
Chamber holds 
Easter meat sale

The Lake Village Chamber 
of Commerce will cook 
Boston butts April 19 for the 
Easter meat sale. To guar-
antee an order call (870) 
265-5997 by April 15.

…
4H open house 

planned
The Eudora Library will host 
an open house April 18 from 
4 p.m. to 5 p.m. for the 
Chicot County 4-H program. 
Anyone interested in joining 
or learning more about this 
community of young people 
who are learning leader-
ship, citizenship, and life 
skills is invited. For more 
information contact Tonya 
McKenzie, family and con-
sumer science agent, at 
(870) 265-8055. Free hot 
dogs will be served.

…
Health screenings 

offered
Arkansas Minority Health 
Commission will operate a 
mobile health unit from 9 
a.m. to 11:30 a.m. Thursday, 
April 25 at the Lake Village 
food pantry, 311 Jackson 
St. Screenings will include 
A1C, glucose, HIV, oral 
health, blood pressure, 
BMI, and cholesterol. For 
more information contact 
BeatrizMondragon@arkan-
sas.gov or 501-683-4960.

…
Book scholarships 

available
Eta Upsilon Lambda 
Chapter of Alpha Phi Alpha 
Fraternity Inc. will offer one-
time $250 book scholar-
ships to graduating seniors 
who attend high school in 
Crossett, McGehee, Lake 
Village, or Dermott and 
have a 2.75 cumulative 
grade point average. For 
questions regarding the 
scholarship and application 
contact Cortez C. Smith at 
cortezcsmith86@gmail.com 
or 870-794-4027.

…
Garden Club has 

bake sale
Lake Village Garden Club 
will host a bake sale from 11 
a.m. to 2 p.m. April 19 at the 
Village Marketplace and will 
sell appetizers, casseroles, 
side items, desserts and 
more.

…
Book Bingo hosted 

by library
Eudora Library will again 
host Book Bingo with the 
children reading the most 
books receiving a prize and 
guessing how many Skittles 
are in a jar. Reading books 
helps build comprehension.

…
Amazing Angels 
Program moves

The Amazing Angels after 
school meal program in 
Lake Village will now offer 
meals at The Break Rook, 
111 S. Court St., which may 
be picked up between 3:30 
p.m. and 5:30 p.m. 
Homework assistance for 
children ages 3 to 18 is also 
available. For more infor-
mation contact Marchelle 
Thompson at (870) 265-
1110 or Erica Ford (870) 
265-1987.

…
Learning Academy 

sets program
The Learning Academy, 
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Floyd is pictured above (left) with John Conner III, executive director of the Southeast 
Arkansas Community Foundation, and Angela Crow, Mainline’s director of school-
based health.

Distracted driving contin-
ues to be one of the leading 
causes of motor vehicle 
crashes across the nation’s 
roadways. The Arkansas 
State Police Highway Safety 
Office is working with state 
and local law enforcement 
agencies to encourage driv-
ers to put down their phones 
while driving.

Beginning April 11 and 
continuing through April 15, 
law enforcement agencies in 
Arkansas will participate in 
the “U Drive, You Text, You 
Pay” campaign, which 
includes both educational as 
well as enforcement opera-
tions designed to make 
streets and roads safe. The 
goal is to reduce traffic crash-
es caused by distracted driv-
ing associated with cell phone 
use while driving.

A report from the National 
Highway Traffic Safety 
Administration (NHTSA) that 
examined motor vehicle 
crashes that occurred during 
2012 - 2017 indicates nearly 
20,000 people died in crash-
es involving distracted driv-
ers. During calendar year 
2017 there were 3,166 peo-
ple killed in motor vehicle 
crashes involving distracted 
drivers.

