOW FOR FREE CONSULTATION!

Instant shade at the touch of a button. 

Enjoy more quality time with family and friends.

Up to 10-Year Limited Warranty. 

Call 1-855-462-2330 now to

Inflation is at 40 year highs. Interest rates are way up. 
Credit Cards. Medical Bills. Car Loans. Do you have $10k 
or more in debt? Call NATIONAL DEBT RELIEF and find out 
how to pay off  your debt for significantly less than what 
you owe! FREE quote: Call 1-866-552-0649. (mcn)

Don't Pay For Covered Home Repairs Again! Our home warranty covers ALL MAJOR SYSTEMS AND APPLIANCES. We stand by our service and if we can't fix it, we'll replace it! Pick the 
plan that fits your budget! Call: 1-833-816-2128. (mcn)

AUDIEN HEARING. The 
world’s first hearing aid 
with touchscreen con-
trols. No tiny buttons, 
apps or prescriptions. 
45-day risk free trial. Free 
shipping. Lifetime sup-
port. More than 1.5 million 
happy customers. Call 
Audien 1-866-698-3418 
(mcn)
JACUZZI BATH REMODEL 
can install a new, custom 
bath or shower in as little 
as one day. For a limited 
time, waiving ALL instal-
lation costs! (Additional 
terms apply. Subject to 
change and vary by deal-
er. (Off er ends 12/27/26.) 
Call 1-855-414-0768 
(mcn)

ATTENTION OXYGEN THERAPY USERS! Discover Oxygen 
Therapy That Moves with You with Inogen Portable Oxy-
gen Concentrators. FREE information kit. Call 1-833-650-
5916. (mcn)

NEED NEW FLOORING? Call today to schedule a FREE 
in-home estimate on Carpeting & Flooring. Call Today! 
1-833-641-6323. (mcn)



A4 -  Vinton Livewire - May 13, 2026 www.vintonlivewire.com Vinton Livewire - May 13, 2026 - A9www.vintonlivewire.com

“Our mission is to foster economic growth and 
community improvement and to promote the Vinton area 

as an attractive place to live, shop, work and play!
Vinton Unlimited • 110 W 3rd St., Vinton, IA 52349

(319) 472-3955 • info@vintonia.org • www.VintonUnlimited.org

Melody 
Snow

Hometown 
Girl and 
Vinton 

Unlimited 
Executive 
Director

"You Belong Here"

Every month I write an article about the importance 
of shopping in Vinton. How staying local plays a 
significant role in our economy. And it’s amazing how 
when we support the success of one business, it often 
supports the success of many. 

But I’ve also come to realize, it’s not just about 
shopping local, it’s about staying local. “Staying local” 
is promoting a lifestyle that recognizes its value and 
shares it with others.  It’s about telling the story of our 
town, celebrating its traditions, and inviting others to 
experience the warmth and connection that come with 
it. When we stay local, we are preserving that identity 
for future generations. 

Creating the community you want to live in doesn’t 
happen by accident—it takes intention, awareness, and a willingness to look beyond 
ourselves. It’s built through everyday decisions: where you shop, how you spend 
your time, and how you show up for others. Attending local events, volunteering, 
and encouraging others to engage all contribute to a thriving, vibrant place to 
call home. Communities grow stronger when people take ownership and pride in 
their surroundings. They grow stronger when they’re working together to create 
opportunities and experiences that reflect shared values.

It’s a blend of tradition and pride, shaped by generations of people who have 
invested their time, energy, and heart into making Vinton what it is today.  It’s not about 
grand gestures—it’s about consistency, compassion, and the understanding that we’re 
all in this together. It’s found in the small choices—welcoming new faces, supporting 
local efforts, and choosing kindness even when it’s not convenient. When people feel 

seen, valued, and supported, the entire community 
benefits. That culture of care becomes something 
people not only notice, but want to be part of.

There is a real privilege in calling a place like this 
home. It’s easy to overlook the everyday moments, 
but those moments are what make Vinton special—
the sense of belonging, the shared history, and the 
collective hope for the future. Not every place offers 
that feeling of connection, and it’s worth recognizing 
and protecting.

A friendly greeting, a helpful recommendation, or 
simply taking the time to make someone feel welcome 
can leave a lasting impression. Let’s be intentional 
about creating positive experiences for everyone who 

walks our streets. After all, the best way to showcase our community is to live out the 
values that make it such a special place to call home.

Our identity, Vinton’s identity, has been shaped by generations of people who have 
contributed to a culture rooted in connection, tradition, and pride. It’s something 
worth celebrating, protecting, and sharing with others. These small, consistent acts 
create a culture of care where people feel valued and supported. It’s found in simple 
gestures—a wave from a neighbor, a familiar greeting, or a shared moment at a 
community event. Small town living offers something truly special: a deep sense of 
belonging. 

There is a true privilege in calling such a place home, in calling Vinton home, and that 
privilege comes with the responsibility to help it grow and flourish. 

Be responsible . . . Stay Local.

Stay Local

Hwy. 218 N.
Vinton, IA

319-472-4734
“Serving your automotive 

needs since 1930.”

McDowells

420 2nd Avenue., Vinton
319-472-2363

www.mcdowellsbuildingmaterials.com
Mon.-Fri. 7 AM-5 PM

Sat. 7 AM-Noon

Building Materials & Rental Center 

319-472-2660
Dean Luze, Owner      

 121 W. 4th Street
Vinton, IA 52349

www.vintonsewing.com

215 1st Ave.
Vinton

319-472-2111

1102 W. 4th Street

Vinton

319-472-2361

111 W. 4th St. • Vinton
Pharmacy Line
319-472-4274

General Merchandise Line
319-472-2100

1002 W. Main St. • Urbana
319-443-6337

www.lagrangepharmacy.com

(319) 472-2311
www.VintonNewspapers.com

Call to have your
business featured here!

www.vintonlivewire.com
www.vintonnewspapers.com

We're Just A Click Away!
View Our E-edition at

Common hood styleLeafFilter®

Tested and proven 
gutter protection.

LeafFilter Gutter Protection

Schedule your free inspection and estimate today!

1-855-595-2102 Promo Code: 285

We install year-round – Exp: 6/30/26

Cannot be combined with any 

Your local propane supplier!

1209 W. D Street • Vinton, IA 52349

319-472-5216 • 800-678-5427

tjgas.com       tsp@tjgas.com

Propane

Appliances

Service

TanksT-J G
A
S

311 South K Avenue, Vinton | 319-830-9996
pam@breakenridgememorials.com   www.BreakenridgeMemorials.com

Located next to Subway

Call Us 
For Your Pumping 

Needs!

319-472-2045 • Cell: 319-560-9320

Karr's Septic ServiceKarr's Septic Service

Certified Installer of On-site Wastewater Treatment SystemsCertified Installer of On-site Wastewater Treatment Systems
Portable Restroom RentalsPortable Restroom Rentals

Inspections • Septic Tank CleaningInspections • Septic Tank Cleaning

New orders only. Does not include material costs. Cannot be combined with any other offer. 
Minimum purchase required. Other restrictions may apply. This is an advertisement placedon 
behalf of Erie Construction Mid-West, Inc (“Erie”). Offer terms and conditions may apply and the 
offer may not be available in your area. If you call the number provided, you consent to being 
contacted by telephone, SMS text message, email, pre-recorded messages by Erie or its affiliates 
and service providers using automated technologies notwithstanding if you are on a DO NOT CALL 
list or register. Please review our Privacy Policy and Terms of Use on homeservicescompliance.
com. All rights reserved. License numbers available at eriehome.com/erielicenses/

Erie Roofing Since 1976

Award-Winning Roofing and Customer Service

LIMITED TIME OFFER

5050%% OFFOFF
Installation

FREE ESTIMATEFREE ESTIMATE 

SCHEDULE TODSCHEDULE TODAY!AY!

Call 1.833.370.1234

CALL TODAY! 1.833.370.1234

MILLER CONSTRUCTIONMILLER CONSTRUCTION
Painting, Roofing, Drywall, Painting, Roofing, Drywall, 

Siding, Decks, Tile & Siding, Decks, Tile & 
Prefinished Hardwood Floors, Prefinished Hardwood Floors, 

Tuckpointing, Replacement Tuckpointing, Replacement 
Windows & Door Windows & Door 

OVER 30 YEARS EXPERIENCEOVER 30 YEARS EXPERIENCE
Free Estimates - Insured - Call Brian at 319-521-3920Free Estimates - Insured - Call Brian at 319-521-3920

Jessica McCormick, GM
jessicam@urbanainn.com

Exit 43 off I-380
5369 Hutton Dr., Urbana, IA 52345

319.443.8888
www.UrbanaInn.com

D & B Tree Service
Darwin Werning, Owner
Tree & Shrub Trimming & Removal

Stump Removal
Portable Stump Grinder Available for 

Hard-to-Reach Areas
Fully Insured - Free Estimates

Year Round Service
3355 Midway Road, 
Marion, Iowa 52302

(319)393-1617 / Cell: (319)560-0785

Member
of

BBB

Used Farm Machinery & Construction Equipment

3008 62nd St. Trail, Shellsburg, Iowa  52332
337 Commercial St. SW Shellsburg

Email: sequipment@aol.com   www.schminkeequipment.com

EquipmentSchminke

Brian Schminke
319-560-4566 319-436-2215 Mitch Schminke

319-560-9206

We Buy, Sell & Trade

Tree Trimming, 
Tree Removal and 
Stump Grinding.

Local and Free quotes. 
You won’t be another 
quote to me, I pride 

myself in providing the 
BEST services possible! 

Fallen Oaks Tree Services
Vinton

(319) 491-4714

GILBERT’S

SEPTIC SERVICESEPTIC SERVICE
319-454-6311

Cell 319-330-6203
•Septic Tank Pumping

•Certified Time of Transfer Septic Inspector
• Excavating  • Inspections  •Risers

•Drain Cleaning   •Repairs   •Troubleshooting
State Licensed - County Approved - Insured
Serving The Area For More Than 40 Years!

