
Crappie Federation 
meeting is set

There will be a community 
meeting at 6 p.m. Thursday, 
Sept. 23 in the community 
room of Bank of Lake 
Village to organize the pro-
posed South Arkansas 
Crappie Federation/
Corporation. Attendees are 
asked to use the back 
entrance and us the stairs 
or elevator. The featured 
speaker will be Kris Nault, 
Arkansas Game and Fish 
district fisheries supervisor 
for the seven southeast 
Arkansas counties. For 
more information call Don 
Cash at (870) 632-2105.

…
Fall book sale set, 
donations sought

The Lake Village Branch 
Library will have a Fall 
Used Book Sale Sept. 20 
through the end of October. 
They are now accepting 
donations of used books in 
good condition. Proceeds 
will go to the Friends of the 
Library. They request dona-
tions not be put in the book 
drop. For more information 
call (870) 265-6116.

...
Lake Chicot Fall 

Fest dates are set
Lake Village Chamber of 
Commerce has announced 
this year’s Lake Chicot Fall 
Festival is scheduled for 
Oct. 22-23. Sponsors are 
currently being sought to 
help offer quality activities 
and entertainment. Contact 
the Chamber at (870) 265-
5997 for more information.

…
Driver license 
testing reset

Driver license and com-
mercial driver license test-
ing sites for State Police 
Troop F are resuming a 
normal schedule with writ-
ten exams from 1 p.m. to 
4:30 p.m. each Monday at 
Municipal Court, 7 North 
Court St. in Lake Village. 
Skills tests will be offered 
by appointment. The 
Dermott testing site will 
remain closed until further 
notice. For information con-
tact (870) 226-3713.

...
LV Adult Ed offers 

GED classes
UAM Lake Village Adult 
Ed classes are offering 
GED classes Monday 
through Thursday from 8 
a.m. to 12 p.m. at 103 
Main. Call 870-632-5043 
for more information. Face 
to face classes and dis-
tance learning available.

...
Eudora Adult Ed

sets classes
Eudora Adult Education 
Center, 144 W. Armstrong 
St., will offer classes 
Monday through Thursday 
from 3:30 p.m. to 7:30 
p.m. Call (870) 355-9022 
or text (870) 355-3388 for 
more information.

...
Welcome Center 
reports visitors

Lake Village Welcome 
Center reported greeting 
9,762 visitors in July. 
Guests traveled from sev-
eral foreign lands including 
British Columbia, Central 
America Czech Republic, 
Denmark, Malaysia, 
Mexico, Ontario, Puerto 
Rico, and Saipan in the 
Mariana Islands north of 
Guam.

...
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Arkansas has recently 
reported several cases of 
Eastern Equine Encephalitis 
(EEE) in horses, which indi-
cates the risk is present in 
local mosquitoes.

EEE is a mosquito-borne 
virus that causes swelling of 
the brain. EEE is rare in 
humans; however, humans 
are susceptible to the virus. 
Humans can become infected 
with EEE when mosquitoes 
who have fed on previously 
infected animals then feed on 
humans. 

Most people bitten by an 
infected mosquito will not 
develop symptoms. Those 
that do can experience head-
ache, chills, fever, malaise, 
and joint and muscle pain. 
This can progress to serious 
neurological symptoms such 
as drowsiness, seizures, and 
coma and even death.

As Arkansans plan to enjoy 
the outdoors this fall, the 
Arkansas Department of 
Health (ADH) is stressing the 
importance of taking precau-
tions against ticks and mos-
quitoes and the diseases they 
can carry. Whether in their 
own backyard or on a trip, 
Arkansans should protect 
themselves from mosquito-
borne diseases. 

Some of these diseases 
can be fatal; some of them 
can also be difficult to diag-
nose and treat. Mosquito bites 
can be prevented by:

• Using an EPA-approved 
insect repellant as directed.

• Using permethrin on your 
clothing as directed.

• Reducing mosquitoes 
around your home. Get rid of 

Arkansas rice moves toward harvest,  
escaping the worst of Ida’s potential

Despite a year featuring 
record flooding events, heavy 
insect pressure and a near 
brush with a recent hurri-
cane, Arkansas rice is mov-
ing toward a harvest that may 
see near-record yields on par 
with the last several years.

