FAITH

IN PUBLIC LIFE

Mayor Ginther: Seek The Peace Of The City, Defund The Police

Dear Mayor Ginther,

You have heard the cries of the people: “Black Lives Matter! Defund the Police!” But you
have not yet acted with courage and clarity to ensure that the aggressive and militarized
policing that Columbus has become famous for ends on your watch.

As faith leaders, we call on you to add no new or additional funding to the 2021 budget
for the Columbus Division of Police when you present your Executive Proposal to
Columbus City Council on November 15th. Further, we call on you to divest from the
force responsible for the deadly status quo in Black and Brown communities, and
instead reinvest in programs that result in health and safety for every person in every
neighborhood: affordable housing, mental health services, education, employment
programs, restorative justice services, comprehensive quality child care and more.
Finally, please meet with the signers of this letter by October 31st to share and explain
your proposal for 2021 police funding.

As people of faith, we know that budgets are moral documents. When the city of
Columbus spends one third of its budget on policing, we are saying that God values
punishment and surveillance over care and connection, and as faith leaders, we know

this is not true.

Mayor Ginther, for such a time as this, seek the peace of the city by defunding the police.

In faith,
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