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THE WEATHER
Today, cloudy, windy, rain from a
tropical storm, high 59. Tonight,
windy, rain at times, low 55. Tomor-
row, cloudy, breezy, occasional rain,
high 65. Weather map is on Page D8.
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More People
Feel the Strain

Of a Shutdown

Layoff Fears, No Pay
and Disrupted Plans

By EILEEN SULLIVAN

WASHINGTON — Reverbera-
tions of the federal government
shutdown, which began nearly
two weeks ago, are starting to be
felt by certain segments of Ameri-
cans, hinting at problems that
could deepen for the public if Con-
gress cannot reach a funding
agreement soon.

In some Native American com-
munities, medical services such
as diabetes monitoring and tele-
health sessions, have been cur-
tailed or canceled. Veterans no
longer have access to career coun-
seling or regional benefits offices.
Taxpayers rushing to meet a
Wednesday deadline for extended
filing are going to have to wait on
hold because fewer Internal Reve-
nue Service customer service
agents are working to answer
questions.

In addition, many of the coun-
try’s fruit and vegetable farmers
face hurdles in planning for next
year’s crops because there is so
much uncertainty about what fed-
eral assistance they can expect.
Large segments of the federal
work force on Friday received
what will be their last paycheck
until the government reopens.

And the Trump administration
said on Friday that more than
4,000 federal employees will be
laid off in a new round of mass fir-
ings, a maneuver that is facing a
legal challenge.

As the strains deepen, the fall-
out has done little to tip the scales
in Washington, where Republi-
cans and Democrats are locked in
a standoff over how to extend
funding to keep the government
open.

President Trump has cut or
paused billions in funding for
Democratic jurisdictions and in-
tensifying his threats to overhaul
the federal bureaucracy. Last
week, he publicly mulled denying
legally mandated back pay to
some federal workers, inserting
more anxiety into a work force
that has faced stress and uncer-
tainty since he returned to the
Oval Office.

“Most of them are going to get
back pay, and we’re going to try
and make sure of that,” Mr. Trump
said on Wednesday. “But some of
them are being hurt very badly by
the Democrats and they therefore
won’t qualify.”

The White House did not re-
spond directly to a question seek-
ing to clarify what the president
meant, instead issuing a state-
ment blaming Democrats for the
shutdown, which started on Oct. 1.

About 600,000 federal workers
are furloughed because of the
shutdown. Others are working
without pay because they hold
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In Tel Aviv, watching the sunset at the beach on Sunday, hours before the expected exchange of hostages between Israel and Hamas.

Black Workers
Are Cast Aside
In Policy Shifts

By LYDIA DePILLIS

Joblessness for Black workers
is rising again, two years after
reaching a record low. It’s a trou-
bling indicator: Joblessness often
spikes higher for historically mar-
ginalized groups during economic
downturns, and takes longer to
fall.

This time, the Trump adminis-
tration’s assault on diversity pro-
grams and cuts to the federal
work force could make it even
more difficult for Black workers to
recover when conditions improve.

The African American unem-
ployment rate has surged over the
past four months, from 6 to 7.5 per-
cent, while the rate for white peo-
ple ticked down slightly to 3.7 per-
cent. On top of a slowing economy,
the White House’s actions have
disproportionately harmed Black
workers, economists said.

“I think the speed at which
things have changed, in such a
dramatic fashion, is out of the or-
dinary,” said Valerie Wilson, who
directs the program on race, eth-
nicity and the economy at the Eco-
nomic Policy Institute, a left-lean-
ing think tank. “There’s been such
a rapid shift in policy, rather than
something cyclical or structural
about the economy.”

At least since the 1970s, when
the federal government started

Continued on Page A22

Behind Voting Rights Challenge,

A Group of Citizens in Louisiana

By ABBIE VANSICKLE

WASHINGTON — One woman
made national news when she
protested the Covid-19 vaccine at
her local City Council. Anotheris a
member of the Trumpettes, a
group of women united in their ar-
dent support for the president. A
third is a retired grocery sales-
man who said he didn’t remember
signing up to be involved in a law-
suit.

The three are among the 12 Lou-
isiana voters at the center of a
case set to be heard by the Su-
preme Court on Wednesday that
could gut what remains of the Vot-
ing Rights Act of 1965, the land-
mark civil-rights-era legislation.

