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News
briefs

Southeast Arkansas 
Community Action 

Corporation
Southeast Arkansas, 

Community Action 
Corporation will receive 
U.S.D.A. food commodi-
ties. Items available will 
be: Pollock Fish, Spaghetti 
Pasta, Boned Canned 
Chicken, Cream of 
Chicken Soup, 
Applesauce, Pears, 
Cream Style Corn, Dry 
Pinto Beans, Peanut 
Butter and Yellow Corn 
Grits. The rule for accep-
tance and participation in 
the USDA’s temporary 
emergency program are 
the same for everyone 
without to race, color, reli-
gion, age, sex, disability, 
national origin, political 
affiliation or veteran sta-
tus.  If the household’s 
income is at or below the 
federal poverty level, one-
may be eligible to receive 
surplus commodities. 
Households must meet 
income guidelines, live in 
the county, and show 
some type of identifica-
tion.  An authorized repre-
sentative may pick up 
items for another person  
Chicot County: Feb. 12 - 
8:00 a.m. at the Expo 
Center, 1411 Park St., 
Lake Village; Contact 
Simone Brown at 870-
265-3379 or Carolyn 
Davis at 870-226-2668 x 
307.

…
Welcome Center 

hosts guests
The Welcome Center 

had 3,143 visitors in 
January including foreign 
visitors from Alberta, 
Australia, Brazil, China, 
Germany, Iceland, 
Manitoba, Mexico, 
Ontario, Quebec and 
South Africa.

…
Career counselor 

plans visits
The Arkansas 

Department of Career 
Education, Arkansas 
Rehabilitation Services 
will have a counselor 
available, at the Lake 
Village DHS Office at 10 
a.m. on Feb. 11 at the 
Lake Village Workforce 
Center at 1 p.m. on Feb. 
11 and at Dermott City 
Hall at 10 a.m. on Feb. 25.

…
Dermott Class 

Reunion           
Dermott Class of 1999 

will be having a reunion 
on May 17 and 18. For 
more information contact  
Lakeshia Smith at 
Evans  Sm i th71638@
yahoo.com, Danielle 
Jones  at daniellej297@
gmail.com or Ernice John 
Ministry. 408 Main St. in 
Lake Village. All churches 
are invited to attend. For 
more information contact 
Jordan Trice at  ernice-
trice@gmail.com.

…
Eudora Reads
 pageant set

A Miss or Mister Eudora 
Reads Gorgeous Pageant 
will be held at 5 p.m. Feb. 
16 at J.A. White Cultural 
Center for boys and girls 
ages three months to 17 
years. For more informa-
tion or applications call 
Cathy Nash at 870-355-
1346, Yolanda Boyd at 
870-355-7690, Kim Pride 
at 870-355-3254, Tieeash 
Turnage at 870-355-5158, 

(See Briefs page 3.)

A new police chief is named in Eudora 

Mayor Travis Collins poses with the new Eudora 
Police Chief, Darien Aikens. 

Man dies 
in a one 
vehicle 

accident
A car accident in Eudora on 

Monday morning claimed the 
life of a 29 year old man from 
Texas.

According to the Arkansas 
State Police initial crash 
report, Carlterrial Brown of 
Arlington, Texas was driving 
north in a 2009 Ford truck on 
U.S. Highway 65. 

The accident occurred 
around 7:30 in the morning.

The report says that Brown’s 
vehicle left its lane of travel, 
struck a culvert and came to 
rest in the northbound ditch.

The report does not say 
what caused the accident, but 
does note the weather condi-
tions as foggy. 

The accident was the 35th 
fatal accident in the state so 
far this year and there are 
now 37 fatalities on record. 

DCAI 
celebrates 
one year

City council discusses water issues in Eudora

The Lakeside robotics teams win another championship

Left, council person 
Robert Thomas  and 
Mayor Travis Collins dis-
cuss a $65,000 check and 
whether or not the coun-
cil approved the pur-
chase. Below, Craig 
Kaminicki presented the 
council with the recent 
water audit. 

The Delta Consortium of 
Arts and Innovation is a big 
name for an even bigger 
vision.

Last year the Consortium 
saw the opening of the Village 
Marketplace. Based on the 
concept of an Entrepreneurial 
Development Hub, the 
Marketplace is both a retail 
establishment and a training 
ground for budding business 
owners to hone their craft and 
learn the business side of 
selling.

The small shops within the 
shop, called a small business 
incubator, are owned by vari-
ous individuals who are learn-
ing the principals of business 
from the ground up without 
the expense of a standalone 
business.

The consortium is made up 

After spending nearly an 
hour in executive session the 
Eudora City Council finally 
approved Mayor Travis 
Collins’ request to hire a new 
police chief. 

“We had no objection to 
Aiken being police chief, it 
was the procedure,” council 
person Faye Moye said.

There was controversy 
earlier this month when 
Collins dismissed the former 
police chief and hired Aikens. 

All issues have now been 
resolved and Aiken is official-
ly in office.

The Chicot County Sheriff 
Ron Nichols congratulated 
Aiken after the announce-
ment and told the Eudora 
council that they needed to 
hire more officers. 

“You’re going to have to 
allow for more officers and 
give him range to hire a cou-
ple more,” Nichols said. 

The council said the city is 
currently advertising for two 

police positions and an ani-
mal control position that are 
already included in the bud-
get.

Nichols asked about the 
hiring policies and if the city 
paid for the academy. 

“Let’s not hire any fly by 
night, I’ll even help do back-
ground checks,” Nichols said. 

Another council member 
said there was a policy in 
place that officers who were 
put through the police acad-
emy must stay with the city 
for a certain amount of time. 

“I would really like to see 
that enforced,” Charlene 
Taylor said. 

Nichols also talked about 
the safety of the radio system 
and strongly suggested the 
city consider upgrading their 
current system.  Collins and 
the council acknowledged the 
needed upgrades.

Colllins said he is very 
excited to have Aikens work-
ing for the city of Eudora. 

The Lakeside robotics 
teams won the Crossett 
Eagles IQ Challenge in 
Crossett on Saturday and 
brought home multiple 
awards. 

Teams from Lakeside, 
Crossett, Hamburg, 
Camden, Magnolia, Pine 
Bluff and Lake Village com-
peted in the competition. 

The Robo-nados from 

Lake Village finished in first 
place with a total score of 
123. Camden came in sec-
ond with a total of 116 and 
the Green Machines anoth-
er Lake Village team fin-
ished third with 111  total 
points. 

The Robonadoes also 
won the Skills Champion 
Award, The Judges Award 
and the Teamwork 

Champion award. The Hive 
from Camden  Harmony 
Grove won the Teamwork 
Champion award for work-
ing with the Robonadoes 
and The Hive also won the 
Excellence Award. The 
Swarm from Harmony 
Grove won the Design 
Award.

 The teams will compete 
in Monticello on Feb. 16 

The Eudora city council 
heard the water audit reports 
and discussed the water 
issues within the city, includ-
ing a recent issue at the 
Eudora Elementary School. 

The city of Eudora has been 
struggling with their water 
system for a while and some 
residents say the water is still 

brown. 
The city has been in dis-

agreement with one of the 
engineering firms and some 
of the council members have 
expressed concern. 

Council person Robert 
Thomas asked the mayor 
why the city couldn’t seek 
reparations for some the 

damage done to the water 
system or simply not pay until 
the company in question 
made things right. 

Collins informed the council 
a $65,000 check had already 
been paid and that he couldn’t 
get the money back. 

“The previous administra
(See Water page 2.) (See Delta page 2.)