In recent years a younger 
generation of millennial driv-
ers has become the biggest 
texting-while-driving offend-
ers, using their cell phones to 
talk, text, and scroll through 
social media while behind the 
wheel of a motor vehicle. 
Since 2007, according to 
NHTSA, young drivers 16 to 
24 years old have been 
observed using handheld 
electronic devices while driv-
ing at higher rates than older 
drivers. During 2017, 8 per-
cent of people killed in teen 
(15-19) driving crashes died 
when teenage drivers were 
distracted at the time of each 
crash. The statistical analysis 
indicates female drivers are 
the most at risk for being 
involved in a fatal crash when 
distracted.

“While on the road anyone 
can look out of their vehicle 
window and see drivers using 
their cell phones,” said 
Colonel Bill Bryant, director of 
the Arkansas State Police 
and the Governor’s Highway 
Safety Representative. 
“People know texting and 

driving is dangerous and ille-
gal, but they do it anyway, 
and it puts others at risk.”

Colonel Bryant has com-
mitted to increasing state 
police patrols in the coming 
days. Troopers will be stop-
ping violators and ticketing 
them if caught texting and 
driving.

Violating Arkansas’ dis-
tracted driving laws can be 
costly. Arkansas law prohibits 
the use of a hand-held cell 
phone for texting, typing, 
email or accessing the inter-
net while driving, regardless 
of the driver’s age. It is also a 
“primary offense” law, which 
means a state trooper, police 
officer or sheriff’s deputy can 
initiate a traffic stop without 
observing any other viola-
tion. Fines can range from up 
to $250 for a first offense and 
up to $500 for any subse-
quent offense.

Arkansas law enforcement 
officers are urging everyone 
to put phones down when 
behind the wheel. If it is nec-
essary to text, then pull over 
and stop the vehicle.

Drivers are asked to follow 
these steps for a safe driving 
experience:

� If you are expecting a text 
message or need to send 
one, pull over and park your 
car in a safe location before 
you attempt to text.

� Designate your passen-
ger as your “designated tex-
ter.” Allow them access to 
your phone to respond to 
calls or messages.

� Do not engage in social 
media scrolling or messaging 
while driving. Cell phone use 
can be habit-forming. 
Struggling to not text and 
drive? Put the cell phone in 
the trunk, glove box, or back 
seat of the vehicle until you 
arrive at your destination.

Texting while driving is 
dangerous and illegal. Break 
the cycle. Remember: U 
Drive. U Text. U Pay. For 
more information on distract-
ed driving issues, visit www.
Distraction.gov, www.
TrafficSafetyMarketing.gov or 
contact the Arkansas Highway 
Safety Office at (501) 618-
8136. 

For more on Arkansas’ 
ongoing Toward Zero Deaths 
campaign to eliminate pre-
ventable traffic fatalities, visit 
www.TZDarkansas.org.

Texting drivers beware: 

U Drive, U Text, You Pay

The Southeast Arkansas 
Community Foundation, an 
affiliate of Arkansas 
Community Foundation, 
recently awarded Mainline 
Health Systems a $500 grant 
for Mainline’s behavior health 
program at Lakeside School 
District where Mainline has a 
school-based clinic.

The grant funds will be 
used to purchase therapy 
tools, books and resources, 

according to Amy Floyd, 
Mainline’s interim director of 
behavioral health.

“Students from Eudora, 
Lake Village, and surround-
ing areas will be served with 
updated resources concern-
ing grief and loss, anger 
management, anxiety, 
depression, peer relation-
ships, and improved decision 
making skills,” Floyd said. 
“We are thankful for grant 

funds that can enhance ser-
vices provided to these chil-
dren and address their men-
tal health needs. Our children 
are one of our region’s great-
est resources and we appre-
ciate this direct investment 
into their lives.”

For more information 
about Mainline’s behavior 
health program at Lakeside, 
e-mail Floyd at afloyd@main-
linehealth.net

Local foundation issues 
Mainline grant for schools

One of the major items for 
discussion at the Eudora city 
council meeting was an ordi-
nance involving three areas 
of mayor and council account-
ability.

Called “An Ordinance to 
Approve and Adopt Policies 
and Procedures Regarding 
the Fiscal Management of the 
City of Eudora, Arkansas,” 
Ordinance 2019-01, which 
was approved by the council, 
covers three main areas.

