
Glover Park 
meeting planned

There will be a meeting at 2 
p.m. June 27 at the Dermott 
municipal building, 211 E. 
Iowa St., to discuss plans to 
upgrade Don Glover Park 
on Hwy 35. All interested 
persons are invited to 
attend.

…
Drawdown

to begin July 8
There will be a roughly 
6-foot drawdown of Lake 
Chicot beginning July 8 
through Aug. 19. The gate 
will be closed Jan. 1, 2020 
so the lake can fill back to 
normal pool by spawning 
season. Daily creel limits for 
sportfish will be half of the 
regular limits. For more 
information contact the 
Southeast Regional Office 
at (877) 367-3559 or (870) 
367-3553.

…
4H holds

summer camp
There will be a 4H Fashion 
Summer Camp for ages 10 
to 16 at the County 
Extension Office, 523 S. 
Hwy 65/82 in Lake Village, 
from 10 a.m. to 11 a.m. 
June 25 and 27, and July 2, 
9, 11 and 16. Participants 
will be shown fashions and 
trends of the season and 
are asked to bring one plain 
t-shirt for a tye dye activity. 
Registration deadline is 
June 24.

…
Parent orientation 

set for LHS
Lakeside High School par-
ents are invited to an orien-
tation session at 5 p.m. 
Aug. 8 in the LHS gym 
where they will meet teach-
ers, pick up class sched-
ules, receive updates on 
the curriculum, and meet 
with other sectors of the 
community.

…
Eudora Elementary
registration opens

Eudora pre-kindergarten 
through third grade registra-
tion is going on now. 
Children entering kinder-
garten must be five on or 
before Aug. 1. Parents may 
pick up registration packets 
at the school between 9 
a.m. and 2 p.m. One should 
contact the school office at 
(870) 355-6040 to make 
sure someone will be avail-
able before stopping by.

…
Fifth Sunday
service set

Carmel District musical 
convention and quarterly 
meeting will be Sunday, 
June 30 at the Minister’s 
Institute building, 1329 
Front St. in Eudora. Sunday 
school will begin at 9:45 
a.m.; general service will 
begin at 11:30a.m. Host 
church will be Rev. Roy 
McCloyen and Woodson 
Temple Missionary Baptist 
Church.

…
New Shiloh Women 
Workers to meet

New Shiloh Women 
Workers will have a special 
meeting at 1:30 p.m. 
Saturday, June 29 at the 
church, 439 Prospect St. in 
Eudora.

…
Welcome Center 

hosts guests

News
briefs
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Nine aspiring ninth through 
twelfth grade youth recently 
participated in the Fay Jones 
School of Architecture 
(FJSOA) Summer Design 
Camp at the University of 
Arkansas at Fayetteville. 
These students received full 
scholarships as part of a col-
laboration between FJSOA 
and the Alex Foundation. The 
scholarships paid for each 
student’s housing, meals, 
materials, supplies and 
instructions for an entire 
week, June 10-14.

 Among their activities, stu-
dents experienced observa-
tion exercises, design devel-
opment, field trips and site 
visits of architecture at 
Cooper Chapel and Crystal 
Bridges, and a preview of the 
design professions taught by 
FJSOA architecture, land-
scape architecture and interi-
or design faculty. 

Director of Community 
Education and Professor of 
Architecture Alison Turner 
said design camp is a won-
derful way for students to be 
a part of the design and build 
environment process. “I really 
enjoy being able to share my 
passion for architecture with 
young students and hopefully 

help inspire them to pursue 
their interests in the design 
professions. Design Camp is 
a wonderful way for them to 
gain some insight into the 
process we go through in 
designing a project – and to 
take a little bit of the mystery 
out of how things are designed 
and built.”  

Turner is also one of the 
FJSOA professors who pres-
ents the Alex Foundation’s 
STE+AM (science, technolo-
gy, engineering, art plus 
architecture and math) to 
middle and high school stu-
dents during the academic 
school year.

Students who attended the 
design camp included Jaidyn 
Rucker, Emmarian Mcadoo, 
Sederion Webb and Malachi 
Carter of Lake Village; Zaylon 
Thomas of Eudora; Mykahl 
Walker of Dermott and 
Atlanta; Xaelen Maxwell of 
Greenville; Brandon Barnett 
of Rison; and Robert Graham 
of Little Rock.

For more information on 
the Fay Jones School of 
Architecture and Design, visit 
https://fayjones.uark.edu/. 
For more information on the 
Alex Foundation, visit www.
alex-foundation.org.

Emmarion McAdoo and Sederion Webb, both of Lake Village, spend a week at Fay 
Jones School of Architecture at University of Arkansas-Fayetteville. 

Youths study 
design careers

The Arkansas Municipal 
League at its 85th Convention, 
held June 12-14 in Little 
Rock, honored Portland with 
the Four Star Municipality 
Award. The award is present-
ed annually to municipalities 
that have demonstrated 
excellence in loss control as it 
relates to employee safety, 
wellness, vehicle safety, and 
prevention of legal liability. 

More than 1,300 city and 
town leaders from across 
Arkansas attended the 85th 
Convention, where they 

adopted the League’s agen-
da for the upcoming year.

The Arkansas Municipal 
League is a service and 
advocacy organization for the 
municipalities of Arkansas. 
The League offers its pro-
grams and services to all 500 
cities and towns in the state 
and was created in 1934 to 
assist cities with information 
and representation in the 
public affairs of our state and 
nation. 

