
Summer Reading 
set in Eudora

Eudora Branch Library 
2020 Summer Reading 
Program “Imagine Your 
Story”  information is now 
available at the Library and 
on-line (Facebook). 

...
Eudora library 

reopens
Eudora Branch Library is 
now open to the public 
Monday - Friday from 1 
p.m. to 5 p.m. For any 
questions call the library 
870-355-2450.

...
Summer Reading

set to begin
Lake Village Branch Library 
announced plans for its 
2020 Summer Reading 
Program “Imagine Your 
Story!” All information and 
access to the Summer 
Reading Program will be 
virtual (on-line) through its 
Facebook page. No pro-
grams will take place at the 
library this summer, but 
kids will be able to check 
out books! Registration 
may be completed either 
on-line or by contacting the 
library by phone at 870-
265-6116. This is a free 
program open to children 
aged 3-12.

...
Senior Centers close
Area Agency on Aging of 
Southeast Arkansas Senior 
Centers will remain closed 
until further notice but will 
continue to provide all cur-
rently registered home 
delivered Meals on Wheels 
clients with five meals per 
week and will deliver every 
Monday until reopening. 
Also one day a week a grab 
and go will be provided to 
congregate clients. Those 
with questions or concerns 
may call the local senior 
center or 870-543-6300. 
Personal care, skilled nurs-
ing and transportation ser-
vices will continue. For 
transportation, call 870-
543-6340

…
Class of ’66 seeks 

donations
Members of the Central 
High Class of 1966 are 
raising funds to provide 
playground equipment for 
students 8 to 12 years old. 
The equipment is approxi-
mately $75,000. The older 
children need recreational 
activities as well. Tax-
deductible donations of any 
amount would be appreci-
ated and may be sent to 
C.H.S. Class of 1966, c/o 
Mrs. Willie Vaughns 
Watson, P.O. Box 5044, 
Greenville, MS 38703.

…
Eudora City Council

Eudora City Council meets 
the first Monday of every 
month. The next meeting is 
scheduled for July 6 at 6 
p.m. in the Commerce 
Building.

… 
LV City Council

Lake Village City Council 
meets on the first Tuesday 
of every month at 5:30 p.m. 
The next meeting will be 
via teleconference July 7.

…
Local events may be listed 
in this column by contact-
ing (870) 265-2071 or by 
emailing news@chicot-
newspapers.com.

News
briefs
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USDA’s Farm Service 
Agency (FSA) has begun 
accepting nominations for 
county committee members. 
Elections will occur in certain 
Local Administrative Areas 
(LAA) for these members who 
make decisions about how 
federal farm programs are 
administered locally. All nomi-
nation forms for the 2020 
election must be postmarked 
or received in the local FSA 
office by Aug. 1.

“I encourage America’s 
farmers, ranchers and forest 
stewards to nominate candi-
dates to lead, serve and rep-
resent their community on 
their county committee,” FSA 
Administrator Richard 
Fordyce said. “There’s an 
increasing need for diverse 
representation, including 
underserved producers, 
which includes beginning, 
women and minority farmers 
and ranchers.”

Agricultural producers who 
participate or cooperate in an 
FSA program, and reside in 
the LAA that is up for election 
this year, may be nominated 
for candidacy for the county 
committee. Individuals may 
nominate themselves or oth-
ers, and organizations, includ-
ing those representing begin-
ning, women and minority 
producers, also may nomi-
nate candidates. 

Committee members are 
vital to how FSA carries out 
disaster programs, as well as 
conservation, commodity and 
price support programs, coun-
ty office employment and 
other agricultural issues. 

Nationwide, more than 
7,700 dedicated members of 
the agricultural community 
serve on FSA county commit-
tees. The committees are 
made of three to 11 members 
and typically meet once a 
month. Members serve three-
year terms. Producers serv-
ing on FSA county commit-
tees play a critical role in the 
day-to-day operations of the 
agency. 

Producers should contact 
their local FSA office to find 
out how to get involved in 
their county’s election. Check 
with the local USDA service 
center to see if an LAA is up 
for election this year. To be 
considered, a producer must 
sign an FSA-669A nomination 
form. The form and other 
information about FSA county 
committee elections are avail-
able at fsa.usda.gov/elec-
tions. 

