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On Sept. 2, 1945, U.S. Gen. Douglas MacArthur signs the Japanese surrender documents aboard the USS Missouri in Tokyo Bay, formally ending World War II. Standing behind him are Lt. Gen. Jonathan 

Wainwright, left foreground, who surrendered Bataan to the Japanese, and British Lt. Gen. A. E. Percival, next to Wainwright, who surrendered Singapore. 
AP FILE

‘Unconditional surrender’

FROM CNHI NEWS

Joe Sims had a front-row seat on the USS Missouri for the 

formal surrender of Japan in Tokyo Bay on Sept. 2, 1945.

Sims, who had been assigned to the USS Missouri in 

1943, said he saw the battleship for the first time in Decem-

ber of that year.
“Coming from Kansas and never having seen ships or the 

ocean, it was awesome,” he recalled before his death in 2014 

at the age of 92. “I was ready to be part of the action.”

He also was on board for the shakedown cruise in 1944, 

and served on the ship until the end of the war.

After Okinawa, the Missouri joined other 

U.S. ships in bombing the Japanese mainland. 

Sims also was on board on Aug. 15 when 

Japan announced it would surrender, after 

atomic bombs had been dropped on Hiroshi-

ma and Nagasaki. He said the mood on the 

ship was one of “jubilation.”

Three weeks later, the Missouri would be 

the stage on which the formal surrender cere-

mony would occur.

“As you went into Tokyo Bay, you had the uneasy feeling 

that this could be a trap,” Sims, of Joplin, Missouri, told his 

hometown newspaper.

As a musician first class, playing the trombone, Sims had a 

seat near the gangplank as American and Japanese dignitar-

ies boarded the battleship.

“We had a great view of this as they came aboard. They 

came aboard looking very proud,” he said of the Japanese 

officials. 
“They didn’t appear to be cowed and beaten. I kind of had 

a feeling that they were getting what they deserved.”

“You kind of wanted them to look beat, but they didn’t,” 

Sims added.
Gen. Douglas MacArthur spoke first that day: “The issues, 

involving divergent ideals and ideologies, have been deter-

mined on the battlefields of the world, and hence are not for 

our discussion or debate.”

MacArthur’s hands shook as he read from his notes,  just 

as they would when he signed the formal surrender, naval 

historian Ian Toll later wrote.

Afterward, representatives of Japan, the United States and 

other nations signed.

MacArthur then spoke again: “Let us pray that peace be 

now restored to the world and that God will preserve it al-

ways. These proceedings are closed.”

The official instrument of surrender is in the National 

Archives in Washington, D.C.; the USS Missouri is at Pearl 

Harbor, not far from the USS Arizona Memorial. A plaque 

on the deck commemorates the location of the signing.

Witness  
to surrender: 

Joe Sims

FROM CNHI NEWS

O f all the U.S. ships present in Tokyo Bay on Sept. 2, 1945, 

none had a longer journey or perhaps more of a right 

to be there than the USS West Virginia.

It was the only battleship that had been hit at Pearl Harbor 

on Dec. 7, 1941, to be present for the formal surrender of Ja-

pan in Tokyo Bay nearly four years later.

The West Virginia, moored on Battleship Row that Sunday 

morning, was struck by both torpedoes and armor-piercing 

shells.  The captain and more than 100 of  the West Virginia’s 

crew were killed in the attack.

In May 1942, the West Virginia was refloated, followed by 

two years of repairs before sea trials in June 1944. The ship 

that had once rested in the Pearl Harbor mud was back in ac-

tion that October for the Battle of Leyte Gulf, the largest naval 

battle of World War II, as well as for the 1945 island invasions 

at Iwo Jima and Okinawa.

In June 1945, the USS West Virginia and its crew began pre-

paring for the planned invasion of Japan, but on Aug. 15 the 

war ended and the ship and its crew were ordered to join the 

occupation of Japan. They arrived in Tokyo Bay on Aug. 31.

According to the National World War II Museum in New 

Orleans, “She was the only survivor of the Pearl Harbor attack 

present in Tokyo Bay that morning.  ...  As the most import-

ant ceremony of the war got underway, West Virginia had no 

role in the somber occasion. 

“She lay silently ... a triumphant reminder of how Japan 

had gambled and lost.”

The USS West Virginia was decommissioned in 1947 and in 

1959 was towed to New York and scrapped.

Witness  
to surrender:  

USS West Virginia

U.S. Navy sailors rescue survivors from the water alongside the 

sinking USS West Virginia after the Japanese attack on Pearl 

Harbor on Dec. 7, 1941. COURTESY | NATIONAL ARCHIVES

On Sept. 2, 1945, servicemen, reporters and photographers 

perch on the USS Missouri to witness the ceremony ending 

World War II. 
AP FILE

On Sept. 2, 1945, Japanese surrender signatories arrive on 

board the USS Missouri in Tokyo Bay to participate in the 

formal surrender. 
AP FILE
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J oe Sims had a front-row seat on the USS Missouri for the 
formal surrender of Japan in Tokyo Bay on Sept. 2, 1945.

