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New ambulance
Dutton EMS volunteers welcome new rig
By Vonnie Jacobson
Acantha reporter
Colleen Campbell, the crew chief
for the Dutton ambulance, described
taking ownership of the first ever new
ambulance in Dutton, saying it was a
“dream to drive the new ambulance
from the Department of Transportation in Helena to Teton County.”
“We are beyond excited for the
new truck,” Campbell added. The
ambulance replaces a 20-year-old
ambulance the crew has used since
re-joining the county’s Emergency
Medical Services in 2011.
There aren’t many changes to the
basic configuration inside the ambulance, Campbell said. “You don’t
want to change what works and comes
second nature when on an emergency
call,” she added. “Everything is just
new and up to date.”
The vehicle is slightly smaller
so they did make a few changes to
cabinetry to make sure when relocating items from the present unit to the
new ambulance, most supplies will fit.
“We will downsize a bit on what we
carry which will not be a problem,”
Campbell said. “We will be able to
place items inside to best utilize the
space.”
The few new features certainly are
a bonus, Campbell added. The fact
the ambulance is four-wheel drive
will make it easier when responding
in rural areas. Another added feature
that will save the backs of the crew
is the lift that drops down the oxygen
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Colleen Campbell, the Dutton ambulance crew chief, poses with the new ambulance that is being outfitted
to replace the one the Teton County Emergency Medical Services crew in Dutton has been using for the past
20 years.
tank when it needs replacing.
Though the ambulance wasn’t
designed specifically for someone
of shorter structure, it does feature
some areas that will make it easier
for the three women on the current
crew of five to reach. “Having items
more convenient is a plus in recruiting both women and men to future
crews,” Campbell said.
Through the upgrades, they were
able to select the color for the unit and

went with the Dutton/Brady school
colors and plan to put the DiamondBack logo on the unit in the future.
Campbell, who has been on the
crew since 2004, is the crew chief.
Others on the crew include Lily Wahl
who joined the crew a little over
seven years ago, Leigh Greyn and
Matt Sutherland who joined in 2018
and Chance Ostberg, a 2021 Dutton/
Brady graduate, who completed his
course in June.

The new Dutton ambulance hasn’t
been commissioned yet, Campbell
said. The unit is being stored at the
Fairfield barn while waiting for a few
parts the county is adding.
Deb Coverdell, Teton County EMS
coordinator, laughed when she said,
“you have heard reports of items sitting in a ship in San Diego Bay, well
that appears to be where the radio that
will be installed in the new ambu■ See AMBULANCE, page 14

In the only municipal election in Teton
County, incumbent Susan Fleshman was reelected as the Dutton mayor on Nov. 2, and
council members Patricia L. Bayala and Frank
Klein were re-elected to the council, according
to unofficial results of the mail ballot election
released Nov. 2 by Teton County Election
Administrator Paula Jaconetty.
Fleshman received 72 votes. Challengers
Bruce Wayne Garrett received 35 votes and
Allen “Craig” Chevalier 10 votes.
Fleshman, who has
lived in Dutton since
1981, joined the town
council in 1984 and
was elected mayor in
2005 and has served
in that position since.
This was the first
time Garrett and Ghevalier had run for public office. Garrett, a
FLESHMAN
retired BNSF railway
worker, has lived in Dutton for three and a
half years. Chevalier, a retired truck mechanic,
was raised on a farm five miles from Dutton.
He moved away from Dutton in 1988 and
returned to live here again in 2018.
Bayala and Klein, both incumbents, were
the only two candidates to file for the two
open seats on the council. Bayala received
97 votes and Klein 95.
Klein has served on the council since January of 2018 and Bayala since January of 2019.
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going down
Soroptimists’ Winter Fair
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Carol Casperson of Choteau and Colleen Stott of Fairfield are among the talented artisans who had their handmade crafts for sale at the Choteau
Soroptimists’ Winter Fair on Nov. 6 at the Choteau Pavilion.

Choteau Elementary School teacher Christina McCollom has her holiday The Soroptimists do a brisk business selling a lunch plate, pieces of
homemade pie, coffee and lefse at the Winter Fair.
arts and crafts for sale at the Winter Fair.

