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Rose Wilson, Sharon Hoyt, Mandy Wick and Jodi Rogers prepare take-out containers for the free community
thanksgiving meal put on Nov. 25 by the Choteau Lions and Soroptimists with help from the Choteau Public
Schools cook Cathy Campbell and many other volunteers. Campbell said the volunteers served 297 meals,
including 91 that were delivered and the balance of which were picked up outside the school.

Having a hard time keeping track of all the
special events for the holiday season? This list,
though by no means complete, may be some
help. If your church, business or organization
has a holiday event to be added to this community calendar, please call the Acantha at
406-466-2403.
•Choteau Swimming Pool tiles and season
passes for sale as Christmas gifts. Call Clayton
Ketcham at 406-466-2412 to place a tile order or
go online to the Lions Club’s website. Forms are
also available at the City Office. For pool passes,
call Dru Hanson at 406-466-2882 to place an order.
•Christmas trees on sale outside Country
Hallmark. Cut by the Choteau Wrestling Club, the
trees are mostly Douglas fir and range in size. The
cost is $50 a tree.
•Don’t forget to decorate your home’s exterior for the Christmas season. The Chamber of
Commerce will award first-, second- and third-place
prizes of $100, $75 and $50 in Choteau Bucks,
respectively, for outstanding decorating. Judging
will be done the week before Christmas. Three
Rivers Communications has donated the prize
money.
•Teton Pass season pass sale. Sale prices:
$350 for adults, $250 for youth; children 6 and
under ski free. The sale ends Dec. 17. Buy online
(skitetonmt.com), by phone (406-466-2209) or mail
checks to P.O. Box 1354, Choteau, MT 59422. (If
you’re looking for a seasonal winter job, call same
number as the ski area is hiring in all facets.)
•Nov. 15-Dec. 14 — Choteau Caring Tree gift
drive, trees with tags at the Choteau Post Office
and First Bank of Montana-Choteau. Please take
tags, fill and return to the Choteau Acantha or First
Bank in Choteau by Dec. 14.
•Nov. 15-Dec. 17 — Fairfield Rudolph Run gift
drive, sponsored by the Fairfield women’s service
club. Tags available at the Fairfield City Hall and
the Fairfield Holiday Stroll on Dec. 3 at the Fairfield
Community Hall. The gifts must be wrapped and
returned to town office by Dec. 17.
•Nov. 25-Dec. 17 — Angel Tree at Dutton State
Bank, a division of Opportunity Bank, a gift drive
for low-income children and elderly. Call the bank
at 406-476-3462 and ask for Kendle Bjornstad or
Collette Wilson to suggest a name for the gift drive.
Please fill tags and return to bank by Dec. 17.
•Friday, Dec. 3 — 9 a.m.-4 p.m., First Bank
of Montana-Choteau holiday open house. Coffee
and treats will be served.
— Tools and accessories and John Deere
toys, on sale at Frontline Ag Solutions (10% off
Nov. 29-Dec. 3).
— 12 p.m., Trinity Lutheran Church Advent
Recital featuring Christmas stories with Barbara
Arensmeyer and Neal Wedum. Freewill offering
benefits the Choteau Ministerial Association.
— 4-8 p.m., Front Range Art Association holiday art show and sale at Big Sky Pottery and Art
Gallery, 407 Second Ave. S., Fairfield.
— 4-8 p.m., Fairfield Holiday Festival in the
Fairfield Community Hall, vendors, meal, visit from
Santa, face painting, raffle baskets.
— 4:30-7 p.m., Dutton Civic Club Chili Cookoff
at the Dutton American Legion Hall. Registration
at 4:30 p.m., doors open to public at 5:30 p.m.,
judging starts at 7 p.m.
•Saturday, Dec. 4 — Choteau Chamber of
Commerce Christmas stroll. Choteau merchants
will have varying hours, in-store specials and
refreshments during the day and some into the
evening. For more information, see advertisements
in this edition and go online to choteauchristmasstroll.com. Special events include:
— 8 a.m.-9 p.m., Copper Creek Coffee will be
serving tacos and nachos.
— 8 a.m. to noon, Christmas toy sale at Old
West Lumber.
— 8 a.m. to noon, hunting season savings at
Teton Lumber Co. (look for 15% off coupon in this
week’s paper). Coffee, doughnuts and bring down
your trophy buck photos for the trophy contest with
a prize for the largest trophy.
— 8 a.m. to 5 p.m., holiday gift sale ongoing
at K’s Auto Parts.
— 8 a.m. to 5:30 p.m., holiday sales, refreshments and treats at Ace Hardware in Choteau.
— 9 a.m.-7 p.m., Christmas trees for sale at
Country Hallmark.
— 9 a.m.-7 p.m., holiday sales (see 20% off
coupon in this week’s paper) at Country Hallmark.
— 10 a.m., Choteau Senior Citizens Center
holiday bake sale.
— 10 a.m.-6 p.m., join Heather Hodgskiss and
the crew at Pivot Physical Therapy for Pop-Up
Boutique sales and some “Holly Jolly Punch.”
— 10 a.m.-6:30 p.m., Choteau Arts Studio
and Gallery holiday open house. Free Christmas
swag-making class 11 a.m.-1 p.m. (or while supplies last); 2-5 p.m., card-making class, $39 per
person; live music, refreshments and drawings.
— 10 a.m. to 9 p.m., Christmas Stroll special of
chili and cinnamon rolls at John Henry’s restaurant.
— Curly Willow Floral & Gifts and Liquor Store
#34 stroll open house with refreshments and
snacks. Enter a drawing for a holiday wreath.
— Buy your holiday stocking stuffer swimming
pool passes for the pool at the Stage Stop Inn.
(See coupon in this week’s paper.)
— Sales, holiday treats and a free Christmas
craft for children (who will make leather Christmas
tree ornaments) at The Flying Bison Mercantile.
— 10:30 a.m.-5:30 p.m., special shopping hours
at The Christmas Store (right next to the Outpost
Deli).
— Noon to 5 p.m., special holiday shopping
hours, sales and treats at Choteau Drug.
— Noon to 7 p.m. Christmas stroll special
hours at Polished Day Spa (enter a drawing for a
Christmas gift basket).

