
Career Education 
counselor to visit

Department of Career 
Education counselor Tonya 
Hill will be at Lake Village 
Workforce Center at 10 
a.m. June 17, at Lake 
Village DHS office at 1 p.m. 
June 17, and at Dermott city 
hall at 10 a.m. June 24.

…
Bayou Mason

sets VBS dates
Bayou Mason Baptist 
Church, 723 Airport Road in 
Lake Village, will have 
Vacation Bible School June 
17-21 from 5:30 p.m. to 
8:30 p.m. Children’s pro-
gram will be Sunday, June 
23 at 6 p.m. The theme is 
“Farm Fresh Faith.” All are 
invited.

…
Lakeside school

registration opens
Kindergarten through fifth 
registration is going on now. 
Children entering kinder-
garten must be five on or 
before Aug. 1. First through 
fifth grade parents may pick 
up registration packets. 
Due to meetings and vaca-
tions, one should contact 
the school office at 870-
265-2906 to make sure 
someone will available 
before stopping by. The 
pre-kindergarten office 
number is 870-265-7340.

…
Winter crisis

program ends
The FY 2019 Winter Crisis 
Assistance Program has 
officially closed. Southeast 
Arkansas Community 
Action Corporation will no 
longer take applications. 

…
Farmers’ market 
season to start

The Village Farmers’ Market 
will officially open June 10 
with fresh homegrown fruits 
and vegetables. A give-
away or clothes, shoes, and 
odds and ends will take 
place Saturday, June 8. 
Regular market hours are 
7:30 a.m. to 5 p.m.

…
Summer Reading 
starts in Eudora

The Eudora library’s 
Summer Reading will con-
tinue June 13, 18, and 27 
and July 2, 9, 16, 23, and 
30. All are invited to partici-
pate.

…
Pastor’s Day to be 

celebrated at Jericho
The Jericho Missionary 
Baptist Church family will 
celebrate 31 years with 
Rev. Albert L. and Dian 
Jones on Sunday, June 9 
with Rev. Freddie Davis 
speaking at the 11:30 a.m. 
worship service and Rev. 
Glenn Barnes at the 3 p.m. 
anniversary service. All are 
invited to attend.

…
Library hosts
census drive

Kim Reese will conduct a 
Census Application Drive 
June 11 and June 27 at the 
Eudora library. One may 
apply online at 2020census.
gov/jobs. Contact Mary 
Bates at (870) 355-2450 for 
more information.

…
Lake Chicot Poker 
Run registration 

opens
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There will be a lot of stories 
going around about D-Day. 
June 6 is the 75th anniver-
sary of the Allied landings in 
France to take back Europe 
from the Germans.

The meaning behind the 
name, D-Day is simple. It 
means Day. It’s in the same 
way that H-Hour simply 
means the hour that the at-
tack begins.

H-hour began somewhere 
around 2:30 a.m. The attack 
started with the ships provid-
ing an artillery barrage, one 
after another, in an attempt 
to soften up the German de-
fenses, much of which was 
impervious to the shelling. 
The Desert Fox, Field Mar-
shall Erwin Rommel, had 
been in command of the 
shore defenses and made 
sure they could withstand a 
severe beating.

About the same time the 
ships opened fire, the planes 
started over with their contin-
uous bombing. During these 

same wee hours of the morn-
ing, the paratroopers came 
across, followed by the glid-
ers. The gliders were made 
for a one-way flight. They car-
ried troops, arms and equip-
ment. For the ones that made 
it, they gave a bone-jarring 
landing. The ones that didn’t 
littered the fields with the 
debris and the bodies of the 
troops needed to wage war. 
One pilot likened the experi-
ence to flying a stick of dy-
namite through the Gates of 
Hell.

June 6 wasn’t the ideal 
day for the attack. The seas 
coming across the English 
Channel were on the rough 
side causing many soldiers to 
get seasick. The advantage 
of the rough seas was that it 
kept the German patrol boats 
away.

