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COVID kills
two more
TCHD urges people
not to delay
seeking treatment
By Melody Martinsen
Acantha editor
Acantha photos
by Jeff Martinsen

Homeowners across Choteau have decked out their front yards with a ghastly selection of skeletons, spiders, Grim Reapers, ghouls, cobwebs
and jack-o-lanterns in preparation for Halloween.

Enjoy Howling

Halloween activities

By Melody Martinsen
Acantha editor

T

his week, Choteau
abounds with late October
activities including costume contests, music at
local bars and an Oktoberfest event
for families at the Weatherbeater
Arena.
Halloween events start on
Thursday, Oct. 28, at Copper
Creek Coffee. Owner Brian Colesworthy is inviting everyone for a
“Ladies and Witches” night costume party starting at 6 p.m.
There will be a $10 admission
charge, and those attending are
encouraged to wear costumes.
Awards will be given for best
group costume, most funny costume and most creative costume.
There will be hors d’oeuvres
served and everyone is encouraged
to play “Scary Movie Trivia.”
On Saturday, Oct. 30, the
Choteau America Legion Club is
hosting a costume contest at 10

p.m. and will award prizes for first,
second and third places. The bar
will also have open jukebox music
and drink specials.
The Antler Bar is also hosting a
Halloween party on Oct. 30. Raging Dragon Karaoke will be at the
bar and there will be drink specials
and prizes for costume party winners.
Also on Saturday, Charley
Yeager and friends are putting on
an Oktoberfest gathering from 12
noon to 5 p.m. This family-friendly
event will include craft and artisan item sales by local vendors,

drinks from Copper Creek Coffee,
a smoked brisket plate prepared by
Josh Durocher, a cornhole tournament, prizes for best adult and kids
costumes and games for children.
Admission is free.
The planning committee for
this event includes Yeager, Grace
Norstedt, Kami Boulton and Khris
Lancaster, all of whom are employees of Opportunity Bank of
Choteau.
Yeager said they all wanted to
do a fall festival type of event and
selected Halloween weekend for
their first try.

She said she wanted the event
to be family friendly and was inspired by her memories of going
to the Choteau Jaycees Halloween
party when she was a little kid
rather than plodding through two
feet of snow to go trick-or-treating.
The Jaycees club here disbanded
years ago and that event is no longer offered.
Yeager said vendors signed up
so far include Copper Creek Coffee, Magon Miller with her Zyia
Active clothing, Shelby Wrzesinski
with leather goods, Madi Sutti with
■ See FEST, page 2

Purcells bringing Hogsmeade to Fairfield
the popular inn and pub in the all-wizarding village of
Hogsmeade is often frequented by students from the
neighboring Hogwarts School of Witchcraft and Wizor those planning to attend the annual trunk-or- ardry.
treat Sunday, Oct. 31, in Fairfield the magical
Luhi Purcell said the youngsters and adults cannot
world of Harry Potter will be one of the highwalk into the pub and buy their butterbeer with muggle
lights of the evening.
money. Those who wish to visit the pub must
Sponsored by the Fairfield Junior Womfirst collect a gold galleon from the Gringotts
en’s Club, the Halloween event, open to
Bank booth to enter the Scottish pub. Once inyoung and old alike, will be held from 5 to 7
side the pub their galleon will purchase a mug
p.m. on the road between the Fairfield Town
of Butterbeer. The trick-or-treaters will also
Park and Fairfield Community Hall.
receive a “brass knut” to take home. To be
At least a half a dozen or more businesses,
assured there is enough for everyone to enjoy
organizations and individuals have indicated
visitors are asked to stop by just once during
they plan to participate and will be handthe evening.
ing out candy to the youngsters as the travel
Luhi said the backroom will be comthrough the center of town.
pletely transformed. Over the past month or
Mega Harry Potter fans Luhi “Irwin” and
more he has handcrafted a bar and tables. He
FAUNEIL and
Fauneil (Gleason) Purcell of Fairfield have
has also collected items from online sales
LUHI PURCELL and transformed other he had to complete the
been working on their “trunk or treat” for
months. In fact, their layout is so large they
transformation.
are renting the backroom of the Fairfield Community
Luhi recalled how he began his love for the Harry
Hall and will transform it into The Three Broomsticks
Potter series. He said he was dating Fauneil when the
Tavern & Inn. In the Harry Potter books and movies,
■ See FAIRFIELD, page 10
By Vonnie Jacobson
Acantha reporter
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Luhi and Fauneil Purcell will
be serving “butterbeer” from
the Harry Potter novels at the
Fairfield Community Hall back
room.