Four apply for Ward I council position
By Melody Martinsen
Acantha editor
Choteau Mayor Chris Hindoien said at the City
Council’s Nov. 2 meeting that the council has received letters of interest from four city residents
who would like to serve out the first two years of
the late Mark Major’s four-year term on the Choteau
City Council representing Ward 1.
Councilmen Stewart Merja and Steve Howard
are interviewing the four applicants and will make a
recommendation to the mayor for the appointment
at the council’s Nov. 16 meeting.
Those applying for the position are Matthew
Marquette, who operates The Flying Bison Mercantile in Choteau after moving here from Utah;
Jack Preston Jr., a nurse at Benefis Teton Medical Center; Sara Coccoli, a former school board
member who also serves on the Choteau Tree and
Sidewalk Board and works at Teton Abstract Co.;
and Ronald B. Collyer, the superintendent of the
Northern Montana Joint Refuse Disposal District

and the son-in-law of former Councilman Jim
Anderson.
The Council has 30 days in which to advertise,
select and appoint someone to replace Major, who
died from a heart valve infection in October at the
age of 45. Major was completing his first four-year
term in office and was running unopposed for a
new four-year term to start on Jan. 1.
The city called for letters of interest be submitted
to the mayor by Oct. 29. Applicants had to be 18
years old or older, registered to vote and to have
resided for at least 60 days in Ward 1, which is the
area of the city north of First Street.
The appointee will complete the last two months
of Major’s first term in office and the first two years
of his new four-year term. The applicant could then
decide whether to run for election to keep the seat
and serve the last two years of Major’s second term
in office.
In his letter of application, Marquette said
he and his wife, Piper, and their six children are
enjoying making their new home in Choteau. In

addition to working in the Mercantile, Marquette
works remotely for Stericycle as an efficiencies
and special projects analyst.
He said they discovered Choteau as they took
their family to a homestead outside of East Glacier
every summer for vacation. In December of 2020,
Marquette moved into a new position that was fully
remote. “This was the opportunity for which we
had been waiting,” he wrote. “We listed our home
and began to look to the north. When we found
the building here in Choteau, everything fell into
place.”
Marquette said he wants to serve the community
and his experience as a businessman and an efficiencies analyst has given him a good background
in systems management and financial oversight.
While living in Utah, he was active in the local
Republican Party.
“I have had some hesitation in putting my name
forward for the open seat on the City Council because we are so new to Choteau. That said, from
■ See COUNCIL, page 2

TCHD gives out 233
more vaccines,
mostly booster shots
By Melody Martinsen
Acantha editor
The Teton County Health Department reported 22 new cases of COVID-19 between
Nov. 2 and 8, as the county’s active caseload
at 20 on Monday continues to creep down
from a high in the low 40s earlier this fall.
Public health nurse Marcia Kelly on Monday said the county has now has 13 confirmed
deaths from COVID-19, including seven in
October. All of those seven deaths occurred
in people who had not been vaccinated for the
viral illness. The county has had 884 confirmed
cases of COVID-19.
Kelly again emphasized as she did last
week the need for people who get sick with
cold- or flu-like symptoms, who run a fever,
to get tested for COVID-19 and to then seek
treatment early. People who have underlying
health conditions may need medical intervention to aid their recovery and to prevent
life-threatening complications.
COVID-19 tests are available at the Teton
County Health Department in Choteau and at
most medical providers’ offices.
The TCHD with help from the Choteau
Lions Club and other volunteers on Nov. 5
put on its second COVID-19 booster shot
clinic, which also offered first and second
series shots to those 12 and older. Kelly said
233 people came through the Nov. 5 clinic,
most of whom were there for booster shots,
though there were a few first and second shot
recipients.
Another drive-through clinic outside the
Choteau Pavilion is scheduled for Nov. 12
from 9 a.m. to 1 p.m.
Those eligible for booster shots must have
received their second dose of Moderna or
Pfizer-BioNTech vaccine at least six months
ago and their single dose of the Johnson &
Johnson vaccine at least two months ago to be
eligible. Those seeking booster shots should
bring their vaccine cards and their health
insurance cards though the vaccine is offered
■ See COVID, page 2

