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National Education Association - Jewish Affairs Caucus

Patrick Crabtree                                                                                                                           Alexis Dvorkin             
Chair                                                                                                                                                     Vice-chair                                        
Felicia Naimark                                                                                                                     Charles Moskowitz                          Secretary                                                                                                                                               Treasurer                                          
Dear Becky, 
I have written you previously about potential NBIs that could be particularly divisive and problematic. Well, there are two proposed for the upcoming 2021 Annual Meeting & Representative Assembly.  The NEA Jewish Affairs Caucus has some major concerns about NBIs 29 and 51, and frankly, we need your help. NBIs 29 and 51 have caused great consternation within the larger Jewish communities across the United States.  One Jewish organization has sent an email widely to its members and friends opposing the NBIs - here is the link in the email, and I wanted to bring this to your attention: Oppose Hate Against Israelis at the National Education Association Annual Meeting (p2a.co). 
We are deeply concerned that these two New Business Items could inadvertently exacerbate anti-Semitic sentiment, or anti-Arab sentiment, in the United States, and God-forbid, lead to hate crimes of some sort.     As you may know, over the past two years, acts of anti-Semitism as well as anti-Muslim incidents have increased. According to the Southern Poverty Law Center, “religion-based [hate] crimes were second most numerous, with 953 of the 1,521 reported crimes directed against Jews and Jewish institutions – a 14% increase and the highest reported since 2008.”  [Here is the link, SPLC Responds to New FBI Report Showing Increase in Hate Crimes in 2019 | Southern Poverty Law Center (splcenter.org). ]

These two NBIs are already being seen as possibly making Jewish students feel uncomfortable with teachers who are part of an organization that passes such resolutions, even if, of course, that is not the intent.   So, in effect, these two NBIs, if passed, will place the National Education Association at odds with the larger Jewish community, which has a historical record of support for quality public school education, and the rights of teachers and others to be part of the union of their choice.  

In our years of attending the various NEA Representative Assemblies, we have seen offensive anti-Semitic, anti-Israel NBIs and I even rose to the microphone to “Object to Consideration,” but never have we seen an NBI reverberate like these two NBIs throughout the Jewish community. Our first concern is that it will alienate Jews and Jewish organizations that support the NEA. And it will strengthen the hand of those in the community-at-large opposed to the very idea of a National Education Association. 

