
Annual Spaghetti 
Dinner announced

Our Lady of the Lake 
Catholic Church’s 111th 
Annual Spaghetti Dinner 
will be held from 8 a.m. to 1 
p.m. March 7 at St. Mary’s 
Parrish Hall. The event will 
be carry-out only at $15 for 
adults and $8 for children. 
All items are homemade.

...
LV City Council

Lake Village City Council 
meets on the first Tuesday 
of every month at 5:30 p.m. 
The next meeting will be 
via teleconference March 
2. Call in at (701) 802-5400 
and use access code 
4856865 to join. 
Participants should call in 
five minutes early and mute 
their phones.

… 
Eudora City Council

Eudora City Council meets 
the first Monday of every 
month. The next meeting is 
scheduled for March 1 at 6 
p.m. in the Commerce 
Building.

...
Divorce Clinic
goes virtual

Due to COVID-19 restric-
tions the Delta Divorce 
Clinic offered by University 
of Arkansas at Little Rock 
William H. Bowan School 
of Law will not be available 
at area libraries this year. 
People interested in hav-
ing their case considered 
for acceptance should 
contact 501-916-5455 
before Nov. 6 with name, 
phone number, and 
spouse’s name.

...
Eudora Adult Ed

sets classes
Eudora Adult Education 
Center, 144 W. Armstrong 
St., will offer classes 
Monday through Thursday 
from 3:30 p.m. to 7:30 
p.m. through June 30, 
2021. Call (870) 355-9022 
or text (870) 355-3388 for 
more information.

...
Senior Centers 

close
Area Agency on Aging of 
Southeast Arkansas Senior 
Centers will remain closed 
until further notice but will 
continue to provide all cur-
rently registered home 
delivered Meals on Wheels 
clients with five meals per 
week and will deliver every 
Monday until reopening. 
Also one day a week a grab 
and go will be provided to 
congregate clients. Those 
with questions may call the 
local senior center or 870-
543-6300. For transporta-
tion, call 870-543-6340. 

...
Class of ’66 seeks 

donations
Members of the Central 
High Class of 1966 are 
raising funds to provide 
playground equipment for 
students 8 to 12 years old. 
The equipment is approxi-
mately $75,000. The older 
children need recreational 
activities as well. Tax-
deductible donations of any 
amount would be appreci-
ated and may be sent to 
C.H.S. Class of 1966, c/o 
Mrs. Willie Vaughns 
Watson, P.O. Box 5044, 
Greenville, MS 38703.

...
Local events may be listed 
in this column by contact-
ing (870) 265-2071  or by 
emailing news@chicot-
newspapers.com.
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Winter weather put a 
damper on energy supplies 
with electric and natural gas 
providers requesting custom-
ers limit their use of services.

According to Andrew 
Lachowsky, vice president of 
planning and market opera-
tions for the Electric 
Cooperatives of Arkansas, 
the recent snow, ice, and cold 
temperatures created an 
emergency situation making 
rolling electrical outages pos-
sible, unless electric con-
sumption was reduced.

He said because of the 
extremely cold weather and 
the unusually high require-
ment for electricity, Arkansas’s 
electric cooperatives and 
other regional utilities 
reached a point where 
demand for electricity 
exceeded the supply.

“The current load fore-
casts are approaching an all-
time winter peak, even great-
er than those experienced 
during the polar vortex of 
January 2019,” said Michael 

Considine, Entergy 
Arkansas’s vice president of 
customer service. 

If the power supply cannot 
meet the demand, then peri-
odic power outages would be 
needed to prevent an exten-
sive power outage that could 
last an extended period.

Arkansas Division of 
Emergency Management 
Director A.J. Gary said that 
while “natural gas continues 
to be a reliable source of 
energy … these are unusual 
circumstances and the call 
for conservation this week is 
one that will help the utilities 
while they work to keep well-
heads functioning.”

“This is an unprecedented 
time,” said Lachowsky, “and 
we urge electric cooperative 
members to immediately 
reduce the use of electrical 
requirements by turning off or 
not using non-essential lights 
and electric appliances, 
especially electric water heat-
ers, clothes dryers, and dish-
washers and to turn heating 

thermostats to lower set-
tings.”

