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Do I Share Family Drama With My Son?
Dear Annie: I’m a
father of two amazing children
and completely loyal husband
of more than 20 years. But I
have an ongoing issue with my
parents-in-law, especially my
father-in-law.
About 15 years ago, when
our oldest child was a toddler,
my in-laws became upset that I
wasn’t pushing religion hard
enough in the household. They
told my wife I was a “bad
father.” When I confronted my
in-laws during a future visit,
they denied saying it until my
wife agreed with me in front of
them. After that, they agreed to
leave it to my wife and me to
educate our kids in all matters
religious. Unfortunately, not
only did they continue to
interfere with our parenting, but
they also continued to speak
negatively about me to my wife
constantly. Years of such
comments have caused great
strain on my marriage, and I
believe, at this point, divorce is
inevitable.
The way I see it, my
in-laws forced my wife (who is
an only child) to choose
between them and me. She’s
tried to remain neutral, and I do
my best to ignore their snark,
but I’ve come to believe there’s
no solution to this problem
other than to split up.
And on top of all they’ve
done to our marriage, my
father-in-law has taken to
saying he has our oldest child
“in the palm of his hand.” He’s
extremely manipulative, and
this commentary troubles me
greatly, as our teenager seems

ANNIE LANE
DEAR ANNIE

blissfully ignorant. My question
to you is: Should I enlighten our
18-year-old as to what has
occurred in his family, or leave
things as they are because I’m
overly sensitive? -- Am I Wrong
Dear Am I Wrong: You’re
not being overly sensitive. But I
see no need to tell your son
what a miserable old crank his
grandpa is. At this point, he’s
probably figured that out for
himself. Likewise, you should
give your wife more credit. We
don’t get to choose our families,
but we do get to choose our
partners, and your wife chose
you. Don’t lose sight of that
fact. While it’s hurtful that she
hasn’t stood up for you too
much until that point, you
should try expressing that to her
constructively so that you might
have the chance to work
through it. Twenty years of
marriage warrants at least a few
hours of couples counseling
before throwing in the towel, I
would think.
Lastly, though it’s easier
said than done, try not to take
your father-in-law’s jabs
personally. I guarantee he
would have found fault with
any man your wife might have
married. Some people are so

unhappy with themselves that
they derive joy in deriding
others. That’s his problem, not
yours. Don’t take the bait.
Dear Annie: I am disturbed
to still see people leaving their
dogs in hot cars. Whenever I
see this happening, I go into the
nearest businesses and have
announcements made over
intercoms to try to track down
the owners. If I can’t find them,
I call 911 -- because it truly is
an emergency. Here are some
relevant data points from
Redrover.com.
“Dogs are especially
vulnerable to heat-related illness
because they can only cool off
by panting and through the pads
in their feet.
“Even on seemingly mild
days, an enclosed car can be
deadly. In a Stanford University
study, when it was 72 degrees
outside, a car’s internal
temperature climbed to 116
degrees within one hour.
“A dog can only withstand
a high body temperature for a
short time before suffering
nerve damage, heart problems,
liver damage, brain damage or
even death.
“Studies show that
cracking the windows has little
effect on a car’s internal
temperature.” -- Friend to Fido
Dear Friend: I’m happy to
print this reminder, which is
always relevant but especially
urgent as we enter the dog days
of summer.
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Refuse to let anyone limit what you can do
this year. Analyze situations and find the best
way to stabilize your life. Look for opportunities
to work in conjunction with people who share
your beliefs and concerns. Positive change
comes when you do what’s best for you.
LEO (July 23-Aug. 22) -- Hidden matters
will surface. Don’t ignore what’s going on
around you, or you will miss an opportunity to
excel. An innovative idea will put you in the
spotlight and lead to a positive collaboration.
VIRGO (Aug. 23-Sept. 22) -- Expand your
interests, and you will discover opportunities that
will encourage you to follow a new and exciting
path. Self-improvement projects are encouraged.
Romance will enrich your day.
LIBRA (Sept. 23-Oct. 23) -- Keep your
thoughts to yourself and avoid getting into a
battle. Channel your energy into something that
makes you feel good about yourself. An
opportunity will unfold if you take part in
community events.
SCORPIO (Oct. 24-Nov. 22) -- Touch base
with people you don’t see often, and you’ll
receive valuable information. Choosing to follow
a path that is out of the ordinary will give you
something to work toward.
SAGITTARIUS (Nov. 23-Dec. 21) -- Time
is on your side. Slow down, enjoy the moment
and refrain from participating in events that
promote indulgent behavior. Keep your money
in a safe place, and avoid unnecessary
expenditures.
CAPRICORN (Dec. 22-Jan. 19) -- Plan
something you can enjoy with a friend or loved

one. An opportunity to discuss your intentions
will lead to a long-term plan and positive
lifestyle changes. Speak from the heart.
AQUARIUS (Jan. 20-Feb. 19) -- You are
heading in the right direction, so don’t start
making changes to accommodate someone else.
Do your own thing and stand behind your
dreams, hopes and wishes.
PISCES (Feb. 20-March 20) -- A proactive
approach will help you maintain leverage when
trying to get your way. Rely on experience and
knowledge to back your plans. A positive change
looks promising, as long as you don’t hesitate.
ARIES (March 21-April 19) -- Take a
moment to look at every angle of a situation
before you make a move. Patience and discipline
will help you navigate your way through
situations that can determine how your life will
unfold.
TAURUS (April 20-May 20) -- Embrace
change, learn all you can and make adjustments
that will help you reach your goal. Refuse to let
your emotions stand between you and what’s
correct or best for you.
GEMINI (May 21-June 20) -- Listen
carefully. Take your time, and make decisions
based on facts and figures, not on hearsay. Don’t
get involved in something just because someone
close to you does.
CANCER (June 21-July 22) -- If you look
for a good deal, you’ll find one. Ask questions,
negotiate on your behalf and don’t settle for less
than what you want. Change begins with you, so
don’t let anyone push you.
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