
stakeholders, while supporting actions to protect the American people from 
certain PFAS in drinking water.   
 
Paired with effluent limitations guidelines (ELGs) for PFAS and other tools to 
ensure that polluters are held responsible, EPA’s actions are designed to 
reduce the burden on drinking water systems and the cost of water bills, all 
while continuing to protect public health and ensure that the agency is 
following the law in establishing impactful regulations such as these.  
 
EPA is also announcing its intent to rescind the regulations and reconsider the regulatory determinations for PFHxS, 

PFNA, HFPO-DA (commonly known as GenX), and the Hazard Index mixture of these three plus PFBS to ensure 

that the determinations and any resulting drinking water regulation follow the legal process laid out in the Safe 

Drinking Water Act.  

 

Regulatory Protection with Flexibility and Cost Savings    
 

On April 10, 2024, EPA announced the final National Primary Drinking Water Regulation, including standards for 

PFOA and PFOS. At that time, EPA established legally enforceable levels for these PFAS in drinking water and gave 

public water systems until 2029 to comply with the Maximum Contaminant Levels (MCLs).  

 
To allow drinking water systems more time to develop plans for addressing 
PFOA and PFOS where they are found and implement solutions, EPA plans 
to develop a rulemaking to provide additional time for compliance, 
including a proposal to extend the compliance date to 2031. EPA plans to 
issue a proposed rule this fall and finalize this rule in the Spring of 2026.  
 
Aligned with the agency’s intent to provide additional compliance time for water systems, EPA encourages states 

seeking primacy for implementing the PFAS drinking water regulation to request additional time from EPA to develop 

their applications. At the same time, EPA will support the U.S. Department of Justice in defending ongoing legal 

challenges to the PFAS National Primary Drinking Water Regulation with respect to PFOA and PFOS.   
 
“EPA has done the right thing for rural and small communities by delaying 
implementation of the PFAS rule. This commonsense decision provides the 
additional time that water system managers need to identify affordable 
treatment technologies and make sure they are on a sustainable path to 
compliance. NRWA greatly appreciates this reasonable and flexible approach, 
and we look forward to partnering with the agency’s PFAS OUTreach Initiative to 
help ensure water systems have the resources and support they need,” said 
National Rural Water Association CEO Matthew Holmes.   