ADEM pointed out that 
consumption of natural gas 
can be reduced by lowering 
thermostats at night. The 
department also recommend-
ed setting thermostats 
between 60 and 65 degrees 
during the day when at home, 
and lowering the setting an 
additional 5-10 degrees when 
away from home. Consumers 
can also lower the tempera-
ture of hot water heaters as 
well as limit the consumption 
of hot water.

Arkansans can further 
reduce their energy footprint 
within their homes by reduc-
ing the number of rooms they 
use during prolonged cold 
weather events. It was rec-
ommended to select several 
rooms to use during winter 
weather events and close 
doors to rooms that are not 
being used in an effort to 
reduce heating efforts to 
other parts of the home. Also, 
it may be a good idea to have 

a few extra layers of clothing, 
blankets, water and other 
preparedness items readily 
available in the rooms where 
household members will 
spend time.

Entergy Arkansas offered 
similar advice to its custom-
ers while asking them to:

• Lower the central ther-
mostat to 68 degrees or lower 
if possible.

• Open blinds and draper-
ies to let in warmth from the 
sun during the daytime.

• Delay laundry, washing 
dishes, bathing and other 
non-essential uses of elec-
tricity until this appeal for 
conservation has ended.

• Wash clothes with cold 
water, cook foods at the low-
est possible setting and 
refrain from opening the oven 
door while baking.

• Don’t allow warmed air to 
escape from the home.

Considine also noted that 
the “high demand for electric-
ity poses unique obstacles 

Winter weather proves drain on power
Utilities ask customers to conserve electricity, natural gas

Agricultural producers who 
intend to but have not yet 
enrolled in the Agriculture 
Risk Coverage (ARC) or 
Price Loss Coverage (PLC) 
programs for 2021 must do 
so by March 15. 

Producers who have not 
yet signed a 2021 enrollment 
contract or who want to make 
an election change should 
contact the local USDA Farm 
Service Agency (FSA) office 
to make an appointment. 
Program enrollment for 2021 
is required in order to partici-
pate in the programs, but 
elections for the 2021 crop 
year are optional and other-
wise remain the same as 
elections made for 2020.

“FSA offices have multiple 
programs competing for the 
time and attention of our staff. 
Because of the importance 
and complexities of the ARC 
and PLC programs, and to 
ensure we meet your pro-
gram delivery expectations, 
please do not wait to start the 
enrollment process,” said 
FSA Acting Administrator 
Steve Peterson. “I cannot 
emphasize enough the need 
to begin the program election 
and enrollment process now. 
This process can be com-
pleted when applying for 

other FSA programs as well.”
ARC and PLC provide 

income support to farmers 
from substantial drops in crop 
prices or revenues and are 
vital economic safety nets for 
most American farms.

Although 1,033,310 con-
tracts have been completed 
to date, this represents less 
than 59 percent of the more 
than 1.7 million contracts 
anticipated by the agency. By 
enrolling soon, producers 
can beat the rush as the 
deadline nears.

Producers who do not 
complete enrollment by close 
of business local time on 
Monday, March 15 will not be 
enrolled in ARC or PLC for 
the 2021 crop year and will 
be ineligible to receive a pay-
ment should one trigger for 
an eligible crop.

ARC and PLC contracts 
can be emailed, faxed or 
physically signed and mailed 
back to FSA. Producers with 
level 2 eauthentication 
access can electronically 
sign contracts. Service 
Center staff can also work 
with producers to sign and 
securely transmit contracts 
electronically through two 
commercially available tools: 
Box and OneSpan. You can 

learn more about these solu-
tions at farmers.gov/mydocs. 
Producers may also make 
arrangements to drop off 
signed contracts at the FSA 
county office but should call 
ahead for local mailing or 
drop off information and 
options for submitting signed 
contracts electronically.

Producers are eligible to 
enroll farms with base acres 
for the following commodi-
ties: barley, canola, large and 
small chickpeas, corn, cram-
be, flaxseed, grain sorghum, 
lentils, mustard seed, oats, 
peanuts, dry peas, rapeseed, 
long grain rice, medium- and 
short-grain rice, safflower 
seed, seed cotton, sesame, 
soybeans, sunflower seed 
and wheat.
Yield Data and Web-Based 

Decision Tools Available 
FSA recently updated the 

annual and benchmark yields 
for ARC/PLC program years 
2019, 2020 and 2021. This 
data is useful to producers in 
choosing to participate in 
either ARC or PLC. 