We do not feel it necessary to get into the weeds with the particulars of NBIs 29 and 51, but we want you to know that we feel Israel has a right to exist and be secure.  We feel that the Palestinians, children, and adults alike, also need to feel safe and secure.  Neither NBI 29 nor 51 will in any way shape or form effectively support such a position, which we believe you share.
We would like you to understand that we support NEA’s resolution I-12 and I-14. The bold areas are being emphasized and discussed.
“I-12. Human Rights The National Education Association believes that the governments of all nations must respect and protect the basic human and civil rights of every individual, including equal access to education as embodied in the United Nations Universal Declaration of Human Rights. The Association condemns any action that limits or prohibits the free and responsible exercise of these rights and believes that all education employees must lead in the effort to prevent any encroachment on basic human and civil rights. The Association also believes that the U.S. government should withhold all forms of military aid to governments that violate these rights. The Association further believes that violence is abhorrent. The Association also condemns violence, as well as the tolerance of violence, and believes that all nations must pass and enforce measures to curtail and prevent actions and practices that inflict pain, suffering, mutilation, or death, and offer asylum to those threatened by such actions. The Association urges countries—including the United States—to provide a safe haven for greater numbers of refugees who have fled devastation in their native countries during times of increased conflict, and condemns the stereotyping of refugee groups. The Association expresses concern that the utilization of trade sanctions on food and medical supplies by any nation of the world to achieve political objectives fails to adequately consider the possible 88 humanitarian impact of those policies on the civilian populations of the affected nations, particularly the young, the elderly, and the poor. The Association deplores the holding of hostages, all forms of torture, and the taking of human life in the name of making a political statement. The Association believes that it is the responsibility of all governments to discourage such actions by individuals or groups of individuals. The Association supports international judicial systems that hold accountable those who violate human rights. The Association calls upon all nations to release all education employees and students who are being held without charge and to refrain from the use of coercion and arbitrary detention to punish the people of a specific area of their territories. The Association further condemns the practice of capital punishment in nations without judicial safeguards such as the presumption of innocence and/or the right to counsel. The Association also expresses concern that the practice of capital punishment in the United States impacts individuals disproportionately on the basis of social class, race, ethnicity, and gender. The Association supports ongoing efforts to review the practice of capital punishment for inequities based on these and other factors. The Association opposes any federal, state, or local law; executive order or presidential signing statement; and/or amendment to the U.S. Constitution that curtails or infringes on basic human rights. The Association also opposes harsh sentencing measures, such as mandatory minimums and other local, state, and national laws which have contributed to mass incarceration. The Association also opposes torture and cruel, inhuman, or degrading treatment or punishment of persons in the custody or under the physical control of the U.S. government, regardless of nationality or physical location. (1977, 2018) I-13. Civil Rights The National Education Association is committed to the achievement of a totally integrated society
I-14. Human and Civil Rights of Children and Youth The National Education Association believes that the human and civil rights of children and youth must be protected and opposes the exploitation of children and youth under any circumstances. The Association opposes the early and forced marriage of children. The Association recognizes child and forced marriage as a violation of human rights and calls for strengthened efforts to prevent and eliminate this harmful practice. The Association also believes that all children possess a fundamental civil right of access to a system of high quality public education grounded in the principles of adequacy and equity. The Association supports the rights of youth to safely access education and other human services during conditions of war, occupation, natural disaster, and civil strife. The Association condemns the use of children and youth by organizations, governments, and political/military movements to advance their political objectives. The Association also condemns governments that subject young people to physical or mental abuse, violence, and unwarranted detention or incarceration. The Association opposes the impressment or acceptance of minors into the service of the armed forces of any government or into the service of revolutionary forces under any circumstances. The Association supports programs and other efforts to prevent and alleviate the effects of such trauma upon children and youth.89 Children and youth in detention centers must be provided educational programs that include any special education services per a student’s individualized education program (IEP) or a student’s 504 plan to enable a student to become a contributing member of society. Teachers in such centers must be prepared to provide instruction in life skills and learning skills. The Association further believes that adolescent neurological development needs to be considered when the sentencing of juveniles is being determined. Therefore, the Association opposes the imposition of the death penalty, life imprisonment without parole, and prolonged solitary confinement for individuals whose offenses were committed prior to age 18. The Association condemns the practice of placing children and youth in trouble in abusive environments, and opposes the placement of children and youth who are not charged with any offense in facilities with persons who are charged with criminal offenses. The Association believes that there must be separate facilities for the detention and for the incarceration of children and youth and supports the development of alternatives to supplement the use of such facilities. (1988, 2019)”
Resolution I-12 is self-explanatory. In the bolded Resolution I-14, “youth must be protected and opposes the exploitation of children and youth under any circumstances.” Here is the sticking point, “children being exploited.” Sadly, Hamas, the dominant political force in Gaza, often exploits women and children.  We should not use a double standard for the State of Israel without condemning Hamas for the missiles that it fired into Israel, leading to Israel’s retaliation. Whatever dangerous and deadly games being played there, the NEA should not and cannot let anyone use our organization to take sides for their own purposes.  Often media does not report a full picture. One MUST be fair in presenting an issue. Unless one has visited the region as many of our Caucus members have, spoken with Israelis and Palestinians, as a good number of our Caucus members have, understand that unfortunately many of Israel’s neighbors do not wish for them to exist, one just cannot get an accurate picture. The Israeli-Palestinian conflict has many layers and we cannot “see” it through “American eyes.” We deplore the loss of any life. We feel anything of value in these two NBIs that are already covered in these Resolutions that we have previously passed. We strongly believe that the two new NBIs should be ruled “Out of Order,” not germane, and divisive. 
In these trying times, from January 6th and the very potential loss of democracy here in the United States, we do not need further alienation – between members of the NEA or between the NEA and significant parts of the larger community, including, of course, our students. We support our brothers and sisters whom are Muslim (Arab and American), both out of our common humanity, and because too many have been demonized, demoralized, blamed for 9/11 and tragically were banned as a group from entering or leaving our country under former President Trump. We do support peace talks and other measures to solve the conflict.  We do not support the NEA getting enmeshed in this.
We are asking that if the NBIs are not ruled Out of Order, or Object to Consideration fails, that the NEA body soundly defeat these divisive, inflammatory, tendentious, and costly NBIs.
Respectfully,

Patrick Crabtree, Chair

Alexis Dvorkin, Vice-chair

Felicia Naimark, Secretary

Charles Moskowitz, Treasurer.
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