Cecil
Gilbert

Blairstown,
Iowa

View our e-edition at
www.vintonlivewire.com or

www.vintonnewspapers.com

We’re just a 
click away!
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SALUTE TO BEEF PRODUCERSSALUTE TO BEEF PRODUCERS

By AMY STOURAC
NEWS@VINTONNEWSPAPERS.COM

As we celebrate Beef Month 
and honor all the Beef Produc-
ers who keep us fed today, it’s 
appropriate to take a look back at 
the cattle industry and how it has evolved 
over the centuries. Even though the cattle 
industry in North America dates back far-
ther than the birth of the United States as a 
nation, there are no breeds of cattle native to 
the U.S. All the breeds raised today were in-
troduced at various points on the industry’s 
timeline. 

Th is timeline is discussed in several arti-
cles, including “From Cowboys To Cattlemen: 
History of the U.S. Cattle Industry,” published 
on the drovers.com website to celebrate Beef 
Month in May, 2023. (Link to the article: drovers.
com/news/industry/cowboys-cattlemen-history-
us-cattle-industry). 

Th roughout the piece, the Drovers editors share 
the history of the cattle industry in our nation, and 
explain the impact of technological advancements on 
the industry, as well as the impact the industry had on 
“shaping the agricultural landscape of the U.S.” Th ey be-
gin by explaining how the production of beef cattle can be 
“traced back to the early 1500s when Spanish explorers 
introduced cattle to the region.”

Th ey also explained how “cattle ranching became an 
integral part of the American agricultural landscape,” 
with the westward expansion of colonies, and how in 
those early years, beef were not raised for consumption, 
but rather “for their hides and tallow.” 

Th e expansion of the railroad in the late 1800s had a 
signifi cant impact on the cattle industry, as well as the in-
vention of refrigerated railcars and the barbed wire fence. 

“Th e vast open ranges of the West provided ideal graz-
ing conditions, and ranchers began focusing on breeding 
cattle for meat production. Th is marked the beginning of 
the modern beef industry in the U.S., characterized by 
large-scale cattle drives and the establishment of sprawl-
ing ranches,” the article states. “Th e early 1900s witnessed 
remarkable advancements in technology, which brought 
signifi cant changes to beef cattle production. Th e intro-
duction of barbed wire fencing revolutionized ranching 
practices by enabling the enclosure of grazing lands and 
reducing confl icts between cattle ranchers. Additionally, 
the invention of refrigerated railcars facilitated the trans-
portation of beef over long distances, expanding the mar-
ket reach and boosting the industry’s growth.”

In the mid 1900’s the cattle industry shifted again with 
“the widespread adoption of feedlot systems” for raising 
cattle. With this change came changes in cattle genetics.  

“Ranchers began selectively breeding cattle with traits 
that favored faster growth and higher meat yields. Th is 
practice, combined with improved nutrition and veteri-
nary care, resulted in a signifi cant increase in beef pro-
duction and improved the overall quality of meat avail-
able to consumers.” (drovers.com)

Another view of the history of the cattle industry can 

be found in the article, “Historical Review 
of the U.S. Beef Cattle Industry” writ-
ten by Mark Johnson of Oklahoma State 
University Extension. (Link to article: 
swnydlfc.cce.cornell.edu/submission.

php?id=1810&crumb=livestock). 
In his look through the historical 

lens of beef production, Johnson 
shares some interesting facts about 

the various breeds of cattle through-
out the centuries and about what life was like for the cow-
boys on the cattle drives of the Old West.

According to Johnson, the “fi rst cattle were introduced 
by explorers and settlers from Spain and England centu-
ries ago.” 

“For over 200 years the U.S. cattle population was Long-
horn based. Open range, the ability of the descendants of 
Spanish Longhorn cattle to thrive in a feral environment 
and their meat value eventually created an industry. By 
the end of the civil war the longhorns had reproduced ex-
ponentially and millions of head roamed the open ranges 
of the U.S.,” Johnson wrote.

He continues with the following timeline of the various 
breeds introduced to the cattle industry: “Shorthorn cat-
tle were fi rst introduced from England to Virginia in 1783. 
Th e fi rst herdbook to record ancestry of Shorthorn cattle 
was established by George Coates in 1822. Th e American 
Shorthorn Association was established in 1882. Henry 
Clay imported Hereford cattle from England to Kentucky 
in 1817. Th e American Hereford Association was estab-
lished in 1881. Th e American Polled Hereford Association 
would later become established in 1900. George Grant 
imported Angus cattle from Scotland to Kansas in 1873 
and the American Angus Association was established in 
1883. James Davis imported the fi rst Zebu cattle to South 
Carolina in 1849.  Simmental cattle were introduced to 
the U.S. in 1896 but had little industry impact at that time.”

In his article, Johnson explains “one of the most ro-

manticized eras in our nation's history”--Cattle Drives 
and the Chisholm Trail, began shortly after the Civil War 
ended. 

“It was at this time that Americans acquired a taste for 
beef and the Chisholm Trail was considered to be one of 

the wonders of the western world. Herds 
with as many as ten thousand cattle 

were driven from Texas over the 
trail to Kansas. Th e trail acquired 
its name from Jesse Chisholm, 
who just before the Civil War 
had built a trading post in what 
is now western Oklahoma City. 
During the Civil War, while many 
Texans were away fi ghting for the 
Confederacy, descendants of the 
Spanish Longhorn cattle mul-
tiplied. By 1866 they were only 
worth four dollars per head in 
Texas. In the North and East they 
could be worth $40 - 80 per head. 
In 1866 some herds traveled the 
Shawnee Trail in eastern Okla-
homa, but the woods and the 
region's rough terrain discour-
aged trail driving.”

Johnson then explained 
how the railroad changed the 
industry, specifi cally through 

Joseph McCoy who built stock-
yards on the Kansas-Pacifi c railroad 

in Abilene, Kansas in 1867.  
“He sent men south to encourage Texas cattlemen to 

send herds to his stockyards. He also encouraged cattle 
buyers to come to Abilene, where cattle would be wait-
ing,” Johnson wrote. “Drovers followed assorted minor 
trails through south and central Texas northward to the 
Red River crossing and then joined the famous Chisholm 
Trail. After being driven north along the Chisholm Trail to 
Abilene, the cattle were shipped east to the beef packers 
and population centers.”

Johnson’s article also includes the following picture 
of the lives of the Old West cowboys and the cattle they 
drove.

“Herds varied in size from 500 to 10,000; however, they 
usually averaged from 2,500 to 3,000 head. A rancher en-
trusted his herd to a trail boss, who would hire 10 to 15 
cowboys, a cook and wagon, and a wrangler (horse han-
dler) for the 100 to 150 horses. Th e trail boss would also 
provision the wagon and plan the drive. On the trail the 
cattle were watered in the morning, and then they slowly 
ate their way northward. Th e cowboys kept them from 
stopping, turning back, or leaving the herd. Th e herd 
would walk about ten miles per day, stopping only to wa-
ter and eat. At night, the herd would stop at a watering 
hole and bed down. Th ese herds were less than ten miles 
apart and were spaced so that each herd could spend the 
night at a watering point. At the Abilene railhead the trail 
boss would sell the cattle and horses, pay the cowboys, 
and return to Texas with the money for the owner, often 
repeating the trip year after year.”

Centuries of Cattle

PHOTOS COURTESY OF METRO CREATIVE CONNECTION

Faces you know. Experience you trust.

Cedar Valley Bank & Trust
405 W 3rd St., Vinton, IA, 52349

319-472-2930
321 Main St., La Porte City, IA 50651

319-342-2850

David Coulter Eric Coulter Matt Johnson Tanner Davis

Faces You Know. Experience You Trust.

MEMBER FDIC

Your Family-Owned Bank Your Family-Owned Bank
since 1988since 1988

Where Family Legacies Grow 
With A Bank

That Knows Your Name



A6 -  Vinton Livewire - May 13, 2026 www.vintonlivewire.com Vinton Livewire - May 13, 2026 - A7www.vintonlivewire.com

SALUTE TO BEEF PRODUCERSSALUTE TO BEEF PRODUCERS SALUTE TO BEEF PRODUCERSSALUTE TO BEEF PRODUCERS

By AMY STOURAC
NEWS@VINTONNEWSPAPERS.COM

VINTON - Th e Benton 
County Cattlemen's As-
sociation kicked off  Beef 
Month with Buck Burgers 
at Fareway on Saturday, 
May 2. From 11:00 a.m. to 
1:00 p.m., the Cattleman 
sold $1 burgers to Fareway 
shoppers in Vinton in an 
eff ort to encourage folks to 
eat beef. 

Another beef related 

promotion this month, “T-
Bone Tuesday,” is spon-
sored by the Benton Coun-
ty Cattlemen's Association 
and Benton County Farm 
Bureau. A drawing will 
be held each Tuesday in 
May at the Fareway Store 
in Vinton and at Roy's 
Hometown Grocery in 
Shellsburg. Th e prize? A 
free package of T-Bone 
steaks. Customers can en-
ter the “T-Bone Tuesday” 

drawing at the meat coun-
ter—no purchase neces-
sary, and the winner will 
be contacted each week to 
claim the prize.  

“Th is promotion is our 
way of saying “thank you” 
to everyone who chooses 
Iowa-grown products.” 
says Samantha Petersen, 
Benton County Farm Bu-
reau president. “Livestock 
producers work hard to 
care for their animals, re-

sulting in high-quality 
products for consum-
ers. When people choose 
Iowa-grown, it reinforces 
that their eff orts matter 
and shows the trust placed 
in our farmers.”

Winner announce-
ments can be found at the 
Benton County Farm Bu-
reau Facebook page.

