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In Washington on Thurs-
day, Nebraska Congressman 
Adrian Smith was among 
218 House Republicans 
who voted to send to Pres-
ident Donald Trump’s desk 

a sweeping 
bill that will 
extend tax 
cuts enacted 
in 2017 and 
slash $1 
trillion from 
M e d i c a i d 
over the 
next decade 

to help pay for them.
In Smith’s district on 

Wednesday, a medical cen-
ter in the small town of Cur-
tis announced it would soon 
close its doors, blaming the 
decision on the steep cuts to 
the government insurance 
program that covers more 
than 350,000 low-income 
and aging Nebraskans.

“This clinic has been a 
vital part of our mission to 
deliver quality health care 
close to home,” Troy Bruntz, 
the CEO of Community 
Hospital in McCook that 
operates the health center in 
Curtis, said in a news release 
Wednesday.

“Unfortunately, the cur-
rent financial environment, 
driven by anticipated fed-
eral budget cuts to Medic-
aid, has made it impossible 
for us to continue operating 
all of our services, many of 
which have faced signifi-
cant financial challenges 
for years.”

Community Hospital 
hasn’t determined when 
the clinic, which appears to 

be one of two health clinics 
left in western Nebraska’s 
Frontier County, will close 
its doors. Bruntz did not 
return a phone call seeking 
comment Thursday. A call 
to the clinic in Curtis — a 
town of about 800 people 
more than 200 miles west 
of Lincoln — went unan-
swered.

But rural health care ad-
vocates and those in Curtis 
lamented the clinic’s loom-
ing closure, raising con-
cerns about what it could 
mean particularly for the 
elderly and disabled in the 
seat of Frontier County who 
will now have to drive up to 
or more than an hour one 
way for health care in cities 
like North Platte, Cozad, 
Lexington or McCook.

The county’s only other 
primary health clinic, in 
Eustis, is open Mondays 
and for three hours Friday 
mornings.

“Medicaid isn’t just 
an insurance plan for the 
poorest among us,” said 

Jed Hansen, 
the director 
of the Ne-
braska Ru-
ral Health 
A s s o c i a -
tion. “Med-
icaid is a 
rural health 
system pay-

ment stability program. And 
when you create instability 
within the system, you’re 
going to end up with clo-
sures. And everyone loses.

“In Curtis, it’s not just 
people that were on Med-
icaid that now don’t have 
a clinic. It’s everyone in 

town.”
Hansen and other health 

care advocates had warned 
Nebraska’s federal delegates 
about the harm Medicaid 
cuts could have in the state, 
where more than 100,000 
residents could eventually 
lose health care coverage 
under the cuts the House 
passed Thursday.

Advocates said earlier this 
week Trump’s policy bill, if 
enacted, could impact in-
patient mental health care 
providers in Nebraska’s 
Panhandle, place strain on 
more than 20 maternal care 
wards in the state and likely 
force the outright closure 
of six rural hospitals within 
24 months of the phased-in 
cuts taking full effect.

A day later, Republican 
U.S. Sens. Deb Fischer and 
Pete Ricketts of Nebraska 
both voted to advance the 
bill back to the House, 
where all three of the state’s 
U.S. representatives — in-
cluding Smith — voted to 
pass it Thursday.

In a statement, a spokes-
man for Smith, a Republi-
can in his 10th term in the 
House, said it was “dis-
appointing a decision was 
made to close this rural 
health clinic prior to com-
pletion of the reconciliation 
package, which will provide 
an additional $50 billion to 
boost rural health provid-
ers.”

“Congressman Smith has 
been a leader on legislation 
to modernize payments, 
reduce regulatory burdens 
and update telehealth rules 
to strengthen rural health 
clinics to better serve their 

communities,” the spokes-
man said.

Hansen, though, said 
the $50 billion rural health 
fund within Trump’s pol-
icy bill would provide only 
“short-term stability” for 
a state hospital system that, 
he said, needs about $200 
million per year in federal 
dollars to remain solvent.

Nebraska’s hospitals 
seemed to get good news 
late last week when the fed-
eral government approved a 
state plan that would allow 
state hospitals to pay about 
$500 million in what are 
known as provider taxes to 
the state in order to leverage 
$1.4 billion in federal funds 
in return, a net of about 
$900 million.

