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Festival honors late Temple Israel member
400 taste hamantaschen recipes at ‘heartwarming, heartbreaking’ event
AMANDA KOEHN | BUREAU CHIEF
@AmandaKoehnCJN
akoehn@cjn.org |
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Neil Goldberg, father of the late Allison Senser and producer of the “Purimagination 2019”
festival, stays connected to the Columbus Jewish community through the annual event in
Senser’s memory. | CJN photo / Abbie Murphy

fter moving to Columbus in 2007,
Allison Senser soon realized
making hamantaschen was not a
common practice for the new friends she
made. Fortunately, Senser was something
of a hamantaschen extraordinaire –
baking it throughout her life using a recipe
that dates back to the late 1800s and was
passed down starting with her great-greatgreat-grandmother in Poland.
Willing to teach, Senser soon made
baking hamantaschen a new tradition
among her friends and their families.
Her community building came to an
abrupt and unexpected end, however, when
on March 2, 2016, just two days after giving
birth to her third daughter, she died of a
pulmonary embolism. She was 35.

The year following her death, Temple
Israel – where Senser, her husband, Andy,
and their children were members –
worked with a small group of friends to
bake hamantaschen in her honor at the
Columbus temple. In 2018, the temple
moved the growing event to Franklin
Park Conservatory and Botanical
Gardens in Columbus.
Enter 2019, when on March 10,
about 400 attendees indulged in dozens
of different hamantaschen varieties
during the third annual Allison Senser
Hamantaschen Festival at the Hilton
Columbus at Easton Grand Ballroom in
Columbus.
Behind the expansion is Senser’s
father, Neil Goldberg, a Broadway
director and founder of the Cirque
Dreams Entertainment Brand, which
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Central Ohio ﬁlmmaker’s documentary shines
light on Holocaust survivors, liberators
AMANDA KOEHN | BUREAU CHIEF
@AmandaKoehnCJN
akoehn@cjn.org |
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n 2001, Matthew Rozell, a high
school teacher in upstate New York,
interviewed a World War II tank
commander as part of a project he was
working on with students to collect
veterans’ stories.
He assumed an interview with one
student’s grandfather would simply
be added to his archives online. But
at the end of the interview and only
at the prompting of his daughter,
Carrol “Red” Walsh described an

incident when he came upon a train
holding 2,500 concentration camp
survivors. It was a couple days before
the liberation of the Bergen-Belsen
concentration camp in Germany, April
15, 1945. The Nazis were rushing to
get rid of inmates, however the train
was stopped and some survivors had
already been let out.
The soldiers – Walsh, co-commander
George C. Gross and Maj. Clarence
Benjamin – were faced with a decision:
Do they stay and help the survivors
or continue their mission? They
chose the former, and in the process,

Benjamin snapped one of the only
photos in existence from the moment
of liberation – when the survivors saw
Americans had arrived.
The photo was later held in national
archives but was not available to the
public. Walsh told Rozell that Gross
had it. Months later, Rozell met with
Gross, got the photo that had been
hiding in Gross’ shoe box for 70 years,
and with permission, uploaded it to
his website, Teaching History Matters.
The photo soon earned millions of
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This photo was taken April 13, 1945, when
U.S. troops came upon a train transporting
2,500 Jewish survivors from Bergen-Belsen
concentration camp in Germany. U.S. Maj.
Clarence Benjamin took the photo, depicting
the moment of liberation. The photo and story
behind it are the subject of an upcoming
documentary directed by Mike Edwards, a
Gahanna resident. | Photo / Matthew Rozell /
Teaching History Matters