In January 2024, the group filed
alawsuit challenging the constitu-
tionality of Louisiana’s congres-

sional district map, arguing state
lawmakers had discriminated
against them as white voters by
impermissibly taking race into ac-
count when they drafted the map
after the 2020 census.

Since then, they’ve been re-
ferred to in court filings merely as
the “non-African-American” vot-
ers.

Plaintiffs in such weighty Su-
preme Court cases often become
the public faces of major issues in
American life, their names forever
tied to the historic legal chal-
lenges: Fred Korematsu became a
civilrightsicon for resisting an ex-
ecutive order that forced Japa-
nese Americans into internment

Continued on Page A16

Mexico Hopes It Won't Be the Next Venezuela

By PAULINA VILLEGAS
and JACK NICAS

CULIACAN, Mexico — As
President Trump has blown up
one boat after another off Vene-
zuela’s coast and declared an
“armed conflict” against drug car-
tels, a question with stark conse-
quences has arisen much closer to
the United States.

Could Mexico, where far more
drugs are made by some of the
world’s most powerful criminal
groups, be next?

“I'would be honored to goin and
do it” Mr. Trump said in May,
about using U.S. forces to hunt
cartel members. “The cartels are
trying to destroy our country.
They’re evil”

Yet three senior Mexican offi-

Rejecting Concept of
Armed Help Against
Cartels From U.S.

cials said in interviews that, al-
though they are watching the U.S.
military action with caution, Mex-
ico is not worried — for now.
That is because, they said, the
cooperation between the coun-
tries has become simply too ro-
bust and yielded too many results
on migration and drugs for them
to imagine the Trump administra-
tion jeopardizing it by conducting
unilateral military strikes. Their
assessments were reinforced by
two Trump administration offi-

cials who emphasized collabora-
tion between the countries.

But perhaps more surprisingly,
these views were shared by sev-
eral members of a top cartel who
said they were unafraid of Ameri-
can intervention. They were more
focused on an ongoing conflict
within their ranks, they said.

Sofar, the U.S. government says
it has targeted only boats leaving
Venezuela, a country ruled by an
autocratic  government that
Washington has long wanted
gone.

Continued on Page A5

STAKE OFFER Venezuela’s leader
proposed allocating oil and min-
eral wealth to the U.S. to appease
President Trump. PAGE A7

Eye on a Menace in the Sky
The U.S. Army is trying to catch up with the expanding use of deadly drones in warfare. Page A12.
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IMAGE STAINED BY WAR

Criticism of Its Conduct
Grows Increasingly
Bipartisan

By DAVID M. HALBFINGER

JERUSALEM — The war in
Gaza may finally be ending, after
two years of bloodshed and de-
struction. On Sunday, Israelis and
Palestinians prepared for the next
step of the cease-fire agreement:
an exchange of all of the living
hostages who remain in Gaza for
about 2,000 Palestinians impris-
oned by Israel expected to begin
Monday.

But among the damage that has
been done is a series of devastat-
ing blows to Israel’s relationship
with the citizens of its most impor-
tant and most stalwart ally, the
United States.

Israel’s reputation in the United
States isin tatters, and not only on
college campuses or among pro-
gressives. For the first time since
it began asking Americans about
their sympathies in 1998, a New
York Times poll last month found
that slightly more voters sided
with the Palestinians than with Is-
raelis.

American Jews, long Israel’s
strongest domestic backers, have
turned sharply critical of Prime
Minister Benjamin Netanyahu
and his right-wing government
over the Gaza conflict. A majority
believe Israel has committed war
crimes as it has killed tens of thou-
sands of civilians and restricted
food aid, and four in 10 believe it is
guilty of genocide, a new Wash-
ington Post survey found — a
charge Israel denies. The shift has
created new incentives for even
moderate Democrats in Congress
to get tough on Israel, including by
curtailing U.S. military aid.

The damageis also increasingly
bipartisan. Despite Republican ef-
forts to identify their party with
Israel and to tag Democrats as
providing aid and comfort to its
enemies, younger evangelical
Christians are breaking with their
parents on the issue, seeing Israel
as an oppressor rather than as a
victim. And the breakup extends
beyond evangelicals.