County updating plan needed for grants
By Melody Martinsen
Acantha editor
Dani Arps, Teton County’s recently hired grant
administrator, reported to the commissioners at
their Oct. 21 meeting that she has been working
on updating the county’s Hazard Mitigation Plan.
The plan was last updated in 2013, and she had
eight years of data to work through.
The draft of the updated plan is now available
at the courthouse and on the county’s website. The
county will accept public comment on the plan
through Nov. 5.
Once the plan is completed, Arps will submit
it to the state, which will critique it and, typically,
return it for further work. Once it gets final state
approval (possibly in January 2022), the county
and the cities of Choteau, Fairfield and Dutton can
use the report as needed for grant applications.
Arps said the plan should be updated every five
years, and it is her goal to update it once a year to
keep all the information current.

The commissioners said the updated Hazards
Mitigation Plan will be necessary if the county
moves forward with a grant application to FEMA’s
Building Resilient Infrastructure and Communities
(BRIC) program to fund a new 12,000 square-foot
county building in Choteau.
The building would house the Teton County
Health Department, which has outgrown its quarters
on the Benefis Teton Medical Center campus in
Choteau, the Teton County/Choteau ambulance
station, and the Teton County Search and Rescue
program. It would include a morgue for the Sheriff’s Office and a commercial kitchen as well as
a large conference room that could be used as an
emergency operations command post in times of
emergency.
Commissioner Joe Dellwo said the new building
would be located south of the Sheriff’s Office on
county-owned property.
He said the county would like to use the
$500,000-plus in cash left after the Teton County
Hospital District dissolved to provide local match

funding to leverage larger grants to build the structure without any tax dollars.
Dellwo said the county has just begun talking
about the new building and the project is in its
infancy.
Commissioner Dick Snellman said he thanks
all the volunteers who staff the fire departments
and ambulance crews in each community and appreciates their commitment. He encouraged anyone
who is interested to consider volunteering for the
ambulance crews and fire departments.
The commissioners also appointed Dave Carlson, a Choteau-area farmer and rancher, to represent
the Choteau area on the Teton County Cemetery
District Board.
Carlson will join board members Ron Rosholt,
representing the Dutton area, and Keven Heinle,
representing the Fairfield rea. Carlson will fill out
the unexpired portion of Matt Morris’ term after
Morris resigned earlier this year.
The cemetery board meets monthly to oversee
■ See COUNTY, page 2

Teton County had 40 new cases of COVID-19 in the past seven days and lost two
more residents to the viral illness, making a
total of 11 deaths since the pandemic started,
according to the Teton County Health Department.
TCHD Director Melissa Moyer on Monday
said the latest deaths, reported on Oct. 22,
were both men, one in his 60s and one in his
70s, who had underlying health conditions
and were not vaccinated. As of Monday, six
county residents were hospitalized for treatment of the viral illness, and the county has
had 846 confirmed cases of COVID-19.
The county has a population of 5,160 people
16 and older who are eligible to receive the
vaccine, and as of Monday, 2,262 county
residents were fully vaccinated or 44% of
those eligible.
Looking at those recent deaths, Moyer
said she encourages people who are sick
with COVID-like symptoms to get tested
at the health department or in their medical
providers’ office and to seek medical attention
early. Doctors have many treatment options
for people with COVID-19, but they are more
effective the sooner treatment is started, she
said.
Anyone experiencing significant symptoms
should call their medical provider, Moyer
said. Also, anyone who has tested positive or
who has symptoms and sees a specialist for
an underlying medical condition should call
their specialist’s office and talk to him or her
about treatment options.
“If you’re really feeling crummy, you need
to go and see your doctor,” Moyer said, urging
people to involve their healthcare providers
as early as possible so they can treat people
before symptoms become life-threatening.
On Oct. 21, the federal Centers for Disease
Control and Prevention’s independent Advisory Committee on Immunization Practices
(ACIP) recommended that certain Americans
receive a booster shot of the Moderna and Johnson & Johnson/Janssen COVID-19 vaccine.
■ See COVID, page 2

Engineering
projects
City of Choteau
moving ahead with
water, sewer projects
By Melody Martinsen
Acantha editor
The Choteau City Council, meeting Oct.
6 and 9, approved amendments to existing
contracts with Great West Engineering to do
more work on major water and sewer system
improvement projects.
On Oct. 6, the City Council approved an
amendment for wastewater project design and
construction services totaling $63,000.
This amendment reflects a change in the
wastewater construction project parameters,
expanding the job time from 90 days to 120
days. The wastewater project, bid in September, was expected to be done in 2021 initially
but is now on the books for 2022.
Because of this change, the engineering
costs for construction management increased
from $30,600 to $56,000. The engineering
firm’s resident project representation fees
increased from $110,000 to $147,000.
On Oct. 19, the Council approved another
amendment to its contract with Great West
for work on the water improvements project
that will include: hydrogeologic investigation
and coordination of a test well; survey and
design of the proposed new well, the new
transmission main and additional pipe in the
area of Eighth and 10th Avenues Southwest
and Ninth Avenue; survey of other components
of the project; construction management over
■ See CITY, page 2