Local Cattlemen Celebrate Beef Month 2026

Congratulations Benton County Cattlemen Scholarship recipients

By AMY STOURAC
NEWS@VINTONNEWSPAPERS.COM

VINTON - Th e catchy slo-
gan “Beef. It’s What’s for Din-
ner.”, has become a house-
hold saying in many homes 
since Beef Producers began 
using the slogan in May of 
1992. Th e slogan goes well 
with the Iowa Beef Industry 
Council’s mission statement, 
which is to expand consumer 
demand for beef and to con-
nect beef producers with 
beef consumers. 

IBIC Mission Statement
“Th e Iowa Beef Industry 

Council is dedicated to ex-
panding consumer demand 
for beef, strengthening beef’s 
position in the global mar-
ketplace and improving pro-
ducer profi tability.”

On their website at ia-
beef.org, information can be 
found on the cattle industry 
as well as facts about beef 
production. Th ere’s also in-
formation on nutrition and 
cooking, including recipes 
and explanations of the dif-
ferent cuts of beef and how to 
purchase and prepare them. 

On the Iowa Beef Industry 
Council (IBIC) website, they 
explain the diff erent ways 
beef cattle are raised. “Th ere 
are a variety of choices of 
beef available for purchase 
at your local grocery store, 
and the same goes for the 
beef available at a farmer’s 
market stand or directly from 
the farm. Beef choices can 
include production prac-
tices where the cattle were 
grass-fed, grain-fed or raised 
organically. Take an oppor-
tunity to learn how beef is 
raised.” 

Th e IBIC website also 
explains how purchasing 
directly from a farmer dif-
fers and includes a local 
beef directory which con-
nects consumers with local 
producers. “If you purchase 
beef directly from a farm, 
you might have the option to 

purchase beef as a quarter, a 
side or a whole beef carcass. 
We've assembled a local beef 
directory to help connect 
you with options to purchase 
beef directly from beef farm-
ers. We are here to help con-
nect buyers and sellers and 
provide helpful resources for 
both parties.”

A link to join the directory 
can be found at iabeef.org. 
According to the directory, 
the following Beef Producers 
in Benton County sell BQA 
Certifi ed/Grain Finished 
beef directly to consumers. 

Birker Cattle Company
Scott & Jenni Birker
Garrison, IA 52229
319-560-4240
BJK Farms
Brian Kreutner
Vinton, IA 52349
319-560-9797
Schrader Cattle Co.
Patrick Schrader
Dysart, IA 52224
319-488-0205
Siek Cattle
Jason Siek
Blairstown, IA 52209
319-350-3192
About the Iowa Beef In-

dustry Council
Th e Iowa Beef Industry 

Council (IBIC) is an organi-
zation working for the beef 
producers of Iowa in areas 
of education, promotion and 
research. Th e Beef Checkoff  
Program in Iowa is funded 
by the $1.00 per head na-
tional and $0.50 per head 
Iowa State Beef Checkoff  
Programs. 

Th e National Beef Check-
off  Program is funded by 
$1.00 per head collected on 
all Iowa cattle when they are 
sold. Congress established 
the National Beef Checkoff  
Program with the passage 
of the 1985 Farm Bill and 
producers approved making 
the Beef Checkoff  Program 
mandatory in 1988. Th e Beef 
Checkoff  Program is over-
seen by the Cattlemen’s Beef 

Promotion and Research 
Board (Cattlemen’s Beef 
Board) and United States 
Department of Agriculture 
(USDA).

Fifty cents of each na-
tional checkoff  dollar is sent 
directly to the Cattlemen’s 
Beef Board; the remaining 
money is allocated for state 
and national beef promotion 
eff orts by the IBIC Board of 
Directors. IBIC is a Quali-
fi ed State Beef Council and a 

member of the Federation of 
State Beef Councils.

Th e Iowa Beef Industry 
Council administers the  
$0.50 per head Iowa State 
Beef Checkoff  Program that 
began on March 1, 2017, in 
addition to the national pro-
gram. Th e Iowa State Beef 
Checkoff  is collected on all 
cattle sold in Iowa and all 
"state of origin" Iowa cattle 
sold. Iowa law Chapter 181 
established the Iowa State 

Beef Checkoff  Program. 
Th e Iowa Beef Industry 

Council offi  ce is located in
Ames, Iowa. 

IBIC Says, “Beef. It’s What’s for Dinner.”

Anabelle NewtonAvery Sweeney

Danielle Werning Hannah Siek Izzie Birker

Josh Wiley William Kroneman

Andrew Pingenot
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By AMY STOURAC
NEWS@VINTONNEWSPAPERS.COM

VINTON - Th e Benton 
County Cattlemen's As-
sociation kicked off  Beef 
Month with Buck Burgers 
at Fareway on Saturday, 
May 2. From 11:00 a.m. to 
1:00 p.m., the Cattleman 
sold $1 burgers to Fareway 
shoppers in Vinton in an 
eff ort to encourage folks to 
eat beef. 

Another beef related 

promotion this month, “T-
Bone Tuesday,” is spon-
sored by the Benton Coun-
ty Cattlemen's Association 
and Benton County Farm 
Bureau. A drawing will 
be held each Tuesday in 
May at the Fareway Store 
in Vinton and at Roy's 
Hometown Grocery in 
Shellsburg. Th e prize? A 
free package of T-Bone 
steaks. Customers can en-
ter the “T-Bone Tuesday” 

drawing at the meat coun-
ter—no purchase neces-
sary, and the winner will 
be contacted each week to 
claim the prize.  

“Th is promotion is our 
way of saying “thank you” 
to everyone who chooses 
Iowa-grown products.” 
says Samantha Petersen, 
Benton County Farm Bu-
reau president. “Livestock 
producers work hard to 
care for their animals, re-

sulting in high-quality 
products for consum-
ers. When people choose 
Iowa-grown, it reinforces 
that their eff orts matter 
and shows the trust placed 
in our farmers.”

Winner announce-
ments can be found at the 
Benton County Farm Bu-
reau Facebook page.

Local Cattlemen Celebrate Beef Month 2026

Congratulations Benton County Cattlemen Scholarship recipients

By AMY STOURAC
NEWS@VINTONNEWSPAPERS.COM

VINTON - Th e catchy slo-
gan “Beef. It’s What’s for Din-
ner.”, has become a house-
hold saying in many homes 
since Beef Producers began 
using the slogan in May of 
1992. Th e slogan goes well 
with the Iowa Beef Industry 
Council’s mission statement, 
which is to expand consumer 
demand for beef and to con-
nect beef producers with 
beef consumers. 

IBIC Mission Statement
“Th e Iowa Beef Industry 

Council is dedicated to ex-
panding consumer demand 
for beef, strengthening beef’s 
position in the global mar-
ketplace and improving pro-
ducer profi tability.”

On their website at ia-
beef.org, information can be 
found on the cattle industry 
as well as facts about beef 
production. Th ere’s also in-
formation on nutrition and 
cooking, including recipes 
and explanations of the dif-
ferent cuts of beef and how to 
purchase and prepare them. 

On the Iowa Beef Industry 
Council (IBIC) website, they 
explain the diff erent ways 
beef cattle are raised. “Th ere 
are a variety of choices of 
beef available for purchase 
at your local grocery store, 
and the same goes for the 
beef available at a farmer’s 
market stand or directly from 
the farm. Beef choices can 
include production prac-
tices where the cattle were 
grass-fed, grain-fed or raised 
organically. Take an oppor-
tunity to learn how beef is 
raised.” 

Th e IBIC website also 
explains how purchasing 
directly from a farmer dif-
fers and includes a local 
beef directory which con-
nects consumers with local 
producers. “If you purchase 
beef directly from a farm, 
you might have the option to 

purchase beef as a quarter, a 
side or a whole beef carcass. 
We've assembled a local beef 
directory to help connect 
you with options to purchase 
beef directly from beef farm-
ers. We are here to help con-
nect buyers and sellers and 
provide helpful resources for 
both parties.”

A link to join the directory 
can be found at iabeef.org. 
According to the directory, 
the following Beef Producers 
in Benton County sell BQA 
Certifi ed/Grain Finished 
beef directly to consumers. 

Birker Cattle Company
Scott & Jenni Birker
Garrison, IA 52229
319-560-4240
BJK Farms
Brian Kreutner
Vinton, IA 52349
319-560-9797
Schrader Cattle Co.
Patrick Schrader
Dysart, IA 52224
319-488-0205
Siek Cattle
Jason Siek
Blairstown, IA 52209
319-350-3192
About the Iowa Beef In-

dustry Council
Th e Iowa Beef Industry 

Council (IBIC) is an organi-
zation working for the beef 
producers of Iowa in areas 
of education, promotion and 
research. Th e Beef Checkoff  
Program in Iowa is funded 
by the $1.00 per head na-
tional and $0.50 per head 
Iowa State Beef Checkoff  
Programs. 

Th e National Beef Check-
off  Program is funded by 
$1.00 per head collected on 
all Iowa cattle when they are 
sold. Congress established 
the National Beef Checkoff  
Program with the passage 
of the 1985 Farm Bill and 
producers approved making 
the Beef Checkoff  Program 
mandatory in 1988. Th e Beef 
Checkoff  Program is over-
seen by the Cattlemen’s Beef 

Promotion and Research 
Board (Cattlemen’s Beef 
Board) and United States 
Department of Agriculture 
(USDA).

Fifty cents of each na-
tional checkoff  dollar is sent 
directly to the Cattlemen’s 
Beef Board; the remaining 
money is allocated for state 
and national beef promotion 
eff orts by the IBIC Board of 
Directors. IBIC is a Quali-
fi ed State Beef Council and a 

member of the Federation of 
State Beef Councils.

Th e Iowa Beef Industry 
Council administers the  
$0.50 per head Iowa State 
Beef Checkoff  Program that 
began on March 1, 2017, in 
addition to the national pro-
gram. Th e Iowa State Beef 
Checkoff  is collected on all 
cattle sold in Iowa and all 
"state of origin" Iowa cattle 
sold. Iowa law Chapter 181 
established the Iowa State 

Beef Checkoff  Program. 
Th e Iowa Beef Industry 

Council offi  ce is located in
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IBIC Says, “Beef. It’s What’s for Dinner.”

