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Eisenhower did not attend the actual signing. That was carried out by gener-
als of America, Russia, England and France on his behalf.

After signing the last sheet Jodl arose and General Admiral Hans Georg Frie-
deburg and Jodl’s aide, Maj. Wilhelm Oxinius, jumped up with him.

ASKS GENEROSITY 
Lt. Gen. Walter Bedell Smith, who signed for Anglo-American forces as 

SHAEF chief of staff, asked Jodl to meet him at 10 a.m. Monday morning to ar-
range for German Liaison officers to carry out the surrender and disarmament 
orders.

Jodl stood with eyes half shut, leaning slightly forward, and said in English, 
“I want to say a few words.” Then he spoke rapidly in German in a voice which 
seemed on the point of cracking once or twice:

“General, with this signature the German people and the German armed 
forces are for the better or worse delivered into the victor’s hands.

“In this war which has lasted more than five years both have achieved more 
and suffered more perhaps than any other people in the world.

“I express the hope the victor will treat them with generosity.”
Ten minutes later he was presented before the supreme commander. Eisen-

hower stood very grim at his desk in his cubbyhole office and asked if Jodl under-
stood the terms he would carry out.

Jodl muttered “Yes” to Maj. Gen. K.W.D. Strong, SHAEF intelligence officer 
who was the interpreter.

The Germans’ heels clicked and they strode out, Jodl tripping on a camera 
floodlight cable.

The war was ended at a black-topped table 20 by 6 feet, bathed in floodlights 
which heated the tiny “war room” almost insufferably.

SIXTY SPECTATORS
Some 60 spectators, including 16 correspondents representing world news 

agencies, radio networks, newsreels and still pictures and sound and recording 
technicians of the signal corps officers, charged with recording the scene on film 
and to record it for posterity, gathered shortly before 2 a.m.
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