
News
briefs
Giving Tree grants 

cycle opens
The Southeast Arkansas 
Community Foundation’s 
Spring 2019 Giving Tree 
cycle opens Jan. 10. Non-
profits in Chicot and 
Ashley counties are 
encouraged to apply. For 
more information contact 
John Conner at (870) 632-
9697 or visit www.arcf.
org.

…
MLK Day parade 

announced
The annual Dr. Martin 
Luther King Day parade 
along Main Street in Lake 
Village will be held at 2 
p.m. Jan. 19. It will begin 
at Mel’s Market. 
Organizers encourage all 
to attend and help keep 
the dream alive.

…
Pesticide applicator 

training offered
University of Arkansas 
Division of Agriculture will 
provide a private pesticide 
applicator license training 
session from 9 a.m. to 12 
noon Jan. 17 at Lake 
Village Fire Station No. 2, 
2017 Hwy 65/82. The $20 
registration fee may be 
paid at the door. Contact 
(870) 265-8055 for more 
information.

…
Career counselor 

plans visits
The Arkansas Department 
of Career Education, 
Arkansas Rehabilitation 
Services will have a coun-
selor available, at Lake 
Village DHS office at 10 
a.m. Jan. 14, at Lake 
Village Workforce Center 
at 1 p.m. Jan. 14, and at 
Dermott City Hall at 10 
a.m. Jan. 28.

…
Southeast Arkansas 
Community Action 

Corporation
Southeast Arkansas, 
Community Action 
Corporation will take 
applications for the 
FY’2019 LI-HEAP Winter 
Regular Program from 
8:30 a.m. to 2:30 p.m. 
Mondays through 
Thursdays until funds are 
depleted. The program is 
designed to assist low-
income households with 
home energy related 
emergency situations. 
Proof of total monthly 
household income for the 
month prior to application, 
all household members’ 
birth dates and Social 
Security Numbers, and a 
recent electric and gas 
bill. For more information 
contact Simone Brown at 
870-265-3379 in Chicot 
County or Cindy Griever 
at 870-853-8606 in Ashley 
County.

…
Amazing Angels 

After School Your 
Program

The Amazing Angels after 
school meal program in 
Lake Village will offer 
nutritious meals along 
with homework assistance 
for children ages 3 to 18. 
For more information con-
tact Marchelle Thompson 

(See Briefs page 5.)

Volume 112, Number 1   Lake Village, Arkansas 71653      USPS 104-260

One Section    January 9, 2019  50 Cents

Chicot County Spectator

Parkdale 
Man dies 
from burn 
injuries,
suspect 
arrested

Eudora council meeting takes two days

Chicot County elected officials were sworn in at the 
Lake Village courthouse by Circuit Judge Sam Pope 
on Jan. 1 and took office on Jan. 2. 

Elected officials sworn in to new office

A non-profit will bring services and jobs to the 
residents of  Eudora and surrounding areas

A Parkdale man was arrested 
for alleged New Year’s Eve 
murder.  

On Dec. 31 at approximately 
11pm deputies of Ashley 
County Sheriff’s Department 
were dispatched to the 300 
block of School Street in 
Parkdale. Deputies found an 
injured man, later identified as 
Jesse Burton. 

Burton was transported to 
Chicot Memorial Medical 
Center where he later died 
from his injuries. 

Tommy Sturgeon, the Ashley 
County sheriff, said one of his 
investigators was notified by a 
doctor at CMMC around 1am 
on Jan. 1 that Burton had died 
of “massive burn inhalation 
injury.” According to Sturgeon, 
Anthony Dewayne Brown of 
Parkdale was arrested and 
charged with first degree mur-
der on Jan. 1.

According to witnesses the 
suspect poured gasoline on 
the victim before setting him 
on fire. The victim fell in a 
puddle in an attempt to put 
himself out. 

 On Jan. 2 Brown appeared 
before Judge Sam Pope and a 
bond was set in the amount of 
$250,000.

Sturgeon said this is still an 
on going investigation and all 
information will be turned over 
to Thomas Dean, the Tenth 
Judicial District Prosecuting 
Attorney. 

A non-profit group in the 
Tenth Judicial District 
announced Monday that it 
would be expanding in south-
east Arkansas.

Sativa Carpenter of 
Hamburg is the executive 
director of the Monticello 
based non-profit group, 
Options Inc. 

Options is a non-profit orga-
nization founded in 1989 to 
serve victims of domestic vio-
lence and sexual assault. 
Options has the only wom-
en's shelter in the 10th judi-
cial district.

The program has a home 
office in Monticello, but has 
outreach houses in multiple 
locations in south Arkansas. 

On Monday night, Carpenter 

announced that the group 
would soon be opening a 
location in Eudora. Carpenter 
worked with Chicot County 
Judge Mack Ball Jr. to obtain 
a building to operate from 
and says it will be a new hub 
where the group can offer 
services. 

“We’ve been offering ser-
vices to the area for a while, 
but it’s been from a distance,” 
Carpenter said. 

Carpenter said Sheriff Ron 
Nichols is on the Options 
board of directors and has 
worked directly with the 
group for some time.

Carpenter said that Nichols 
and other board members 
felt that Options needed to 
expand on the services 

offered in the Eudora area. 
Carpenter said the group 

recently received a grant that 
will not only allow them to 
hire six workers at their new 
Eudora location, but will also 
allow for them to purchase 
two transportation vehicles. 

“Eudora is the first location 
to be awarded a grant for 
transportation,” Carpenter 
said. 