Anabelle NewtonAvery Sweeney

Danielle Werning Hannah Siek Izzie Birker

Josh Wiley William Kroneman

Andrew Pingenot

Monday-Friday 7am-5pm • Saturday 7am-Noon
215 1st Avenue • Vinton

Locally owned & 
operated since 1973

   319•472•2111

We’re 
here 
when you
need us.

105 Pearl Street, Shellsburg
319-436-2232

STORE HOURS:
Monday-Saturday • 7 AM to 8 PM

Sunday • 7 AM to 5 PM

We Salute
Iowa Beef
Producers



A8 -  Vinton Livewire - May 13, 2026 www.vintonlivewire.com Vinton Livewire - May 13, 2026 - A5www.vintonlivewire.com

SALUTE TO BEEF PRODUCERSSALUTE TO BEEF PRODUCERS

By AMY STOURAC
NEWS@VINTONNEWSPAPERS.COM

As we celebrate Beef Month 
and honor all the Beef Produc-
ers who keep us fed today, it’s 
appropriate to take a look back at 
the cattle industry and how it has evolved 
over the centuries. Even though the cattle 
industry in North America dates back far-
ther than the birth of the United States as a 
nation, there are no breeds of cattle native to 
the U.S. All the breeds raised today were in-
troduced at various points on the industry’s 
timeline. 

Th is timeline is discussed in several arti-
cles, including “From Cowboys To Cattlemen: 
History of the U.S. Cattle Industry,” published 
on the drovers.com website to celebrate Beef 
Month in May, 2023. (Link to the article: drovers.
com/news/industry/cowboys-cattlemen-history-
us-cattle-industry). 

Th roughout the piece, the Drovers editors share 
the history of the cattle industry in our nation, and 
explain the impact of technological advancements on 
the industry, as well as the impact the industry had on 
“shaping the agricultural landscape of the U.S.” Th ey be-
gin by explaining how the production of beef cattle can be 
“traced back to the early 1500s when Spanish explorers 
introduced cattle to the region.”

Th ey also explained how “cattle ranching became an 
integral part of the American agricultural landscape,” 
with the westward expansion of colonies, and how in 
those early years, beef were not raised for consumption, 
but rather “for their hides and tallow.” 

Th e expansion of the railroad in the late 1800s had a 
signifi cant impact on the cattle industry, as well as the in-
vention of refrigerated railcars and the barbed wire fence. 

“Th e vast open ranges of the West provided ideal graz-
ing conditions, and ranchers began focusing on breeding 
cattle for meat production. Th is marked the beginning of 
the modern beef industry in the U.S., characterized by 
large-scale cattle drives and the establishment of sprawl-
ing ranches,” the article states. “Th e early 1900s witnessed 
remarkable advancements in technology, which brought 
signifi cant changes to beef cattle production. Th e intro-
duction of barbed wire fencing revolutionized ranching 
practices by enabling the enclosure of grazing lands and 
reducing confl icts between cattle ranchers. Additionally, 
the invention of refrigerated railcars facilitated the trans-
portation of beef over long distances, expanding the mar-
ket reach and boosting the industry’s growth.”

In the mid 1900’s the cattle industry shifted again with 
“the widespread adoption of feedlot systems” for raising 
cattle. With this change came changes in cattle genetics.  

“Ranchers began selectively breeding cattle with traits 
that favored faster growth and higher meat yields. Th is 
practice, combined with improved nutrition and veteri-
nary care, resulted in a signifi cant increase in beef pro-
duction and improved the overall quality of meat avail-
able to consumers.” (drovers.com)

Another view of the history of the cattle industry can 

be found in the article, “Historical Review 
of the U.S. Beef Cattle Industry” writ-
ten by Mark Johnson of Oklahoma State 
University Extension. (Link to article: 
swnydlfc.cce.cornell.edu/submission.

php?id=1810&crumb=livestock). 
In his look through the historical 

lens of beef production, Johnson 
shares some interesting facts about 

the various breeds of cattle through-
out the centuries and about what life was like for the cow-
boys on the cattle drives of the Old West.

According to Johnson, the “fi rst cattle were introduced 
by explorers and settlers from Spain and England centu-
ries ago.” 

“For over 200 years the U.S. cattle population was Long-
horn based. Open range, the ability of the descendants of 
Spanish Longhorn cattle to thrive in a feral environment 
and their meat value eventually created an industry. By 
the end of the civil war the longhorns had reproduced ex-
ponentially and millions of head roamed the open ranges 
of the U.S.,” Johnson wrote.

He continues with the following timeline of the various 
breeds introduced to the cattle industry: “Shorthorn cat-
tle were fi rst introduced from England to Virginia in 1783. 
Th e fi rst herdbook to record ancestry of Shorthorn cattle 
was established by George Coates in 1822. Th e American 
Shorthorn Association was established in 1882. Henry 
Clay imported Hereford cattle from England to Kentucky 
in 1817. Th e American Hereford Association was estab-
lished in 1881. Th e American Polled Hereford Association 
would later become established in 1900. George Grant 
imported Angus cattle from Scotland to Kansas in 1873 
and the American Angus Association was established in 
1883. James Davis imported the fi rst Zebu cattle to South 
Carolina in 1849.  Simmental cattle were introduced to 
the U.S. in 1896 but had little industry impact at that time.”

In his article, Johnson explains “one of the most ro-

manticized eras in our nation's history”--Cattle Drives 
and the Chisholm Trail, began shortly after the Civil War 
ended. 

“It was at this time that Americans acquired a taste for 
beef and the Chisholm Trail was considered to be one of 

the wonders of the western world. Herds 
with as many as ten thousand cattle 

were driven from Texas over the 
trail to Kansas. Th e trail acquired 
its name from Jesse Chisholm, 
who just before the Civil War 
had built a trading post in what 
is now western Oklahoma City. 
During the Civil War, while many 
Texans were away fi ghting for the 
Confederacy, descendants of the 
Spanish Longhorn cattle mul-
tiplied. By 1866 they were only 
worth four dollars per head in 
Texas. In the North and East they 
could be worth $40 - 80 per head. 
In 1866 some herds traveled the 
Shawnee Trail in eastern Okla-
homa, but the woods and the 
region's rough terrain discour-
aged trail driving.”

Johnson then explained 
how the railroad changed the 
industry, specifi cally through 

Joseph McCoy who built stock-
yards on the Kansas-Pacifi c railroad 

in Abilene, Kansas in 1867.  
“He sent men south to encourage Texas cattlemen to 

send herds to his stockyards. He also encouraged cattle 
buyers to come to Abilene, where cattle would be wait-
ing,” Johnson wrote. “Drovers followed assorted minor 
trails through south and central Texas northward to the 
Red River crossing and then joined the famous Chisholm 
Trail. After being driven north along the Chisholm Trail to 
Abilene, the cattle were shipped east to the beef packers 
and population centers.”

Johnson’s article also includes the following picture 
of the lives of the Old West cowboys and the cattle they 
drove.

“Herds varied in size from 500 to 10,000; however, they 
usually averaged from 2,500 to 3,000 head. A rancher en-
trusted his herd to a trail boss, who would hire 10 to 15 
cowboys, a cook and wagon, and a wrangler (horse han-
dler) for the 100 to 150 horses. Th e trail boss would also 
provision the wagon and plan the drive. On the trail the 
cattle were watered in the morning, and then they slowly 
ate their way northward. Th e cowboys kept them from 
stopping, turning back, or leaving the herd. Th e herd 
would walk about ten miles per day, stopping only to wa-
ter and eat. At night, the herd would stop at a watering 
hole and bed down. Th ese herds were less than ten miles 
apart and were spaced so that each herd could spend the 
night at a watering point. At the Abilene railhead the trail 
boss would sell the cattle and horses, pay the cowboys, 
and return to Texas with the money for the owner, often 
repeating the trip year after year.”

Centuries of Cattle

PHOTOS COURTESY OF METRO CREATIVE CONNECTION
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“Our mission is to foster economic growth and 
community improvement and to promote the Vinton area 

as an attractive place to live, shop, work and play!
Vinton Unlimited • 110 W 3rd St., Vinton, IA 52349

(319) 472-3955 • info@vintonia.org • www.VintonUnlimited.org

Melody 
Snow

Hometown 
Girl and 
Vinton 

Unlimited 
Executive 
Director

"You Belong Here"

Every month I write an article about the importance 
of shopping in Vinton. How staying local plays a 
significant role in our economy. And it’s amazing how 
when we support the success of one business, it often 
supports the success of many. 

But I’ve also come to realize, it’s not just about 
shopping local, it’s about staying local. “Staying local” 
is promoting a lifestyle that recognizes its value and 
shares it with others.  It’s about telling the story of our 
town, celebrating its traditions, and inviting others to 
experience the warmth and connection that come with 
it. When we stay local, we are preserving that identity 
for future generations. 

Creating the community you want to live in doesn’t 
happen by accident—it takes intention, awareness, and a willingness to look beyond 
ourselves. It’s built through everyday decisions: where you shop, how you spend 
your time, and how you show up for others. Attending local events, volunteering, 
and encouraging others to engage all contribute to a thriving, vibrant place to 
call home. Communities grow stronger when people take ownership and pride in 
their surroundings. They grow stronger when they’re working together to create 
opportunities and experiences that reflect shared values.

It’s a blend of tradition and pride, shaped by generations of people who have 
invested their time, energy, and heart into making Vinton what it is today.  It’s not about 
grand gestures—it’s about consistency, compassion, and the understanding that we’re 
all in this together. It’s found in the small choices—welcoming new faces, supporting 
local efforts, and choosing kindness even when it’s not convenient. When people feel 

seen, valued, and supported, the entire community 
benefits. That culture of care becomes something 
people not only notice, but want to be part of.

