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Fair prep
adjusts to
turnover
By LEO WOLFSON

leo@codyenterprise.com

Fitzsimmons, a paramedic for
Cody Regional Health, during the
July 6 Park County commissioners meeting.
Early retirees and remote
workers make up a large contingency of the new residents.
Although both these groups do
contribute to the local economy
through sales taxes and if they
own homes, property taxes. If
their employer isn’t based in Wyoming, they dodge making larger
contributions to the local tax base
that are usually made by local

The Park County Fair is less
than three weeks away and the
annual local event is starting to
take shape despite some recent
adversity.
The fair will look nearly identical to the way it has in the
past aside from last year, with
grandstand events, a carnival, all
livestock competitions and a full
selection of vendors returning.
Final preparations are coming together after a high-profile
turnover. In late June, it was
revealed events administrator
Audra Jewell, who was in charge
of the majority of fair planning
and management, had been dismissed by the county. Although
Park County Commissioner Scott
Mangold said her supervisor Mike
Garza, who heads the county’s
buildings and grounds and events
departments, had made the commissioners aware of issues with
Jewell, he said it was Garza who
had the final say when it came to
terminating her.
“Mike is the manager,” Mangold said. “He is the one responsible for that position and to take
care of it.
“It’s all up to him.”
Mangold would not say what
issues led to Jewell’s termination. Jewell did not respond to a
request for comment.
The news of her termination
was met with frustration at a special fair board meeting on June
21.
“Finding out a few weeks
before the fair is tough,” Park
County Fair Advisory Board
Chairwoman Tiffany Brando said
in a June 25 phone interview,
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What happens to locals?
Influx of people
pressures Cody
in many ways
By LEO WOLFSON

leo@codyenterprise.com

The populations of Park County and Cody have almost always
grown during their more than
100-year histories, and with that
growth certain divides have been
forged between longtime locals

and the new transplants.
One of the biggest inflection
points in the city’s population
growth came during the construction of the Buffalo Bill Dam from
1905-1910, which brought in
many immigrants from Europe.
“They kind of did their own
thing and not many of them really
meshed with the town,” said Park
County Archivist Brian Beauvais.
Later on, famed local Caroline Lockhart was notoriously
disparaging in the remarks she
made publicly about newcomers
from the Midwest, part of a longexisting split between idealist

newcomers and “old-timer locals”
in Cody, Beauvais said.
These rhetorical attacks have
only continued during the past
year of population influx, with
particular distrust expressed
about Californians, but what will
affect local residents much more
directly in the short term are the
structural pressures brought on
by the increase in residents.
Specifically, affordable housing, as well as public and private
services are all taking a hit.
“We have noticed a significant increase in population that
requires our services,” said Tom

Travel council
eyes fed funds
By ZAC TAYLOR

zac@codyenterprise.com

The Park County Travel Council
has asked the State of Wyoming for
$887,000 in funding from the latest
federal stimulus program.
At their June meeting members voted to ask for the maximum
amount the entity is eligible for, with
plans to spend much of it on developing new marketing materials about
the region.
“It’s a great way to build assets of
outdoor shots for the future,” member
Ruffin Prevost said. “We’re dumb if
we don’t do that.”
They would have to put it all
together quickly, as all money
would have to be spent by the end
of the year, with any unspent funds
returned to the state.
While earlier funds were ear-
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Magic
trick

marked more specifically for marketing campaigns addressing COVID-19
– Park County focused on its wideopen spaces – these are more flexible.
“We don’t have to show Covid,
we’re recovering, moving on,” board
member and Xanterra sales and marketing director Rick Hoeninghausen
said. “We’re moving on to the next
stage.”
Prevost recommended trying to
stay local with marketing, such as
using local videographers.
“We can try to spend production
work locally,” he said.
And while Blair’s Hotel owner
and board member Ted Blair said
the town needed more tourists this
summer like “they need a hole in the
head” due to the staffing shortages,
member John Wetzel saw it more as
a fall campaign and a head start on
next year.

Roscoe
Whitford,
7, helps
magician
Cody
Landstrom
with a
magic
trick June
29 at
the Park
County
Library.

photo by LAUREN MODLER

INDEX
Almanac............. 4-5C
Calendar............... 6C
Classifieds.......... 2-3C

DEATHS
Obituaries..............5A
Opinion..................4A
Cody Life........ 1, 3, 6C

CODY WEATHER REPORT
THU NIGHT
FRI
SAT
CODY
WEATHER
REPORT
Complete area forecast page 6C

Public Notices..........2B
Sports............. 1, 3-4B

Alan Gauthier, 77, Cody
Laura Long, 68, Cody
Buerma Lynam, 68, Cody
Gloria “Lola” McCumber, 81, Cody
Patricia Sebring, 78, Sedalia, Mo.
Charlotte “Char” Stevens, 95, Cody
LaDonna Zall, Cody
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