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Is a Teenage Bride Ever OK?
Dear Annie: My 19-year-

old daughter -- she’ll be 20 
in July -- is a sophomore at 
Charleston College. She 
came home for spring break 
and informed my husband 
and me that she had found 
her soul mate at Charleston, 
and they plan to marry this 
summer. He’s 24 and a 
graduate student teaching 
English. 

She wants to go back to 
school in the fall as husband 
and wife. How they plan to 
support themselves we have 
no idea. Should we try to 
talk her out if it? We’ve 
already told her we think it’s 
a mistake. -- Disapproving

Dear Disapproving: Have 
a candid conversation with 
your daughter about all of 
the reasons why you think 
she is too young for 
marriage. Explain to her 
that, if they are truly soul 
mates, there is no harm in 
waiting at least until she is 
out of school. 

If she still decides to go 
through with it, then you 
should support her with love 
but not money. Nineteen is 
old enough to make your 
own mistakes. Let her know 
that she will be receiving no 
financial support from you 
or your husband. If she 
wants to have all the 
freedom of being an adult, 
then she also needs to accept 
all the responsibility. 

Dear Annie: I’ve been a 
mail carrier for the past two 
years. I know one of my 
fellow carriers is drinking on 
the job. I actually saw his 
truck parked near a 

neighborhood bar one 
afternoon. I don’t want to be 
a rat. But most of us work 
pretty hard every day. I 
don’t know how this guy 
finds the time to hang out 
and it bugs me. Should I 
report him? -- Worried 
Behind the Wheel 

Dear Worried: You should 
definitely report him -- not 
because you’re frustrated by 
his hanging out at a bar 
during work time, but for 
the safety of others. It’s a 
hazard for the whole 
community to have a drunk 
mailman wreaking havoc on 
the roads. If you don’t report 
him, it could be only a 
matter of time before he 
hurts himself or somebody 
else. Take action before it’s 
too late. Reporting him 
anonymously ensures you 
won’t be involved any 
further once you’ve notified 
the right people. 

Dear Annie: My wife and 
I are in our early 70s and 
still very active. We go out a 
lot and visit relatives often. 
The problem: my wife has 
no sense of time. We are 
routinely one to two hours 
late every place we go. It 
drives me crazy and 
generally leads to an 

argument on the way there. 
Is there any hope in 
convincing her to practice 
some time management? 
She’s pretty set in her ways 
-- even more so when I 
make an issue of it. -- Tired 
of Tardiness

Dear Tired: I assume 
you’ve already discussed 
this with her ad nauseam, 
but it’s time to walk the 
walk. Next time you have 
an appointment, tell her the 
exact time you are leaving 
the house and that if she is 
late, she will have to drive 
separately. Doing this a 
couple of times should let 
her know you mean 
business. 

“Out of Bounds: 
Estrangement, Boundaries 
and the Search for 
Forgiveness” is out now! 
Annie Lane’s third 
anthology is for anyone who 
has lived with anger, 
estrangement or the deep 
ache of being wronged -- 
because forgiveness isn’t for 
them. It’s for you. Visit 
http://www.
creatorspublishing.com for 
more information. Follow 
Annie Lane on Instagram at 
@dearannieofficial. Send 
your questions for Annie 
Lane to dearannie@creators.
com.
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Happy Birthday: Put your energy into self-
improvement projects, good health decisions and 
money management, and you’ll lower your stress 
and find the joy that comes with peace of mind. If 
you look and feel good, you’ll do better. Turn your 
home into your favorite place.

TAURUS (April 20-May 20) -- Be open to 
suggestions, but only do what fits your schedule and 
budget. Travel about and take care of odds and ends 
that are weighing heavily on your mind. 

GEMINI (May 21-June 20) -- Choose to act. 
Taking care of business and your needs, and gaining 
access to the knowledge and experiences you wish 
to engage in, will lead to growth and the confidence 
to overcome obstacles that get in your way.

CANCER (June 21-July 22) -- Pay attention to 
how you look, feel and present yourself to others. 
Take it upon yourself to explore what’s available to 
you through organizations that can help you keep up 
or adjust to changes you face.

LEO (July 23-Aug. 22) -- Assess your situation, 
and devise a plan that addresses your concerns. 
Whether you’re worried about yourself or others, 
taking the initiative to do something will have an 
impact on how you see yourself moving forward.

VIRGO (Aug. 23-Sept. 22) -- Choose to observe 
and to find the best way to navigate your way 
through the ups and downs and chaos going on 
around you. Intelligence alone will not be enough to 
outmaneuver any adversary you encounter today.

LIBRA (Sept. 23-Oct. 23) -- Keep your 
expectations in check and your budget in place. 
Taking on more than you can handle personally, 

professionally or financially will cause emotional 
stress.

SCORPIO (Oct. 24-Nov. 22) -- Be cautious. 
What you think is coming down the pipeline and 
what transpires will perplex you. Keep an open 
mind and be on alert to make a sudden change if 
necessary.

SAGITTARIUS (Nov. 23-Dec. 21) -- A positive 
shift is falling into place. The time to set sail on an 
adventure, or to make positive or creative changes to 
your lifestyle, is sizzling with anticipation and the 
potential of what’s next.

CAPRICORN (Dec. 22-Jan. 19) -- Put your 
energy, backbone and drive into comfort, 
convenience, and a lifestyle that offers gratitude and 
peace of mind. Show passion in all that you choose 
to do.

AQUARIUS (Jan. 20-Feb. 19) -- You can make a 
deal, a move and a job change with confidence. Set 
your sights on something that interests you, and use 
your intelligence to make an impression. A financial 
opportunity looks promising.

PISCES (Feb. 20-March 20) -- Say less, listen 
more. Don’t expect everyone to be honest about 
who they are, what they do or what they want from 
you. Focus inward, on personal growth, your home 
and how you use your skills to earn a living.

ARIES (March 21-April 19) -- Take time to 
listen, evaluate and question. Misinformation or 
misdirection will be prominent and require your 
undivided attention to avoid a scam or someone 
trying to hide something from you.
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