There is a real privilege in calling a place like this 
home. It’s easy to overlook the everyday moments, 
but those moments are what make Vinton special—
the sense of belonging, the shared history, and the 
collective hope for the future. Not every place offers 
that feeling of connection, and it’s worth recognizing 
and protecting.

A friendly greeting, a helpful recommendation, or 
simply taking the time to make someone feel welcome 
can leave a lasting impression. Let’s be intentional 
about creating positive experiences for everyone who 

walks our streets. After all, the best way to showcase our community is to live out the 
values that make it such a special place to call home.

Our identity, Vinton’s identity, has been shaped by generations of people who have 
contributed to a culture rooted in connection, tradition, and pride. It’s something 
worth celebrating, protecting, and sharing with others. These small, consistent acts 
create a culture of care where people feel valued and supported. It’s found in simple 
gestures—a wave from a neighbor, a familiar greeting, or a shared moment at a 
community event. Small town living offers something truly special: a deep sense of 
belonging. 

There is a true privilege in calling such a place home, in calling Vinton home, and that 
privilege comes with the responsibility to help it grow and flourish. 

Be responsible . . . Stay Local.

Stay Local

Hwy. 218 N.
Vinton, IA

319-472-4734
“Serving your automotive 

needs since 1930.”

McDowells

420 2nd Avenue., Vinton
319-472-2363

www.mcdowellsbuildingmaterials.com
Mon.-Fri. 7 AM-5 PM

Sat. 7 AM-Noon

Building Materials & Rental Center 

319-472-2660
Dean Luze, Owner      

 121 W. 4th Street
Vinton, IA 52349

www.vintonsewing.com

215 1st Ave.
Vinton

319-472-2111
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Vinton

319-472-2361

111 W. 4th St. • Vinton
Pharmacy Line
319-472-4274
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319-443-6337
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(319) 472-2311
www.VintonNewspapers.com

Call to have your
business featured here!
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gutter protection.
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Schedule your free inspection and estimate today!
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Your local propane supplier!

1209 W. D Street • Vinton, IA 52349

319-472-5216 • 800-678-5427
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TanksT-J G
A
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311 South K Avenue, Vinton | 319-830-9996
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Located next to Subway

Call Us 
For Your Pumping 

Needs!

319-472-2045 • Cell: 319-560-9320

Karr's Septic ServiceKarr's Septic Service

Certified Installer of On-site Wastewater Treatment SystemsCertified Installer of On-site Wastewater Treatment Systems
Portable Restroom RentalsPortable Restroom Rentals

Inspections • Septic Tank CleaningInspections • Septic Tank Cleaning

New orders only. Does not include material costs. Cannot be combined with any other offer. 
Minimum purchase required. Other restrictions may apply. This is an advertisement placedon 
behalf of Erie Construction Mid-West, Inc (“Erie”). Offer terms and conditions may apply and the 
offer may not be available in your area. If you call the number provided, you consent to being 
contacted by telephone, SMS text message, email, pre-recorded messages by Erie or its affiliates 
and service providers using automated technologies notwithstanding if you are on a DO NOT CALL 
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Award-Winning Roofing and Customer Service
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Installation
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Free Estimates - Insured - Call Brian at 319-521-3920Free Estimates - Insured - Call Brian at 319-521-3920

Jessica McCormick, GM
jessicam@urbanainn.com

Exit 43 off I-380
5369 Hutton Dr., Urbana, IA 52345

319.443.8888
www.UrbanaInn.com

D & B Tree Service
Darwin Werning, Owner
Tree & Shrub Trimming & Removal

Stump Removal
Portable Stump Grinder Available for 

Hard-to-Reach Areas
Fully Insured - Free Estimates

Year Round Service
3355 Midway Road, 
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(319)393-1617 / Cell: (319)560-0785
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Used Farm Machinery & Construction Equipment

3008 62nd St. Trail, Shellsburg, Iowa  52332
337 Commercial St. SW Shellsburg

Email: sequipment@aol.com   www.schminkeequipment.com

EquipmentSchminke

Brian Schminke
319-560-4566 319-436-2215 Mitch Schminke

319-560-9206

We Buy, Sell & Trade

Tree Trimming, 
Tree Removal and 
Stump Grinding.

Local and Free quotes. 
You won’t be another 
quote to me, I pride 

myself in providing the 
BEST services possible! 

Fallen Oaks Tree Services
Vinton

(319) 491-4714

GILBERT’S

SEPTIC SERVICESEPTIC SERVICE
319-454-6311

Cell 319-330-6203
•Septic Tank Pumping

•Certified Time of Transfer Septic Inspector
• Excavating  • Inspections  •Risers

•Drain Cleaning   •Repairs   •Troubleshooting
State Licensed - County Approved - Insured
Serving The Area For More Than 40 Years!

Cecil
Gilbert

Blairstown,
Iowa
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Benton County Board of Supervisors
April 28, 2026

The Benton County Board of 
Supervisors met in regular session 
with Supervisors Seeman, Tippet 
and Volz present. Chairman Seeman 
called the meeting to order at 9:00 
a.m. at the Benton County Service 
Center.  Members of the public are 
invited to join in during open session 
or watch the livestream at  https://
www.youtube.com/bentoncounty-
iowa.  Full Resolutions will be avail-
able in the Auditor’s offi  ce and at: 
www.bentoncountyia.gov

Volz moved/Tippett seconded: 
To approve the agenda. Tippett, 
Seeman and Volz voting aye. Motion 
carried. 

Volz moved/Tippett seconded: 

To approve the minutes of Tuesday, 
April 21, 2026. All members voting 
aye. Motion carried. 

Tippett moved/Volz seconded: 
To approve the following EMS Trust 
Fund claims numbered 257235 
through 257238 in the total amount 
of $56,061.51 to the following:

Urbana 1st Responders- 
$1,312.02

Walford 1st Respond-
ers-$7,488.63

Belle Plaine Ambu-
lance-$42,415.28

Garrison 1st Responders- 
$4,845.58

 Seeman and Volz both voting 
aye. Motion carried. 

Tippett Moved/Volz seconded: 

To set public hearing date of Tues-
day, May 19, 2026 at 9:15 a.m. for 
Theodore and Lori Burr within the 
SE ¼ of the NW ¼ and the SW ¼ of 
the NE ¼ of Section 28-82-12. Tip-
pett, Seeman and Volz voting aye. 
Motion carried.

Tippett moved/Volz seconded: 
To approve suspended tax list on 
parcel #s 170-13200, 170-13240, 
120-02700,  870-39800, 240-22500, 
240-30852, 030-44025 and au-
thorize Chairman to sign letter to 
Department of Health and Human 
Services. Tippett, Seeman and Volz 
voting aye. Motion carried. 

Volz moved//Tippett seconded: 
To approve Resolution #26-34, 
Abatement of Taxes on Parcel #s 

270-10040 and 270-07701.  Tippett, 
Volz and Seeman voting aye. Motion 
carried.

Tippett moved/Volz seconded: 
To approve Resolution #26-35, 
2026 Destruction of Noxious Weeds 
deadline is June 1, 2026 per Code of 
Iowa Chapter 317 Noxious Weeds, 
and Iowa Dept. of Agriculture & Land 
Stewardship Administrative Rules 
Chapter 58 . Tippett, Seeman and 
Volz voting aye. Motion carried. 

Eric Schares, Benton County 
Weed Commissioner provided an 
update on his department and also 
explained the noxious weeds public 
notice he will be posting soon.

Tippett moved/Volz seconded: 
To acknowledge the Federal Inmate 

contract between Benton County 
Jail and United States Marshals Ser-
vice for housing federal prisoners 
with a per diem rate of $85.62. Tip-
pett, Seeman and Volz voting aye. 
Motion carried. 

Volz moved/Tippett seconded: 
To approve the Iowa Department of 
Transportation (IDOT) FY27 Second-
ary Roads Budget. Tippett, Seeman 
and Volz voting aye. Motion carried. 

Tippett moved/Volz seconded: 
To approve the IDOT Five Year 
FY27-FY31 Secondary Roads Con-
struction Program. Tippett, Seeman 
and Volz voting aye. Motion carried.

Tippett moved/Volz seconded: 
To approve the IDOT Pre Construc-
tion Agreement 2026-C0199 for 

intersection improvements at US 
HWY 30 to place rumble strips along 
26th Ave, 27th Ave, 30th Ave, 32nd 
Ave and 33rd Ave. in an estimated 
amount of $10,690.76. Tippett, See-
man and Volz voting aye. Motion 
carried. 

Engineer reminded the Board 
that the dust control deadline to sign 
up is Friday, May 1, 2026.

Tippett moved/Volz seconded: 
To adjourn meeting at 10:03 a.m. 
Tippett, Seeman and Volz voting 
aye. Motion carried.

Tracy Seeman, Chairman
ATTEST: Hayley Rippel, Benton 

County Auditor

CITY OF VINTON  
PUBLIC ANNOUNCEMENT

THE CITY IS PLANNING TO SPRAY FOR 
MOSQUITOES AGAIN THIS SUMMER 

City certified pesticide applicators will spray an ultra 
low volume non thermal aerosol (cold fog) to control 
adult mosquitoes in residential and recreational areas 
and other non-cropland areas where these insects are 
a problem. The city may use KONTROL 4-4, MOSQUITO 
MIST 1.5 ULV or PYROPHOS 1.5. Best results are 
achieved when the temperatures are cooler and the 
wind speed is below 10 mph. The city plans to fog 
Monday and Thursday evenings or early mornings. If 
unable to fog on designated days, Tuesday and Friday 
will be alternate days. 
No special precautions are necessary for 
residents normally, but you may call the 
Mosquito Hot-Line at 1-800-323-5727 
or the City office for information.

APARTMENTS For RentFor Rent
On-site Laundry

Belle Plaine Village Apartments

- 1 & 2 BR Apartments
- Water, Garbage, Sewer provided

62 years of age or older, handicap/disabled regardless of age
“This institution is an equal opportunity

provider and employer.”

