
LV City Council
Lake Village City Council 
meets on the first Tuesday 
of every month at 5:30 p.m. 
The next meeting will be 
via teleconference Feb. 2. 
Call in at (701) 802-5400 
and use access code 
4856865 to join.

...
Divorce Clinic
goes virtual

Due to COVID-19 restric-
tions the Delta Divorce 
Clinic offered by University 
of Arkansas at Little Rock 
William H. Bowan School 
of Law will not be available 
at area libraries this year. 
People interested in hav-
ing their case considered 
for acceptance should 
contact 501-916-5455 
before Nov. 6 with name, 
phone number, and 
spouse’s name.

...
LV Adult Ed offers 

GED classes
UAM Lake Village Adult 
Ed classes are offering 
GED classes Monday 
through Thursday from 8 
a.m. to 12 p.m. at 103 
Main. Call 870-632-5043 
for more information. Face 
to face classes and dis-
tance learning available.

...
Eudora Adult Ed

sets classes
Eudora Adult Education 
Center, 144 W. Armstrong 
St., will offer classes 
Monday through Thursday 
from 3:30 p.m. to 7:30 
p.m. through June 30, 
2021. Call (870) 355-9022 
or text (870) 355-3388 for 
more information.

...
Senior Centers 

close
Area Agency on Aging of 
Southeast Arkansas Senior 
Centers will remain closed 
until further notice but will 
continue to provide all cur-
rently registered home 
delivered Meals on Wheels 
clients with five meals per 
week and will deliver every 
Monday until reopening. 
Also one day a week a grab 
and go will be provided to 
congregate clients. Those 
with questions may call the 
local senior center or 870-
543-6300. For transporta-
tion, call 870-543-6340. 

...
Class of ’66 seeks 

donations
Members of the Central 
High Class of 1966 are 
raising funds to provide 
playground equipment for 
students 8 to 12 years old. 
The equipment is approxi-
mately $75,000. The older 
children need recreational 
activities as well. Tax-
deductible donations of any 
amount would be appreci-
ated and may be sent to 
C.H.S. Class of 1966, c/o 
Mrs. Willie Vaughns 
Watson, P.O. Box 5044, 
Greenville, MS 38703.

...
Eudora library 

reopens
Eudora Branch Library is 
now open to the public 
Monday - Friday from 1 
p.m. to 5 p.m. For any 
questions call the library 
870-355-2450.

...
Local events may be listed 
in this column by contact-
ing (870) 265-2071  or by 
emailing news@chicot-
newspapers.com.

News
briefs
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Agricultural producers and 
private landowners interest-
ed in the Conservation 
Reserve Program (CRP) can 
sign up until Feb. 12. The 
competitive program, admin-
istered by USDA’s Farm 
Service Agency (FSA), pro-
vides annual rental payments 
for land devoted to conserva-
tion purposes.

“This signup for the 
Conservation Reserve 
Program gives producers 
and landowners an opportu-
nity to enroll for the first time 
or continue their participation 
for another term,” FSA State 
Director David Curtis said. 
“This program encourages 
conservation on sensitive 
lands or low-yielding acres, 
which provides tremendous 
benefits for stewardship of 
our natural resources and 
wildlife.”

Through CRP, farmers and 

ranchers establish long-term, 
resource-conserving plant 
species, such as approved 
grasses or trees, to control 
soil erosion, improve water 
quality and enhance wildlife 
habitat on cropland. Farmers 
and ranchers who participate 
in CRP help provide numer-
ous benefits to their local 
region and the nation’s envi-
ronment and economy. CRP 
general signup is held annu-
ally and is competitive; gen-
eral signup includes 
increased opportunities for 
wildlife habitat enrollment 
through the State Acres For 
Wildlife Enhancement 
(SAFE) initiative.

New cropland offered in 
the program must have been 
planted for four out of six 
crop years from 2012 to 
2017. Additionally, producers 
with land already enrolled but 
expiring on Sept. 30, can re-

enroll this year. The acreage 
offered by producers and 
landowners is evaluated 
competitively; accepted 
offers will begin Oct. 1.

Signed into law in 1985, 
CRP is one of the largest 
private-lands conservation 
programs in the United 
States. The program marked 
its 35-year anniversary in 
December 2020. Program 
successes include:

• Preventing more than 9 
billion tons of soil from erod-
ing, which is enough soil to fill 
600 million dump trucks.

• Reducing nitrogen and 
phosphorous runoff relative 
to annually tilled cropland by 
95 percent and 85 percent, 
respectively.

• Sequestering an annual 
average of 49 million tons of 
greenhouse gases, equal to 
taking 9 million cars off the 
road.

• Creating more than 3 mil-
lion acres of restored wet-
lands while protecting more 
than 175,000 stream miles 
with riparian forest and grass 
buffers, which is enough to 
go around the world seven 
times.