But Hansen said Trump’s 
bill will “significantly re-
duce” that reimbursement 
to about $150 million an-
nually.

“It sounds just like a lot of 
money, but we’re projecting 
that we need between $200 
million and $220 million a 
year to keep our hospitals 
in a healthy, solvent state,” 
Hansen said, adding that 
Trump’s bill “leads to a 
destabilization of our rural 
services.

“And like what you’re 
seeing in Curtis ... when 
you into communities or if 
you have service lines that 
are especially reliant on 
Medicaid, those services 
are just going to go away,” 
he said. “When clinics, 
when service lines, when 
hospitals close down ... they 
just don’t come back in rural 
communities.”

In Curtis on Thursday, 

residents were still digest-
ing the news of their health 
clinic’s looming closure.

The Rev. James Peterson, 
pastor at St. John’s Lutheran 
Church there, hadn’t heard 
of the closure until a re-
porter called the church 
Thursday morning, though 
he said the news didn’t sur-
prise him.

“I know it’s the only fa-
cility we have in the county, 
but most everyone I know 
goes to McCook or North 
Platte, anyway,” he said, 
adding that the people of 
Curtis “drive an hour to go 
anywhere.”

“I don’t hear anybody 
complaining in town about 
the status quo,” he said.

April Littell-Roberts, 
who runs the town’s senior 
center, said the closure 
would affect more than just 

Curtis, pointing to smaller 
villages nearby like Moore-
field, Maywood and Stock-
ville, where residents might 
drive into Curtis for their 
health care.

She worried, too, about 
the senior center’s patrons 
— most of whom still drive, 
she said, but may not be in-
clined to drive 45 minutes to 
McCook for care.

“Instead of being able to 
(drive) 5-10 minutes to get 
to the clinic to get a cold 
taken care of, now they’re 
going to have to go an hour’s 
drive to get looked at,” she 
said. “So quite a few of them 
are probably not going to be 
going to the doctor.”

Reach the writer at  
402-473-7223 or awegley@
journalstar.com. On Twitter  
@andrewwegley

As Republicans in Washington cut Medicaid, 
a rural Nebraska health clinic closes
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Officials at Community Hospital in McCook, which operates 
Curtis Medical Center in Frontier County, announced 
Wednesday the clinic would soon close, blaming steep 
Medicaid cuts in President Donald Trump’s domestic policy bill.

Hansen

Smith

moorwohS submuloC
0449.465.204

moc.allePdnaltraeH

.emoh ruoy
tnemelpmoc ot

elyts sselemit ,keelS

srooD  dna swodniW

 yratnemelpmoc dna gnitsartnoc htiW .semarf
roloc laud dna kcalB gnidulcni ,elyts ngised

euqinu ruoy eveihca ot snoitpo roloc
roiretxe dna roiretni evif morf esoohC

.ecnamrofrep rof elyts ecifircas ot
evah t’nod uoy ,®aivrepmI ®alleP htiW

.emoc ot sraey rof lufituaeb kool lliw
 srood oitap dna swodniw ssalgrebif gnitsal-gnol

 ,gnirudne esehT .tnemetats a ekam dna
 tseretni ngised dda nac uoy ,sehsinif erawdrah

 yratnemelpmoc dna gnitsartnoc htiW .semarf

402-564-1338

Committed to the Health Care
of Your Family

Daniel J. Rosenquist, MD
Kipton L. Anderson, MD
Dale A. Zaruba, MD

Joseph L. Citta lll, MD
Megan M. Faltys, MD
Michelle L. Sell, MD

Mary E. Sueper, APRN
Kelsey R. Maguire, PA-C
Brooke J. Krings, PA-C
Danielle T. Baker, PA-C
Kirsten G. Rohde, APRN

4214 38th St. • Columbus, NE
www.columbusfamilypractice.com

Marie D. Rodehorst, MD

An affirmative action/equal opportunity institution.

STEPUPTO
YOURFUTURE

402-564-7132 or
1-877-222-0780
www.cccneb.edu

Visit or
call today!

EXPIRES: 7/31/2025

$5 off
12 pc.
Chicken
LIMITED TIME
OFFER!

CODE: 60400

Offer expires on 7/31/2025

$2299
LARGE 2-TOPPING PIZZA
& 2 LITER COKE FOR ONLY