The first being that all 
checks written by or on behalf 
of the City of Eudora require 
three signatures before they 
may be issued. Signators are 
Mayor Travis Collins, 
Alderman Charlene Taylor, 
and Alderman Ezell 
Minniefield.

Also, when the amount of 
any expenditure on behalf of 
the City of Eudora is $1,000 
or more, approval of the city 
council must be received 
before such payment shall be 
issued. 

Expenditures are defined 
as any item or service pur-

chase that will exceed $1,000. 
There are no emergency 
exceptions to this require-
ment.

Travel reimbursement 
expenses were covered as 
well and are to be provided in 
line item format with docu-
mentation of each trip in the 
format of the following: Visit 
Location Address, Date of 
Visit, Reason for the Visit. 
Each month such report will 
be presented to be approved 
by the council and reimbursed 
by the city accountant’s office.

Other items for discussion 
during the meeting included 
street repairs. Some road 
repairs are to be started in 
2020. The council approved 
the purchase of a trailer and 
discussed SB170 about peo-
ple bringing small homes.

There are four properties 
that are going to be sched-
uled for tear down. A motion 
was made for the city to 
absorb the water association. 
The city will be looking for 
volunteers for the 2020 cen-
sus count.

Financial policies 
to affect Eudora 
accountability

Kenny Culpepper of 
Griffin-Culpepper Funeral 
Service of McGehee was 
installed as president of the 
Arkansas Funeral Directors 
Association during the asso-

ciation’s annual convention in 
Hot Springs.

Culpepper will serve a 
one-year term as president of 
the organization that provides 
continuing education, gov-
ernmental relations and 
advocacy, and public rela-
tions support to Arkansas’s 
funeral home industry. The 
association and its members 
work together to maintain the 
funeral industry’s highest 
standards of excellence and 
service.

Culpepper is a 1979 grad-
uate of the Dallas Institute of 
Mortuary Science and a 2003 
graduate of the New Orleans 
Baptist Theological Seminary. 
He is pastor of Bellaire Baptist 
Church in Dermott. He is on 
the board of the Arkansas 
Baptist Convention, and he 

regularly goes on mission 
trips to Haiti. He and his wife, 
Stephanie, have one child.

Griffin-Culpepper operates 
in McGehee, Lake Village 
and Eudora.

Other officers for the next 
year are Scott Berna of 
Nelson-Berna Funeral Home 
in Fayetteville, president-
elect; Ladonna Smith of 
Davis-Smith Funeral Home of 
Glenwood, vice president; 
Ciley Castillo of Powell 
Funeral Home of Bald Knob, 
secretary; David Tucker of 
Roller-Swift Funeral Home of 
Osceola, treasurer; Renata 
Jenkins Byler of Roller 
Funeral Homes in Little Rock, 
policy board representative; 
and Burns of Smith Westbrook 
Funeral Home in Beebe, as 
past president.

Culpepper is named the 
president of state FDA

Kenny Culpepper

Community prepares for IBLA musicians
Lake Village will once 

again play host to the contes-
tants from the IBLA Music 
Competition. 

Named after a small town 
in Sicily, the competition 
brings world-class talent from 
around the globe to the stage 
in the Lakeside High School 
auditorium.

This year, nine musicians, 

winners of the 2018 IBLA 
Grand Prize, will show their 
talent to Lake Village. The 
concert will be April 29 at 
6:30 p.m. Admission is free.

This years performers will 
be Anchie Donn from Taiwan, 
playing the piano; Federico 
Ercoli, from Italy playing the 
piano; Chenxing Huang from 
China playing the piano; 

Tamara Licheli from Georgia 
playing the piano; Corrado 
Neri from Italy playing the 
piano; Mariana Preda from 
Romania playing the pan 
flute; Shinobu Otake from 
Japan playing the clarinet; 
Edoardo Riganti Fulginei 
from Italy playing the piano; 
and Dongni Xie from China 
playing the piano.