Election ballots will be 
mailed to eligible voters 
beginning Nov. 2.

County 
Committee
Elections 
Open For 
Names

Agricultural producers who 
have not yet enrolled in the 
Agriculture Risk Coverage 
(ARC) or Price Loss 
Coverage (PLC) programs 
for 2020 must do so by June 
30. 

Although program elec-
tions for the 2020 crop year 
remain the same as elections 
made for 2019, all producers 
need to contact their local 
USDA Farm Service Agency 
(FSA) office to sign a 2020 
enrollment contract. 

“The Agriculture Risk 
Coverage and Price Loss 
Coverage programs are criti-
cal safety-net programs for 
farmers, helping producers 
weather market distortions 
resulting from natural disas-

ters, trade disruptions and, 
this year, a pandemic,” said 
FSA Administrator Richard 
Fordyce. “Contact your FSA 
county office today to com-
plete enrollment before June 
30. 

“This can be done in con-
cert with filing your acreage 
report and applying for other 
FSA programs.”

To date, more than 1.4 mil-
lion ARC and PLC contracts 
have been signed for the 
2020 crop year. 

This represents 89 per-
cent of expected enrollment. 
FSA will send reminder post-
cards to producers who, 
according to agency records, 
have not yet submitted signed 
contracts for ARC or PLC for 

the 2020 crop year. 
Producers who do not 

complete enrollment by close 
of business local time on 
Tuesday, June 30 will not be 
enrolled in ARC or PLC for 
the 2020 crop year and will 
be ineligible to receive a pay-
ment should one trigger for 
an eligible crop.

ARC and PLC contracts 
can be mailed or emailed to 
producers for signature 
depending on producer pref-
erence. Signed contracts can 
be mailed or emailed back to 
FSA or, arrangements can be 
made in advance with FSA to 
drop off signed contracts at 
the FSA county office – call 
ahead for local drop off and 
other options available for 

submitting signed contracts 
electronically. 

Producers are eligible to 
enroll on farms with base 
acres for the following com-
modities: barley, canola, 
large and small chickpeas, 
corn, crambe, flaxseed, grain 
sorghum, lentils, mustard 
seed, oats, peanuts, dry 
peas, rapeseed, long grain 
rice, medium- and short-grain 
rice, safflower seed, seed 
cotton, sesame, soybeans, 
sunflower seed and wheat. 

For more information on 
ARC and PLC including web-
based decision tools, visit 
farmers.gov/arc-plc. 

USDA Service Centers, 
including FSA county offices, 
are open for business by 

phone only, and field work 
will continue with appropriate 
social distancing. 

While program delivery 
staff will continue to come 
into the office, they will be 
working with producers by 
phone and using online tools 
whenever possible. All 
Service Center visitors wish-
ing to conduct business with 
the FSA, Natural Resources 
Conservation Service or any 
other Service Center agency 
are required to call their 
Service Center to schedule a 
phone appointment. More 
information can be found at 
farmers.gov/coronavirus.

Visit offices.usda.gov to 
find information for the near-
est FSA county office.

Agriculture Risk, Price Loss coverage deadline approaches
End Of  Month Marks Last Opportunity To Enroll In 2020 ARC, PLC

Governor Hutchinson 
Announces Establishment of 
Law Enforcement Task Force

Lake Village Police Chief 
Percy Wilburn was named by 
Gov. Asa Hutchinson to the 
Task Force to Advance the 
State of Law Enforcement in 
Arkansas.

The task force was creat-
ed to study and analyze the 
best practices and proce-
dures for recruiting, training, 
and maintaining law enforce-
ment officers in Arkansas. 
The task force will make rec-
ommendations to the gover-
nor on enhancing trust 
between law enforcement 
and communities, and 
improvements or changes 
needed to enhance the pro-
fession of law enforcement to 

ensure compliance with stan-
dards.

