
Parkdale Baptist 
cancels homecoming
Due to health concerns 
associated with the COVID-
19 pandemic, Parkdale 
Baptist Church is cancel-
ling its 113th Homecoming 
Celebration scheduled for 
Sunday, May 16. 

...
Women’s Day at 

First Baptist Eudora
First Baptist Church on 
Hwy 159 in Eudora will 
have a Women’s Day 
Program at 11:30 a.m. May 
2 with speaker Dr. Marlene 
Stanton Battle and theme 
“A Virtuous Woman,” 
Proverbs 31:10. 

...
Driver license 
testing reset

Driver license and com-
mercial driver license test-
ing sites for State Police 
Troop F are resuming a 
normal schedule with writ-
ten exams from 1 p.m. to 
4:30 p.m. each Monday at 
Municipal Court, 7 North 
Court St. in Lake Village. 
Skills tests will be offered 
by appointment. The 
Dermott testing site will 
remain closed until further 
notice. For more informa-
tion contact (870) 226-
3713.

...
LV City Council

Lake Village City Council 
meets on the first Tuesday 
of every month at 5:30 p.m. 
The next meeting will be 
via teleconference May 4. 
Call in at (701) 802-5400 
and use access code 
4856865 to join. 
Participants should call in 
five minutes early and mute 
their phones.

… 
Eudora City Council

Eudora City Council meets 
the first Monday of every 
month. The next meeting is 
scheduled for May 3 at 6 
p.m. in the Commerce 
Building.

...
Eudora Adult Ed

sets classes
Eudora Adult Education 
Center, 144 W. Armstrong 
St., will offer classes 
Monday through Thursday 
from 3:30 p.m. to 7:30 p.m. 
through June 30, 2021. 
Call (870) 355-9022 or text 
(870) 355-3388 for more 
information.

...
Class of ’66 seeks 

donations
Members of the Central 
High Class of 1966 are 
raising funds to provide 
playground equipment for 
students 8 to 12 years old. 
The equipment is approxi-
mately $75,000. The older 
children need recreational 
activities as well. Tax-
deductible donations of any 
amount would be appreci-
ated and may be sent to 
C.H.S. Class of 1966, c/o 
Mrs. Willie Vaughns 
Watson, P.O. Box 5044, 
Greenville, MS 38703.

...
LV Adult Ed offers 

GED classes
UAM Lake Village Adult Ed 
classes are offering GED 
classes Monday through 
Thursday from 8 a.m. to 12 
p.m. at 103 Main. Call 870-
632-5043 for more informa-
tion. 
Face to face classes and 
distance learning available.

...

News
briefs
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Chicot County 4-H held a “Trash Pick-Up” 
Day April 22 as its monthly community ser-
vice activity. Youth were split up into two 
teams with Team 1 picking up 25 pounds of 
trash and Team 2 picking up 34 pounds of 
trash. Each team received a trophy that will 
stay at the Chicot County Extension Office 
and each child received a goody bag for their 
hard work! Sponsors voiced their apprecia-
tion to those who made the day happen, 
especially volunteers, agents, Mike Morgan, 
County Judge Mack Ball, Brad Whittle, Sammy 
Angel, and Hancock Trophy. 4-H is for all ages 
5-19. Those who know of a child or volunteer 
that would like to join may have them sign up 
on 4h.uada.edu or call the Chicot County 
Extension Office at (870)-265-8055 for more 
information.

The University of Arkansas 
System Division of Agriculture 
will offer an online produce 
safety training workshop May 
5-6 to educate fruit and veg-
etable producers about fed-
eral rules.

The online training will be 
offered via Zoom from 8 a.m. 
to 12:30 p.m.

Participants can register at 
h t t p s : / / b i t . l y / 3 t n P V 2 z . 
Registration is limited to 20 
farmers and growers and 
closes April 28, so that train-
ing materials can be mailed to 
participants before the work-
shop.

The training, developed by 
the Produce Safety Alliance 
and presented by the 
Cooperative Extension 
Service, helps growers under-
stand regulatory requirements 
of the U.S. Food and Drug 
Administration’s Food Safety 
Modernization Act Produce 
Safety Rule. The rule regu-
lates standards for growing, 
harvesting, packing and hold-
ing fresh produce. The rule 
will affect most produce farms.

“The FDA’s Food Safety 
Modernization Act introduced 
new regulations to protect 
public health by preventing 
food-safety incidents instead 
of reacting to them after they 
occur,” said Natacha Cureau, 
Food Systems and Safety 
postdoctoral associate. “This 
way, we can reduce financial 
risk to farmers and protect the 
public by ensuring a safe food 
supply.”

The training will cover top-
ics such as agricultural water, 
soil amendments, worker 
health and hygiene, wildlife 
management, post-harvest 
handling and food safety 
plans.

(See Training page 8A.)

Produce 
Safety 

Training 
Available

Agriculture Secretary Tom 
Vilsack announced last week 
that USDA will open enroll-
ment in the Conservation 
Reserve Program (CRP) with 
higher payment rates, new 
incentives, and a more tar-
geted focus on the program’s 
role in climate change mitiga-
tion. 

