
Arkansas once again is 
leading the nation in com-
puter science education with 
the launch of CrashCourse 
across the state and 
announcing the creation of a 
virtual reality accessible ver-
sion of this game-changing 
concussion education pro-
gram.

CrashCourse uses virtual 
reality to simulate and edu-
cate students, with a focus 
on student athletes, about 
the signs, symptoms and 
long-term effects of a con-
cussion.

 By becoming more aware 
of how concussions affect 
the brain and what to look for 
after experiencing a head 
injury, students will be better 
equipped to recognize the 
effects of a concussion and 
receive immediate care. 

As a result of a previous 

partnership between Gov. 
Asa Hutchinson’s Computer 
Science Initiative and 
Facebook, most high schools 
in the state have existing vir-
tual reality equipment that 
will allow them to utilize the 
CrashCourse virtual reality 
program. 

TeachAids, the creator of 
the program, is providing the 
program free of charge to 
every Arkansas high school. 
TeachAids and Arkansas 
kicked off Computer Science 
Education Week (Dec. 3-9) a 
little early by announcing the 
launch at the 7A high school 
state football championship 
game last weekend. 

“Arkansas is setting a prec-
edent for the rest of the 
nation in providing cutting-
edge VR education to its stu-
dents,” Gov. Hutchinson said. 
“Through our unique partner-

ship with TeachAids, this 
groundbreaking concussion 
education experience will 
empower young people to 
solve real-world problems in 
our increasingly technology-
driven society.”

According to the Centers for 
Disease Control and 
Prevention, 15.1 percent of 
students, or approximately 
2.5 million students, reported 
having at least one concus-
sion. 

“Student athletes need to 
know how to identify and 
respond to possible concus-
sion symptoms,” said Dr. 
James Bledsoe, the chief 
physician specialist for the 
Arkansas Department of 
Health.

 “It is great that our high 
school students will have 
access to a tool that delivers 
crucial health information in a 

way that is engaging and 
understandable in order to 
improve health outcomes.”

While considered common 
injuries, especially among 
athletes, there are many mis-
conceptions about concus-
sions and the effects they 
can have on a person’s 
health.

 Many concussion educa-
tion programs exist; however, 
most of them do not target 
the students directly. 

CrashCourse was specifi-
cally made for students, with 
a focus on student athletes.

“The AAA is excited to be a 
part of the announcement of 
CrashCourse in Arkansas,” 
said Lance Taylor, executive 
director of the Arkansas 
Activities Association. “This 
will be a great resource for all 
schools and students around 
the state of Arkansas.”  

News
briefs

Free Breakfast
There will be a free 

breakfast: Saturday, Dec. 
15, beginning at 7:30am 
until 9am at Lakeside 
United Methodist Church, 
324 South Lakeshore 
Drive.            

…
Lake Village 

Christmas light 
contest

The Heritage Club will 
judge Christmas lights on 
Dec. 12 and 14. Those 
interested in adding their 
property to the list may 
contact 662-897-6868.

…
Free to the public

There will be a Cookies 
with Santa event on Dec. 
8 from 6pm until 8pm at 
the Cingaloni’s home at 
481 Mazzanti Road in 
Lake Village.

…
Career counselor 

plans visits
The Arkansas 

Department of Career 
Education, Arkansas 
Rehabilitation Services 
will have a counselor 
available, at the Lake 
Village Workforce Center 
at 10 a.m. on Dec. 17 and 
at Lake Village DHS Office 
at 1 p.m. on Dec. 17.

…
Winterize Water 
Line Reminder

Local area Water sup-
pliers including City of 
Lake Village, Lake Chicot 
Water Supply, Airport 
Road Water Association 
and Chicot Junction Water 
Supply are asking their 
customers to wrap all out-
side water lines and fau-
cets in preparation for 
winter weather.

The systems strongly 
advise preparing and ask 
that people do not leave 
water running or dripping 
during cold weather, the 
pumps cannot keep up. 
This could cause a shut 
down of all the water.

…
Lake Village 

Christmas Parade
The annual Light Up 

Lake Village Christmas 
parade will be Friday Dec. 
14 at 6:00 p.m. There will 
be the Shoebox Parade at 
5:40p.m. for Kids before 
the Main Street Parade. 
There will also be pictures 
with Santa, hot dogs and 
hot cocoa. All are invited 
to enjoy.

…
Rotary Club 

meeting
The Chicot County 

Rotary Club will meet at 
Kowloons Thursday, Dec.  
13 at 6 p.m.; anyone inter-
ested in learning more 
about the Rotary club or 
joining the club is wel-
come to attend.

…
Free breakfast 

served by church
Our Lady of the Lake 

Catholic Church will serve 
a free breakfast the sec-
ond Saturday of each 
month between 7:30 a.m. 
and 9 a.m.  The next 
breakfast will be Dec. 8.