The task force will be 
chaired by Fred 
Weatherspoon, deputy direc-
tor of the Arkansas Law 
Enforcement Training 
Academy. The remaining 
members of the task force 
are as follows:

• Wilburn, vice chairman of 
Arkansas Commission of 
Law Enforcement Standards 
and Training;

• Jami Cook, secretary of 
the Arkansas Department of 
Public Safety;

• Shirley Washington, 
mayor of Pine Bluff;

• James Sanders, mayor 
of Blytheville;

• Tim Helder, sheriff of 
Washington County;

• Scott Hamilton, CEO and 
president of Urban League of 
the State of Arkansas;

• Rosa Velasquez, 
Arkansas United;

• KenDrell Collins, assis-
tant federal public defender;

• Bob McMahan, Arkansas 
Office of Prosecutor coordi-
nator;

• Jimmy Warren, citizen 
activist, Conway;

• Emma Davis, citizen 
activist, Van Buren;

• Tim Campbell, citizen 
activist, Little Rock;

• Layla Holloway, citizen 
activist, Van Buren;

• Representative from 
Arkansas Association of 
Chiefs of Police;

• Representative from 
Arkansas Sheri ff ’s 

Association;
• Representative from 

Arkansas Black Mayor’s 
Association;

• Representative from 
Arkansas State Police;

• Additional citizens as the 
governor deems necessary.

Governor Hutchinson said, 
“This is not going to be a 
static task force. It’s going to 
be dynamic. It’s going to be 
listening to the community. 
It’s going to be addressing 
the serious issues that we’ve 
seen reflected across the 
country.”

The task force will make 
its final recommendations to 
Governor Hutchinson by Dec. 
31. The work of the task force 
will be concluded upon sub-
mission of that final report.

Wilburn to help lead state forward
as part of  law enforcement task force

The quorum court passed 
four resolutions yesterday in 
support of a grant application 
for some $234,000 in COVID-
19 assistance for rural hospi-
tals for Chicot Memorial 
Medical Center.

The funds come through 
the Arkansas Community and 
Economic Development 
Program through the 
Arkansas Economic 
Development Commission. 
In order to receive the funds, 
the court is required to 
approve the resolutions, 
County Judge Mack Ball Jr. 
said. These type resolutions 
are routinely passed when 
receiving federal monies, as 
there are usually strings 
attached to any such funds.

But it appeared that pas-
sage of one of the resolutions 
might be in doubt when dis-
cussion broke out in objec-
tion to the county being 
required to resolve to do what 
Sheriff Ron Nichols said it is 
already doing and has always 
done regarding use of force. 
The resolution, No. 2020-07, 
ultimately passed on a vote 
of yes by four justices, no by 
two, and with three justices 
abstaining.

The other three resolu-
tions passed easily. They 
were to authorize the county 
judge to apply for the grant, 
designate Southeast 
Arkansas Economic 
Development District, Inc. as 
the project administrator, and 

to follow through with a citi-
zen participation plan to pro-
vide for citizen input into 
planning for use of the funds.

In his regular hospital 
report, Administrator John 
Heard said the county is see-
ing “a slight outbreak” in 
COVID-19 cases and CMMC 
has some COVID patients. 
He said staff is taking precau-
tions to prevent any spread in 
the facility and told justices 
that inside the hospital is 
among the safest places they 
could be.

The increase in cases 
appears to be in the southern 
part of the county, according 
to reports.

Judge Ball reported that 
the return of the Sunnyside 

road to gravel has been 
accomplished. He further 
reported, as a follow up to 
last month’s meeting when 
he was asked to investigate 
any possible change in the 
use of sales tax funds to help 
fund emergency services 
including ambulance service, 
that any change would 
require a vote of the people. 
He said that should any new 
proposal fail, the current use 
of the tax would continue. No 
action was taken in that 
regard.

Heard told the court that 
he has come up with a pos-
sible solution to the ambu-
lance problem, that he need-
ed to discuss it with Ball, and 

Grants, tax dollar use on county agenda

(See County page 5.)

Margaree Roy and her cousin, Jessie Mae Williams (background), both of Eudora, take advantage of the good weath-
er to fish Grand Lake from the public dock Monday evening. Having arrived only shortly before the 7 p.m. photo, 
neither has made the first catch yet, but hopes appear high.