1-800-383-5204

Rent based on 30% of adjusted income.

BEING A MOM IS TOUGH 
–BUT SO ARE YOU.

VISIT: yourlifeiowa.org
CALL: (855) 581-8111
TEXT: (855) 895-8398

If you are using alcohol, cannabis and/or other 
drugs to cope with stress or trauma, you are 

not alone. Courage is asking for support.

Melinda Schoettmer
for Treasurer

I have had voters ask what the role of County 

Treasurer is. Many understand the office’s basic 

duties of collecting property taxes, providing motor 

vehicle services, and handling driver’s license and 

identification services, but there is so much more 

that happens behind the scenes that the treasurer is 

responsible for:

As Benton County Treasurer, I am responsible for 

the management and oversight of the county’s 

financial operations. This includes the daily 

collections, receipting, balancing, and depositing of 

all county funds into the appropriate accounts. Accounts are monitored daily and I 

ensure that funds are transferred as needed to meet payroll and claims obligations, 

while maintaining strict financial accountability.  I invest public funds safely to 

generate additional income for the county and work closely with other county 

departments to support budgeting and operations.

In addition, I maintain the property tax collection system, including the collection 

process, administration of special assessments, and oversight of all related records. 

I conduct the annual tax sale, process required notices for tax sale certificates, and 

issue tax deeds in accordance with the Iowa Code. As Treasurer I balance, prepare, 

plus review detailed monthly financial reports and disburse collected funds to cities, 

schools, and townships throughout the county. 

As a leader, I provide consistent, experienced, and knowledgeable guidance to a 

team of six employees, ensuring our office delivers excellent customer service and a 

positive experience for the citizens we serve.

Please remember to vote June 2, 2026 in the Primary.

108 E. 5th St., Vinton • 319-472-3303
ads@vintonnewspapers.com

Hours: Monday-Friday 8:30-4:30 

Ad Deadline

Friday at Noon

We’d be so pleased if you would join us for
Mardean Kromminga’s 95th Birthday

CARD SHOWER
She is celebrating May 19th. 

Let’s shower her with love and cheer.
Please send your card in 

c/o Keystone Care Center
250 5th Street Keystone, Ia 52249

Thank you so much!

It’s a small world, 
if you just live in your own.

~ In Print and Online ~ Subscribe today and 
stay in the know!  Call 319-472-2311

See Tuesday’s Vinton Eagle for:
Benton County Students Recognized by Governor Reynolds for 
Academic Excellence.
Cottage Garden Society Donates for Native Plants at Wildcat 
Bluff.
Area Girls Teams Tune-Up for State Qualifier.

See last Friday’s Cedar Valley Times for:
 Vinton-Shellsburg 2026 Viking and Vikette of the Year.
 Cottage Garden Society May 2026 Blue Ribbon Yard.

Five Years In The Making... Vikettes stop CPU, 5-0.

Here’s what you’ve been missing 
from the latest Vinton Newspapers:

VINTON - Casey’s HWY 218, 
Fareway, Kwik Star 

CENTER POINT - Casey’s
Get your copy today!

Give us a try!
3 month subscription for $28

Papers for sale at these convenient locations:

VINTON’S
CITYWIDE
GARAGE 
SALES

  June 5th & 6th

Stop by the Vinton Livewire Office
at 108 E. 5th St. to place your garage sale ad

and be included on the city map in the Livewire.

Ad size 
example
1 col. x 2”

Ad Deadline: Friday, May 29th - Noon

108 E. 5th St., Vinton • 319-472-3303

Ads will be published in the Livewire 
Wed., June 3rd

1 column by 2” ad space
Just $30.00

includes online promotion on 
vintonlivewire.com and 

vintonnewspapers.com with map location.
(limited word count)

CALL NOW
1.866.753.9521 Add’l terms apply. Offer subject to change 

and vary by dealer. Expires 12/27/26.

SPECIAL OFFER

Waiving All
Installation
Costs!

Safety. Style.
Stress-Free 
Installation.

Transform 
Your Bathroom 

and Change 
Your Life.

*Free toilet with purchase and installation of a walk-in tub or walk-in shower only. Offer available while supplies last. 
No cash value. Must present offer at time of purchase. Cannot be combined with any other offer. Market restrictions 

may apply. Offer available in select markets only.  CSLB 1082165  NSCB 0082999  0083445  13VH11096000

FREE TOILET + $1,500 OFF*

For your FREE information kit and
our Senior Discounts, Call Today Toll-Free

1-855-417-1306

PUBLIC NOTICES

Celebration

The World’s First Hearing Aids 
With Touchscreen Controls.
No tiny buttons. No apps. 
No prescriptions.

866-698-3418
to get your 45-day risk free trial.
Call

Atom X

866.296.1409
IVS Holdings

Service subject to DIRECTV terms and 

conditions (see https://www.directv.com/
legal/legal-policy-center/). Available only in 
the U.S. (excludes Puerto Rico and U.S.V.I.). 

Call for details.

Stream DIRECTV - 
no satellite dish 
needed. 

Call 877-228-5789 to schedule
 your free quote today!

CALL NOW

1.855.414.0768 Add’l terms apply. Offer subject to change 
and vary by dealer. Expires 12/27/26.

SPECIAL OFFER

Waiving All
Installation
Costs!

Safety. Style.
Stress-Free 
Installation.

DISCOVER THE BENEFITS OF BELONGING.

Are you publishing a
free paper delivered by mail, 

carrier, or rack? 

sales tools | exclusive training
digital advertising programs | 2x2 ad network that 

turns unsold space into new revenue
LEARN MORE AT MFCP.ORG | 888-899-6327

CONNECT WITH
A NETWORK BUILT

JUST FOR YOU:

Where Free
Papers Deliver

Big Value!

JOIN NOW!

End your tax worries today.

Scared, stuck with high tax amounts? 

877.353.1295
Priority Tax is a private company that identifies qualified consumers who 
require tax assistance. They are not the IRS, nor a State Taxing Authority. They 
are not a debt relief company or attorney referral service. Costs and results will 
vary. RESULTS ARE NOT GUARANTEED. Hiring a tax resolution company is an 
important decision and should not be based solely on advertisements. There is 
no charge for a consultation. Call for complete details.

CALL NOW FOR FREE CONSULTATION!

Instant shade at the touch of a button. 

Enjoy more quality time with family and friends.

Up to 10-Year Limited Warranty. 

Call 1-855-462-2330 now to

Inflation is at 40 year highs. Interest rates are way up. 
Credit Cards. Medical Bills. Car Loans. Do you have $10k 
or more in debt? Call NATIONAL DEBT RELIEF and find out 
how to pay off  your debt for significantly less than what 
you owe! FREE quote: Call 1-866-552-0649. (mcn)

Don't Pay For Covered Home Repairs Again! Our home warranty covers ALL MAJOR SYSTEMS AND APPLIANCES. We stand by our service and if we can't fix it, we'll replace it! Pick the 
plan that fits your budget! Call: 1-833-816-2128. (mcn)

AUDIEN HEARING. The 
world’s first hearing aid 
with touchscreen con-
trols. No tiny buttons, 
apps or prescriptions. 
45-day risk free trial. Free 
shipping. Lifetime sup-
port. More than 1.5 million 
happy customers. Call 
Audien 1-866-698-3418 
(mcn)
JACUZZI BATH REMODEL 
can install a new, custom 
bath or shower in as little 
as one day. For a limited 
time, waiving ALL instal-
lation costs! (Additional 
terms apply. Subject to 
change and vary by deal-
er. (Off er ends 12/27/26.) 
Call 1-855-414-0768 
(mcn)

ATTENTION OXYGEN THERAPY USERS! Discover Oxygen 
Therapy That Moves with You with Inogen Portable Oxy-
gen Concentrators. FREE information kit. Call 1-833-650-
5916. (mcn)

NEED NEW FLOORING? Call today to schedule a FREE 
in-home estimate on Carpeting & Flooring. Call Today! 
1-833-641-6323. (mcn)
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Dan 319-560-2330 Dan 319-560-2330 
 Kathy 319-560-2210 Kathy 319-560-2210

DAN KAESTNER

Homes  •  Land  •  Auction

dkaestner@iowarealty.com • www.DanKaestner.iowarealty.com

LOT LISTINGS

2356 Hwy 21, Dysart
5.8 acres with 3 br 2 bath 1.5 story home.  30x50 

steel machine shed, 24x26 heated business, 30x32 
heated shop and 15x20 livestock shed.  Rural water. 

$305,000

405 D Ave., Atkins
Spacious 3 br, 3 bath  ranch with 2 non-

conforming br in LL. Gas fireplace,3 season 
room, 2 car garage. $349,900

SALE PENDING!
SALE PENDING!

Farmland 31st Ave., Shellsburg
240 acres m/l. Hard Surface. Potential to split 

acres. Call for more details
$8500 an acre. 

SALE PENDING!
SALE PENDING!

410 Cottage St SW  Shellsburg
Quick possession. Double lot, 2 car 

garage, affordable ranch
$139,000 

SALE PENDING!
SALE PENDING! NEW LISTING

618 Evergreen St Norway
Great starter home close to Norway BB 

field, ranch, 1 car garage  
$129,000 

Condo on the WATER

6935 Waterview Dr SW Cedar Rapids
Great views from this 3 br, 3 bath stand-

alone ranch condo with finished LL and 4 
seasons room. 2 car attached

$345,000 

SALE PENDING!
SALE PENDING!

1598 Hwy 20, Belle Plaine . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .SOLD

3127 61st Ln., Shellsburg . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .SOLD

103 Walnut St., Van Horne . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .SOLD

201 Grove St. NW, Shellsburg. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .SOLD

150 Thompson Dr. SE, Unit 318, 
Cedar Rapids

Ranch style 2 br updated condo, 
move in ready, garage. $139,000 

SALE PENDING!
SALE PENDING!