Sims, who had been assigned to the USS Missouri in 
1943, said he saw the battleship for the first time in Decem-
ber of that year.

“Coming from Kansas and never having seen ships or the 
ocean, it was awesome,” he recalled before his death in 2014 
at the age of 92. “I was ready to be part of the action.”

He also was on board for the shakedown cruise in 1944, 
and served on the ship until the end of the war.

After Okinawa, the Missouri joined other 
U.S. ships in bombing the Japanese mainland. 
Sims also was on board on Aug. 15 when 
Japan announced it would surrender, after 
atomic bombs had been dropped on Hiroshi-
ma and Nagasaki. He said the mood on the 
ship was one of “jubilation.”

Three weeks later, the Missouri would be 
the stage on which the formal surrender cere-
mony would occur.

“As you went into Tokyo Bay, you had the uneasy feeling 
that this could be a trap,” Sims, of Joplin, Missouri, told his 
hometown newspaper.

As a musician first class, playing the trombone, Sims had a 
seat near the gangplank as American and Japanese dignitar-
ies boarded the battleship.

“We had a great view of this as they came aboard. They 
came aboard looking very proud,” he said of the Japanese 
officials. 

“They didn’t appear to be cowed and beaten. I kind of had 
a feeling that they were getting what they deserved.”

“You kind of wanted them to look beat, but they didn’t,” 
Sims added.

Gen. Douglas MacArthur spoke first that day: “The issues, 
involving divergent ideals and ideologies, have been deter-
mined on the battlefields of the world, and hence are not for 
our discussion or debate.”

MacArthur’s hands shook as he read from his notes,  just 
as they would when he signed the formal surrender, naval 
historian Ian Toll later wrote.

Afterward, representatives of Japan, the United States and 
other nations signed.

MacArthur then spoke again: “Let us pray that peace be 
now restored to the world and that God will preserve it al-
ways. These proceedings are closed.”

The official instrument of surrender is in the National 
Archives in Washington, D.C.; the USS Missouri is at Pearl 
Harbor, not far from the USS Arizona Memorial. A plaque 
on the deck commemorates the location of the signing.

Witness  
to surrender: 

Joe Sims

FROM CNHI NEWS

O f all the U.S. ships present in Tokyo Bay on Sept. 2, 1945, 
none had a longer journey or perhaps more of a right 
to be there than the USS West Virginia.

It was the only battleship that had been hit at Pearl Harbor 
on Dec. 7, 1941, to be present for the formal surrender of Ja-
pan in Tokyo Bay nearly four years later.

The West Virginia, moored on Battleship Row that Sunday 
morning, was struck by both torpedoes and armor-piercing 
shells.  The captain and more than 100 of  the West Virginia’s 
crew were killed in the attack.

In May 1942, the West Virginia was refloated, followed by 
two years of repairs before sea trials in June 1944. The ship 
that had once rested in the Pearl Harbor mud was back in ac-
tion that October for the Battle of Leyte Gulf, the largest naval 
battle of World War II, as well as for the 1945 island invasions 
at Iwo Jima and Okinawa.

In June 1945, the USS West Virginia and its crew began pre-
paring for the planned invasion of Japan, but on Aug. 15 the 
war ended and the ship and its crew were ordered to join the 
occupation of Japan. They arrived in Tokyo Bay on Aug. 31.

According to the National World War II Museum in New 
Orleans, “She was the only survivor of the Pearl Harbor attack 
present in Tokyo Bay that morning.  ...  As the most import-
ant ceremony of the war got underway, West Virginia had no 
role in the somber occasion. 

“She lay silently ... a triumphant reminder of how Japan 
had gambled and lost.”

The USS West Virginia was decommissioned in 1947 and in 
1959 was towed to New York and scrapped.

Witness  
to surrender:  

USS West Virginia

U.S. Navy sailors rescue survivors from the water alongside the 
sinking USS West Virginia after the Japanese attack on Pearl 
Harbor on Dec. 7, 1941. COURTESY | NATIONAL ARCHIVES

On Sept. 2, 1945, servicemen, reporters and photographers 
perch on the USS Missouri to witness the ceremony ending 
World War II. AP FILE

On Sept. 2, 1945, Japanese surrender signatories arrive on 
board the USS Missouri in Tokyo Bay to participate in the 
formal surrender. AP FILE
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Local front pages in the final months of the war in the Pacific
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