Jarrod Hardke, extension 
rice agronomist for the 
University of Arkansas 
System Division of 
Agriculture, said the general 
level of expectation is high 
among experts watching the 
2021 crop.

“Once we got into the full 
swing of summer, the crop 
really seemed to come 
together,” Hardke said.

“Average yields for the 
past four consecutive years 
have been very high — not 
records, but very close to the 
record set in 2013 and tied in 
2014,” he said. “This year’s 
crop looks as though it’s 
going to be in that ballpark of 
the last several years.”

In 2013 and 2014, 
Arkansas rice growers aver-
aged yields of about 168 
bushels per acre, and the last 

several years have seen 
yields nearly as high, averag-
ing more than 166 bu/ac. in 
2020.

“Despite some of the bat-
tles we’ve fought, we’re 
expecting a very good crop,” 
he said.

Flooding
The most notable flooding 

event in the state this year 
has been the record rainfall in 
southeastern Arkansas in 
early June, during which the 
Rohwer outpost of the 
Arkansas Agricultural 
Experiment Station — the 
research arm of the Division 
of Agriculture — recorded 
nearly 20 inches of rainfall in 
48 hours. Other areas in 
eastern and southeastern 
Arkansas received up to 16 
inches of rainfall from the 
same event.

While the event was dev-
astating for growers in the 
area, most rice growers 
throughout the state suffered 
relatively little damage from 
the event, Hardke said. He 
estimated that about 30,000 
acres of rice had been lost to 

the event, out of about 1.24 
million rice acres planted in 
Arkansas this year.

Pests
Arkansas rice growers 

faced unusually high popula-
tions of both fall armyworms 
— which also bedeviled pas-
tures, soybean and grain sor-
ghum fields — and stink 
bugs. Entomologists with the 
Division of Agriculture sought 
and received emergency-use 
exemptions from the 
Arkansas State Plant Board 
and the U.S. Environmental 
Protection Agency for specif-
ic pesticide applications to 
battle the infestations in July 
and August.

Hardke said there will like-
ly be some degree of impact 
on overall yield from the fall 
armyworms, although it’s 
impossible to accurately pre-
dict the degree of that impact 
at this point. He said the 
planting date of any given 
acre will figure critically into 
how it will have been affect-
ed.

“The armyworm infestation 
was very widespread,” 

Hardke said. “Once we were 
able to get the crisis exemp-
tion, giving us an effective 
product to use against army-
worms, our situation 
improved. But there’s abso-
lutely going to be some yield 
impact from the defoliation 
that was occurring.”

Hardke said growers saw 
much more persistent pest 
pressure from stinkbugs in 
2021 than in previous years, 
but that the impact from that 
pest will be felt less in the 
overall yield than in the qual-
ity of the rice.

“Stinkbugs may or may not 
mean lower yield, but it will 
likely mean higher peck dam-
age to the rice,” he said. “If 
that exceeds a certain level, it 
can become a major eco-
nomic hit for growers and the 
industry.”

Ida
Until last year, the idea of 

an actual, meteorologically 
defined tropical storm pass-
ing through Arkansas seemed 
far-fetched. But then, there 
was the year that was 2020. 

Duck hunters visiting 
Arkansas’s famous water-
fowl-focused public green-
tree reservoirs may see some 
changes on three of the 
Arkansas Game and Fish 
Commission’s wildlife man-
agement areas this year.

George H. Dunklin Jr. 
Bayou Meto WMA, Henry 
Gray Hurricane Lake WMA 
and Earl Buss Bayou DeView 
WMA all will see changes in 
water management begin-
ning with the 2021-22 water-
fowl wintering period. 

All of these changes are 
part of the commission’s 
efforts to prevent further 
stress to valuable red oak 
species on traditionally flood-
ed bottomland hardwood for-
ests.