• Benefiting bees and 
other pollinators and increas-
ing populations of ducks, 
pheasants, turkey, bobwhite 
quail, prairie chickens, grass-
hopper sparrows, and many 
other birds.

All USDA Service Centers 
are open for business though 
visitors should call ahead and 
schedule an appointment. 

Service Centers that are 
open for appointments will 
pre-screen and visitors will 
be required to wear a face 
covering during their appoint-
ment. More information can 
be found at farmers.gov/
coronavirus.

Conservation Reserve Program open for signup

Snow covered trees adorn Lake Chicot early Monday morning as the blanket of white lies neatly on the lakefront and 
the top of a dock in the background. It is the first snowfall of this winter season and is being enjoyed by the young 
people in the photos below. The beginning of a snow angel (bottom right) and the mystery of snow intrigue the kids.

The latest editions of the 
Arkansas Fishing Guidebook 
and Arkansas Trout Fishing 
Guidebook are en route to 
sporting goods stores and 
license vendors across the 
state, and people looking to 
get the digital version for their 
computer or smartphone can 
now download their own copy 
at www.agfc.com/en/resourc-
es/regulations/guidebooks.

The 2021 fishing season 
sees a slew of changes for 
anglers, and while a few may 
be more restrictive because 
of biological concerns, the 
vast majority of changes are 
simplifications or elimination 
of previous regulations.

Chris Racey, deputy direc-
tor of the Arkansas Game and 
Fish Commission, says the 
simplifications are the result 
of many hours of work within 
the Fisheries Division as well 
as a larger committee of 
AGFC staff who looked at 
areas where regulations had 
become outdated or become 
a roadblock to responsibly 
enjoying the resource.

“We know we have many 
anglers who have either just 
taken up fishing or have come 
back to fishing in the last year, 
and we also have heard from 
existing anglers about some 
of the regulations that have 
become overly complex,” 
Racey said. “Our job is to 
manage the natural resources 
through science, but we also 
need to balance the regula-
tions so that the public can 
understand and enjoy that 
resource.”

Some of the regulations 
introduced this year also are 
the result of new opportunities 
being explored in Arkansas’s 
fisheries. A new catch-and-
release rule on smallmouth 
bass at Lake Catherine is part 
of an effort to establish a 
smallmouth population on this 
reservoir. A new regulation to 
restrict anglers to only one 
tiger trout with a minimum 
length of 24 inches was intro-
duced on Bull Shoals and 
Norfork Lake tailwaters 
because this species (a cross 
between the brown trout and 
brook trout) is being stocked 
in these tailwaters as a new 
trophy opportunity for coldwa-
ter anglers as well.   

“As an angler, I can under-
stand how someone may be a 
bit overwhelmed by the size 
of the ‘New This Year’ section 
of this year’s guidebooks, but 
if you sit down and read what 
some of these changes are, 
you’ll see that nearly all of the 
changes are ways we are try-
ing to make things easier for 
the angler to understand and 
enjoy the resource,” Racey 
said. 

This is only the first step in 
the process.

“We still have a significant-
ly large codebook,” Racey 
said. “We need to constantly 
look at how we can still man-
age with science and the best 
interest of the resource, but 
do so in a way that is easier 
for the hunter and angler to 
understand.”

AGFC 
updates 
fishing 
guides

Annual MLK 
parade canceled

The annual Martin Luther 
King Jr. parade in Lake Village 
has been cancelled due to 
COVID-19. Committee mem-
ber Larry Palmer asked that 
the community not forget what 
King did and the impact he 
had.

Eudora city council approved appoint-
ment of Beverly Joseph as city treasurer 
at its meeting Jan. 4, according to 
Mayor Tomeka Butler.

Council determined that new check 
signers on the city’s bank accounts will 
be Joseph, Butler, and Alderman Marco 
Toney. Any two of the three will be 
authorized to execute checks. This was 
necessary as previous signers are no 
longer on the council.

The mayor said the city also hired 

A.L. Franks Engineering, Inc. of 
Texarkana to assist the city with its new 
water project to drill a well and to rehab 
the city’s three water towers. Butler said 
funding for those projects has been 
approved.  

She said Franks will also work on 
obtaining funding for laying new water 
lines in the areas of town that did not get 
new lines in a water line project done a 
few years ago. Assuming funding is 
found, Franks will serve as engineer on 

that project as well, the mayor said.
Council held a budget meeting late 

last week, but continues to work on the 
2021 budget. A special meeting was set 
for Jan. 11, but was cancelled and is 
now scheduled for Thursday, Jan. 14. 
Butler said she hopes the budget will be 
adopted then.

Butler said that Lucille Brown retired 
from the city on Dec. 31. The city is 
accepting resumes for the water clerk 
position.

Council makes changes in new year