Mike Barnes, Broker, 319-560-1810  ListedByMikeB@gmail.com
Connie Barnes, Realtor, 319-981-6221  SoldByConnieB@gmail.com
Tessa Barnes, Realtor, 515-537-3183  TBarnesRealEstate@gmail.com

418 1st Ave., 
Vinton, Iowa 52349

NOW PART OF THE
CEDAR RAPIDS MLS AND THE
CEDAR FALLS/WATERLOO MLS

NEW  LISTING
614 E. 4th St., Vinton

3-bedroom fourth 

nonconforming, two full bath.

$229,000

WHERE HONESTY & INTEGRITY COME FIRST.
The Real Estate Partner You Can Trust!

80 acres of Benton County Farmland  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  SOLD
171.8 acres m/l of Benton County Farmland, Kane Township  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . SOLD

ACREAGE - PRICE REDUCED!
2975 275th St., Clutier

10.68 Acres This is a beautiful county 
setting with a 1.5 story, 4 bedroom home. 
Original woodwork, hardwood floors, new metal 
roof 2020 & foundation spray foam 2023. Vinyl 
siding, some new windows. Large deck. PWA 
rural water, immediate possession! $295,000. 
REDUCED to $285,000

NEW LISTING!! 
317 Main St Clutier

This is a great opportunity to own a duplex 
that has potential for very good return. 
There is a main floor apartment that has 
two bedrooms and one bath. There is an 

upstairs apartment that could have 3 bedrooms and one bath. There is also a garage that 
can be rented. Could use some paint, floor coverings and a few updates and then would 
make 2 nice rentals. Should give a buyer a nice ROI. Only $69,500!!

NEW LISTING!! 
2159 200th St., Traer

Beautiful country acreage, 4.78 acres, re-
cently remodelled 1.5 story, 4 bdrm home, 
with a formal dining room, a spacious liv-
ing room, a family/sun-room with bright 
natural lighting and a very nice eat-in 
kitchen. Main floor laundry and office. Out-

side a heated & cooled 30’ x 40’ shop/garage with a car hoist, a 24’ x 24’ 2 stall garage, 
a 15’ x 23’ garden shed. Then a 30’ x 40’ garage/storage building with a partially/sheet-
rocked finished 2nd level with possibilities!!! New plants and trees planted all around 
the yard!! For the people looking for garages, shops, storage and sheds, this acreage 
has it all!  $397,500!!

NEW LISTING!! 
1003 Clark St., Dysart

 Very well cared for 1.5 story, 3 bedroom, 1.5 
bath home! Recent improvements include 
a covered deck, chain-link partially fenced 
yard, new breaker box, new pex waterlines 
and mostly new sewer lines in the base-
ment. Includes all appliances, main floor 

laundry, mostly newer windows & storage shelving. Oversized insulated 2+ stall garage 
with heat & AC, a bathroom, a bar, sink, built-in gas stove top. Also storage shelves, cabi-
nets and many unique signs and items through-out the garage. For the person looking 
for the ultimate garage, this is it!! Located close to schools, daycare & pool. Great com-
munity with events & activities throughout the year!! $189,500!!

 DAVID WRAGE, BROKER
Office 319-476-7070 • 800-796-8488

Cell 319-640-8388
FARM LAND WANTED IN ALL AREAS!!

 We have buyers ready - call us soon while the market is still strong.

NEW LISTING!!
1008 Wilson St., Dysart

This 1.5 story, 3 to 4 bedroom home comes with 
a nice two stall garage, newer furnace & AC, a 
newer roof & updated vinyl siding. Located close 
to schools & daycare. Nice corner lot. Main floor 
laundry. Screened in patio. Upstairs could use 

some updating, but offers lots of extra space. Only $129,000!!! Price Reduced $119,000

PRICE REDUCED!
702 S Main St., Dysart

Beautiful Historic Brick Home that has just 
been renovated and updated from top to 
bottom. Everything from walls refurbished, to 

new electrical and light fixtures, to flooring, plus much more! 3 bedroom, 1.75 baths & main 
floor laundry. Very nice original woodwork with ceiling beams, built-in china hutch, sun-room 
with French doors and leaded glass windows. 2 stall garage plus a carport, almost a 1/2 acre 
corner lot, located next to city park. Exterior trim & woodwork freshly painted!!  Move-in 
Condition!!   $289,000!!! PRICE REDUCED $284,000

SOLDSOLDSOLDSOLD

FIND THE HOME YOULove

Amanda Brant REALTOR 319-241-3999

Erin Allen REALTOR 319-551-0980 

Michelle Medberry REALTOR 319-329-3829

5590 22nd Ave, Vinton $330,000
4 bed, 2 bath, 4 car workshop with additional 1 car garage

Acreage, top to bottom remodel, gorgeous home

OPEN SUNDAY, MAY 17 | 11AM-1PM

OPEN SUNDAY, MAY 17 | 11AM-1PM

OPEN SUNDAY, MAY 17 | 11:30AM-1PM

OPEN SUNDAY, MAY 17 | 11AM-12:30PM

516 E 4th St, Vinton $212,000
3BR/2BA, Updated home on a corner lot. Bright, open layout with 

spacious dining area.  Heated & cooled 2-car garage with workbench. 

903 E 12th St, Vinton $209,500
3 bed, 1 bath, 1 car attached garage

1800+ sf ft and huge sunroom!

2375 55th St Dr, Vinton $700,000
5 bed, 2 bath, 2 car attached garage

25+ scenic acres and outbuildings!

Licensed Realtors in the State of Iowa - 5408 Blairs Forest Way NE, Cedar Rapids, IA 52402

319.505.3938
1501 Fairbank Amish Blvd., Hazleton, IA 50641

• Metal • Flat • Roof Coating • Outbuildings
Siding • Pole Buildings

CALL FOR A FREE ESTIMATE

GINGERICH
al • Flat • Roof Coating • Outbuildings

VINTON COUNSELING SERVICES
Serving Couples, Families & Individuals

Nicholas S. Fisher
Licensed Marriage and Family Therapist

203 E. 4th St., Vinton
319-472-4499

at 4pm!
Great Food.  Cold Drinks.  Good Times.  Everybody’s Welcome.

Blairstown’s New Favorite Spot!

Meat Locker Bar & Grill

REAL ESTATEPeace of mind & early detection - Now 
more than ever, it’s important to get 
screened for Stroke & Cardiovascular Dis-
ease risk. Life Line Screening is simple & 
painless. 833-970-4172

Portable oxygen concentrator may be cov-
ered by Medicare! Reclaim independence 
& mobility w/the compact design & long-
lasting battery. Inogen One free info kit! 
877-305-1535

Reach millions of homes nationwide with one easy, aff ord-
able buy in the ADS Network! For more information www.
communitypublishers.com/category/all-products

Donate Your Car to Veterans Today! Help and Support our 
Veterans. Fast - FREE pick up. 100% tax deductible. Call 800-
245-0398

TOP DOLLAR PAID for old vintage guitars! Gibson, Fender, 
Martin, Grecsch, Rickenbacker, Epiphone, Etc. 1930’s to 
1980’s. Call 866-433-8277

WE BUY HOUSES for Cash 
AS-IS! No repairs. No 
fuss. Any condition. Easy 
process: Call, get cash 
off er and get paid. Call to-
day for your fair cash of-
fer: 1-888-715-0513. (mcn)
Need cash quickly? We 
buy houses in any con-
dition. Get a fair cash of-
fer within 24 hours! Call 
today. Liz Buys Houses: 
833-359-4707
Become a published 
author. We want to read 
your book! Dorrance 
Publishing trusted since 
1920. Consultation, pro-
duction, promotion & dis-
tribution. Free author`s 
guide 877-729-4998 or 
dorranceinfo.com/ads
No more cleaning gut-
ters. Guaranteed! Leaf-
Filter backed by no-clog 
guarantee & lifetime war-
ranty. Call 1-833-610-1936 
to schedule FREE inspec-
tion/estimate. Get 15% off  
your entire order. Military 
& Seniors get additional 
10% off . Limited time. Re-
strictions apply, see rep 
for details.
Replace your roof w/the 
best looking & longest 
lasting material steel 
from Erie Metal Roofs! 
3 styles/multiple colors 
available. Guaranteed to 
last a lifetime! Limited 
time off er up to 50% off  
install + additional 10% 
off  install military, health 
& 1st responders. 833-
370-1234

Consumer Cellular - same reliable, nationwide coverage as 
large carriers. No long-term contract or hidden fees, free 
activation. All plans unlimited talk & text starting at just 
$20/mo. 877-751-0866
WANT TO BUY your manufactured or mobile home 1990 
and newer CENTURY HOMES of OSKALOOSA 641-672-2344 
(mcn)
Get a break on your taxes! Donate your car, truck, or SUV 
to assist the blind and visually impaired. Arrange a swift, 
no-cost vehicle pickup and secure a generous tax credit 
for 2025. Call Heritage for the Blind Today at 1-855 977-7030 
today! (mcn)
DIRECTV- All your entertainment. Nothing on your roof! 
Sign up for Directv and get your first three months of Max, 
Paramount+, Showtime, Starz, MGM+ and Cinemax includ-
ed. Choice package $84.99/mo. Some restrictions apply. 
Call DIRECTV 1-866-296-1409. (mcn)

HIRING: COMMUNITY REPORTER Join the Newton News 
team! We seek an accurate, curious reporter with a valid 
driver's license to cover Jasper County. AP style and pho-
tography experience preferred. Apply: hr@newtondaily-
news.com. (mcn)
END YOUR TAX WORRIES TODAY. Let us make your tax prob-
lem our priority. Scared, stuck with high tax amounts? Our 
A+ tax professionals can help. Call for a FREE consultation. 
Call Priority Tax now 1-877-353-1295 (mcn)
PORTABLE OXYGEN CONCENTRATOR May Be Covered by 
Medicare! Reclaim independence and mobility with the 
compact design and long-lasting battery of Inogen One. 
Free information kit! Call 844-716-2411. (mcn)
Donate your car, truck, boat, RV and more to support our 
veterans! Schedule a FAST, FREE vehicle pickup and re-
ceive a top tax deduction! Call Veteran Car Donations at 
1-888-429-2331 today! (mcn)

DENTAL INSURANCE from Physicians Mutual Insurance 
Company. Coverage for 400 plus procedures. Real dental 
insurance - NOT just a discount plan. Do not wait! Call 
now! Get your FREE Dental Information Kit with all the 
details! 1-855-973-9175 www.dental50plus.com/midwest 
#6258 (mcn)
STOP OVERPAYING FOR HEALTH INSURANCE! A recent 
study shows that a majority of people struggle to pay 
for health coverage. Let us show you how much you can 
save. Call Now for a no-obligation quote: 1-888-772-8454. 
You will need to have your zip code to connect to the 
right provider. (mcn)



A12 -  Vinton Livewire - May 13, 2026 www.vintonlivewire.com

Wednesday, May 13, 2026
www.vintonlivewire.com

Keeping You & Over 12,278 Other Readers 
Connected to the Benton County Area

LiveWireLiveWireVi
nt

on

PRSRT STD
U.S. POSTAGE 

PAID
LIVEWIRE 

PUBLISHING CO.