…
UAM Adult Ed

UAM Lake Village Adult 
Ed has started classes at 
103 Main Street in Lake 
Village. GED, WAGE, and 
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It is beginning to look a lot like Christmas

Residents and others in the community have started to decorate their homes, 
churches, businesses and other areas of Lake Village to celebrate Christmas. A 
variety of Christmas activities are on the calendar for the city starting with 
Cookies with Santa which will be this weekend in the Cingaloni home located 
at 481 Mazzanti Road in Lake Village. 

Local schools organize food drives for the Lake Village pantry

The Washington School Middle School Student Council recently collect-
ed almost 1,000 cans of food for the Lake Village Food Pantry. 
Pictured above with the Washington Middle School Student Council 
sponsor Lanie Bridewell are council members. Front row, from left to 
right,  Maddie Potter, Lawton Poole, Caroline Horn, Nathan Fratesi, 
Meredith Forman, Mary Paxton Weathers, Kendall Durastanti. Back row, 
from left to right, Lanie Bridewell, Molly Beth Hays, Patrick Spencer, 
Shelby Ingram, Hannah Brantley, Maggie Jones, Owen Hardin, Eva Wade, 
Lela Signa, Mary Brenton Woods, Elly Hitt, Jada Chevalier, Ann Elise 
Hughes, Nathan Thompson, Harris Garcia

Local 
shoppers 
could win 
Christmas 
cash this 
December
The annual Lake Village 

Area Chamber of Commerce 
shopping promotion, Shop 
the Village First, started last 
weekend and local shoppers 
are now eligible to win cash 
prizes. 

The Shop the Village First 
event is an annual shopping 
promotion that allows local 
shoppers to enter their name 
in a drawing to win cash 
prizes. 

Chamber of Commerce 
Executive Director John 
Conner said that any local 
shopper who spends more 
than ten dollars in goods or 
services at any business in 
Lake Village may enter the 
drawing. 

Shoppers interested in par-
ticipating in this year's event 
may turn their receipts in at 
the Chamber of Commerce 
after Dec. 11. Receipts must 
be more than ten dollars and 
dated after Dec. 1. 

Participant's who turn in 
receipts will then be entered 
to win up to $300 in cash 
prizes. 

Conner said he will be out 
promoting the event at the 
Lake Village businesses that 
are members of the Chamber 
Dec. 11 through Dec. 20. 

Conner said they will do 
their best to make their loca-
tion known and attract shop-
pers. 

"It will be pretty obvious if 
you happen to drive by while 
we’re there," Conner said. 

Conner said their Facebook 
page will also be updated 
with when and where they 
will be. 

“If you purchase something 
over ten dollars while we are 
promoting, and your ticket is 
drawn, it will be worth an 
extra one hundred dollars,” 
Conner said. 

Conner also said that 
Chamber members are elible 
to win up to 3 times the 
amount as non members.

Those interested in specific 
details of the event and cash 
prize amounts may contact 
the Chamber office.

The drawing will be on 
Friday, Dec. 21 at 10:00am.  
Conner said receipts must be 
turned in by 5pm on Dec. 20. 

“Get in on the fun, you’re 
ten dollar receipt could pos-
sibly turn into up to three 
hundred dollars cash for the 
holidays,” Conner said. 

The National Elementary Honor Society from 
Lakeside Elementary School sponsored a food 
drive to help the elementary school librarian 
Arkadia Armour collect items for the Lake Village 
Food Pantry. The students collected 664 items 
to donate.  

Residents are filling their 
yards with Christmas decor 
and the calendar is filling up 
with holiday events.

John Conner at the Chamber 
of Commerce is busy plan-
ning the Light Up Lake Village 
Christmas parade which is 
scheduled for Dec. 16 at 6pm. 

Conner said they are now 
collecting parade applications 
which can be picked up and 
turned in at Lake Village City 
Hall. Anyone interested in par-
ticipating in the upcoming 
parade must turn their forms 
in to Abby Box at City Hall by 
Dec. 12.

Other community events 
include Cookies with Santa 
sponsored by a local family 
and the Christmas light con-
test sponsored by the Heritage 
Club. 

Cookies with Santa will be 
this weekend, Dec. 8 from 
6pm until 8pm in the Cingaloni 
home located at 481 Mazzanti 
Road in Lake Village. 

The Heritage Club is now 
accepting applicants for a 
Christmas light contest.

Last year's winners were 
Connie Latrell who won the 
Waters Edge Award, Ned and 
Sharon Samplesi who won 
the Creative Lighting, Michale 
and Tisha Hayes who won the 
Door Award, Jake and Leigha 
Michael who won the Judge's 
Choice Award , Mac McIntosh 
who won the House Award, 
Paul Michael who won the 
Business Award, Wayne 
Johnson who won the Yard 
Award and David and Rhonda 
McNemar who won the Kid's 
Choice. 

The Heritage Club will 
judge Christmas lights on 
Dec.12 and 14. Those inter-
ested in adding their property 
to this year's contest may con-
tact 662-897-6868.