For added assistance with 
ARC and PLC decisions, 
USDA partnered with the 
University of Illinois and 
Texas A&M University to offer 
web-based decision tools to 

assist producers in making 
informed, educated decisions 
using crop data specific to 
their respective farming oper-
ations. Tools include: 

• Gardner-farmdoc 
Payment Calculator, the 
University of Illinois tool that 
offers farmers the ability to 
run payment estimate model-
ing for their farms and coun-
ties for ARC-County and 
PLC. 

• ARC and PLC Decision 
Tool, the Texas A&M tool that 
allow producers to analyze 
payment yield updates and 
expected payments for 2019 
and 2020. Producers who 
have used the tool in the past 
should see their username 
and much of their farm data 
will already be available in 
the system. 

Crop Insurance 
Considerations 

Producers are reminded 
that enrolling in ARC or PLC 
programs can impact eligibil-
ity for some crop insurance 
products. Producers who 
elect and enroll in PLC also 
have the option of purchasing 
Supplemental Coverage 
Option (SCO) through their 
Approved Insurance Provider. 
Producers of covered com-

Improving soil health is in 
the best interest of Arkansas 
cotton farmers, but producers 
use different strategies for 
doing so.

Bill Robertson, extension 
cotton agronomist, and Matt 
Fryer, extension soil instruc-
tor, both with the University of 
Arkansas System Division of 
Agriculture, will moderate an 
online roundtable discussion 
with three Arkansas cotton 
producers about their experi-
ences and methods for man-
aging soil health in their farms.

The discussion, “Soil 
Health in Arkansas: Is it 
Profitable?”, begins at 1 p.m. 
on Feb. 16. It is free and open 
to the public. Registration is 
available at https://bit.
ly/3piUjwY.

The speakers include:
• Adam Chappell of Cotton 

Plant, who grows cotton, corn, 
soybeans and rice and has 
used no-till and cover crops 
on his 9,000-acre farm for 
more than a decade. Besides 
increases in soil organic mat-
ter, Chappell says cover crops 
help reduce pest pressures 
by providing diverse habitat 
for beneficial insects.

• Wes Kirkpatrick of Dumas, 
who uses no-till and cereal 
grains as his primary cover 
crop as part of his soil health 
management system. He has 
seen improved water infiltra-
tion and reduced weed pres-
sure.

• Jesse Flye of Trumann, 
who is working to expand his 
cover crop acreage to achieve 
the benefits that other produc-
ers have recorded.

“We all hope that having 
guidance from producers like 
our three panelists will help 
smooth out the learning curve 
for those wanting to get start-
ed toward improving their soil 
health,” Robertson said. 
“Being profitable can be com-
plex and sometimes difficult in 
today’s economic environ-
ment. It takes a holistic 
approach to help ensure suc-
cess. Practices that help 
improve soil health should be 
a part of that plan.”

All three of the featured 
cotton producers use cover 
crops, which extension 
experts recommend.

“Cover crops should be 
used as a tool to help solve 
on-farm issues,” Fryer said. 
“They can help with herbicide-
resistant weed issues, lack of 
water infiltration and bed 
integrity.”

The roundtable is part of 
the Healthy Soils for 
Sustainable Cotton Farmer 
Showcase, a series of eight 
online discussions with U.S. 
cotton farmers and soil health 
experts throughout the South. 
The discussions will be live-
streamed at 1 p.m. each 
Tuesday through March 23. 
Registration is free but 
required to participate.

The roundtable is part of 
the Healthy Soils for 
Sustainable Cotton project, 
which provides farmer-
focused education and train-
ing events delivered by Soil 
Health Institute scientists, 
partnering with local soil 
health technical specialists 
and farmer mentors who have 
implemented successful soil 
health management systems.

The goal is to increase the 
adoption of soil health man-
agement systems among cot-

Cotton 
farmers, 
extension 
specialists 
examine 

soil health

March 15 ARC, PLC deadline approaches

While the snow may have been a welcome sight to many local residents, visitors would have found a snow-covered, 
trackless parking lot at the Welcome Center as most businesses on Hwy 65/82 were closed early in the week due to 
inclement weather. Significant snowfall and some ice hit the area Monday and is forecast to return Thursday.

(See Utilities page 2.)

(See Soil page 2.)(See Deadline page 2.)


