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By BOYD D. LEWIS
REIMS FRANCE — May 7, 1945 — (UP) — Representatives of four Allied 

powers and vanquished Germany scrawled their names on a sheet of foolscap in 
a map-lined 30-by-30 foot room at 2:41 a.m. European time today and ended 
World War II in Europe.

I will witnessed this historic scene.
In a ceremony exactly 20 minutes long, Col. Gen. Gustav Jodl, chief of staff 

of Admiral Doenitz’s government and a long-time close friend of Adolf Hitler, 
surrendered all German armed forces on land, sea and land the air.

The surrender is effective one minute after midnight Wednesday British dou-
ble summer time (5:01 p.m. CWT.)

A high officer said almost all firing had ceased on the remaining fronts.
The actual signing took five minutes. There are four copies of the surrender 

document, and in addition the naval disarmament treaty order which was 
signed by Admiral Sir Harold Burroughs, Allied naval chief.

Immediately after signing the last document with a bold “Jodl” the Nazi 
arose, bowed, and in a broken voice pleaded for generosity “for the German, for 
the German armed forces,” who he said “both had achieved and suffered more 
than perhaps any other people in the world.”

EISENHOWER CONFIDENT
Gen. Dwight D. Eisenhower, smiling, confident and restrained, sat with his 

deputy, Britain’s Air Chief Marshal Sir Arthur Tedder beside him. Later, in a 
three-minute statement for newsreels, Eisenhower hailed the German surrender 
as the conclusion of the plan reached by President Roosevelt and Prime Minister 
Winston Churchill at Casablanca in 1942 — unconditional surrender.

“We have defeated Germany for on land, sea and in the air,” Eisenhower said. 
He added that the peace was fittingly signed “in France, a country which suffered 
so much at the hands of Germany and whose liberation started on D-Day just 
11 months ago yesterday (Sunday).”

Eyewitness Account Of Surrender By Germany