“Everybody under 30 is against
Israel,” the conservative commen-
tator Megyn Kelly offhandedly
told Tucker Carlson on his podcast
last month.

The question is whether those
younger Americans will be lost to
Israel long-term — and what Is-
rael’s advocates willdo to try tore-
verse that.

Shibley Telhami, a pollster and
scholar of the Israeli-Palestinian
conflict at the University of Mary-
land, argues that it’s too late.

“We now have a paradigmatic
Gaza generation like we had a
Vietnam generation and a Pearl
Harbor generation,” he said.
“There’s this growing sense
among people that what they’re
witnessing is genocide in real
time, amplified by new media,
which we didn’t have in Vietnam.
It’s anew generation where Israel
is seen as a villain. And I don’t
think that’s likely to go away.”

Yossi Klein Halevi, an Ameri-

Continued on Page A8

Embers Sometimes Rise From the Dead to Devastate California

By SHAWN HUBLER
and HEATHER KNIGHT

In October 1991, a grass fire was
reported in Northern California
near the Caldecott Tunnel on a
slope in the Berkeley Hills. The
fire was small, but five years of
drought had primed the eucalyp-
tus and Monterey pines for the
blaze. It was nighttime before fire-
fighters finished checking for hot

spots and counted themselves
lucky it had not been windier.

By noon the next day, that luck
had run out.

As a Diablo wind rose, fallen
embers that had seemed dead the
previous evening suddenly came
alive. Mop-up crews who had
come back to make one last check
and retrieve their fire hoses
watched in astonishment as flam-
ing pine needles went flying and

trees exploded into one of the
deadliest wildfires ever in Califor-
nia.

Mark Hoffman, 71, was a lieu-
tenant in the Oakland fire depart-
ment when the so-called Tunnel
fire swept through, destroying
nearly 3,500 homes and Killing 25
people. He thought of the fire re-
cently, almost exactly 34 years lat-
er, after the authorities in Los An-
geles attributed the Palisades fire

to remnants of an earlier blaze
that firefighters thought had been
extinguished.

“It was like, ‘Oh, no — that
again,” Mr. Hoffman said.

They’re called holdover fires,
rekindled fires, re-ignitions —
even zombie fires. The culprits of
many major fires in California are
varied and well known: utility-
company equipment failures,

Continued on Page A22
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Saving Forests From Avocados
In Mexico, the industry is facing a choice
between halting deforestation or losing
access to the U.S. market. PAGE A6

Web Blackout in Afghanistan

A telecommunications shutdown and
restrictions on social media have rattled
the country’s residents. PAGE Al0

BUSINESS B1-5

Norway Hunts for ‘Missing’ Oil
Explorers at an energy company have
drilled as far as seven miles horizon-
tally to find a trove of oil in an aban-
doned natural gas field. PAGE Bl

Hegseth's Effort to Limit Press
The defense secretary’s hostile approach
to the news mediais unprecedented,
former Pentagon officials say.  PAGE Bl

OBITUARIES B6-8

Key Figure in Selma Marches
Jesse L. Douglas, 90, alieutenant to Dr.
Martin Luther King Jr., helped organize
protests to expand voting rights. PAGE B8

NATIONAL A11-19, 22

The Sass Menagerie

To contrast the president’s dark talk
about Portland, Ore., protesters are
wearing colorful animal suits. PAGE Al5

Drop in International Students
The number of arrivals into the U.S. in
August fell by 19 percent this year
compared with last year. PAGE Al4

SPORTS D1-7
Life After Being a Meme

Tyrique Stevenson and the Chicago
Bears are headed back to Washington,
where his blunder led to the winning
score last October. He said the experi-
ence helped him grow. PAGE D1

N.B.A’s Burning Questions

With the regular season set to start
next week, each of the 30 teams is
entering with one concern that could
shape its fortunes and become a major

story line. PAGES D4-5
OPINION A20-21
John McWhorter PAGE A21

ARTS C1-6

‘Les Misérables’ at 40

Critics initially panned it, but public
love for the musical with songs like
“One Day More” and “On My Own”

has kept it going strong. PAGE C1
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