Although Options focuses 
primarily on battered women 
and victims of domestic vio-
lence, Carpenter said the two 
vehicles will be used to assist 
with transportation of anyone 
in need. 

“Only one in seven families 
in Eudora have a means of 
transportation,” Carpenter 

said. 
Options will assist those 

who can’t get to and from 
their court appearances or to 
necessary places such as 
the DHS office. 

Carpenter said Options will 
also partner with the program 
New Beginnings to offer drug 
addiction counseling and 
other addiction services at 
the Eudora location. 

Carpenter also announced 
that the group received a 
65,000 grant from the state 
strictly to be used to help 
people who do not have 
homes get settled. 

“It’s hard for a person to 
come up with the first month’s 
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Hearing date set for Dicamba use in state
A 30-day public comment 

period and a public hearing 
date has been set for pro-
posed regulations that allow 
the use of dicamba in 
Arkansas on soybean and 
cotton varieties resistant to 
dicamba.

Written public comments 
will be accepted through Feb. 
5. 

Comments may be mailed 
to:  Attn: Pesticide Division, 
Arkansas State Plant Board, 
P.O. Box 1069, Little Rock, 

AR 72203. Comments will 
also be accepted online at 
www.agriculture.arkansas.
gov.

A public hearing on the pro-
posed regulations will be held 
Wednesday, Feb. 20 at 9:00 
a.m. at the Embassy Suites, 
11301 Financial Centre 
Parkway, Little Rock.  
Comments may be made in 
person at the public hearing.

The Arkansas Agriculture 
Department's State Plant 
Board approved draft regula-

tions for dicamba use in 
Arkansas at its Dec. 6 meet-
ing.  Under the proposed 
regulations, applications tak-
ing place between April 16 
and May 20 will be subject to 
a one-mile buffer zone 
around research stations, 
organic crops, specialty 
crops, non-tolerant dicamba 
crops and other sensitive 
crops and will also include a 
restriction on mixing glypho-
sate with dicamba.  

The proposed rules would 

restrict applications of dicam-
ba from May 21 through Oct. 
31.

The Arkansas Agriculture 
Department is dedicated to 
the development and imple-
mentation of policies and 
programs for Arkansas agri-
culture and forestry to keep 
its farmers and ranchers 
competitive in national and 
international markets while 
ensuring safe food, fiber, and 
forest products for the citi-
zens of the state and nation.

The City of Eudora's agen-
da was so long that it got split 
into two meetings. The first 
part of the meeting was bud-
get, road closure and water 
issues the second part was 
mainly regarding the appoint-
ment of a new police chief. 

Newly elected mayor Travis 
Collins took office on Jan. 1 
and on Monday held his first 
council meeting. 

During the treasurer's 
report, Collins suggested 
scheduling a budget meeting 
and  expressed concerns 
about a few things on the 
city's books. 

Collins said he was dissap-
pointed in some of the ways 
that city money was being 

used. Specifically, Collins 
said he was concerned about 
Amazon charges and a 
charge for a large number of 
hats that went to a cancer 
walk. 

"We cannot take general 
money and use it for cancer 
walks, if someone dies we 
cannot even buy a flower with 
city money, those things have 
to be sponsored," Collins 
said. 

Collins also told the council 
that the city had been using a 
credit card to pay for meals 
and expenses for council 
members, however, he want-
ed to revert to the original 
system. 

"You pay for it and bring a 

receipt back and the city will 
reimburse you," Collins said. 

Council person Charlene 
Taylor seconded that by say-
ing that the city credit card 
should not be used and that 
there should be a limit on 
meals that can be reimbursed 
by the city.

The mayor's assistant 
Johnathan Patrick told the 
council that there was already 
a limit in place at $8 for 
breakfast, $12 for lunch and 
$20 for dinner. 

Patricia Hargrave from the 
Southeast Arkansas 
Economic Development 
District spoke to the council 
about a road that had been 
closed in 2016. 

Hargrove said that Lee 
Street was closed at a bridge 
with a railroad overpass due 
to safety concerns both by 
the state and the city. 

"There was a process to 
closing that road and we 
heard that the barricades 
were removed so I drove 
down there, and they were 
removed," Hargrove said.

Hargrove said that it cost 
approximately $120,000 to 
put the bridge up and that the 
bridge had already been 
damaged multple times prior 
to its closure. 

 A member of the city coun-
cil said that he remembered 
when the ordinance was 

Auerswald 
named as 
interim  

Chicot Memorial Medical 
Center CEO David Mantz 
resigned his position at the 
hospital.

An employee at CMMC 
confirmed that the hospital  
board named Chris 
Auerswald, the former chief 
financial advisor, as the inter-
im CEO until further notice. 

Mantz was hired as the 
CEO for CMMC in the spring 
of 2013.

 The reason for his resigna-
tion has not been released 
and the hospital administra-
tor's office declined to com-
ment on Mantz's resignation. 

Mississippi
earthquake
shakes LV

The residents of Lake Village 
might have felt a slight shake 
on Tuesday afternoon. 

According to the United 
States Geological Survey's 
Earthquakes Hazards 
Program, an M 3.7-9km eath-
quake shook Hollandale, MS 
on Tuesday at around 4:30 
p.m. 

The earthquake was felt all 
around Hollandale which is 
about five miles south of 
Greenville and even into Lake 
Village. 

The National Weather 
Service in Jackson reported 
that no major damage was 
anticipated with the "level of 
seismic activity" that was 
detected.

Limited information was 
available at press time. 
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