To find out more, please 
visit www.arml.org.

League honors Portland

Lake Village Police 
Department received a call 
June 16 about a robbery at 
Exxon.

Around 4:44 a.m., two 
armed males entered the 
store located at 1108 Highway 
65 & 82 and demanded 
money, according to Chief 
Percy Wilburn.

The suspects were report-
edly wearing bandanas 
around their faces and both 
had on black jackets.

The men fled on foot with 
an undetermined amount of 
cash, Wilburn said.

As of Tuesday no arrests 
were made and the investiga-
tion was on-going.

Exxon robbers at large

Recently, Lake Village 
acquired a new pastor for 
Lakeside United Methodist 
Church. The former pastor, 
Bill Fish, retired and left an 
opening that was filled by 
Pastor Henry “Buddy” Ratliff 
and his wife, Terry.

Born in 1950 in Little Rock, 
Pastor Buddy was raised in 
the Methodist church. He 
graduated from high school 
in 1969 and chose University 
of Arkansas at Little Rock for 
his continued education.

His first steps taken at 
UALR were leading him to a 
law degree where his goal 
was to become a lawyer. 

On campus, he got 
involved with the Methodist 
student organization. 

Through his involvement with 
them, he found himself drawn 
more and more towards the 
ministry. He began to under-
stand the purpose God had 
for him.

With the encouragement 
of his instructors and his local 
church involvement, he went 
to Southern Methodist 
University School of Theology 
in Dallas. He graduated from 
there in 1977 and was 
ordained in 1979.

His first appointment was 
as an associate pastor at 
Lakeside Methodist Church 
in Pine Bluff. It was there that 
he first met his wife, Terry. 
They were married in 1988 
and had four daughters.

Prior to coming to Lake 

Village, Pastor Ratliff served 
as pastor at several churches 
in Arkansas.

He and Terry are both 
involved in many projects 
reaching out into the local 
community. When asked 
what hobbies he had, Pastor 
Buddy stated, “Church.” 
Ministry is what fulfills them 
and drives them.

When asked about the 
community, he said, “There is 
a lot of potential in Chicot 
County. There is a solid foun-
dation of community and a 
sense of mutual concern and 
compassion for one another.”

He sees an openness to 
work together for progress 
and outreach, spiritual and 
economic growth.

Ratliffs move to LV, 
take position at LUMC

Pastor Henry “Buddy” Ratliff takes his new post at Lakeside United Methodist Church. 

Arkansas Attorney General 
Leslie Rutledge has 
announced the final step in a 
multistate enforcement action 
against four sham cancer 
charities, a lawsuit which was 
filed in May 2015. 

The $2.5 million will be 
distributed among cancer 
centers across the country as 
the result of the recovery of 
settlement dollars from the 
Cancer Fund of America Inc., 
Children’s Cancer Fund of 

America Inc., Cancer Support 
Services Inc., The Breast 
Cancer Society Inc., James 
Reynolds Sr., Kyle Effler, 
Rose Perkins and James 
Reynolds Jr. The complaint 
alleged that the leaders of 
these charities used donated 
funds to pay themselves 
exorbitant salaries, luxurious 
trips, purchase houses and 
cars as well as day-to-day 
expenses. 

“These scam artists are 

being held responsible for 
preying on Arkansans with 
big hearts,” said Rutledge. 
“People who wanted to honor 
loved ones were misled into 
sending money which only 
lined the pockets of these 
cons and their families.”

The complaint alleged that 
the so-called charities, led by 
James Reynolds and his 
family members, bilked the 
public out of more than $187 
million between 2008 and 

2012. 
Of the money collected, 

only 3% was directed to can-
cer patients in the United 
States in the form of “care 
packages” containing reli-
gious DVDs, Moon Pies, ran-
dom items of clothing and 
various sundries. Cancer 
Fund of America also claimed 
to supply patients with pain 
medications and transporta-
tion to chemotherapy treat-
ments, when it provided no 

such services. The charities 
also participated in a “gift-in-
kind” program in which they 
sent drugs that had nothing 
to do with cancer to other 
countries.  

The complaint alleged that 
the purpose of this program 
was to make the organiza-
tions appear larger than they 
were while also hiding their 
high fundraising costs. The 
complaint also alleged that 

Family behind cancer charities faces lawsuit as scam artists

The new realities of hemp 
and the hard realities of a 
down farm economy are 
among the issues speakers 
brought to the sixth annual 
Mid-South Agricultural and 
Environmental Law 
Conference.

“Hemp is no longer a con-
trolled substance,” USDA 
General Counsel Stephen 
Vaden told the crowd. “But 
the big issue now is transpor-
tation. No state can stop the 
interstate transport of hemp.”

When Vaden transitioned 
to the topic of trade aid, he 
gave a recap of U.S. 
Agriculture Secretary Sonny 

Perdue’s stance on trade mit-
igation payments.

“Trade is very much on 
everyone’s mind,” Vaden 
said. “The secretary has been 
very clear on what to do. You 
should put the possibility of a 
government payment out of 
your mind and do what you 
normally would do based on 
market signals. You should 
focus on harvesting a crop, 
not a government program.”

As for who does qualify for 
aid, Vaden said many have 
the wrong idea.

“The trade mitigation pro-
gram for 2019 has been 

Speakers talk hemp, economy

(See Charities page 8.)
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