“We really started talking 
about these issues and the 
need for change in water 
management in 2017, and a 
lot of work has gone on 
behind the scenes to study 
and build the groundwork for 
major renovations to infra-
structure,” said Brad Carner, 
chief of wildlife management 
for the AGFC. “Hunters will 

begin to see some changes 
in how flooding occurs on 
these areas as we now move 
forward with some of the 
actions developed through 
that background work.”

The first change will come 
at Henry Gray Hurricane 
Lake WMA near Bald Knob. 
Trees in the area’s former 
South GTR saw a massive 
die-off in 2018, which led to 
the AGFC leaving the water-
control gates open and draft-
ing plans to help water flow 
through the area. Those 
plans are being implemented 
now. Trees in the area’s North 
GTR also had substantial 
stress when the die-off 
occurred, and continued 
flooding during the growing 
season has added to that 
damage.

“Beginning this year, we 
will leave the Glaise Creek 
water control structure open 
to allow water to flow through 
the North GTR instead of arti-
ficially holding it back,” 
Carner said. “The area can 
still flood with substantial 
rainfall or rises in the White 
River, but we can’t continue 

to artificially hold water on 
the area and add additional 
stress to the trees there.”

Bayou Meto, the crown 
jewel of Arkansas public land 
duck hunting, also will see 
some changes this year in 
managed water levels. Much 
of the red oak component in 
Bayou Meto is showing 
severe stress, and managers 
will hold all intentional flood-
ing during the 2021-22 win-
tering period at 179 MSL, an 
elevation that will relieve 
stress on many of those 
trees. Again, rain and 
increased flow into the WMA 
will allow water to rise above 
that level periodically, but 
artificial flooding will be 
stopped at the 179 MSL 
mark.

“This will potentially leave 
1,857 acres of Bayou Meto’s 
greentree reservoirs with 
unmanaged water,” Carner 
said. Fifteen percent of the 
Government Cypress GTR, 
27 percent of Upper Vallier 
and 8 percent of Lower Vallier 
greentree reservoirs will be 
affected.”

Managers will further 

reduce controlled water lev-
els on the WMA during the 
2022-23 wintering season, 
keeping managed water at or 
below 178.5 MSL.

“This stands to impact 
much more hunter access on 
the WMA,” Carner said. “46 
percent of Government 
Cypress, 53 percent of Upper 
Valier and 31 percent of 
Lower Vallier are above 178.5 
MSL. The extra year before 
we implement this change 
will hopefully allow us to get 
in and improve access where 
we can on these greentree 
reservoirs.”

The third change to water 
management will come at 
Bayou DeView WMA. The 
Thompson Tract on the WMA 
also will be allowed to rise 
and fall naturally without the 
gates being operated begin-
ning with the 2021-22 sea-
son. Instead of saving 
stressed trees, the action at 
this greentree reservoir is an 
effort to help the next genera-
tion of forest.

“Wildlife stand improve-
ments in 2019 opened up the 
canopy of that forest and 

allowed sunlight to reach the 
forest floor,” Carner said. 
“We’ve seen an excellent 
crop of willow oaks sprout 
from that effort. Logging 
being conducted in Bayou 
DeView will open more forest 
up for this regeneration to 
create the next forest and 
benefit ducks and other wild-
life. We need to allow water 
to flow freely through the 
area to protect those young 
trees that will one day be the 
forest our children and grand-
children will hunt.”

Carner explains that 
although trees are very long-
lived, they do have a lifespan 
and do have an age when 
their productivity drops.

“As trees lose their pro-
ductivity from age or severe 
stress, we must make room 
and care for the young trees 
that will take their place,” 
Carner said. “It will be 
decades before the seedlings 
we see today are producing 
acorns for wildlife, and we 
need to manage for that tran-
sition now to prevent larger-
scale habitat loss in the 
future.”  

AGFC adjusts water management efforts
to protect critical duck habitat

Mosquito 
dangers 

grow, extra 
caution is 
advised

(See Mosquitoes page 6.)

(See Rice page 6.)

ONE STEP AT A TIME — Despite a year featuring record flooding events, heavy insect pressure and a near brush with 
a recent hurricane, Arkansas rice is moving toward a harvest that may see near-record yields on par with the last 
several years. (Division of Agriculture photo.)


