
He was, and remains, a staunch advocate for protecting Long Islanders and all 
Americans from contaminated drinking water.     
 
In the process of developing and taking action on a number of these items, Administrator Zeldin personally heard 

from members of Congress on passive receiver issues where local water utilities will foot the bill for contamination 

and pass those costs onto consumers. This mindset and the need for a polluter pays model has guided a lot of the 

work to be done at EPA in the future.   
 

Background     
 

On April 28, 2025, Administrator Zeldin announced a long list of actions to combat PFAS contamination that included 

in part the designation of an agency lead for PFAS, the development of ELGs for certain PFAS to reduce discharges 

to waterways including upstream of drinking water systems, and initiatives to engage with Congress and industry to 

establish a clear liability framework that ensures passive receivers and consumers are protected. This list is the first, 

not the last, of all decisions and actions EPA will be taking to address PFAS over the course of the Trump 

Administration. There will be more to come in the future across EPA’s program offices to help communities impacted 

by PFAS contamination.   
 

During President Trump’s first term, EPA convened a two-day National Leadership Summit on PFAS in Washington, 

D.C. that brought together more than 200 federal, state, and local leaders from across the country to discuss steps to 

address PFAS. Following the Summit, the agency hosted a series of visits during the summer of 2018 in communities 

directly impacted by PFAS. EPA interacted with more than 1,000 Americans during community engagement events in 

Exeter, New Hampshire, Horsham, Pennsylvania, Colorado Springs, Colorado, Fayetteville, North Carolina, and 

Leavenworth, Kansas, as well as through a roundtable in Kalamazoo, Michigan, and events with tribal 

representatives in Spokane, Washington.   
 

In 2019, the Trump EPA announced the PFAS Action Plan. This historic Plan responded to extensive public interest 

and input the agency received and represented the first time EPA built a multi-media, multi-program, national 

communication and research plan to address an emerging environmental challenge like PFAS. EPA’s Action Plan 

identified both short-term solutions for addressing these chemicals and long-term strategies that will help provide the 

tools and technologies states, tribes, and local communities need to provide clean and safe drinking water to their 

residents and to address PFAS at the source—even before it gets into the water.  

 

EPA supports water systems in reducing PFAS and emerging contaminants (EC) in drinking water through a range of 

funding resources. Federal funding opportunities include the Drinking Water State Revolving Fund (DWSRF) 

program, the EC Small or Disadvantaged Communities (EC-SDC) grant program, and funding resources, like EPA’s 

Water Infrastructure Finance and Innovation Act (WIFIA) program, that can be leveraged to provide supplemental, 

flexible, low-cost credit assistance to public and private borrowers.  

 

For information about the PFAS Rule, visit Final PFAS National Primary Drinking Water Regulation and Per- and 

Polyfluoroalkyl Substances (PFAS) NPDWR Implementation. For more information about PFAS Technical Assistance, 

visit EPA Water Technical Assistance. You can also Request EPA WaterTA services for your community.   
 

 