■ See EVENTS, page 2

Smokey Johnson, a volunteer, debones one of the 20 turkeys
that were cooked for the meal, which included 11 hams, 150
pounds of potatoes, 50 pounds of yams, 36 pies, 25 dozen rolls, 30
pounds of celery, 30 pounds of carrots, 1.5 cases of cranberries
plus the makings for stuffing muffins. “We had an amazing crew Choteau Lions Club member Sherwin Smith
volunteering from Boy Scouts to community members — we washes dishes on Thanksgiving morning.
have the most giving community,” cook Cathy Campbell said.

The Teton County commissioners on Nov. 18 awarded a contract for
trimming the trees on the courthouse
lawn in Choteau and heard from a
northeastern county resident who
wants better road maintenance.
Commissioners Joe Dellwo and
Sam Carlson voted to award the
tree trimming contract to the only
bidder, Brian Heagy, who operates
Circle B Saw and Tree of Fairfield,
for $9,900 to prune dead limbs out
of healthy trees and to remove one
or more dead trees.
Dellwo said Heagy was eager to
do the job and wants to make the
trees look healthier and take out any
of the big dead limbs that constitute
a hazard because they could kill or
injure a person if they fell from the
tree and struck someone.
Under the public comment portion of the meeting, Eric and Amanda
Doheny, who live in northeastern
Teton County told the commissioners that the use of a “retriever” tool
on county road graders has severely
damaged the roads in their area to
the extent that some are no longer
drivable when there is even a small
amount of moisture, that many have
soft, crumbling, dangerous shoulders, and that the disruption of the
retriever has scraped off native grass
and allowed problem and noxious
weeds to flourish.
Doheny read a two-page typewritten letter and noted, afterward,
that he had sent the same letter to the
commissioners on June 18, 2020.
“What is the county’s first responsibility to rural roads? Is it safety? Is
it passability? If either of these are
the county’s main responsibility, it
■ See COUNTY, page 2
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Dutton, Fairfield, Augusta plan several holiday events
of Commerce is holding a Festival of Trees
and the Christmas Rendezvous.
Dutton cook-off and stroll
fter a year off, commuThe Dutton Civic Club’s annual chili
nity and holiday events are
cook-off is back after taking a hiatus in 2020
planned in Dutton, Fairfield
due to COVID-19.
and Augusta this week.
The fifth cook-off will be held on Friday,
The Dutton Civic Club will host the com- Dec. 3, at the Dutton American Legion Hall,
munity’s annual chili cook-off, the Fairfield’s 201 Main St. Those wishing to participate
Junior Women Club is hosting a Holiday
are asked to register ahead of time by calling
Festival and craft sale and Augusta Chamber or texting Gail Habel at 406-788-1437 or
By Vonnie Jacobson
Acantha reporter
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Colleen Campbell at 406-781-6461.
There is a $10 entry fee. Those participating are asked to prepare at least six quarts of
chili, as they often have had participants run
out in the past, and they want the competition to be as fair as possible.
The organizers ask tasters for a donation
to the Civic Club to help fund the annual
high school scholarship
Doors open for the chili entries at 4:30 p.m.
■ See STROLLS, page 14