The beaches of Norman-
dy were normally pristine 
expanses of sand and cliffs 
that drew in vacationers from 
around the world. This day, 

they were covered with barri-
ers, barbed wire and mines.

The Germans held the high 
ground on the cliffs above the 
beach. They set up their de-
fenses anticipating that the 
allies would attack during the 
high tide when they could get 
their landing craft in the clos-
est. 

They didn’t anticipate the 
allied strategy of sending in 
the boats at low tide. While it 
made for more ground to be 
covered by the troops, it also 
kept them a little farther away 
from the guns when they 
landed.

It had to be a daunting 
experience for the German 
troops to look out at the hori-
zon and see the nearly 12,000 
planes bearing down on them 
with the constant bombing. 
There were also just fewer 
than 7,000 ships involved in 
the offense and the 156,000 
troops being carried to shore 
in the countless landing craft.

There were a total of five 

beaches stormed that day, 
two by the Americans, two by 
the British and one by the Ca-
nadians. By the time the day 
was over, the beaches would 
have 4,413 allied troops 
killed. It took about 12 days 
for the allies to advance and 
take the territory they had 
hoped to have by the second 
day.

It would be just under a 
year before Germany was de-
feated. The sacrifices made 
on that beach paved the way 
to victory in May 1945.

There were 32 men from 
Chicot County killed through-
out the war. They were part 
of every branch and on two 
fronts.

Of the 22, 15 were killed 
in action, one died later of 
wounds, 15 died under non-
battle circumstances and one 
was listed as finding of death.

This is a day to honor the 
veterans, both living and 
dead that took part of that 
epic battle.

An alligator was found wandering through a Eudora neighborhood June 4. It was located on Mabry Street, according 
to Mayor Travis Collins, where it was spotted chasing a snake. Arkansas Game and Fish Commission officers out of 
Monticello captured the animal, estimating it to be 6.5 to 7 feet long.

Eudora City Council voted 
to remove Mayor Travis Col-
lins’s authority over financial 
transactions during its meet-
ing Monday, June 3 at 6 p.m.

Collins is accused by the 
state of theft of property and 
Political Practice Pledge fal-
sification, both Class D felo-
nies, in connection with the 
alleged theft of $1,036.50 of 
city money which he is said to 
have received from Livingston 
Pecan and Metal for the sale 
of scrap metal.

According to the attorney 
general’s office, there were 
two transactions involving the 
sale of scrap metal. The first, 
according to records, was on 
Jan. 7 and resulted in the sale 
amount of $1,451.60 that was 
turned into the water depart-
ment clerk that day. The sec-
ond was for the $1,036.50 
which records indicate did 
not make it to the clerk for 
deposit until after Collins was 
questioned by investigators in 
March.

During Monday’s meeting, 
council approved Resolution 
No. 2019-02, “A Resolution 
removing all financial trans-
actional powers from Mayor 
Travis Collins” and Ordinance 
2019-03 which removed him 
as a signer of city checks.

The resolution stated, “The 
power to approve financial 
transactions and approve all 
time sheets for the city em-
ployees of the City of Eudora 
shall be vested in Alderman 
Charlene Taylor.”

Taylor and Alderman Faye 
Moye are now listed as sign-
ers for the city with Alderman 
Ezell Minniefield as an emer-
gency signer.

Though an executive ses-
sion was called, no business 
followed and the meeting was 
adjourned.

75 years since D-Day turned tide Mayor

loses

financial 

authority

Jeromy Hunt Jr. put Chicot 
County on the map in a spe-
cial way last week while in 
Conway for the annual Arkan-
sas Boys State conference at 
University of Central Arkan-
sas. He was named 2019 
Governor of Boys State and 
elected as a national senator.