Additionally, USDA is 
announcing investments in 
partnerships to increase cli-
mate-smart agriculture, 
including $330 million in 85 
Regional Conservation 
Partnership Program (RCPP) 
projects and $25 million for 
On-Farm Conservation 
Innovation Trials. 

Secretary Vilsack made 
the announcement at the 
White House National 
Climate Task Force meeting 
demonstrating a commitment 
to putting American agricul-
ture and forestry at the center 
of climate-smart solutions to 
address climate change.

The administration is work-
ing to leverage USDA con-
servation programs for cli-
mate mitigation, including 
continuing to invest in inno-
vation partnership programs 
like RCPP and On-Farm 
Trials as well as strengthen-
ing programs like CRP to 
enhance their impacts.

“Sometimes the best solu-

tions are right in front of you. 
With CRP, the United States 
has one of the world’s most 
successful voluntary conser-
vation programs. We need to 
invest in CRP and let it do 
what it does best—preserve 
topsoil, sequester carbon, 
and reduce the impacts of 
climate change,” said FSA 
State Director Danny Hoots. 
“We also recognize that we 
can’t do it alone.” A White 
House Climate Leaders 
Summit intention was to 
“engage leaders from all 
around the world to partner 
with us on addressing climate 
change. Here at home, we’re 
working in partnership with 
producers and local organi-
zations through USDA pro-
grams to bring new voices 
and communities to the table 
to help combat climate 
change.”

Conservation Reserve 
Program

USDA’s goal is to enroll up 
to 4 million new acres in CRP 
by raising rental payment 
rates and expanding the 
number of incentivized envi-
ronmental practices allowed 
under the program. CRP is 
one of the world’s largest vol-
untary conservation pro-
grams with a long track 
record of preserving topsoil, 
sequestering carbon, and 

reducing nitrogen runoff, as 
well providing healthy habitat 
for wildlife.

CRP is said to be a power-
ful tool when it comes to cli-
mate mitigation, with acres 
currently enrolled in the pro-
gram mitigating more than 12 
million metric tons of carbon 
dioxide equivalent (CO2e). If 
USDA reaches its goal of 
enrolling an additional 4 mil-
lion acres into the program, it 
will mitigate an additional 3 
million metric tons of CO2 
equivalent and prevent 90 
million pounds of nitrogen 
and 33 million tons of sedi-
ment from running into water-
ways each year.

“We want to make sure 
CRP continues to be a valu-
able and effective conserva-
tion resource for our produc-
ers for decades to come,” 
said Vilsack. “USDA will con-
tinue to find new and creative 
ways of putting producers 
and landowners at the center 
of climate-smart practices 
that generate revenue and 
benefit our planet.”

CRP’s long-term goal is to 
establish valuable land cover 
to help improve water quality, 
improve soil health and car-
bon sequestration, prevent 
soil erosion, and reduce loss 
of wildlife habitat. USDA’s 
Farm Service Agency (FSA) 

offers a number of signups, 
including the general signup 
and continuous signup, which 
are both open now, as well as 
a CRP Grasslands and pilot 
programs focused on soil 
health and clean water.

New Climate-Smart 
Practice Incentive

To target the program on 
climate change mitigation, 
FSA is introducing a new 
Climate-Smart Practice 
Incentive for CRP general 
and continuous signups that 
aims to increase carbon 
sequestration and reduce 
greenhouse gas emissions. 
Climate-Smart CRP practices 
include establishment of 
trees and permanent grass-
es, development of wildlife 
habitat, and wetland restora-
tion. The Climate-Smart 
Practice Incentive is annual, 
and the amount is based on 
the benefits of each practice 
type.

Higher Rental Rates
and New Incentives

In 2021, CRP is capped at 
25 million acres, and cur-
rently 20.8 million acres are 
enrolled. Furthermore, the 
cap will gradually increase to 
27 million acres by 2023. To 
help increase producer inter-
est and enrollment, FSA is:

• Adjusting soil rental rates. 

USDA encourages CRP participation 
with increased payment rates, incentives

(See CRP page 8A.)

Divorce Clinic 
to return, 
accepting 

applications
Beginning in 2015, the UA 

Little Rock William H. Bowen 
School of Law Delta Divorce 
Clinic started helping low-
income citizens in the 
Arkansas Delta obtain divorc-
es. Since then, it has helped 
over 80 low income Arkansans 
obtain divorces. “Many of the 
cases involve clients who 
have been separated for long 
periods. For example, we 
have helped people get 
divorced who have been sep-
arated for 10, 20, 30, and 
even 40 years,” said Suzanne 
Penn, the director of the Delta 
Divorce Clinic.  

“Our clinic was designed to 
help people who do not quali-
fy for help with a divorce 
through legal services. Legal 
services generally just helps 
low income people who have 
experienced recent abuse, 
but our clinic will consider any 
reason for a divorce, including 
abuse, so long as the appli-
cant is low income,” said 
Penn.

“Because of the Covid-19 
Pandemic, we could not do 
our Educational and Intake 
Event at libraries in the 
Arkansas Delta in 2020 or in 
2021,” explained Penn. “Over 
the past five summers 175 
people have attended our 
events at local libraries and 
public event centers, and of 
those 175 people, 76 of them 
have been represented in a 

(See Clinic page 8A.)