ECRWSSEDDM
Void When Distributed
By Any Other Method

Postal Customer

Award WinningAward Winning

Vinton Livewire

Vinton Livewire

CelebratingCelebrating

YearsYears67
Wapsie Valley

Produce Auction LLC

1500 120th St., Hazleton (Junct. of C-57 & W-13)
319-238-0149

Flower & Produce 
Auction

Every Tuesday & Friday 
    at 10:30 AM   Starting April 21st

Multi Estate Auction
Sunday, May 17 • 11:30 AM

This is a Live in Person Auction

JOEL SCHMITZ AUCTION SERVICE
Ph: 319-443-2506 • 319-521-4145

www.gotoauction.com/companies/view/2914/

Schmitz Auction Center
Located 3 Miles West of Urbana,  Ia. on  

Hwy 150 then 1.6 Miles North on 29th Ave.  
5332-29th Ave, Vinton, Iowa

Tractors:  Allis Chalmers D17 w/ AC Loader; Allis Chalmers G; 
Troy-Bilt Mustang 54 Zero Turn Mower w/ 25Hp Kohler 280Hrs;  All 3 
Runs Good. Tractors for Parts or Repair:  Allis Chalmers WD45; Allis 

Chalmers B; 4 John Deere unstyled A’s ;  John Deere 420 High Crop, 
John Deere unstyled B;  John Deere 3-4-&5 Bottom 3 Point Hitch 

Plows;John Deere 3 Bottom Plow;John Deere 2 Bottom Plow on Steel; 
Allis Chalmers 2 Bottom Plow on Steel;6’ 3 Point Disc needs work; 6’ 

3 Point Ford Flail Mower; 6’ 3 Point Blade; John Deere 265 Lawn Trac-
tor; Craftsman YT 3000. Lots of Tools  Inc. Welders, Tourches, Power 

& Hand Tools. New Tires: 2-11.2x38; 2-12.4x36; 4- 6.00x16 3 Rib; 
2-5.50x16;1-7.50 x16 3 Rib; Used Tires: 2-11.2x38;2-15.5x38 Lumber  

Farm Toys & John Deere Credit Union Banks
To Be Sold by others: Great Plaines 15’ No Till Drill; John Deere 950 
Diesel Tractor 3 Point 2100 Hrs. 1972 Shell Lake 14’ Tri Bottom Boat 

w/ 20 Chrysler Motor& Trailer;
Owner: Glen Quint Estate & Others

EDITOR/REPORTER EDITOR/REPORTER 
WANTEDWANTED

Vinton Newspaper‘s, an award-winning newspaper, 

is looking for a motivated editor/reporter to join 

our team. This position is ideal for a strong writer 

with a passion for local journalism and community 

storytelling. Responsibilities include: reporting on 

local news and events, writing and editing articles, 

meeting deadlines and working closely with 

contributors to produce a quality weekly newspaper. 

To apply, please send your résumé and 

cover letter to publisher

 Tracy Cummings at 

tracycummings@oelweindailyregister.com

Emmett Donnelly Auctioneering 
& Appraisal Service

1. Full service marketing of ag land, farm equipment, estates, 
household, firearms, sportsmen.

2. Certified General Real Estate Property Appraiser. Ag Land, 
Commercial & Residential.

3. An experienced professional who is willing to assist you with all 
your auction and appraisal needs.

4. Offering live, internet bidding and timed online.
5. If you’re considering an auction or need an appraisal - Call today 

for your free personal consultation!
www.donnellyauction.com

514 13th Ave. NE, Independence, IA 50644
319-334-6122  |  319-404-5005

LINN CO. – NEW LISTING! 74.08 acres located west of Coggon. 73.06 
crop acres with a 76.10 CSR2. $14,750/acre.
LINN CO. – NEW LISTING! 80.00 acres located west of Coggon. 77.56 
crop acres with an 83.40 CSR2. Includes a 56’ x 76’ barn. $15,200/acre.
LINN CO. – 43.93 Acres on the east side of Center Point. Well-timbered 
lot with direct access to nature trail. $27,500/acre.
LINN CO. – 41.00 Acres with attractive, 3 bed/2 bath home & fully modern 
cattle facility including office & onsite feed storage. Located 6 mi. N of 
Marion/3 mi. SE of Central City.

1350 Waubeek Rd., Central City - $1,150,000.00
SCOTT CO. – 55.18 Acres in Davenport along I-280. 45.09 crop acres with an 
80.20 CSR2. $16,500/acre.

 LAND 
FORR SALE 

Mountt Vernonn •• 319-8895-888588 •• www.Hertz.ag 
All Acres are ‘More or Less’ unless noted

Also Offering Professional Farm Management & Appraisal

AACREAGESS FORR SALEE 
DELAWARE CO. – 1.75 ACRES 
Must see! Well-appointed, one-
story, brick home on 1.75 acres 
along hard-surfaced road. 4,239 ft2
finished living space with 2 main-
level bedrooms, 3½ bathrooms & 2 
non-conforming bedrooms below. 
Sauna, billiards room, indoor 
putting green, built-ins, fireplace & 
more!

2290 Jefferson Rd., Manchester
$494,500.00

LINN CO. – 5.26 ACRES with 
spacious two-story home offering 
2,245 SF with 4 bedrooms and 2 
baths. Features include updated 
vinyl windows, hardwood floors, 
fireplace, and a 2008 addition. 
Attached garage, deck, and 
multiple utility buildings with 
electric, heat, and ample storage 
complete this versatile property. 

NEW LISTING!
5718 Quality Ridge Rd., Coggon

$439,500.00

e 

nt
0

Brooke Salger, Human Resources Director
Virginia Gay Hospital • 502 N. 9th Ave., Vinton, IA 52349 or email: bsalger@vghinc.com

Please apply online at myvgh.org as instructed or send resume to:

We Are HIRING
SIGN-ON SIGN-ON 

BONUSES BONUSES 
AVAILABLEAVAILABLE

319-472-6200319-472-6200
www.myvgh.orgwww.myvgh.org

An Equal Opportunity Employer

HOSPITAL:
• Food Associate FT, 11:30 to 8pm & every other 

weekend
• A/R Specialist FT M-F, Primary duty is posting 

insurance/patient payments within the EPIC EHR 
System.  Basic insurance knowledge preferred.

• Patient Registration Clerk (CCO) Primary
duties are registering patients, working with 
various professional and ancillary staff, 
answer main switchboard and other phones. PRN, 
Primarily 2nd & 3rd Shift.

• LPN/RN FT 12N with 1 weekend every 12 weeks.
• RN/LPN PRN as needed.

CLINIC:
• RN/LPN/CMA/MA, M-F 8 to 5 with rotating Saturday 

8 to noon, No holidays.

Hwy. 218 North, Vinton, IA  •  Hwy. 218 North, Vinton, IA  •  319-472-4734  •  800-273-4734319-472-4734  •  800-273-4734

HELP WANTED
ADMINISTRATIVE ASSISTANT

• Full time position, Mon-Fri.
Receptionist with accounting data entry, answer phone calls and redirect as 
needed, excellent communication skills required.
• Greet and assist customers when they arrive at the office.
• Title clerk, payroll entries
• Ability to learn dealership accounting program
• Knowledge of bookkeeping principles
• Monitor office supplies, work with banking representatives on vehicle advances.

APPLY IN PERSON

NOTICE020

U r b a n a Ch r i s t i a n
Church

NOTICE020

APARTMENTS 
FOR RENT200

GARAGE SALES348NOTICE020

LIVEWIRE CLASSIFIEDS

STATE
WIDES040

Audien Hearing. The world’s 
first hearing aid with touch-
screen controls. No tiny but-
tons, apps or prescriptions. 
45-day risk free trial. Free ship-
ping. Lifetime support. More 
than 1.5 million happy custom-
ers. Call Audien 1-855-304-1545

SALUTE TOSALUTE TO
BEEF PRODUCERSBEEF PRODUCERS

Pages 5-8Pages 5-8

PART-TIME SPORTS WRITER PART-TIME SPORTS WRITER 
WANTEDWANTED

Vinton Newspaper‘s, an award-winning newspaper, 

is looking for a motivated part-time sports writer to 

join our team. This position is ideal for a good writer 

with a passion for local high school sports and able to 

take sports photos. Responsibilities include: attending 

local high school sporting events and taking photos, 

writing and editing articles and meeting deadlines to 

produce a quality weekly newspaper. 

To apply, please send your résumé and 

cover letter to publisher

 Tracy Cummings at 

tracycummings@oelweindailyregister.com

REACH...

for a 
great buy 

in the 
Classifieds.

VINTON

NEWSPAPERS

319.472.2311
com
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