Hunt is the oldest child 
of Amber Landers and the 
grandchild of Susan Kincade, 
both of Eudora. He is a mem-
ber of St. Peter Missionary 
Baptist Church and of Lake-
side High School’s class of 
2020.

Arkansas Boys State is a 
summer leadership and citi-
zenship program that allows 
students to take on the roles 
of elected government of-
ficers and learn more about 
how government works. The 

participants learn the rights, 
privileges and responsibili-
ties of franchised citizens and 
centers on the structure of 
city, county and state govern-
ments. Boys State activities 
include legislative sessions, 
court proceedings, law-en-
forcement presentations, as-
semblies, bands, choruses 
and recreational programs.

During the event, elections 
are held from city level (may-
or, school board, city council 
members, etc.) to county lev-
els (judge, etc.) and finally 
the state level (governor). 

Hunt became the 2019 
governor of Boys State while 
representing Hanner County 
as well as the county sheriff. 
With this title, he will return to 
Boys State in the summer of 
2020 and work with a county, 

run general assemblies and 
help with elections. 

Hunt also received a one-
in-a-life time opportunity to 
represent Arkansas’ Boys 
State as one of the two sena-
tors at Boys Nation in July 
2019 in Washington D.C. 
During this all expense-paid 
trip, he and the other sena-
tor will meet with the other 
Boys State senators from the 
remaining 48 states, exclud-
ing Hawaii. He will have the 
opportunity to draft a bill, run 
for a national level position, 
and even possibly meet the 
president.

Along with these honors 
and opportunities, it is pos-
sible that he will receive full-
ride scholarships to the Uni-
versity of Central Arkansas or 
Arkansas State University.

Hunt elected at Boys State

Jeromy Hunt Jr. of Eudora is named as a Boys State senator and will travel to Washing-
ton D.C. to represent Arkansas at Boys Nation in July. Hunt was also elected to return to 
Arkansas Boys State next summer as governor.

Georgia Pacific Crossett 
on Tuesday announced the 
decision to permanently close 
its bleached board operations 
at the Crossett mill as well as 
older tissue machines “that 
don’t support the long-term 
competitiveness of the tissue 
business,” a news release 
from the company said.

The older tissue machines 
will close in July while the 
bleached board closure will 
not go into effect until Octo-
ber.

This will impact approxi-
mately 530 jobs, including 
25 sales and business office 
jobs. The remaining work-
force will include roughly 500 
positions in the consumer tis-
sue and towel business.

Company officials said 
they will have discussions 
with union officials in the next 
month about employees af-
fected by the closures. Those 
discussions will include the 
potential to transfer to other 
GP locations.

The Naheola and Brewton, 
Ala., mills and the St. Marys, 
Ga., extrusion facility will take 
over production of the com-
pany’s bleached board prod-
uct.

“Our Crossett employees 
have worked hard to safely 
and productively manage our 
operations there, and in re-
cent years we have invested 

significantly in our operations. 
However, we have decided 
that the required investments 
needed for the bleached 
board machines, pulp mill and 
woodyard to sustain the op-
eration long-term are not eco-
nomically viable,” said Monty 
Brown, senior vice president 
– Consumer Products Group 
Operations.

The company “will con-
tinue to operate and invest 
in the Crossett mill to support 
its consumer tissue and towel 
business,” the release said. 

“The Crossett facility has 
premium product tissue and 
towel machines and associat-
ed converting equipment, so 
it remains a key contributor to 
the success of the Consumer 
Products Group’s retail busi-
ness. 

“The company will retain 
approximately 500 employ-
ees to manage those opera-
tions.”

The extrusion plant, wood 
yard, pulp mill and a “signifi-
cant portion” of the energy 
complex, however, will be af-
fected by the closures.

“We understand the im-
pact this decision has on 
our employees, families and 
the community, and we will 
work cooperatively with the 
state and the community to 
minimize that impact,” Brown 
said.

Mill layoffs set to affect 

530 Crossett positions


